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Onlme Hear F{abb/

Marshal Klaven talk
about small JeWISh communl- i

t/es Comment..

By CLINT COOPER

; CCOOPER@TIMESFREEI’RESS.COM

Jews who live between
large metropolitan-areas
must take on the responsi-
bility of keeping their com-
munities together as their

numbers shrink, said a rabbi

who travels from Virginia
to Texas three to four week-
ends a month to serve 133
small congregations.

Jews, according to The

Economist, make up less
As part of

than 1 percent of the popu-
lation in the South and only
7 percent of all the Jews i in
the country. :

Rabbi Marshal Klaven
is director of rabbinical
services at the Goldrlng/
Woldenberg Institute of
Southern Jewish Life, a
Jackson, Miss., center which
provides educatlonal and
rabbinic services to South-
ern Jewish communities,
documents and preserves

the history of the Southern

Jewish experience, and
promotes a Jewish cultural
présencé throughout 2 13-
state region.
Shrlnkmg numbers, he

~ said, don’t diminish the
value of the smaller com-
munities and, in some
cases, they make them
stronger.. ..

“As commumtles get
smaller,” Rabbi Klaven said,

“more members step up to )

take a larger role. There

is a great sense of respon-
sibility. They understand
that, for the community to
exist, it really rests.on therr '
shoulders ,

years, is or
_ munities to whrch Rab; Oi ‘
Klaven referred.

Chattanooga and others offering help
to small, vibrant Jewish communities

is services as a travehng rabbi, Rab

shal Klaven of the Goldring/Woldenberg Instit
Southern Jewxsh Life, center presu:ies over a ¢

Dalton, Ga whlch had

its own synagogue, rabbi

! P
its culture, many of the
town’s Jews are commg to ;
Chatta nooga for services
and programming, he sa1d

Michael Dzik, execu-

tive director of the Jewish |
Federatlon of Greater Chat-

‘ w1lrl offer prograrr '
L exhrb : 1

breal
- tion: Vloses its doors, o
said espec:lally if y you ve

The org nlzatro

__arms, opened our doors and
welcomed” Jewish residents

of Dalton to Chattanooga.
- ‘fIt’fsrvéry sad, very he
ing when a con ‘

grown up.or your chrldren
have grown up or if you've
had life-cycle events there.”

What has happened to
Jewish communities «— and .
other small populations :
—-in small cities in the
South; according to Rabbi
Klaven; is no-different than
what has happened across
the country.

“The younger population
is'not finding the economic
opportunities =3 5ense of

In many small wns, ‘

~ Rabbr Klaven sa1d ]ew

. “When fannly busmesses
losed " he said, “there was
ng for the younger

'nost folks,
ntor, “tend to

1kely 51mply
maller towns




