




Jewish Cinema South: A Network of Jewish Film Festivals is back for its tenth season. This innovative program enables 
communities throughout the South to present their own Jewish Film Festivals. Jewish Cinema South is a program of the 
Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life, which provides traditionally underserved communities access 
to an array of cultural opportunities usually found only in major metropolitan areas.

Last year’s film series, held in three communities, was received with overwhelming enthusiasm and acclaim. Jewish 
film festivals in Nashville, Houston and Austin began with Jewish Cinema South and are now operating successfully as 
independent festivals.

The 2011 season of Jewish Cinema South will take place in Mobile, Alabama, on January 9, 11, 12, 13 & 16; in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, on January 19, 20, 22 & 23; and in Jackson, Mississippi, from January 22-25. The film selections 
represent a broad view of the Jewish experience as seen through the lenses of filmmakers and producers from around 
the world. Many films will be enhanced by the presence of filmmakers, scholars or individuals identified with the films 
or their topics.

We hope you are entertained, moved and edified by what you see, and that you will gain new perspective on the world 
and have opinions to share! We ask you to invite your neighbors and friends and encourage dialogue that will build 
bridges and promote tolerance and understanding between cultures, religions and generations. 

Jewish Cinema South has been made possible by the enthusiastic, committed and energetic volunteers in each 
participating community. We also thank Sarah Largen, this year’s brochure designer, and the Ramey Agency, the 
original brochure producer. For more information on how your community can participate in Jewish Cinema South, 
please contact the ISJL at 601-362-6357 or information@isjl.org. 

See you at the movies!

JEWISHcinemasouth2011

c e l e brating     
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Jewish Cinema South: A Network of Jewish Film Festivals is an 
annual project of the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern 
Jewish Life (ISJL). The ISJL is a not-for-profit institution dedicated 
to building community across a 13-state region through an array 
of innovative programs.

Established in 2000, the ISJL provides rabbinic services to 
isolated Jewish communities and educational programming to 
congregations, large and small, researches and preserves the rich 
history of the Southern Jewish experience, promotes a Jewish 
cultural presence throughout the region, and participates in 
community engagement initiatives.

The organization is based in Jackson, Mississippi, with roots in the 
Museum of the Southern Jewish Experience, established in 1986. 
Now a subsidiary of the ISJL, the museum helps to define southern 
Jewish culture through permanent installations in Utica and Natchez, 
Mississippi, and traveling exhibits.

The ISJL’s Education Department provides a comprehensive 
standard curriculum to enable religious school teachers to create 
a meaningful Jewish educational experience for their students. The 
curriculum, developed by ISJL, presents a common body of Jewish 
knowledge throughout the region. Itinerant ISJL Education Fellows 
visit each partner community and serve as the education delivery 
system to teach children and provide teacher training, community-
wide programs and the connection to the other 72 communities in 
our 13-state region using the program. 

The ISJL believes that all Southern Jews, no matter their community’s 
size, deserve access to rabbinic services. The Rabbinic Department 
provides an itinerant rabbi to travel among small Southern communities 
to lead worship, address school groups and community organizations, 
officiate at life cycle events and teach young and old. 

The History Department actively collects information relating to 
every Southern Jewish community that has ever existed. Much of 
this information appears in the Encyclopedia of Southern Jewish 
Communities, an ever-expanding digital archive that can be found on 
the ISJL web site, www.isjl.org. The department also oversees a major 
oral history project to record the stories of Southern Jews.

The Cultural Department has expanded Jewish artistic and literary 
programming in small towns and big cities throughout the South. The 
innovative programming includes Jewish Cinema South, concerts, 
literary programs, dance and theatre performances and other artistic 
interpretations of Jewish life, including the Southern Jewish experience. 
These events enhance Jewish life, celebrate diversity, educate the 
public and promote interfaith, interracial and intergenerational dialogue 
and bridge-building.

Funding for the Institute comes from a broad base of individual 
memberships, family foundations, corporations and grants. This support 
is key to the ISJL’s ongoing preservation of Jewish life in the South, 
ensuring a lasting legacy and equipping the next generation to make its 
own contributions. For more information about the ISJL or to become 
a supporter of our work, contact us at P.O. Box 16528, Jackson, MS 
39236, on the web at www.isjl.org or by phone at 601-362-6357.

about the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life
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MOBILE	 Where I Stand:  	 Sunday, JANUARY 9, 7:00 p.m.	s pringhill avenue temple 

	The  Hank Greenspun Story

	 Saviors in the Night 	T uesday, January 11, 7:00 p.m.	U niversity of South Alabama,

			L   aidlaw performing arts center

	

			 

	  The Last Survivor 	 Wednesday, January 12, 7:00 p.m.	U niversity of South Alabama, 

			   laidlaw performing arts center	

	

	N oodle   	Th ursday, January 13, 7:00 p.m. 	U niversity of South Alabama, 

			L   aidlaw performing arts center

	Be au Jest 	 Sunday, January 16, 7:00 p.m. 	Ah avas Chesed Synagogue

	 I’m Still Here	 School Screenings, TBA	 Bayside Academy 				  

			   murphy High School

			   UMS/Wright Preparatory School	

			 

CITY	F ILM	DAT E/time                       LOCATION

JEWISHcinemasouth2011

family friendly
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baton rouge 	 Gloomy Sunday  	 Wednesday, January 19, 7:00 p.m. 	 Manship Theatre, Shaw Center 	

	The  Front with The Hollywood Ten 	Th ursday, January 20, 7:00 p.m.	M anship Theatre, Shaw Center 

	

	 Where I Stand:  	 Saturday, January 22, 7:30 p.m.	M anship Theatre, Shaw Center

	 The Hank Greenspun Story

	M ax Minsky and Me 	 Sunday, January 23, 1:00 p.m.	 Manship Theatre, Shaw Center 

	

	Pes ya’s Necklace, A Jerusalem Tale	 Sunday, January 23, 3:30 p.m.	 Manship Theatre, Shaw Center

	 & The Worst Company in the World	

	 Inside Hana’s Suitcase 	Th ursday, January 13, 9:00 a.m.	BR EC Theater

		  (school screening)

	 I’m Still Here 	F riday, January 14, 9:00 a.m.	 BREC Theater

		  (school screening)	

	

jackson	 Ajami	 Saturday, January 22, 7:00 p.m.  	Mi llsaps College Recital Hall

	 Where I Stand:	 Sunday, January 23, 2:00 p.m. 	Mi llsaps College Recital Hall 

	 The Hank Greenspun Story

	The  Secrets 	 Monday, January 24, 7:15 p.m.  	The  historic fairview inn	

	

	F or My Father 	 Tuesday, January 25, 7:00 p.m.  	Mi llsaps College Recital Hall	

Adult Content

family friendly

Adult Content

Adult Content

Adult Content



Israel 2009, Color, 120 minutes, Arabic/Hebrew with English. Directors: Yaron Shani and Scandar Copti  Print Source: Kino International

Nominated for Best Foreign Film at the 2009 Academy Awards, this powerful crime drama is set on the mean streets of the Ajami neighborhood in 

Jaffa, Israel, a melting pot of cultures and conflicting views among Jews, Muslims and Christians. The film moves among characters – a young Israeli 

fighting a criminal vendetta against his family, a Palestinian refugee working illegally to finance a life-saving surgery, a Jewish police detective 

obsessed with finding his missing brother and an affluent Palestinian dreaming of a future with his Jewish girlfriend – as we witness a dramatic 

collision of different worlds and the tragic consequences of enemies living as neighbors.

  BEST FEATURE, JERUSALEM FILM FESTIVAL

  Academy Award Nominee-Best Foreign Language Film  

JACKSON  Saturday, January 22, 7:00 p.m., Millsaps College

AJAMI  
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Beau  JEST
USA 2008, Color, 98 minutes, English. Director: James Sherman  Print Source: David Newton 
Playwright James Sherman’s popular tale about relationships, romance and intrigue 
moves from stage to screen, starring Robyn Cohen, Lainie Kazan, Seymour Cassel and 
Willie Garson (Stanford in Sex in the City). In this romantic comedy, Sarah Goldman, a 
young, Jewish school teacher, is dating Chris Cringle, a great guy with just one apparent 
flaw – he’s not Jewish. So Sarah invents the perfect boyfriend and delights her parents 
with stories about the man of her mother’s dreams. When her parents insist on meeting 
this nice Jewish surgeon, Sarah resorts to desperate measures. Enter Bob, an actor, to 
play the role of her new beau. The antics that follow are what have made this comical, 

heartwarming tale such a huge success since its first stage production in 1989.

  WASHINGTON JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

MOBILE  Sunday, January 16, 7:00 p.m., Ahavas Chesed Synagogue 

JACKSON

Adult Content

MOBILE

family friendly







I’M Still  HERE  
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USA, 2005, English, 47 minutes Producer: Katy Garfiel   

Through a montage of archival footage, personal photos and text from diaries, this documentary film examines 

a group of brave young writers who chronicled the Holocaust. The diaries of these young people were 

collected for the first time in the award-winning book Salvaged Pages: Young Writers’ Diaries of the Holocaust 

by Alexandra Zapruder. Director Lauren Lazin (Tupac: Resurrection) shot footage in Vilnius, Lithuania, site of a 

Jewish ghetto created by the Nazis. The diary readers are actors Zach Braff, Ryan Gosling, Kate Hudson, Oliver 

Hudson, Brittany Murphy, Joaquin Phoenix, Amber Tamblyn and Elijah Wood.

mobile	 School Screening, TBA, Bayside Academy, Murphy High School & UMS/Wright Preparatory School       	                     	

	 Speaker: Alexandra Zapruder, Filmmaker

BATON ROUGE	 Friday, January 14, 9:00 a.m., BREC Theater, Independence Park (SCHOOL SCREENING) 	        	

                    	 Speaker: Anne Levy, Holocaust Survivor

baton rouge & mobile

Germany/Hungary, 1999, 114 minutes, Color, German with English. Director: Rolf Schubel  Print Source: Menemsha Films

Set in pre-WWII Budapest, this award-winning German film offers rich textures, indelible characters and a song that has 

haunted listeners for more than a half century. First and foremost, the film is a love story about a ménage a trois that becomes 

increasingly complicated. Gloomy Sunday is built around the title song, a haunting ballad that was a hit during the 1930s 

and recorded and popularized by Billie Holiday in 1941. Finally, it is an eloquent story of war and its aftermath, right up to a 

stunning twist at the end. Lush cinematography, a magnificent score, superb acting and a compelling story combine to make 

Gloomy Sunday an unforgettable cinematic experience.

BATON ROUGE  Wednesday, January 19, 7:00 p.m., Manship Theatre, Shaw Center

baton rouge

GLOOMY Sunday Adult Content
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Inside HANA’S SUITCASE  baton rouge

Canada/Czech Republic 2007, Color, 90 minutes, English/Russian with English. Director: Larry Weinstein  Print Source: Menemsha Films
The delivery of a battered suitcase to Fumiko Ishioka at the Tokyo Holocaust Museum begins the true-life mystery that became the subject of Karen 
Levine’s best-selling book Hana’s Suitcase. The luggage came from the Auschwitz Museum in Poland with Hana Brady’s name painted on it. Larry 
Weinstein’s masterful film follows Fumiko’s search to discover the details of Hana’s life, which leads to the discovery of her brother, George, in Toronto. 
They had been sent to the Thereisenstadt concentration camp as children after the Nazis invaded Czechoslovakia in 1939. The voices of children from 
Japan, Canada and the Czech Republic telling Hana’s story are woven around the drama, George’s memories and Fumiko’s quest. 

BATON ROUGE 	Thursday, January 13, 9:00 a.m., BREC Theater, Independence Park (SCHOOL SCREENING)

		             	 Speaker: Anne Levy, Holocaust Survivor
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USA 2010, Color, 88 minutes, English. Directors: Michael Pertnoy & Michael Kleiman  Print Source: International Film Circuit 

The film profiles four genocide survivors and their struggle to make sense of tragedy by working to educate a new generation about the horrors 

that must be averted. By presenting these stories of loss, survival, and hope side by side, the film highlights the subjects’ commonalities as survivors 

and, more broadly, as human beings. Shot on location in five countries across four continents, the film focuses on the universality of the horror of 

genocide – combating the notion that genocide is something that happens “over there.” Above all, The Last Survivor is an intimate meditation on 

how one begins to pick up the pieces of a broken life after experiencing tragedy.

MOBILE  Wednesday, January 12, 7:00 p.m., Laidlaw Performing Arts Center, University of South Alabama wilth Filmmaker Michael Kleiman

THE LAST Survivor   

MAX MINSKYand ME
2007 German, Color, 95 minutes, German with English. Director: Anna Justice  Print Source: Delphis Films

Nelly is a highly intelligent, no-nonsense girl whose only friends are her books. She idolizes the prince of Luxembourg, 

who shares her passion for outer space. At the news that her school basketball team will compete in Luxembourg, 

she drops her books and jumps on the basketball court, but finds she is ignorant of the game. Ten-year-old Max 

Minsky is ready to make a deal: she does his homework, he teaches her how to play basketball. The trouble is that 

she is turning 13 and preparing for her Bat Mitzvah. Will she follow her heart or mind? Will she find her prince? 

Adapted from the bestselling novel by Holly-Jane Rahlens.

  AUDIENCE AWARD, SARAJEVO FILM FESTIVAL 	   ATLANTA JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

  SAN FRANCISCO JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

BATON ROUGE  Sunday, January 23, 1:00 p.m., Manship Theatre, Shaw Center

BATON ROUGE

family friendly

MOBILE
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Noodle mobile

Israel 2007, Color, 100 minutes, Hebrew with English. 

Director: Ayelet Menahemi  Print Source: Israeli Films

At 37, Miri is a twice-widowed El Al flight attendant who wants 

only to be left alone. Her well-regulated existence is suddenly 

turned upside down by an abandoned Chinese boy whose 

migrant-worker mother has been summarily deported from 

Israel. Despite the language barrier, Miri tries to reunite the boy 

she dubs “Noodle” with his mother. The film is a touching 

comic-drama in which two people – as different from each other 

as Tel Aviv is from Beijing – share a remarkable journey that 

takes them back to meaningful lives.

  10 Nominations from the Israeli Film Academy Awards

  Montreal World film festival-Grand Prize of the Jury

MOBILE  Thursday, January 13, 7:00 p.m., University of 

		   South Alabama, Laidlaw Performing Arts Center
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saviorsin the Night  mobile

German 2009, Color, 100 minutes, German with English. Director: Ludi Boeken  Print Source: Menemsha Films

Unter Bauren – Retter in der Nacht, as the film is known in German, is based on the memoirs of Marga Spiegel. In her narrative, published in 

1965, she describes how courageous German farmers hide her, her husband and their little daughter from 1943-1945, thus saving them from 

deportation to the extermination camps in the East. Without reservation, the farmers offer the refugees protection. The farmers do not consider 

themselves heroes. They are used to overcoming danger and hardship, guided by their instinct and century-old code of ethics. They risk their 

own lives, and, if necessary, those of their families, without ever discussing friendship, reliability and humanity. 

  Atlanta JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL	   San Francisco JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

  Boston JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL	   Washington DC FILM FESTIVAL

MOBILE  Tuesday, January 11, 7:00 p.m., Laidlaw Performing Arts Center, University of South Alabama
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Israel 2007, Color, DVD, Hebrew with English, 127 minutes. Director: Avi Nesher  Print Source: Monterey Media, Inc.

Naomi, the brilliant and pious daughter of an ultra-Orthodox rabbi, finds herself at a crossroads when her mother dies and she is expected 

to immediately marry her father’s prodigy. She begs her father to allow her one year of study at a women’s religious seminary in Safed, the 

birthplace of the Kabbalah. Her father relents. Devout but lively, Naomi and her new friend Michelle befriend a beautiful, mysterious older 

woman, Anouk (Fanny Ardant), who is ill, may or may not be Jewish and might have committed a crime of passion. To purge Anouk of her 

sins, Naomi devises rituals that stretch the borders of Jewish law and must be kept secret. Eventually, this journey into the forbidden leads to 

a growing attraction between the two girls – and another crossroads. The Secrets presents the complexities of a religious lifestyle in a vibrant 

environment of youth, rebellion and desire.

JACKSON  Monday, January 24, 7:15 p.m., The Historic Fairview Inn

THE SECRETS jackson
Adult Content
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USA 2009, Color, English, 98 minutes. Director: Scott Goldstein  Print Source: Scott Goldstein

Where I Stand documents the endlessly surprising life of Greenspun, a Brooklyn boy who becomes a charismatic 

newspaperman, Las Vegas icon and real-life Zelig. His epic journey from associate of mobster “Bugsy” Siegel to hero of 

Israel to maverick founder of the Las Vegas Sun (and its long-running “Where I Stand” column) features a motley group 

of high-rolling businessmen and gangsters, movie stars, politicians, family and wheeler-dealer friends. Following Siegel’s 

murder in 1947, Greenspun rediscovered his Jewish heritage and ran guns to Israel. Known for winning every battle he 

ever fought, the outspoken Greenspun stood up to Sen. Joseph McCarthy, recruited Howard Hughes to buy out the 

Vegas mob, ended segregation on the Vegas strip and protested nuclear waste dumping in Nevada. Director Scott 

Goldstein combines archival stills, illuminating interviews, rare diary entries read by Anthony Hopkins and atmospheric 

music to create a spirited, highly stylized mosaic of Greenspun’s legendary escapades.

  ATLANTA JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL 

	

MOBILE  Sunday, January 9, 7:00 pm, Springhill Avenue Temple with Filmmaker Scott Goldstein

BATON ROUGE  Saturday, January 22, 7:30 p.m., Manship Theatre, Shaw Center with Filmmaker Scott Goldstein

JACKSON  Sunday, January 23, 2:00 p.m., Millsaps College with Filmmaker Scott Goldstein

WHERE I STAND: 
THE HANK GREENSPUN STORY 

mobile baton rouge & jackson  



PESYA’S NECKLACE 
Israel 2006, Color, DVD, 35 minutes, Hebrew with English. Director: Jorge Gurvich  Print Source: Go 2 Films

Eighty-year-old Pesya is determined to travel from Israel to her parents’ house in Poland. Her mission: to find a 

golden necklace that she and her sister hid before they were taken to Auschwitz.
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Israel 2009, Color, 50 minutes, Hebrew with English. Director: Regev Conte  Print Source: Ruth Diskin Films

Love and humor do not always translate into success in business. This affectionate documentary follows the efforts of 

a son to help boost his father’s failing insurance company, which he operates idiosyncratically out of his home with his 

brother and childhood friend.

  INDIA INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S FILM FESTIVAL	   KRAKOW INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTARY FESTival

  SAN FRANCISCO JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL		    WASHINGTON JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

  PIONEER VALLEY JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL		    CALGARY JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

  ISRAFEST–NEW YORK/LOS ANGELES

THE WORST COMPANY IN THE WORLD 
baton rouge

with 

Israel 2007, Color, 14 minutes, Hebrew with English. Director: Tehila Kaiser Wiesenberg  Print Source: Ma’ale School of TV, Film & the Arts

Lazer and Baila Hirsch, an older Orthodox couple who have immigrated to Israel from America, struggle with financial hardship and general misfortune. 

Lazer’s capacity for simcha (joy) is put to the test. The couple prays for a miracle, but miracles come in unexpected guises.

BATON ROUGE  Sunday, January 23, 3:30 p.m., Manship Theatre, Shaw Center

&
A JERUSALEM TALE






