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COMMUNITY
VOICES

TTHE ISJL, WE SOMETIMES JOKE ABOUT OUR OVER-
use of the word “community.”
It's just so central to our mission—it's hard to
avoid frequently saying things like community part-
ners, serving communities, community-centered ap-

proach... but if you have to over-use any word, is there
a better one to choose?

We don't think so.

Community really is at the heart of everything we
do. That's why our Shalom Y’all theme for 2023 is
Community, and we're kicking it off in this issue by
featuring community voices. Our program partners
from throughout the region are weighing in on the
pages of this edition, sharing their on-the-ground
insights into the ISJL and the wonderful (say it with
us!) communities we serve.

You'll hear from a first-year religious school director
in Texas, a recent conversion student in Mississippi,
and volunteers nationwide committed to supporting,
connecting, and celebrating Jewish life in the South.

We hope you enjoy this very special issue—and,
of course, we thank you for being part of the ISJL
community.

The Board & Staff of the ISJIL




MICHELE SCHIPPER

CEO

HE THEME OF THIS ISSUE OF
| Shalom Y'all is "communi-
ty voices." As the ISJL team
began discussing the issue and
everyone who would be chiming
in with their experiences, | began
reflecting on my own experienc-
es with the ISJL. Along with all of
the other inspiring stories we be-
gan collecting, | began cataloging
some of my personal stories, too.

Because while, yes, I'm the
ISJL's CEO... I'm also an ISJL pro-
gram participant. An ISJL commu-
nity member. A teacher who has
used the ISJL curriculum.

When our family moved to Jack-
son, Mississippi, we immediately
joined Beth Israel Congregation.
| had heard about the ISJL edu-
cation program and | wanted to
see it in action. That very first year,
| volunteered to teach in the reli-
gious school.

The curriculum was amazing!
Everything was completely writ-
ten out for me so | knew exactly
what to teach, what supplies were
needed, and anything else nec-
essary to lead an easy, engaging
class. | also appreciated that my
own, older children were enriched
by the education they were re-
ceiving through this program and
their volunteer teachers. | also had
the opportunity to get to know the
Fellows (known today as Program
Associates) as they brought excite-
ment and energy on their commu-
nity visits to help lead services and
get to know community members
during the Shabbat oneg. One of
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my favorite Fellow [
visit memories was
when we turned
the Beth Israel so-
cial hall into “The
Mitzvah  Mall"—an
all-school program
that had children and adults alike
delighted and inspired.

With a membership of just un-
der 200 families, | am amazed by
the speakers and entertainers
the congregation has been able
to bring in to enrich congregants
and community members, thanks
to working in partnership with the
ISJL. Joel Hoffman’'s visit, where
he broke down the meaning of
biblical texts, was fascinating. The
Braid, a Los Angeles theater group,
came to Jackson on a southern
tour coordinated by the ISJL and
gave a wonderful performance of
their show The Matzoh Ball Dia-
ries.

"I AM AMAZED BY
THE SPEAKERS AND
ENTERTAINERS THE
CONGREGATION
HAS BEEN ABLE TO
BRING IN, THANKS
TO WORKING IN
PARTNERSHIP WITH
THE ISJL."

When | wanted to do a little
more research on the Jewish com-
munity of my mother's home-
town of Clarksdale, Mississippi—a
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FROM THE
CEO

kindergarten and flrst grade rel|g|ous school.¢lass
at Beth Israel Congregation: -

small town in the Mississippi Del-
ta known as the "Home of the
Blues"—I turned to the Encyclo-
pedia of Southern Jewish Com-
munities. Although my mom left
Clarksdale in the early 1950s, she
was confirmed at Temple Beth Is-
rael there, which closed in 2003. |
found my grandparents and other
family members in the cemetery
listing in the Encyclopedia. It was
an invaluable resource to help me
plan ahead and know where to go
before | travelled back to Clarks-
dale to “visit” the family.

From my on-the-ground,
in-the-community perspective,
the impact of the ISJL is so clear.
And as the ISJLl's CEO, | could not
be prouder of the ways we sup-
port, connect, and celebrate Jew-
ish life in the South.

As my husband Ken and | con-
sider where our philanthropic dol-
lars are allocated, we make sure
the ISJL is at the top of the list. |
hope you will consider joining usin
participating with ISJL programs,
and supporting our work.

With my sincere thanks,

Proste Sebyy—



JAY HESDORFFER
BOARD CHAIR

HE ISJL MAY BE THE BEST-
& | kept secret in Jewish life.”
That was the response
from my friend who helped write
this column—and | couldn’t have
said it better myself. My wife Mar-
ietta and | are currently splitting
our time between Chicago and
Sarasota. We have met many
new friends in Florida, and have
learned that even though they live
within the ISJL's region, most are
not familiar with our work.

So we invited one of our new
Florida friends who is active in
Jewish causes to help us out. Mar-
ietta and | were eager to explain
the work we do.

We told him about the twenty-
three-year history of the ISJL, and
our mission to support, connect,
and celebrate Jewish life in the
South. We talked about our three
divisions: Education, Culture, and
Spirituality.

0000000000000 06060O0OCOCC

"EVEN THOUGH [OUR
FRIENDS IN FLORIDA]
LIVE WITHIN THE ISJL'S
REGION, MOST ARE
NOT FAMILIAR WITH
OUR WORK
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ISJL Education, we told him,
provides curriculum to religious
schools that collectively serve
around 3,000 children each year.
We also told him about our travel-
ing educators, our annual confer-
ence, and our secular education
initiatives—which include literacy

FROM THE

BOARD CHAIR

programs and a peer mediation
program for public schools that
helps resolve conflicts before they
escalate to violence.

The Culture division at the ISJL
is just as impactful, we told our
friend. Our Southern Jewish Her-
itage Tours introduce folks of all
ages to the nuanced, important
history and vibrant contemporary
culture in our region—and the
ISJL Virtual Vacation video series
brings these stories to folks across
the country. We also offer in-per-
son and virtual presentations by
the stellar presenters on our roster:
musicians, speakers, comedians,
and more. Phenomenally impres-
sive is the Encyclopedia of South-
ern Jewish Communities, where
you can learn about the history of
Jewish life throughout the South.

Spirituality at the ISJL is special
because it reaches folks too often
overlooked. It's dedicated solely to
serving Jewish communitiesin the
region too small to employ their
own full-time Jewish professional.
The ISJL rabbi travels the region to
support Jewish life and life cycle
events, coordinates “Rabbis on the
Road” visits from other clergy, and
provides weekly emailed sermons,
bimonthly live text study over
Zoom, remote counseling and life-
cyle event preparation, and more.

When our friend learned that we
partner with more than 100 com-
munities throughout a 13-state re-
gion, with a special focus on small
Jewish communities that might
otherwise be overlooked, he was
taken aback at our huge footprint.

Our friend was excited by this
work and blown away by the ISJL's
outreach. He was inspired by the
fact that many of the services we
provide would not otherwise be
available. Being inclusive, being
pro-active and sharing our culture
resonated with him.

He said our work hit at the core
of what is important to him: to
be connected. “I think people are
Jewish in their hearts and in their
history—and that's what people
will see when they look at the ISJL.
People will see what you have
done and what you are doing, and
they will be touched and support-
ive.

00 0000000000000 000O0C°

"MANY OF THE
SERVICES WE
PROVIDE WOULD
NOT OTHERWISE BE
AVAILABLE.

00 0000000000000 000O0C°

This is our hope—to connect
with the Jewish community, one
individual at a time, so our work,
which is built upon decades of
dedication, can continue to thrive
as we support Jewish life, provide
Jewish education, and create Jew-
ish connectivity throughout the
South.

Thank you for supporting the
work that we do.

7
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EDUCATION

“WE MAY BE SMALL, BUT

WE'RE CERTAINLY MIGHTY”
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY IN EL PASO, TEXAS

M INDY ESCOBAR-LEANSE IS A PROUD EL PASOAN WHO IS HITTING THE

ground running in her first year as music and religious school El Paso
coordinator of El Paso’'s Reform synagogue, Temple Mount Sinai. Texas !
After spending 13 years in New York, Mindy has returned to her home-
town through what she describes as “a work of God and the universe.”
While in New York, Mindy struggled to find a congregation that felt like
home. When she landed back in El Paso, she realized that she “never
needed another congregation” because this one is truly her spiritual
home. We sat down with Mindy to pick her brain about what sets the
Jewish community in El Paso apart.
Student from Temple Mount Sinai What makes your community in

creating art inspired by Marcus Hal's El Paso special?
“D'var Torah” stained glass windows.

What makes this such a special
community of Jews is the diversity.
Being a border town, we are a city
of blended cultures with a strong
and vibrant community of anu-
sim (descendants of Jews forced
to convert to Christianity in earlier
generations), converts, and cryp-
to Jews (“hidden Jews” of Spanish
descent). For some, these may be
new words, but in our community
these terms are identifiers. In a re-
gion where many families came to
hide or were forced to assimilate,
people are still discovering their
Jewish lineage and, beautifully,
reclaiming it. Many rabbis in our
community, Rabbi Stephen Leon
for example, have helped many
individuals find and follow their
lineages back to Judaism. This
creates a group of people who are
passionate about Judaism, the rit-
uals, practices, and community.
We may be small, but we're cer-
tainly mighty.

What are your roles and respon-
sibilities within your communi-
ty?

| am the music and religious
school coordinator. | work with
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Rabbi Ben Zeidman to create ser-
vices for Shabbat and holidays
that are engaging and appropriate
musically. For the religious school,
| manage our amazing staff of
teachers and madrichim (teach-
ing assistants). | also create and
execute programming for family
events and facilitate logistics for
visiting musicians.

What program are you especially
proud of in your religious school?

In my first year in this position,
| was given a unique opportunity
to create programming around
local world-renowned artist Hal
Marcus and his piece "D'var To-
rah" as our synagogue planned to
honor him. This magnificent set of
four stained glass windows lives
in our synagogue space, colorfully
depicting stories from the Torah.
We spent the first five sessions of
religious school this year learning
through creating art of our own.
We really leaned into the power
of interpretation that colors both
artistic creation and Torah study.
Each student created at least one
piece of artwork inspired by Mar-
cus’s stained glass windows. The
art made a beautiful display for the
community during the holidays.

Top to bottom: a student working on
his stained glass-inspired artwork;

the sanctuary of Temple Mount Sinai;
students' paintings on display.

To learn more about Education at the ISJL, email jewisheducation@isjl.org.

What do you hope your students
take away from their time in reli-
gious school?

| hope that the students take
pride in their Jewish identity and
feel a sense of safety in our com-
munity. | hope our songs and
prayers stay in their minds and
hearts throughout the week and
that they are inspired to live with
strong values and passion and to
continue learning outside of reli-
gious school.

How has the ISJL curriculum
helped your school?

The ISJL is a great resource for
activity ideas and curriculum. Our
Program Associate (PA), Elz Bul-
ington, has done a fantastic job
at meeting our needs for specific
events and projects. I'm inspired
by the collaboration between our
school and Elz, because we've
come up with some fun ways to
deepen the learning experience.
It's an experiment for many of us
but, so far, it seems to be working!

Any El Paso food recommenda-
tions?

Goodness, what a difficult ques-
tion but... | have to go with tacos!
Specifically tacos from Taconeta,
a local shop that makes their own
tortillas and specializes in simple
but delicious dishes.
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CULTURE

BRIEF TIME IN THE COMMUNITY,
BIG IMPACT ON THE COMMUNITY

generation of Jewish educators, clergy, lay leaders, cultural pro-

fessionals, and public historians. We're especially proud that year
after year, we're able to hire exceptional college students from across
the country to live in Jackson for the summer, get to know the ISJL,
travel throughout Mississippi and beyond, and work on exciting public
history projects.

e T THE ISJL, WE'RE PASSIONATE ABOUT HELPING TO DEVELOP THE NEXT

In the summer of 2022, we were able to welcome in-person Public
History Interns for the first time since 2019. They spent the summer de-
veloping episodes of the ISJL Virtual Vacation, working with our ISJL
Institutional History Archive, digitizing and processing interviews from
our oral history collection, and gaining new insights and knowledge
about southern Jewish history and life in Mississippi. Here are their re-
flections on their time in Jackson.

"AT LEAST YOU'LL ENJOY THE FOOD"

CLARA POSNER

When | first accepted my sum-
mer internship at the ISJL, | was
bombarded  with comments
about southern cuisine: “Warning:
the tea is SWEET.” “You have to
try fried okra.” “Mississippi? That's
interesting..at least you'll enjoy
the food.” My family and friends
seemed to associate this little cor-
ner of the world with two things:
scorching heat and delicious food.
As | look back on this summer, |
realize that food was an essential
part of my education about the
Magnolia State and southern Jew-
ish life. These lessons started with
my first meal in Jackson at Aladdin
(a Lebanese restaurant that's a fa-
vorite of the ISJL staff). In my mind,
southern cuisine was composed
of barbecue and fried foods, so |
was shocked to discover that the
city had multiple amazing Med-
iterranean restaurants. This was
the first of many culinary surpris-
es that ranged from Jackson’s pig
ear sandwiches to the hot tamales
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of the Mississippi Delta. Through-
out the summer, | noticed various
blends of food and culture, which
shattered the neatly-defined idea
of southern cuisine that | had at
the beginning of the internship.

The observations continued
during my research for the ISJL
Virtual Vacation—I| produced an
episode about the Cuban Jewish
community in south Florida. After
reading an article about the im-
migration of Jews in Cuba to the
United States, | had numerous
guestions about this communi-
ty: What were the origins of the
Jewish community in Cuba? Why
did the majority of this population
move to southern Florida? How
did families share these stories of
migration?

In order to answer these ques-
tions, | conducted interviews with
members of the community. One
recurring theme was the impor-
tance of food. Multiple interview-

SHALOM Y’ALL | WINTER 2023

Isabel (left) and Clara.

Jackson,
Mississippi
o

ees talked
about how
the food

they cooked with their
families combined Cuban
flavors with traditional Sep-
hardic and Ashkenazi dishes.

Through my research on Miami's
Cuban Jews and my own Missis-
sippi dining experiences, | came
to understand that food is a living
record of the people, places, and
cultures that have contributed to
the evolving landscape of this part
of the country. My favorite meals
during the internship were unex-
pected: an alligator po' boy in New
Orleans, a smoked sausage slider
from the Big Apple Inn in Jackson,
and an oyster omelet from Elvie's
in Jackson. The history of southern
Jewish food is too complex to cre-
ate a cohesive origin story, but it
reflects the integration of different
cultures and a love of community.
And it sure is delicious.
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ARCHIVAL EXPLORATION

ISABEL BARTOSH

My summer internship at the
ISJL was an invaluable learning
experience. Because of the pan-
demic, all of my previous archival
experiences had been digital. | ap-
preciated the opportunity to learn
more about how an archive is or-
ganized and the different things
an archivist must take into consid-
eration. Despite what many may
think, an archive is not simply a
repository for every photograph,
poster, slide, or scrap of paper that
crosses an institutional desk. Ar-
chives have limited space, preser-
vation abilities, and purpose. We
can't keep dozens of copies of the
same picture—however, it is still a
struggle to discard anything.

The ISJL has conducted hun-
dreds of oral history interviews
over the years, and every single
tape needs to be digitized and
stored before people can access
them for research purposes. Our
job thissummer was to digitize the
tapes, scan relevant documents,
and organize the interviews into
easily-identifiable folders on the
computer. This is the first step in
the long process of making these
invaluable oral histories accessi-
ble to the public. | can't wait to see
what a future researcher does with
this resource.

Our other main assignment

this summer was to develop our :
Vacation |

very own ISJL Virtual
episode. When | learned that Sa-
vannah, Georgia, has a significant
Jewish community, | immediately

wondered if there was a Jewish |*®

connection to the Girl Scouts or-

ganization, which was founded in

Savannah in 1912. For my episode, |
got to talk with three women who
were involved in Girl Scouts in the
1950s and 1960s, and one woman
who is still involved in scouting as
a director in Tennessee. | was a Girl
Scout for 12 years, so | genuinely
enjoyed working on a project that
will contribute to public knowl-
edge about an amazing organiza-
tion. The episode premieres at the
end of February—just in time for
Girl Scout Cookie season!

| am so grateful for my time at
the ISJL. | have worked with some
truly amazing people who have
guided my thoughts on my future
career. | am even more secure in
my commitment to the field of
history, and | can’t wait to continue
my education. | can only hope that

any future colleagues of mine will g

be like the people | have met here.

up :
precaLy &
IA];J.F._A NS

From topo ottom: Isabel and C

on the road in New Orleans; digitizing
oral history interviews;visiting Whitney
' Plantation; processing materials in the

ISJL Institutional History Archive. =
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Standing: Lafe,
Rayman, angkDavid
Solomon, with their
father David'seated
(photo by David
Sicher, courtesy

of the Solomon
family).
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Temple Beth El Sunday School, 1922.
Courtesy of the Solomon Family.

A CONVERSATION WITH
DAVID SOLOMON

sas, his home. In addition to managing family businesses in the Helena area, he has been involved with

DAVID SOLOMON HAS LIVED IN NEW YORK CITY SINCE THE LATE 1960S, BUT HE STILL CONSIDERS HELENA, ARKAN-

a number of historical preservation efforts there. The Solomon family has also supported the ISJL im-
mensely over the years. Most recently, the Solomon family awarded the ISJL a small grant to fund upcoming
revisions to the Arkansas section of the Encyclopedia of Southern Jewish Communities. ISJL Historian Josh
Parshall talked to Solomon about his family's Arkansas roots and his continued dedication to his hometown

and its local history.

As | like to say, I'm the fourth-
and-a-half generation of the family
to be from there. My great-grand-
father Moses Levy Solomon came
to Helena, Arkansas, in the early
1850s. Like many Jews of the era,
he was a salesman. He opened
a store. He and Pauline, his wife,
had eight children, six of whom
were boys, born between 1867 and
1883. Moses died when the eldest
son was in his twenties and the
youngest was twelve years old. Of
the eight children, only one went
to college—the youngest one. The
other seven were entrepreneurial.
They worked together, along with
the men and women they mar-
ried. They had retail stores, whole-
sale stores, they had a bank, and
got involved in farming.

The Solomon family helped
found Temple Beth El in Helena,
and they were among the leading
citizens of the town. Helena was
more liberal than many communi-
ties of the time, and the Jews were
fully accepted. One of my cousins
was mayor of Helena in the late
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19th century, and another cousin
and his son were city treasurers in
the early twentieth century. It was
a flourishing community up until
the Second World War.

In the 1920s, there were one hun-
dred Jewish familiesin Helena,and
the temple also drew membership
fromm surrounding counties. The
other interesting thing is that the
Jewish communities of the Arkan-
sas and Mississippi Delta formed a
larger, integrated community. And
this was both in my grandparents’
time and in my father's and moth-
er'stime. It was not uncommon for
them to go to dances in Greenville,
Mississippi, or for the Mississippi
people, from the Jewish commu-
nity, to come to Helena to socialize.

All these people had rough-
ly similar backgrounds: pre-Civil
War émigrés, settlers in the Del-
ta on both sides of the river. They
started out in retail and ended up
in farming and in the professions.
My paternal grandmother came
from a very distinguished fami-

SHALOM Y’ALL | WINTER 2023

ly south of Greenville, Mississip-
pi. In fact, | reckon about a quar-
ter of the graves in the Greenville
Jewish cemetery are my relatives.
And there are relatives from other
towns.

We were raised—my two young-
er brothers and |I—to “get out of
Dodge"” because it was clear that
the Jewish community was de-
clining and opportunity was else-
where. One brother, Lafe, lives in
Washington, DC, and was a life-
long employee of the National La-
bor Relations Board, rising to be
general counsel. My other brother,
Rayman, is a law school professor
and dean emeritus, and the for-
mer provost of Rutgers Universi-
ty-Camden. But we all maintain
a strong allegiance to Helena. We
have several family businesses in
Helena that | run. Pre-COVID-19 |
was there every five or six weeks,
both because of my father and
because of the family businesses.
The pandemic put a stop to that,
but | have resumed my travels to
Helena.



My father died in 2017, and he
was the last Jew from the histor-
ical Jewish community to live in
Helena. Temple Beth El Cemetery,
of which | am the head, remains
in active use. It is on the National
Register of Historic Places, and we
maintain it. We bury one or two
members of the Helena Jewish
diaspora every year. The diaspora,
the descendants of the congrega-
tion, are all over the country, but
they remain united and loyal to
their community of origin.

We're one of the few Jewish
cemeteries in Arkansas that re-
mains viable, and we are very
proud of that. In fact, we are build-
ing something we call a history
pavilion in the cemetery—a small
structure that will contain visu-
al and textual information about
the history of the congregation
and the community of Temple
Beth El. We're doing this because
when my generation passes from
this earth, there will be nobody

Temple Beth El Cemetery in Helena.

Women of Temple Israel in Blytheville, Arkansas,

preparing food for a Passover seder, 1990.

left who can explain the history of
the community. We also have an
extensive database of the burials
and are in the process of putting
that on JewishGen.com. So we are
doing the best we can to preserve
the history of the community
and to inculcate the next genera-
tion—my two brothers and | have
five children among us—and their
next generation in the necessity of
this history. | will be buried there,
along with my wife, and that will
make the fourth generation of Sol-
omons in the cemetery. Needless
to say, the cemetery is important
to me and my brothers.

| became aware ofabook called A
Corner of the Tapestry by Caroline
Cray LeMaster, a Christian wom-
an who became interested in the
Arkansas Jewish community. She
wrote a 600-page book—carefully
going through each local Jewish
community, collecting informa-
tion and databases. My father and
other members of his generation

-

of the Arkansas Jewish communi-
ty supported her research. She was
a librarian by profession. | met her
after the book was published. She
became sort of an adjunct profes-
sor at the Central Arkansas Library
in Little Rock, working on the But-
ler Collection for Arkansas History.
She provided the library all of her
research material, which is exten-
sive. She died some years ago,
but the Jewish community of Ar-
kansas owes her a debt of thanks
for her work, because most of the
communities that she document-
ed are long gone. | was motivated
to create a small, donor-advised
fund called the Tapestry Fund to
support Jewish historical activities
in Arkansas. The money is invest-
ed and managed by the Arkansas
Community Foundation, and | am
glad that it will help the ISJL to re-
vise the Encyclopedia of Southern
Jewish Communities and contin-
ue sharing the stories of places like
Helena, Arkansas.

Helena,
Arkansas

With Mississippi revisions

wrapped up, our next big
Encyclopedia project will be to
revisit the Arkansas section. If
you're from an Arkansas Jewish
community, take a look at the
pertinent entry and let Dr. Josh
Parshall know what you think.

Email Dr. Parshall at history@isjl.org.
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JEWISH CULTURE IN KENTUCKY
HOW THE ISJL HELPS MAKE IT HAPPEN

E LOVE WEEKEND-LONG ENGAGEMENTS FOR OUR
WISJL roster presenters, because they are able

to connect to congregants and provide full
and rich experiences to the congregation. Last spring, ..
Temple Shalom of Louisville, Kentucky, reached out to Louisville,
us about bringing in Rabbi Joshua Garroway, PhD, to Kentucky
their community. Rabbi Garroway is a professor of Ear-
ly Christianity and the Second Commonwealth at He-
brew Union College in Los Angeles. Karen Bloom and
then Sandra Flaksman of Temple Shalom were the lo-
cal leaders of this process, and Sandra had a great chat
with ISJL Director of Programs Shira Muroff about
their recent December 2022 event with Rabbi Garro-
way.

Shira: Why did you decide to host
Rabbi Garroway, and why did you
choose to book him through the
ISJL?

Sandra: We wanted to bring in
Rabbi Garroway because our rab-
bi, Rabbi Beth Jacowitz Chottiner,
is friends with him from rabbinical
school. We went through the ISJL
because working with you allows
us to access a discounted speaker
honorarium. [The ISJL's more af-
fordable] reduced pricing is what
makes it possible to bring in a
speaker like him for a full weekend.

What was it like working with
the ISJL for this event?

You and | had such a good rela-
tionship throughout the process.
When | sent any email or need-
ed any information, you had very
timely responses. | appreciated
working together, and the good
communication.

What is it like as a committee
chair to bring in programming
for the temple?

| am the education chair on Kar-
en's engagement committee. We
both enjoyed bringing in the infor-
mation that Rabbi Garroway con-
veys, and learning it ourselves! The
topics that Rabbi Garroway brings
in are very interesting to me.
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Rabbi Beth Jacowitz Chottiner (Ieft). with Rabb
Joshua Garroway, PhD, in Louisville, Kentucky.

Courtesy of Temple Shalom.

Can you tell us a little bit about
the event that Rabbi Garroway
came in for?

Rabbi Garroway came in for a
scholar-in-residence weekend,
speaking Friday night through
Sunday. He spoke at Friday night
services on The Origins of Christi-
anity and its Parting of the Ways
with Judaism. On Saturday he
spoke during services and after our
kiddush lunch on the topic Jew-
ish-Christian Dialogue: Ancient
and Modern. Both of those events
were sponsored by the temple Sis-
terhood. On Sunday, He also spoke
at the Men’s Club breakfast about
Conversion to Judaism: Ancient
and Modern.

How did the congregation re-
spond to the event? What was
the turnout?

%

This weekend was very well re-
ceived! Rabbi Garroway has a way
of putting things that makes his
content relatable but still exem-
plifies the scholar he is. We were
also glad to see that the audience
on Friday included members of
the Christian community, and in-
terfaith couples and conversion
students from the temple. It was
unreal—we had 150 people attend
across the three events. There were
some repeat attendees across the
events, but for a community of 110
family units, having 73 people Fri-
day night was amazing. Everyone
was thrilled with the numbers.

What did it mean to have this
program for your temple?

We are an elderly congregation
working with a small budget, ex-
isting year to year. To do an event

like this says that we are here and
we're not going anywhere. We're
still a strong group. Amazing-
ly, I also lost count of volunteers
during the weekend. It was some
of the best volunteer engagement
we've had at an event, even tak-
ing into account events before the
pandemic. Some other Sisterhood
members and | prepped the food
in my small household kitchen.
We were a well-oiled machine,
and we felt an energy like “this is
why we're supposed to do this.
This event really brought people
together; it was a truly engaged
event with the volunteers.

Would you work with us again?

Of course! Absolutely; it's nice
to know that there's an organiza-
tion tailored to southern congre-
gations. We have our own style of
Judaism.

View our dynamic roster of presenters at www.isjl.org/presenters-roster.

To learn more about Cultural Programs at the ISJL, email programming@isjl.org.
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Remembering Ann Zivitz Kientz

Please join us for a celebration of life for our friend and colleague,
Ann, as her first yahrzeit (anniversary of death) approaches. Some
-;:;[- of her favorite performers, including Batsheva, Joe Buchanan,
Shelly Goldstein, and Eliana Light, will perform in Ann's memory,
with recollections of Ann shared between each performance.

Monday, February 13, 2023
6pm Central
- Live at www.facebook.com/ThelSJL

% There is no need to register or RSVP. Donations in Ann's
.:"'.i memory are always welcome but there is no cost to attend
. this event. We look forward to celebrating Ann with you.
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SPIRITUALITY

A MEMBER OF THE TRIBE IN
NATCHEZ, MISSISSIPPI

TERI TILLMAN

TEMPLE B'NAI'ISRAEL, NATCHEZ, MISSISSIPPI

"Natchez Jewish Homecoming”

was underway. More than 300
Jews with ancestral ties to the
Jewish community in Natchez,
Mississippi, had come to celebrate
the city’'s rich Jewish heritage
during a three-day “homecoming”
co-sponsored by Temple B'nai Is-
rael and the precursor to the ISJL,
the Museum of the Southern Jew-
ish Experience. | was thirty-seven
years old and had never been in-
side a synagogue.

I T WAS THE SPRING OF 1994 AND THE

As | walked through the doors of
Temple B'nai Israel that weekend,
| was overwhelmed, not only by
its beauty, but also by the congre-
gation’s remarkable history that
dated to 1843, when a handful of
Jewish immigrants established
a burial society in Natchez. As |
looked around, | saw their names,
and those of their descendants,
everywhere: on Yahrzeit plaques,
Torah covers, stained glass win-
dows, and prayer books.

My neighbor, the late Rae Weill
Rozolsky, took note of my inter-
est in the temple and its history.
A few years later, when B'nai Isra-
el opened once again for tours—
this time as part of ISJL's Cultural
Corridors tour, “Discovering Jew-
ish Heritage Along the Mississip-
pi River'—she asked for my help. |
agreed, but not without hesitation.
Although | was a certified local
tour guide, | knew little about Nat-
chez Jewish history—and even less
about Judaism. (When one of our
first visitors asked if | was a “mem-

ber of the tribe,” | had no idea what
he was talking about!) Soon after-
wards, the late Robert Lehmann,
who had long served as the tem-
ple's tour guide, asked me to take
over that responsibility. | immedi-
ately began reading everything |
could find about Judaism and the
Natchez Jewish community.

About the same time, Mimi Mill-
er of the Historic Natchez Founda-
tion asked me to research two Jew-
ish merchants who had operated a
grocery store in nearby Church Hill,
Mississippi, in the late nineteenth
century. Plans to turn their former
store into a museum never mate-
rialized, but my research led to an
invitation to speak on the Natchez
Jewish community at the next His-
toric Natchez Conference. By then
| had gotten to know all the mem-

bers of B'nai Israel, who not only
helped me with my research, but
also invited me to attend services
on Friday nights. Rabbi Katie Bau-
man served as our student rabbi
that year, and her Saturday morn-
ing Hebrew classes played a signif-
icant role in my increased interest
in Judaismm—and more frequent
attendance at Shabbat services.

For a few years | continued to
attend my local church—while
also attending services at B'nai
Israel and helping out in any way
that | could: offering tours, host-
ing onegs, and answering occa-
sional genealogical inquiries from
descendants of former Natchez
Jewish residents. In time | began
to consider converting to Judaism.

But our last full-time rabbi in
Natchez had retired in 1976, and

-;li#' JH

Teri with Rabbi Adam Kligfeld of
Temple Beth Am in Los Angeles,
who traveled to Natchez on a

! Southern Jewish Heritage Tour.

Natchez,
Mississippi
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without even a student rabbi here, | saw no way to do
so—until a friend told me that he had converted the
previous year with the help of the ISJL.

| contacted Rabbi Caroline Sim, current Director of
Rabbinical Services at the ISJL, who readily agreed to
guide me through the conversion process. Require-
ments included an online Judaism course, which |
supplemented with extensive independent reading,

but it was my twice monthly meetings on Zoom with |
Rabbi Sim during the following year that | found most |

helpful as | prepared for this major spiritual change in
my life.

Earlier this year | was giving a synagogue tour to a
group from Temple Beth Am in Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, when | was asked:

“Did you grow up in Natchez?”

“No,” | replied, “I'm from Florida.”

“So how did a nice Jewish girl from Florida end up in
Natchez, Mississippi?”

“Well,” | began, “I'm not actually Jewish—but | will be
in about two months—after my conversion ceremony
takes place here at B'nai Israel.”

Shouts of “Mazel tov!” filled the synagogue.

These days, | spend as much time studying Torah
and Hebrew as | do Natchez Jewish history, and when
a visitor asks me if  am a “member of the tribe,” not
only do | know what they mean, | am delighted to be
able to respond: “Yes, | am!”

Teri signs her conversion certificate with Rabbi
Caroline Sim and Temple B'nai Israel leaders Elise

p—
Teri on the steps of Temple B'nai Israel.
b ———

- = T |
—— :

= Rushing and Beau Baumgardner.

To learn more about Spirituality at

Temple B'nai Israel congregants and community members
at a Hanukkah celebration in the temple's social hall, 2018.

the ISJL, email rabbi@isjl.org.

Learn more about our efforts to restore Temple B'nai Israel at www.natcheztemple.org.
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BRAUNIG

siana, have been program partners, support-

ers, and dear friends of the ISJL for many years.
ISJL CEO Michele Schipper recently had the privilege
of speaking with them about their commitment to
community and their deep connections to the ISJL.

| | ELAINE AND BILL BRAUNIG OF SHREVEPORT, LOUI-

Can you tell me a little about
your connection to the ISJL?

Bill: | was in SoFTY (Southern
Federation of Temple Youth, now
known as NFTY-Southern, the Re-
form Jewish youth movement)
with Macy Hart, the ISJL's found-
er. We also sent our kids to Jacobs
Camp, which was truly a second
home for them; we joked that
Macy “adopted” our kids. When we
heard about this project, we knew
it would really have great impact.

Helaine: We were both raised
in Shreveport, Louisiana, so the
whole concept of the ISJL reso-
nated with us. We wanted the
kids in the small communities to
have connections to other com-
munities and a meaningful way
to stay connected to Judaism. We
were also pleased to know that the
even-smaller Jewish communities
would have access to rabbis.

How did you first get involved as
ISJL partners?

Helaine: B'nai Zion Congrega-
tion in Shreveport was one of the
first ten communities to partic-
ipate in the ISJL education pro-
gram when it was first piloted
in 2003-2004. | was the religious
school director at the time. The
carefully crafted new curriculum
made it so much easier to secure
and retain religious school teach-
ers!

OUR SUPPORTERS

MEET THE DONORS

HELAINE & BILL

Why did you decide to
donate to the ISJL?

Helaine: We've
had many positive
experiences with
the ISJL which led
us to become do-
nors, especially the
education curriculum
and the annual confer-
ence. And we've had
wonderful friendships
with ISJL Fellows (now
called ISJL Program
Associates), with
whom we've kept
in  touch throughout
the years. We love the
impact the program has had on
them, and how many have gone
on to careers in the Jewish com-
munity. And it's not just the educa-
tion program—we proudly helped
pilot ISJL's community engage-
ment programs; we've participat-
ed in the shared-expense cultural
programming; and we deeply val-
ue the ISJIL sending rabbis to the
smaller communities.

Bill: We want to support some-
thing that is in our own backyard,
doing work that resonates with us.
We've seen that the ISJL was ful-
filling its mission and meeting its
goals, which inspires us to give.
Helaine and | were both also ac-
tive in SOFTY, and our youth group
friends became our very closest

Shreveport,
Louisiana

friends. We also both had excel-
lent Jewish role models.

Helaine: Yes! My parents and
grandparents were always donors
to the Jewish Federation and the
synagogue. There was an under-
standing of Jewish needs in the
local community, the U.S., and
throughout the world.

Bill: My parents were more “cul-
turally Jewish,” but my activity in
SoFTY strengthened my Jewish
foundation. Plus, | had the good
sense to marry Helaine.

(Editor’'s note: On February 7,
2023, Helaine and Bill will cele-
brate their 52nd wedding anni-
versary! Please join us in wishing
them mazel tov.)
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Interview with the

continued

Braunigs,

The theme of this issue is “com-
munity.” Do you have any oth-
er thoughts on the ISJL, or your
own southern Jewish communi-
ty, and how community shapes
your lives?

Helaine: Our Jewish community
is so central to who we are. | served
as B'nai Zion'’s religious school di-
rector for more than thirty years.
Bill was a classroom teacher for
every age level—wherever and
whenever | needed a teacher! He
really enjoyed teaching; everyone
loved him and called him “Mr. Bill,”
and the ISJL curriculum made
it easy for him to teach any class.
Truly, the ISJL gives so much to our
southern communities.

Bill: There's an important Jew-
ish teaching that the world is sus-
tained by three things—and | think
the ISJL serves our communities
using each of those three pillars:
Torah, through living out the To-

REMEMBERING

rah and Jewish values and cultur-
al celebrations; Avodah, through
supporting education and spiri-
tuality in a joyful way; and Gemi-
lut Chassadim, all the wonderful
community engagement and so-
cial justice opportunities the ISJL
has offered over the years.

What are some of the other
causes and organizations that
you support?

Bill: Hebrew College, where our
son Jordan was ordained as a rab-
bi, and URJ Jacobs Camp, which
has cemented the Jewish identi-
ties of our children and grandchil-
dren.

Helaine: The Anti-Defamation
League (ADL) is another import-
ant cause; I'm on the regional
board, and we believe fighting an-
tisemitism is more important than
ever. We also support a number of
secular organizations.

Bill: We ground our actions in
the following teaching from Hil-

CONGREGATION ETZ
CHAIM OF NORTHWEST

ARKANSAS

In the summer of 2022, Congregation Etz Chaim

lel: If | am not for myself, who will
be for me? If | am only for myself,
what am 1? And if not now, when?

And finally... what's your favorite
Jewish food?

Bill: Latkes! | make the best lat-
kes, fresh out of the oil so they're
hot and crispy. In December, |
helped make 300 latkes for the
Shreveport community’s Chanu-
kah celebration. Pro-tips: cook
outside and put your frying pan
on the grill, so the house doesn't
smell like oil for a week!

Helaine: | have to go with mat-
zoh ball soup. It reminds me of all
the Passover seders at my grand-
parents’ house—and | think it's fun
to roll the matzoh balls.

We are so grateful to Helaine
and Bill for their support not only
ofthe ISJL, but also of their Shreve-
port community and beyond. They
truly exemplify what it is to live out
their values with joy and integrity.

of Northwest Arkansas in Bentonville, Arkansas, held
its last service. This fall, as it dispersed its remaining
assets, the community sent a donation to the ISJL,
which read: "Thanks for your support over the last 18
years. We were blessed by your partnership and ser-
vices. Please accept the donation in memory of our
congregation."

Some of our staff's fondest memories over the years
were working with the membership at Etz Chaim.
In this picture, taken in 2006, ISJL Education Fellow
Greg Weisman—now serving as a rabbi in Boca Ra-
ton, Florida—is seen helping introduce students in
Bentonville to the beauty of a Torah scroll. '

May the memory of this congregation continue to
be a blessing—and the ISIL will continue to be here
for the community of Northwest Arkansas.

To support the ISIL's work, visit www.isjl.org/donate or reach out to us any time!
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ALLOW US TO INTRODUCE YOU TO YOUR

SOUTHERN
_JEWISH JOURNEY

.

/

il - ’ -'-'_d'-r-
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—

BECOME AN --I.-SJL PROGRAM ASSOCIATE!

+ Work with us in a two-year, full-time, paid position with benefits
+Learn on-the-job professional skills and engage in hands-on work
* Develop curriculum and run original educational programming

+ Lead worship services, all-family events, teacher workshops, conference sessions, and more
* Meet people from across the South

To apply, send a resume and cover letter to jewisheducation@isjl.org

LEARN MORE AT WWW.ISJL.ORG/ISIL-PROGRAM-ASSOCIATES
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AROUND THE REGION

COMMUNITY IN ACTION

L ol i

|’

¢

.
ongratulations, Josh! i
Dr. Josh Parshall was recently named the nhew President of
o= he Southern Jewish Historical Society. He joined past SJHS =
.-",.%residents at the recent SJHS conference in Charleston. &
tanding: Phyllis Leffler, Bruce Beeber, Hollace Weiner,
Leonard Rogoff; seated: Josh Parshall, Janice Rothschild =
Bloomberg, Jay Silverberg (photo credit: Samuel Gruber).
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unnmgTor Latkes *
Director of Education'™Molly Levy ran the 2022 Chase the =
Dreldel Sk in St. Petersburg, Florida; Wlth her son Jonah
.n" . 2

Remote but Accessible
Lapidus & Myles led us in'song during an unforgettable Zoom
concert—get in touch to bring them to your community this year!

i £0

i. =
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_Keeping Traditions ﬁ’lv-eq
——

Director of RabbinicalServices Rabbi Caroline

Sim and Temple B!nai Israel president Beau

aumgardner lit the'menorah at the annual
Hanukkah party'in Natchez, Mississippig

.
£ 1«-{‘ e
Poetry l-;‘l Motion‘l %iu

The ISIL Culture team led a workshop oniJewish immigration at'the Two
Mississippi Museums Summer Camp,which involved students writing
poetry about their ownimigration experiences. =

h‘. - - o e
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Rachell and Chris Myers (along with
' Rabbi Joseph Rosen) demonstrated
Jewish marriage rituals at Beth Israe

Coqakregatlon in J%son, Mississippi.

-

Dlrector of Programs Shlra Muroff‘caught up with former
h Community Engagement Fellow: (and current Public Programs «"®
Manager at the Museum of the Southern Jewish Experlence)

Lizzi Meister in New Orleans this past summer. ‘..t
L |

i
o

-
=
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Giving Back to Our Hometown
‘@ | B Students from Jackson Public Schools at
- e ISJL's TAP peer mediation summit.

|
NN

WINTER 2023 = Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life 4O



creo



GIVING THANKS

THANK YOU TO OUR
SUPPORTERS

N THESE PAGES, YOU CAN SEE THE IMPACT THE ISJL HAS ON THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE JUST LIKE YOU. WITH DEEP AP-
preciation, the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life extends thanks to everyone who
made a contribution or pledge from January 1to December 31, 2022.

$100,000+
Stanford & Joan Alexander Foundation
Anonymous
The Rosalinde & Arthur Gilbert Foundation
Diane & Guilford Glazer Foundation
Goldring Family Foundation
The Robert G. & Ellen S. Gutenstein Family
Foundation
Charles & Lynn Schusterman Family Philanthropies
Woldenberg Foundation
Anne & Henry Zarrow Foundation

$10,000 - $99,999
Anonymous
Congregation Emanu-El of New York
Congregation Etz Chaim - Bentonville, AR
Elaine & Emanuel Crystal Family Fund
Lynn Crystal Charitable Fund
Alan & Diane Franco Family Donor Advised Fund
Jay & Marietta Hesdorffer
Kirschner Trusts
The Leon Levine Foundation
Andrea & Paul Levy
Ben May Charitable Trust
National Center to Encourage Judaism
Rabbi Jack & Audrey Romberg
Spencer & Debra Simons
AMSkier Agency Insurance -
Aimee, Jeffrey, & Henry Skier
Rayman L. Solomon & Carol Avins
Jay & Deanie Stein Foundation Trust
Shirley & David Toomim Family Foundation
Kathryn Wiener
Kenneth Zadeck & Lisa Weiss
M.B. & Edna Zale Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999

The Bear Family Foundation

Imogene Berman

Central Synagogue - New York,
NY

Pepe Prince & Terry Finn

Charlett & Dr. Marshall Frumin

Gail & Michael Goldberg

Susan & Macy B. Hart Tzedakah
Fund

Marlene & Spencer Hays
Foundation

The Douglas J. Hertz Family
Foundation

Joe & Candace Herzog

Sally & Bob Huebscher

Leifer Family Fund

Morris & Stacey Lewis

Stephen Libowsky & Sue
Berman
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Monica Lizka-Miller & Alex Miller,
M. D.

Jackie & Dr. Alan S. Luria

Meyer Family - Margaret, Helen
Marie & Harold Meyer, Jr.

Scott & Julie Miller Philanthropic
Fund of the Dallas Jewish
Community Foundation

Neal W. Nathanson

Heather & Leon Rittenberg, IlI

Dr. Robert Roubey & Lisa
Brachman

Michele & Ken Schipper

Rachel Reagler Schulman

Joanne & Joseph Stein, Jr.

Steven Strauss

Jay & Bz Tanenbaum

Mary L. Wiener

Henry & Sylvia Yaschik
Foundation



$1,000 - $4,999

David & Janet Blum

Suzy B. Boshwit

Elizabeth Ann Brown

Stratton Bull

Susan & Leslie R. Burson

Toni D. Cooley

Charles & Bettie Minette
Cooper

Jonathan Coopersmith & Lisa
Halperin

Martin & Barbara
Coopersmith

Rabbi Michael & Lindsey
Danziger

Jay & Sheryl Davidson

Iris & Marvin H. Edelson

llene Engel

Arnold Feinstein

Arthur & Amy J. Finkelberg

Ann C. Fishman

Francis & Frances Sweeney
Fraenkel

David & Elizabeth Friedman

Bobette & Lowell J. Friedman

Reuben Gamoran

Dr. Lawrence & Peggy
Goldstein

Michael & Elaine Gutenstein

Risa & Drew Herzog

Barbara & Stephen J. Heyman

Rachelle D. Hirsch

Jewish Federation of Columbus,
GA

Jewish Federation of Greater
New Orleans

Judge Jacob L. & Vickie Karno

Leo Kayser, IlI

Anne & Herman S. Kohlmeyer,
Jr.

The Aurelia Konrad Charitable
Foundation

Nora C. Koplin & Alvin M. Koplin
Fund of the Community
Foundation of Central GA

Bradley & Marion Levy
Lapidus

Michael H. & Audrey Laufer

Bari & Keith Levingston

Stuart Leviton & Herb Schultz

Isabel & Peter L. Malkin

Gerald W. Miller Philanthropic
Fund of the Dallas Jewish
Community Foundation

Julia Miller Philanthropic
Fund of the Dallas Jewish
Community Foundation

Mimi Miller

The Jean & Saul A. Mintz Family
Foundation

Melinda & Morris F. Mintz

Michael & Carol Buchalter
Mittel

Dr. Alvin & Linda Mushlin

Berte A. Muslow

Lieutenant Colonel Ed Nagler

North Louisiana Jewish

Howard S. Prince

David & Karen Reagler

Cynthia N. Rittenberg

Russ & Leslie Robinson

Terry & Bert Romberg
Philanthropic Fund of the
Dallas Jewish Community
Foundation

Doyne-Oury-Rosenfeld Family
Philanthropic Fund

Roger & Lynne Rosenfield

Helen & Harry Saul
Foundation

Dr. Stuart & Lois Elizabeth
Schnider

Jane & William Sizeler

Nancy & David P. Solomon

Lafe Solomon & Catherine
Crockett

Paul & Debra H. Solomon

Stoller Family Charitable Trust

Tri-City Jewish Community
Fund

Trustmark National Bank

Alyse Michelle Wagner & Jon
Sacks

Barbara & Victor C. Weisskopf

$500 - $999

Anonymous

Elaine & Hirschel B. Abelson

Peggy Banks

Marcia & Robbie Barron

Jennifer & Jack C. Benjamin,
Jr.

Lynn & Alan J. Berkeley

Carol Anne & Sidney M. Blitzer

Samuel & Deborah
Brackstone

Helaine & William Braunig, Jr.

Jeffrey Cohen

Gemiluth Chassodim
Congregation - Alexandria,
LA

James & Laurie Bell Dworkin

Rona & Rabbi Bruce Elder

Katherine E. Friedman

Robert H. Kahn, Jr. Family
Foundation Trust

Stephen & Barbara Gelman

Mrs. Roslyn Stein Goldstein

Robert & Susan Goldstein

Gilda Hesdorffer

Melanie & Douglas L. Hirt

Mindy & Clay Humphrey

Debra & Joel Jacobs

Norma & Wes James

Marcy & Mark Kanter

Arnold Kaplan

Leah & Paul Katz

Sharon & David Kessler

Laura & Henry Kline, Il

Stanley B. Kline

Judy & Mark Konikoff

Evelyn & Elliot Kornreich

Mary Jane & Mike
Lamensdorf

The ISJIL is indebted to the following
foundations and individuals whose
generous investments, past and
present, have enabled us to move our
vision forward with confidence:

Anonymous

The Stanford & Joan Alexander Foundation
Maurice Amado Foundation

The David Berg Foundation

Bezalel Foundation

Samuel Bronfman Foundation

Covenant Foundation

Elaine & Emanuel Crystal Charitable Fund
Nathan Cummings Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel M. Edelman

The Rosalinde & Arthur Gilbert Foundation
Diane & Guilford Glazer Foundation
Goldring Family Foundation

The Gottesman Fund

Eugene M. Grant

Robert C. & Ellen S. Gutenstein Family Foundation
Ronne & Donald Hess Foundation

Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc.

Jim Joseph Foundation

Charles & Esther Kimerling Foundation
Ben L. & Betty G. Lamensdorf Endowment Fund
Ted Levi

The Leon Levine Foundation

Lawrence Magdovitz z"/

The Marcus Foundation

Ben May Charitable Trust

Mintz Family

Jean & Bill Mosow

Natan

Harriette & Ted Perlman

Righteous Persons Foundation

Project Accelerate

AMSKkier Agency Insurance

Charles & Lynn Schusterman Family Philanthropies
Shornick Family

The Slingshot Fund

Samuel & Helene Soref Foundation
Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation
Woldenberg Foundation

The Zadeck Family

M.B. & Edna Zale Foundation

Anne & Henry Zarrow Foundation

Robert J. Landers Ambassador John N. Palmer Susan Shender
Edward & Ruth Legum Family Lani & Spencer Preis Rabbi Todd Silverman
Fund Sue & Fred Preis Josef Sternberg Memorial
Albert J. Leveck Phrose Raphael Fund
Nancy & Robert Northrip Maurice & Tricia Rosenbaum Dr. Barry & Sandra Uretsky
Donna & Ted Orkin, Jr. Theodore Rubenstein Lynn & Dr. Stephen Weinrib
The Honorable J. David Betsy & Joseph Samuels Rabbi Greg & Tami Weisman
Orlansky Dr. Carl Schmulen Marilyn & Dr. A.R. White

Federation
Steven A. Okon
Robin & William Orgel
Beth & Steven D. Orlansky
Elise Bear & William D.
Pollak Family Charitable
Foundation
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$250 - $499

Rabbi Andrew N. Bachman

William T. Beck

Jan Carole Benjamin

Sharon Berman

Laurie Blitzer & Sam Levine

Charles Brenner

Adrienne & Julian Brook

Adele & Rick Burke

Susan & Steven Caller

Michael J. Churgin

Clare & Robin Clarke

Susan & Allan Donn

Rabbi Denise Eger & Rabbi
Eleanor Steinman

Rabbi James Egolf

Rabbi Steven & Vicki Reikes
Fox

Gilbert S. Fox, Il

Amy & Jacob M. Friedlander

Mrs. Elizabeth Friedman

Susan & Mark Glazer

Susan & Howard Green

David & Margaret Greenberg

Hebrew Union Sisterhood,
Greenville, MS

Mary Heiman

Paula R. Hoffman

Henry Holmes

Natalie & James B. Jalenak

Paul & Carol Kurtz

Robert Lipson & Sharon Kean

Dr. Steven Liverman

Elaine & Leonard Lurie

Dr. Howard & Siesel Maibach

Deborah Marcus

Mary Ann & Ezra Singer

Dr. Morton & Rosaly Meltzer

Morton H. Meyerson Family
Foundation

Debi & Samuel Mishael

Benjy Nelken

Larry & Naomi Orlansky

Samantha & David Pace

Henry & Rose Paris

Coach Joshua Pastner

Esther & Gary Polland

Cheryl Pollman

Susan Resnick

Deborah Roberts

Suzanne Robinson

Rabbi Joseph Rosen

Susan & Gordon M. Rubinett

Melissa & Philip Russ

The Honorable Gerald &
Kathleen Schiff

Mrs. Phyllis Selber

Teejay & David Shemper

Mrs. Brunette S. Simmons

Judge John F. & Louise Simon

Annette F. Simon & Robert M.
Portman

Nancy & Ben Sissman

Gianna Jacobson & Todd Siwak
Philanthropic Fund

Jane Slotin

Avi Soifer & Marlene Booth

Max & Claire Solomon Nisen

Stan & Debbie Sonenshine

Yvonne Stephan

Rachel Stern & Scott Pullen

Rabbi David E. Stern

Karen & Les Stern

The Joseph & Helen Swiff
Fund of the Dallas Jewish
Community Foundation

Alvin S. Tilles Endowment of
the Arkansas Community
Foundation

Gene & Annette Vinik

Adam & Regan Wassell

Leslie & Rabbi Max Weiss

This summer, the ISJL Culture team
. traveled to the Mississippi Delta, where

they visited the B.B. King Museum and
Delta Interpretive Center. That's right—
the Mississippi music icon featured on

* the cover is none other than B.B. King!

r

Photo by Heinrich Klaffs.
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Toni & Dr. Joel M. Adler

Dr. A. Michael & Karen
Alabaster

Judith & Stephen B.
Alderman

Honey Amado

Mildred & Howard Amer

Carol & Robert Antler

Joel & Dub Ashner

Joan & Stanley F. Baker

Ellen & Mark Balkin

Jordan Barkin

Dr. David & Lynn Barton

Harry H. Bayer

Dr. Bruce & Linda Barash
Beeber

Lynn & Robert E. Behrendt

Rabbi Judith & Stan Beiner

Edie & Ralph Bender

Jackie & Jerry Bendorf

Celia |. Berk

Eva & Barry Berman

Eric & Elizabeth Berman

The Bleiberg Family

Judy & Steve Bleyer

Neil & Regina S. Block

Rabbi Adena Blum

Lisa & Charles G. Boardman

Heather R. Boshak & Paul
Kotlawski

Rabbi Erin & Batya Boxt

Jerry Branson

Allen & Irene Brill Philanthropic
Fund

Marshall Brill

Melvin Brody

Margaret & Milton L. Brown

Margie & Richard Buxbaum

Rabbi Ben Chaidell

Elias & Michelle Chajet

Norman & Isabella Chapman

Charles K. Clark

Samuel Cohen

Gerald & Bonnie S. Cohen

Drs. Jacquelyn & Michael
Cohen

Benjamin Coplan
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Annette Corman

The Cusniers: Dr. Rachel,
Edward, Maxwell, &
Bradley

Sandra & John DeMuth

Mayo "Bren" & Jody Lubritz
Dorsey

Lori & Scott Dreffin

Harryette Anne Duncan

Jack Dveirin

Nancy & Dr. Isaac Eberstein

Debra & Michael N. Fein

Steven Feldman

Dell & Leon Felts

William J. Feltus, IV

Suzanne & Dr. Joel Fine

Mindy Fineman & Peter
Sessler

Jeff Fleishmann

Howard & Betsy Fleisig

Richard C. Friedman

Fillis & Henry L. Friedman

Marilyn Gelman

Barry & Nancy Glazer

Marc & Kimberly Glenn

Dale &Jimmy Glenn

Dr. Alan Gold, Jr.

Fred Goldstein

Kenneth Goldstein

Lisa & Lee Goldstein

Doris & Dr. Martin |. Goldstein

Rosanne G. Goldstein

Michael E. Goodman

Lynn Gordon & Hyman Penn

Charlotte Greely

Steven J. Greil

Michael & Clare Grisham

Grace & Jack Hanchrow

Maurice & Harriet Handelman
Donor Advised Fund

Susan & David L. Harwood

Katharine Haygood

Dr. Elizabeth Henderson

Laurie Herzog & Laura
Arbeitman

Jan Herzog & James Markson

Edward S. Hochman

Ellis & Marla Hoffman



Richard Holomon

Debbie & Gary Holzman and
Family

Bonnie Hurtig & Bill Van Hees

Barbara S. Hyman

Florence Isaacs

Dr. Charles Itzig, Jr.

Jackson Jewish Federation,
Jackson, MS

Ben F. Jacobs, IlI

Lois & Barry Jacobs

Peggy & Leo R. Jalenak

Jewish Council of Lake Norman

- Mooresville, NC

David Kahan

Lis & Hugo Kahn

Arthur & Abby Kalotkin

The Kander-Dauphin Family

Daniela & Seth Kaplan

Helen L. Kaplan

Monty Karns

Rabbi Debra & Alexander
Kassoff

Dr. Madelyn Mishkin Katz

Cheryl & Dr. Howard Katz

Dorothy & James Kelly

Rabbi Stuart & Vicky Kelman

Cyrile & Stephen Kieffer

Esther King

Jeri & David Kitner

Wendy Klein

Maury Kohn

Frederick & Linda Kolchin

Mary & Herb Kornguth

Robin Kosberg

Dr. Kevin & Janet Krane

Leonard & Lynn Krasnow

Sheri & Dr. James Krell

The Kronenbergs

Barry LaBoda

Dr. Barry & Charlotte Leader

Mrs. Sandra Lease

Barry & Stephanie Leff
Charitable Fund

Saradona & Dr. Leonard
Lefkowitz

Marla Greenberg Lepore

Stuart J. Levin & Sondra
Panico

Mrs. Dorothy G. Levin

Dr. Richard B. Levine

Bob & Julia Levingston

William Levinson

Ernest Levinson

Carol J. Levy

Billie M. Levy

Eileen & Dr. Michael Lieber

Sue Ann & Bernard Lipsey

Betty & Jay Lorch

Barbara & Earl J. Magdovitz

Jay Marcus

Alicia Kate Margolis

Hannah & Will Martin

Dr. Laurence & Anne Miller

Don A. Mitchell

Don & Rose Ann Naron

Lois W. Gordon Endowment
of the Dallas Jewish
Community Foundation -
Meryl & Scott Nason

Barbara & George B. Nathan

Darla P. Newman

Barry Nickelsberg

Esther & Ronald O'Mell

Ellen & Jeffrey Oppenheim

Dr. Stephen & Carolyn
Oppenheimer

Louise & Theodore H. Pailet

Rabbi Amy & Gary Perlin

Ronnie Pesserilo

Don & Martha Pollak

Jerry Pomerantz & Nancy
Greystone

Dr. Mark & Linda Posner

Becky & Don Potts

Mollie Rabinovitz

Jerrold Rehmar

Marilyn & Richard Reinhardt

Elliott D. & Alice I. Rosenberg

Jeanne & Dr. Stephen L.
Rozman

Drs. Eugenia & Marcelo J.
Ruvinsky

Arlene & Howard Safer

Dr. Charles & Harrylyn Sallis

Paul & Jeri R. Saper

Alice & Elliott Saunders

Robert S. Savelson & Susan
Bianchi

Marsha & Lionel Schooler

Susan & Laurence Schor

Lorraine & Morton A. Schrag

Katie & Max Schulman

Malkie Schwartz

Jacqueline & Myron H.
Schwitzer

Mandel C. Selber, Jr.

Cantor Rena Shapiro

Rabbi Robert & Linda Sharff

Peter & Tamar Sharp

Dana &R. Louis Shepard

Carolynn & Stephen
Sickerman

Tobyanne & Arnold Sidman

Rabbi Deborah Silver

Leanne & Alan Silverblatt

Dr.Sam R. Silverblatt

Elaine & Edward L. Simon

Paul Skolnick

Debra Goldstein Smith

Hayley Smith

Beth Stearman

Karla & Lawrence Steinberg

Ellie Streiffer & Ben Horwitz

Ann & Dr. Richard Streiffer

Paul Sullivan

Gail & Gary Swartz

Donna & A. W. Tanenbaum

Mildred & Ron Teitelbaum

Temple Beth Shalom - Austin,
X

Temple Israel - Jonesboro, AR

Temple Israel Sisterhood -
Memphis, TN

Sarah & Greg Thomas

Barry & Teri Tillman

Leon & Alice Waldoff

Marcia & Mike Walsh

Ethel & Dr. Richard S. Wayne

Kathleen & John Webster

Diane & Alan Weil

Anita & John Dennis Williams

Dr. Thomas M. Wolf

Robert R. Wolf

Jonathon & Stephanie K.
Wolfson

Craig Young

William D. Youngerman

Martha Andes Ziskind

CHAI CLUB ﬁ
MEMBERS

HE CHAI CLUB IS THE ISJL'S MONTHLY GIV-

ing society—all of the donors listed here

make recurring gifts to the ISIL each
month, directly deducted from their accounts;
an easy, meaningful way to give!

Rabbi Andrew N. Bachman
Jordan Barkin

The Bleiberg Family

Elias & Michelle Chajet
Samuel Cohen

Sandra & John DeMuth
Mayo "Bren" & Jody Lubritz Dorsey
Lori & Scott Dreffin

Rabbi James Egolf

Debra & Michael N. Fein
Marilyn Gelman

Michael E. Goodman
Charlotte Greely

Susan & Howard Green
Michael & Elaine Gutenstein
Dr. Elizabeth Henderson
Barbara S. Hyman

Norma & Wes James

The Kander-Dauphin Family
Rabbi Debra & Alexander Kassoff
Dr. Madelyn Mishkin Katz
Dorothy & James Kelly
Laura & Henry Kline, I

Judy & Mark Konikoff

Dr. Kevin & Janet Krane
Marla Greenberg Lepore
William Levinson

Alicia Kate Margolis
Lieutenant Colonel Ed Nagler
Phrose Raphael

David & Karen Reagler
Deborah Roberts

Rabbi Joseph Rosen

Malkie Schwartz

Dr. Sam R. Silverblatt
Hayley Smith

Max & Claire Solomon Nisen
Yvonne Stephan

Rachel Stern & Scott Pullen
Paul Sullivan

Sarah & Greg Thomas
Adam & Regan Wassell
Diane & Alan Weil

WANT TO JOIN THE
CHAI CLUB?

Visit wwwi.isjl.org/donate
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IN HONOR OF
SEPTEMBER 15-
DECEMBER 31,2022

Dr. Lauren H. Antler
Carol & Robert Antler

Louise Beldon's Birthday
Ethel & Dr. Richard S. Wayne

The Bendersky Family of

Selma, AL

Dr. A. Michael & Karen
Alabaster

The ISJL Board
Dr. Bruce & Linda Barash
Beeber

Susan R. Calman
Dr. Charles & Harrylyn Sallis

Bettie Minette Cooper
The Amer & Jacobson
Families

William Feltus
Kenneth Goldstein

Pepe Prince Finn
Howard S. Prince

Phyllis & Ab, z"l, Flatt
Saradona & Dr. Leonard
Lefkowitz

Ann G. Gerache
Katherine E. Friedman

Gail & Michael Goldberg
Marilyn & Dr. A.R. White

The Greil Family of
Montgomery, AL
Steven J. Greil

Jackie Greil Fischel of
Vicksburg, MS
Steven J. Greil

Macy B. Hart

Peggy Banks

Dr. Bruce & Linda Barash
Beeber

Nancy & Dr. Isaac Eberstein

Norma & Wes James

Rabbi Debra & Alexander
Kassoff

Jane Slotin

Donna & A. W. Tanenbaum

Jay & Bz Tanenbaum

Macy B. Hart's Birthday
Hannah & Will Martin
Leanne & Alan Silverblatt

Susan & Macy B. Hart
Joann Gordon & Ellen Hart
Ellen & Jeffrey Oppenheim

Jay Hesdorffer

Gilda Hesdorffer

Nancy & Robert Northrip
Don & Martha Pollak

Nora Katz
Mimi Miller
Barry & Teri Tillman

Robin Kurtz-Lendner
Toni D. Cooley

Steve Libowsky
Paul & Carol Kurtz

The Murrell Family: Lena,
Sallis, Flora, Lazarus, &
Jules

Dr. Charles & Harrylyn Sallis

Rabbi Joseph Rosen
Jeanne & Dr. Stephen L.
Rozman

Kevin Roum
Theodore & Joan Roum

Angela Ruman, M.D.
Laura & Henry Kline, Il

Michele Schipper
Penina Glazer

The Schipper Family
Elise Schipper

Linda & Jerry Shemper
Teejay & David Shemper

Rabbi Steven Silberman
Ken & Ginny Bloch

Carol Avins & Rayman L.
Solomon
Michael 3. Churgin

Rayman L. Solomon
Avi Soifer & Marlene Booth

Joseph Stein, Jr.
Allen & Irene Brill Philanthropic
Fund

Rochelle Steres' Birthday
Geri Siegel

Dr. Brent Sterling's Birthday
Ethel & Dr. Richard S. Wayne

Francie Sterling's Birthday
Ethel & Dr. Richard S. Wayne

Kathryn Wiener
Dr. Howard & Siesel Maibach
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IN MEMORY OF
SEPTEMBER 15-
DECEMBER 31,2022

Mitchell Berk
Beth Stearman

Alan Beychok
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Elizabeth Bleiberg
The Bleiberg Family

Aileen & Leon Burson
Susan & Leslie R. Burson

Congregation Etz Chaim -
Bentonville, AR
The Congregation

Elaine & Emanuel Crystal
Lynn Crystal

Hildegard Cubell
Darren & Michele Cubell

Buddy & Dorothy Dveirin
Jack Dveirin

Janice L. Dveirin
Jack Dveirin

Rebecca Egolf
Rabbi James Egolf

Eli Evans
Barbara & Mike Beckerman
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Ernestine G. Feeney
James & Laurie Bell Dworkin &
John Bell

Eli & Ray Fogel
Peter Fogel

Dorrit Friedlander
Charles & Bettie Minette
Cooper

Susan Gale Glesby
Mrs. Norma Frachtman

Abe Goodman
Michael E. Goodman

Lois W. Gordon
Meryl & Scott Nason

Bea Gotthelf
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Reva Hart
Rabbi Andrew N. Bachman

Rabbi Martin I. Hinchin

Gemiluth Chassodim
Congregation - Alexandria,
LA

Caroline Hoffman
Ellis & Marla Hoffman

Rabbi James L. Kessler

Gemiluth Chassodim
Congregation - Alexandria,
LA

Ann Zivitz Kientz

Lynn Gordon & Hyman Penn
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Malkie Schwartz

Julius King
Esther King

Bettye Sue Lamensdorf
Kline
Stanley B. Kline

g
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William E. Ladin, Jr.
Ambassador John N. Palmer

Nathan Levy, Jr.
Billie M. Levy

Harriett Lewis
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Paul Lewis
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Eleanor Bell Light
James & Laurie Bell Dworkin &
John Bell

The Founding Members
of Temple Beth Israel in El
Dorado, AR

Lisa & Charles G. Boardman

Helen Newman Meyer
James & Laurie Bell Dworkin &
John Bell

Dr. Leon Abraham Minsky
Katharine Haygood

Jeannette Nelken
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Ruth G. Nierman
Steven Strauss

Celeste Orkin
Lynn Orkin Koff

Jack Pesserilo
Ronnie Pesserilo

Louise Pomerantz
Jerry Pomerantz & Nancy
Greystone

Evelyn Koenig
Ami Pope

Sheryl Marissa Pope
Ami Pope

Anna K. Bush
Deborah Roberts

Theodore, Hazel, And Michael
Rubenstein
Theodore Rubenstein

Joan Sadoff
Cyrile & Stephen Kieffer

Rachel Borowitz Turner
Dr. Stuart & Lois Elizabeth
Schnider

Herbert & Muriel Schnider
Dr. Stuart & Lois Elizabeth
Schnider

Simon Sharp
Peter & Tamar Sharp

Irwin & Helen Sickerman
Carolynn & Stephen
Sickerman

Judith Stein
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Ralph & Esther Stern
Karen & Les Stern

Walter Wender
Ethel & Dr. Richard S. Wayne

David Zinger

The Cusniers: Dr. Rachel,
Edward, Maxwell, &
Bradley
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GIRL SCOUTS |

WHAT IS IT LIKE TO BE SOUTHERN AND JEWISH?

ISJL VIRTUAL
VACATION

STORIES FROM THE JEWISH SOUTH

The ISJL Virtual Vacation is a monthly video series that shares stories from the Jewish
South—recent episodes featured southern Jewish farmers, Miami's Cuban Jewish
community, and the surprising southern Jewish history of the Girl Scouts.

"I'm just constantly in awe of the ways that shmita
gives us a glimpse of a world that is different from the
one that we're living in now, and creates some really
tangible pathways to build that world together."
SJ Seldin
Co-founder and board chair of the Jewish Farmer Network

Featured in "Land, Labor, Legacy: In Conversation with Southern
Jewish Farmers”

“It's hard to imagine winning the lottery, but getting
a ticket to Miami was winning the lottery. As life
progressed, | became more and more American and
less Cuban. Frankly less Jewish... It took a long time to
embrace the Jewish side of my life. It really took the
birth of my first child.”

Henry Chajet

Featured in "The Search for Home: Miami's Cuban Jews" s 23 :

K = - “From the beginning, the organization has broken

conventions and set a radical, progressive precedent.
Girl Scouts was one of the first national organizations
to include girls with physical disabilities in their troops.
The original Girl Scout troops were ethnically, culturally,
and racially diverse—three of the first four Girl Scout
troop leaders were Jewish.”

S —

Isabel Bartosh
ISJL Public History Intern and proud former Girl Scout
Host of "More Than Cookies: Southern Jewish Girl Scouts"

WATCH ON DEMAND AT WWW.ISJL.ORG/VIRTUAL-VACATION

30 Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life = SHALOM Y'ALL | WINTER 2023


creo



SHALO

IN YOUR INBOX!

Don't wait months between
issues—sign up for monthly emails from the
ISJL with insights, updates, recipes, and more!

To join the mailing list, email us at
information@isjl.org.
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SUPPORTS, CONNECTS, AND CELEBRATES JEWISH LIFE IN THE SOUTH.
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