Summer 2017

CIRCA

ULT IMA T E
"’ijf/ ?f/ J 9//

c




GOLDRING
WOLDENBERG
INSTITUTE OF
SOUTHERN
JEWISH LIFE

ISJL Board of Directors

Chair Rachel Reagler Schulman
Vice Chair Jay Hesdorffer
Secretary Laura Corman
Treasurer Pepe Prince Finn
Immediate Past Chair

Rayman L. Solomon

President Macy B. Hart

Imogene Berman
Janet Brueck

Clay Crystal

Lynn Crystal
Charlett Frumin
Gail M. Goldberg
Ed Grauman

Joe Herzog

Sally Schneider Huebscher
Mark Kanter
Lynette Perlman Koppel
Stuart Leviton
Morris Lewis
Stephen Libowsky
Margaret Meyer
Monica Miller
Scott Miller

Neal Nathanson
Leon Rittenberg
Robert Roubey
Joan Sadoff
Spencer Simons
Joe Stein,Jr.

Ann Streiffer

Jay Tanenbaum
Dan Weinbaum
Mary L. Wiener
Michael Woocher
Kenny Zadeck

Emeritus
Kathryn Wiener

CIRCA Editor

Beth Kander-Dauphin
CIRCA Designer
Amanda Jane Long

Contents

President and Board Chair Messages .........eeeeeeeens 4
Education 6
Rabbinic 10
Museum/ History 11
Cultural Programming 12
Community Engagement 14
Contributions & Tributes 18

IN THIS ISSUE OF CIRCA

Have you ever taken a “staycation”? Spend-
ing a few days enjoying everything that
your very own community has to offer can
be a wonderful chance to recognize what’s
great about right where you are—a good ex-
cuse to remember all the best local things
to experience, enjoy, and of course, eat!

At the ISIL, our staff is hitting the road
all the time, to visit the communities we
serve. That means we get to “stay-cay” not
only in our hometowns, but also in yours!
So in this special summer issue, we asked
our staff to share some of their favor-
ite staycation tips, memories, and more.

Getting to travel over the summer is wonder-
ful - but enjoying everything right where you
are can be relaxing and reinvigorating, too.
We hope this issue will be a reminder of what
we love about the Southern region we serve.

Ourregionisrichwith history,and of course,the
Southern Jewish legacy is its own unique her-
itage. Whether you live here or visit here,and
whether you're sticking around for the sum-
mer or adventuring elsewhere,we hope you'll
enjoy these staycation stories from the ISJL!

As always, to keep up with everything we're
doing, remember to like us on Facebook,
follow us on Twitter and Instagram (@The-
ISJL), read our Southern & Jewish blog, and
check out our YouTube videos (nothing wrong
with a little summer binge watching, yall!).

CIRCA / Summer 2017¢ The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life




ISJL President
Macy B. Hart

Lucky! That’s probably the
best descriptor of my per-
sonal life—and it’s still
inadequate. But that word
is a good start. | have to
back up, though, before |
tell you why I'm so lucky...
and what it all has to
do with “staycationing”

| did not know what a “stay-
cation” was until one of my
three fabulous pop-culture
expert children explained
it to me. Their explana-
tion has helped me realize
what a lifelong staycation
| have been enjoying. El-
lis T. Hart, my soon-to-be-
101-year-old father, told
my siblings and me that
we should find something
we loved to do and we
would never have to work.
| have always thought my
parents were smart but
this was the best advice |
could ever have received.

In October of my senior
year of college, | made a
phone call inspired by my
experiences in NFTY, par-
ticularly as NFTY Presi-
dent. The call was to one
of my real heroes in life,
Rabbi Hank Skirball; |
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told him | wanted to vol-
unteer to work for NFTY
two years in NYC. Without
hesitation, he suggested
that rather than volunteer
in New York, | go home
to Mississippi and help
open the Jacobs Camp.

“Sure!” | said, as my hope
was to end up in Missis-
sippi, after law school
anyway, to be a part of the
change. | figured | would
spend two years helping
launch the camp, then
move on. | then stayed
at Jacobs for 30 vyears.

What a fantastic ride it
was, as the Jacobs Camp
came together, guided by
Southern Jewish parents
and visionaries, deter-
mined to have a place for
their children to thrive
and grow Jewishly. Those
30 years were definite-
ly a staycation, in every
sense of the word. Maybe
someday | will write about
those three decades, and
the accomplishments of
the camp and the Jewish
community that built it.
Those critical years of my
own growth led to the
idea for the next stay-
cation (though | did not
know at the time the true
magnitude of what could
be coming): the found-
ing of the Museum of
the Southern Jewish Ex-
perience, in 1986, which
was the forerunner to the
Goldring/Woldenberg In-
stitute of Southern Jew-
ish Life opening its doors
on February 13, 2000.

With the creation of the
ISJL, the opportunities
for Jewish communities
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across our thirteen-state
territory quickly bloomed.
We provide programs and
resources while at the
same time encouraging
Jewish communities to
work together, beyond de-
nominational boundaries
and the seemingly impen-
etrable walls of the con-
gregations that have stood
for decades and decades.

How is that a staycation?
Let me help you picture it.

Imagine me, sitting at my
desk or on a plane, or in a
car,and when | think about
“‘work; | get to reflect on
the number of small con-
gregations with no rab-
bi of their own, served by
our Rabbinic Department.

Imagine me, sitting at my
desk or on a plane, or in
a car, and when | think
about “work;’ | get to reflect
on how many religious
school students are ben-
efiting from our compre-
hensive curriculum, con-
ference for their teachers,
and community visits from
their Education Fellows.

Imagine me, sitting at my
desk or on a plane, or in a
car,and when | think about
“‘work? | can smile about
how many communities
in our region have had
an enrichment program,
speaker, musician, comedi-
an,author, or more, through
our shared approach to
cultural programming.

Imagine me, sitting at my
desk or on a plane, or in a
car,and when | think about
“work] | can take pride in
our community engage-

ment efforts, empower-
ing students to resolve
conflicts in their schools,
raising literacy levels, and
involving Jewish commu-
nities in social justice in a
long-term, sustainable way.

Imagine me, sitting at my
desk or on a plane, or in
a car, and when | think
about “work; knowing that
the ISIUs ongoing com-
mitment to historic pres-
ervation, museum  pro-
grams, and heritage tours
ensures that our legacy
and stories will be shared
and experienced firsthand.

Imagine getting to help
shape and witness and
build all of this... all from
right where | came from,
right here in Missisissippi.

So now you know what |
do - and why my entire
career has been one amaz-
ing staycation. | just sit and
dream and think, and kvell
and kvell as my stayca-
tion brings so many smiles
and such satisfaction.

Like | said: Lucky!

ISJL Board Chair
Rachel Reagler Schulman

| love summer.As someone
who now lives in Chicago,
when it's finally warm |
look forward to the many
wonderful things to do
here in the summer - it's
a great city for a “stayca-
tion”! As a Southerner at
heart, however, | also look
forward to the annual
summer visits down South,
to some of the other places
and events that | hold dear.

In June, | love going to
Jackson, Mississippi, for
the ISJL Education Confer-
ence. In addition, since my
daughter is a counselor at
URJ Henry S. Jacobs Camp
in Utica, Mississippi, | also
get to visit Jacobs Camp—
the place where | spent
10 of the best summers of
my youth. | am fortunate
enough to be able to spend
the Shabbat before the
Ed Conference at Jacobs
Camp, then continue on
from Utica to Jackson for
the conference. This is my
third year in a row of com-

bining these visits. First
| registered for the most
amazing Jewish education
conference in the United
States; next, | contacted
Anna Herman, the wonder-
ful director of Jacobs Camp,
to confirm my Shabbat vis-
it; finally, | bought my air-
line tickets and rented my
car. | am set for my South-
ern  vacation/staycation!

Why do | do this year af-
ter year? It is simple: my
summer Southern Jew-
ish experiences are a joy.

Shabbat at Jacobs Camp
is the ultimate Shabbat
experience for me, espe-
cially since | get to share
it with my daughter. As a
girl growing up in a small
town in Arkansas where
my brother, sister, and |
were the entire Jewish
population under age 40,
it was wonderful to go to
Jacobs Camp and share in
the rituals and traditions
of Shabbat with so many
young people in such a
special and beautiful way.
| treasure that experience
today when | return to
camp and appreciate how
that helped me solidify
the Jewish identity my par-
ents and family so wanted
me to love and treasure.
Dressing up in white, shar-
ing a special Shabbat song
session and attending
Shabbat services remain
unique and significant for
me when at Jacobs Camp.

| am further blown away
each year by the ISJL Ed
Conference. Why does
this conference continue
to amaze me? Believe it

or not, the ISIL truly be-
lieves that religious school
should be a fun and en-
riching experience for all
of our children who attend
religious school. You are
probably asking yourself -
did she really say “religious
school” and “fun” in the
same sentence? Yes, | did!
The creativity,drive and de-
sire to show everyone (par-
ents, teachers, board mem-
bers, rabbis, and more) how
our curriculum is fun and
enriching all at the same
time is palpable at the con-
ference. The enthusiasm
with which it is shared is
infectious — whether it's a
skit at lunch, an education-
al program, or an ‘exper-
imental minyan” creative
worship service, every ac-
tivity at the conference is
geared to promote inter-
activity among participants
and the opportunity to gain
a new understanding of
the curriculum and a new
way to use or present it.

Whether youre at home or
traveling this summer, we
hope you'll keep in touch
with the ISIL. We hope
you'll also continue to sup-
port our work, so we can
not only staycation,but also
stay-working on behalf of
Southern Jewish commu-
nities for years to come.

Fad X SeL_
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Education Fellows Ali Duhan, Shira Moskowitz, and Leah Wittenberg, serve as visiting faculty at Greene Family Camp in Bruceville, TX.

The ISJL Education Department:
“Working Staycations” All Summer Long!

By Rachel Stern, MAJE/MJCS

When most people think of summer,
they imagine life slowing down a bit,
a vacation from school, kids heading
out the door for camp, and lots of
time lounging by the pool. While this
is a beautiful vision of summer, it is
far from how we experience summer
in the ISIL Education Department.
Summertime is when we have our
annual ISIL Education Conference
(our largest program of the year!),
and as soon as the conference is
over,we get on the road visiting over
70 congregations in just six weeks!
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Being super busy in the hottest part
of the year way down South doesn’t
mean that we don’t love what we do.
The hustle and bustle - and yes, the
sweat! - of summer are exciting for
us, and it reminds us how lucky we
are to serve the congregations in
our partner network. Plus, just be-
cause we are working in the summer
doesn’t mean we won't make time to
sit by the pool or walk on the beach. It
just means we work it into our visits -
think of them as “working staycations.
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Many of thereligious schools we serve
will take a hiatus during summer,
which is much needed, but there are
still ways to keep the students, par-
ents,and teachers connected.Here are
some “staycation” ideas for celebrat-
ing your Fellow’s visit to your congre-
gation even when it's summertime:

Pool Party Hav’dalah
This brief worship ser-
vice gets us ready for the
week, and it fits perfectly
into the end of a Shabbat

evening at a pool party. We even have
an ice-cream hav'dalah program to
cool everyone off at the end of a hot
summer day.Ask your Fellow about it!

Local Flavor and Flair
When your Education
Fellow comes in the
Summer, it's meant to
be a more laid back visit
where you make intro-
ductions and set goals for the year.
Make sure that everyone in town gets
to meet your Fellow in a casual atmo-
sphere before the hustle and bustle
of the year unfolds. Use local spots to
ease your burden of hosting the Fel-
lows—they love the chance to meet
people, see the sights, and check
out festivals and fun local events.
Make sure to let people know they
are coming to town and help them
meet as many people as possible!

Movie Night

Select a family friend-
@ ly movie and invite the
éﬁ!'l congregation to attend.
If it is not a film with

a Jewish theme, it's OK. You can al-
ways make comparisons to Jewish
values or experiences. Your Fellow
can even help you with that! De-
pending on your weather and fa-
cilities, you can project it outside
like a drive-in theater -or some-
where with nice, cool AC blasting!

Service Project

Summer can allow us

to do the things in our

community that we don’t

always get a chance to
do. Choose a project that the con-
gregation can do together and make
a difference. Have everyone bring
a bag lunch to enjoy afterward,
or reserve a spot at a local eatery
for post-volunteering fellowship.

Hebrew Crash Course

Put together a one-day
program in which stu-
dents and adults can
gather for a mega dose
of Hebrew learning. Games, drills,
and engaging activities will keep
your Hebrew skills fresh for the

Education Fellow Shira Moskowitz tells a story during Tot Shabbat at Temple Israel in Memphis, TN.
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school year. Your Education Fel-
low can also help you with this.

Early Start on

School Communications

Send some emails or fly-
ers out to students and
families with ideas, arti-
cles, or even some fun teasers about
the upcoming year. You can jazz
these up by including recipes, photos,
or fun video links. Get them excited
early for the great school year ahead!
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As you enjoy your summer season,
make sure you find room for some
of these staycation ideas. They will
not just add to your summer fun,
but they will also help set up the
coming school vyear for success.

To learn more about the ISIL Education
Department and how they can help make
your summer staycations, Fellow vis-
its, and school year adventures success-
ful, email Rachel Stern (rstern@isjl.org)
or Rabbi Matt Dreffin (mdreffin@isjl.org).

Making edible nature in honor of Tu
Bish'vat at Temple Beth El in Knoxville, TN

~



Meet the 2017-2019

EDUCATION

.. ISJL Education

Fellows

This summer, we're excited to
welcome six new Education Fellows
to our team! Their next two years
living, working, and staycationing in
Jackson and beyond promise to be
incredible for the Fellows and the
communities they'll serve.

A CARLY ABRAMSON

Carlyis arecent graduate of the University of Texas,where she earned her B.A.in Liberal Arts with a major in Jewish Studies.
She will miss being in Austin,but says she’s “so ready to begin my next chapter inJackson,Mississippi!”She’s looking forward
to experiencing a new citywith the support of her newteamat the ISJL,and learning how to implement her dream of making
religious schoolfunforallthe students.Carlycitescampas one of her biggestinspirationsand motivations;campis ‘home”to
her.Whenshe’s notworking,lookfor Carlyto be exploringthe great outdoors or checking outanywhere with live music.Music
encompasses a large portion of her life,so she’s eager to hear the music of Jackson as the soundtrack to her new adventure!

SIERRA DEBROW =
Sierra comes to Jackson, Mississip-
pi from Charleston, South Carolina. A
recent graduate from the College of
Charleston, where she received a B.S.in
Psychology, Sierra found a passion for
Jewish Education and Disability Studies
during her undergraduate career. Sierra
grew up in both Reform and Conser-
vative congregations, and she is most
excited about exploring the nuances of
American Jewish life across the south-
ern United States and how Jewish expe-
riences vary both between and within
denominations.When not at work,you're
most likely to find Sierra exploring the
culinary scene of the city and trying
new recipes on her own. She can’t wait
to discover the hidden gems of Jackson!

A HARRISON BLEIBERG

Harrison Bleiberg is a recent graduate of Emory University with degrees in Jewish Studies and Mediterranean Archae-
ology. In his studies, he has excavated archaeological sites in Israel, written a senior thesis on the history of Women in
Jewish Education, edited promotional videos for JScreen, worked as an education intern for the Atlanta Jewish Acade-
my, and worked on several award-winning short films. As a lifelong traveler, Harrison is most excited to visit commu-
nities all across the South, reconnect with old friends, and make new connections in the world of Jewish education!
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\ RACHEL FRIEDMAN

Rachel recently graduated from the
University of Texas at Austin, where
she studied Chemistry and Sociology.
Rachel says: “l couldn’t be more ea-
ger to take on the ISJL Education Fel-
lowship. It excites me to know that
I'll be touching communities that are
underserved and want the help ISJL
provides. Growing up in San Anto-
nio, a city with a pretty large Jewish
community, I'm eager to learn more
about smaller communities that op-
erate completely differently to what
| know” When Rachel isn’t at the of-
fice or on a community visit, you'll be
able to find her behind a book, camp-
ing, running, hiking, or relaxing in
her hammock— she’s excited to find
a new home in the Mississippi trees!

€ RACHEL KATZ

Rachel is thrilled to be joining the
ISJL team! Before starting at the ISIL,
she graduated from California State
University Northridge with a degree
in Modern Jewish Studies. Outside of
school, she spent her time as faculty
at Congregation Or Ami for their Mish-
pacha Family Learning Program. She
also spent the past three years back
in her home region of NFTY SoCal as
a staff member. Rachel is so excited to
get to explore Jewish communities all
over the south! She is looking forward
to working closely with the ISJL team
to create all kinds of programming
for our communities. After she finish-
es her time at the ISIL, Rachel will be
starting her next adventure at Hebrew
Union College — Jewish Institute of Re-
ligion as a Rabbinic/Education student.

\V HANNAH KLEGON

Hannah is moving to Jackson from Madison, Wisconsin. She just grad-
uated from the University of Wisconsin-Madison with a degree in Jew-
ish Studies and Education and Educational Sciences. At Madison, she
worked three part time jobs: student worker at the UW Admissions Of-
fice, barista at Starbucks, and she also ran the after school program at
Madison Community Jewish Day School. She spent her summers at
OSRUI, a URJ camp in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin which is where she
found her love for Judaism. Hannah is so thrilled about this fellowship;
she hasn’t traveled throughout the South before so she is most excit-
ed about visiting all the awesome communities throughout the region.

W L foa i Y a \\
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By Rabbi Jeremy Simons

The youngest attendee of a Passover Pilgrimage seder celebration in Vicksburg, MS.

When you're the circuit-riding rab-
bi, a staycation is as alluring as it is
rare. If the ISJL Rabbi is going to truly
serve our communities, it means ac-
tually being in them, and that means
a lot of time on the road. But Jack-
son serves as both a home base and
a home, and one that | will miss as |
prepare to move on after three years.
I've learned a lot during my time on
the road as the ISIUs rabbi, and am
fortunate to have been on staff at
an organization where the learning
and legacy continues year to year,
staff person to staff person, support-
er to supporter, community to com-
munity. We pass on what we know
and hold dear, and share our insights
and strengths with one another.

So with that in mind, and as the ISJL
office prepares to welcome a slew
of new staff this summer, this rab-
bi humbly offers the following sug-

10 The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life ¢

gestions for staycationing in Jack-
son, Mississippi—a list that might
well apply to those of you read-
ers living in other places as well:

Participate in
synagogue life, become a mem-
ber of the Mississippi Religious
Leadership Conference, or join
in one of the numerous other
organizations that can bene-
fit from a rabbinic presence.

This city has many
challenges that can only be
overcome when good people
are willing to come together.

Find a hob-
by or passion and pursue it.
While it might be a small-
er-city, you can find folks
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with similar interests and make
the most of your time at home!

On a personal note, | want to express
my tremendous gratitude for the op-
portunity to serve as Director of Rab-
binic Services for the past three years.
| could not have asked for a better
way to begin my rabbinic career and
could not have imagined the experi-
ences | would gain. While the theme
of this CIRCA is “staycation; the truth
is whenever I'm visiting our congre-
gations | feel like I'm home. Thank
you for inviting me into your com-
munities and know | will remember
these years for the rest of my career.

To learn more about the ISIL Rabbin-
ic Department and how they can help
you enrich Jewish life right where
YOU live, email information@isjl.org.

Staycation

Suggestion:
Tempt Your
Tastebuds...

And Get a Nosh of
D'rash While You're
At It!

If you have a copy of the
ISJUs Taste of Torah book...
summer is a great time to
practice the delicious reci-
pes you'll find inside! That’s
right, in addition to weekly
Torah insights, there are also
Southern and Jewish flavors
filling these delicious pag-
es. Sweet Potato Challah is
good all year round... and
it's never too early to start
perfecting your Apples &
Honey Bourbon Bread Pud-
ding for the fall holidays!

If you don’t have a
copy of Taste of Torah,
you can snag one from
The Peddler’s Cart
section of our website.

ISJL Welcomes Our New
Historian: Dr. Josh Parshall

ThelSILispleasedtowelcomeournew
Director of the History Department,
Dr.Josh Parshall.Josh is no newcomer
to the ISIL; he served as the organi-
zation’s Oral Historian from 2009-
2013, working with Dr. Stuart Rockoff.

After four years traveling the South
and collecting stories of the South-
ern Jewish experience, Josh enrolled
at the University of North Carolina
in 2013 to pursue a Ph.D. from the
newly formed graduate program in
American Studies. His recently com-
pleted doctoral dissertation, “Yid-
dish Politics in Southern States: The
Southern District of the Arbeter Ring,
1908-1949, shapes a history of the
Arbeter Ring / Workmen’s Circle in
southern cities during the first half of
the twentieth century. This research
explores how a subset of East Euro-
pean Jewish immigrants in the South
established a regional network of Ar-
beter Ring, a national fraternal orga-
nization that promoted secular Yid-
dish culture and socialist politics and
that is most often associated with the
urban North. In cities such as Atlan-
ta, Nashville, Birmingham and Waco,
Arbeter Ring members built new
homes for themselves in unfamiliar
environments by supporting one an-
other through mutual aid, organizing
secular Yiddish cultural events and
pursuing left-wing politics. Southern
Arbeter Ring history both calls atten-
tion to the diversity of Jewish expe-
riences outside the American North-
east and demonstrates once again
that Jews in the South maintained
strong connections to a broad range
of global Jewish movements.Josh has
published his research in the journal
Southern Jewish History and pre-
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sented at the annual meetings of the
Southern Jewish Historical Society,
the American Studies Association and
the Association for Jewish Studies.

In his new role as Historian on staff
at the ISJL, Josh is excited to begin...
updating the Encyclopedia of South-
ern Jewish communities, preparing
lectures to be presented across the
region, gathering additional histories
for the collection, and working with
indivduals and organizations across
the South to preserve and explore
the Southern Jewish experience.

Josh and his wife, Allison Goldman
Parshall (a former ISIL Education
Fellow), and their son Noah, are all
excited for their move to Mississippi
this summer. Feel free to drop Josh a
line after July 1 at jparshall@isjl.org.

The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life 11
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CULTURAL "~
PROGRAMS

Stay Cool, Stay Cultured

By Alachua Nazarenko

As the summer approaches, you might feel the urge to pack your bags and hit the
road for a seasonal vacation. While youre away in a new city, you might take ad-
vantage of the cultural offerings by seeing a play, attending a concert, or laughing
at a comedy show. While vacations are wonderful and certainly a staple of sum-
mer, you need not travel outside of your zip code for a fabulous cultural program-
ming experience! The ISIL Cultural Programming department can help enhance
your summer right at home through our many offerings with just a few, easy steps.

Check out our South-
ern States Jewish Pro-
gramming Series on
our website (www.isjl.
org). On this page, you'll find
descriptions of all the pre-
senters whom we put on the
road, and who are available
to enhance your community’s
summer with a variety of dif-

ferent programming options.

If youre still unsure of who
would be the best fit, | am
always available to help you
match a presenter with the

type of event you're planning.

The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life ¢

Once you've chosen
the perfect pro-
gram, we'll seal the
deal with a con-
tract. In the contract, you'll
find confirmation of all of the
things I'lldo to make your pro-
gram run smoothly,including
(but not limited to) purchas-
ing the flight, securing the
hotel room, and booking a
rental car. With these details
off your plate, you'll be able
to focus on the program-
matic specifics to make sure
it includes everything you
want for a successful event!

CIRCA / Summer 2017

Whomever you

choose as your

presenter, they

will have mul-
tiple programming op-
tions available. I'll help
you sort through all your
choices, whether you are
looking for a one-time
event or a full weekend’s
worth of appearances,
and together we will put
togethera lineup that will
delight your community.

Y 4 ——

Performers: Batsheva in Tallahassee, FL (above) and Saul Kaye in Galveston, TX (below and page 12).

Next, it’s time to
get the word out!
| will supply you
with a flyer and
a press release to be used
to promote your event(s)
in your community and be-

yond. All of our programs and I'm always a phone

can be enjoyed by the wid- call/email away if you
er community, in addition have any questions!

to the Jewish community,
so feel free to reach out
to local churches, universi-
ties, or other organizations
with whom you can share
costs and build fellowship.

When it’s time
for your event,
sit back, relax,
and enjoy. I'll
be in the background
making sure that every-
thing runs smoothly -

You don’t have to travel far this summer to hear an
interesting lecture, get swept up in a story, or have an
(educational!) wine tasting. Instead of a vacation, try a
staycation, because all of this,and so much more, can
come directly to your community from the ISJL Cultur-
al Programming Department.And it’s not just summer-
time fun....programming is available all year round!

To learn more about the ISIL Programming Depart-
ment, email Alachua Nazarenko at anazarenko@isjl.org.

The photos in this article are of two of our roster art-
ists, performing for ISIL communities. Bring them and
other amazing artists to YOUR community, with our help!

CIRCA / Summer 2017+ The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life

After the event
is over, shoot

me a message

to let me know
how it went, and don’t
forget to send along
some pictures! | love re-
ceiving feedback about
the program, and hearing
from you helps ensure
that we continue to pro-
duce high quality events.
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=N Bingo at the Nursing Home
Sometimes those in need don’t require food and
° ° ® shelter, but rather a pleasant conversation and a
SOCIal I“Stlce ) summer Staycatlon StYI,e kind smile. Reach out to a local nursing home and
see what sort of activities their residents enjoy,
By Dave Miller and Rachel Glazer then bring a group in to brighten up their day.

Would you like to be more involved in social justice efforts, but worry that it will require a huge investment Lemonade Stand ,
on your part or be difficult to organize? No need to fear-- the ISIL is here with our list of fun, easy, and This one is an oldie but a goodie. Research local

meaningful ways for families to get out and engage with their community during their summer staycation. charities with your family and choose a recipient
whose work is important to you.

&

Nature Clean-up

Make your community a more welcoming and beautiful place by picking up
trash from a nature trail, creek, or park. Along the way, you can learn about
local ecology and conservation efforts and get some sunshine, too!

Write to Local Government
Make your voice heard and teach children about
civic duty. Pick an upcoming piece of legislation
or current event to focus on.

X]

Opposite page: Commu-
nity gardens are a great
way to help your town
get growing!

Animal Shelter
Providing resources, time,and a friendly attitude can make all the difference
for those cuddly critters in need.

Attitude of Gratitude

With so many issues to address, sometimes we
forget to thank those who got us where we are. [
Interfaith Dialogue Shabbat Dinner This is a perfect time to write thank-you notes
Invite friends and community members from different backgrounds to bring a to organizations that are doing great work. Let
taste of their cultures and faiths in the form of food, conversation, and ritual. them know that you value their contributions.

This page, top to bottom:
ISIL CFO Betsy Samuels
reads to students during
our Literacy Achieve-
ment Bonanza; letters

to local officials can
make a big difference;
ISJL Education Fellow
Leah Wittenberg loves
volunteering with a local
community farm!

Food Pantry or Homeless Shelter Paint Stones for a Jewish Cemetery
Whether you're providing a meal, a safe space, medical care, or an extra pair The Jewish custom of leaving stones at loved
of hands to help out, bring the whole family and start a conversation with ones’ graves provides a unique opportunity to

your young ones about humility, privilege, and economic injustice. teach children about life cycle events and how
we honor those who have passed on.

200 O
(o

Garden for a Cause

Start a flower garden at your synagogue as
part of The Daffodil Project in remembrance of
the 1.5 million children killed in the Holocaust.

Donate

Now is a great time to clean out your bookshelf
and closet in anticipation of the coming school
year and pass those items along to:

o Shelters and crisis centers

o Little Free Libraries

0 Prison Book Collectives

o United Way

o Big Brother Big Sister Foundation

If you would like more information about these projects or ones like them, or if youre inter-
ested in engaging in some larger Jewish social justice programs in your community, check out
our Congregational Partnership program. We love working with communities like yours to
plan for impactful engagement programs to better our world summer, fall, winter and spring!

To learn more about the ISIL Community Engagement Department email Dave Miller at dmiller@isjl.org.
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The Community Engagement Department

GOLDRING
WOLDENBERG
INSTITUTE OF

[ ] [
is Growing! SOUTHERN C I ( ]‘ B
JEWISH LIFE
This summer, the Community Engagement De- \
partment is adding a new full-time staff mem-

ber! Lizzi Meister will join department director
Dave Miller and second year Fellow Rachel Glazer.

Support Southern Jewish
Life with a monthly gift.

Lizzi Meister

Hailing from Wisconsin, Lizzi just completed her
studies in Anthropology and History at the Uni-
versity of British Columbia. She loved learning
about diverse cultures and perspectives, and
looks forward to bringing this background to

Sadey. CMHeavcngfl.

Rachel Myers, who until recently
served as the ISJU's Museum and
Special Projects Coordinator and
also as the layout editor of CIRCA,
has taken on a new position. This
spring, she was selected as the
very first Director of the Museum
of Mississippi History, set to open
its doors in December 2017. First
as an intern, later as an Education
Fellow, and for the last six years
as our museum, heritage tour, and
“special projects” expert,Rachel has
been a dynamic ISJL team member.
An award-winning Humanities Ed-
ucator, she represented the ISIL as
a board member of the Council of

16 The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life ¢

American Jewish Museums (CAIM),
coordinated the Southern Jewish
Historical Society’s 2016 confer-
ence in Natchez, and recently com-
pleted her Master of Museum Stud-
ies degree through Johns Hopkins
low residency program, further en-
hancing her museum professional
credentials. Her experiences with
the ISIL paved the way for Rachel
to take on this vital role. We wish
her all the best in this exciting new
position, and are so glad that her
new job is keeping her just up the
road from our office. Being around
Rachel is always a staycation!

CIRCA / Summer 2017

her work as a Community Engagement Fel-
low. Lizzi says: “| am really excited to work with
communities in the South, and the ways that |
will get to learn and engage with Social Jus-
tice through a Jewish lens are truly thrilling to
me. When I'm not at work, | am looking forward
to exploring museums around Jackson and
hiking around the parks in the area!” Please
join us in welcoming Lizzi to the ISIL team!

The Traveling Trunk is just one of the
many terrific programs Rachel Myers
spearheaded in her tenure with the ISJL.

When you commit to a monthly gift of $18 (or
$36, or whatever works for you!), you help
ensure that the ISJL's work will continue
supporting Southern Jewish communities.

Fill out the easy form below, or pledge
online at www.isjl.org/donate. Thank you!

O

YES! Supporting Jewish life in the South 1s important to me.

Count me m as

MY MONTHLY PLEDGE (Cucle One):  $18  $36  $72

one of the ISJI’s Chai Club monthly supporters.

$180 Other $

NAME

SIGNATURE

ADDRESS

EMAIL ADDRESS PHONLEL

CREDIT CARD (Circle One): MasterCard  Visa  American Express  Discover
CC NUMBER EXPIRES CvC
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Thank You to Our Supporters!

In these CIRCA pages, you can see the impact our education, history, museum, cultural, community engagement and
rabbinic programs have on thousands of people just like you. With deep appreciation, the Goldring/Woldenberg In-
stitute of Southern Jewish Life extends thanks to everyone who made a contribution or pledge from January 1- April

30, 2017 to enable our important work.
$100,000+
The Rosalinde & Arthur Gilbert Foundation

Goldring Family Foundation
Jim Joseph Foundation
W. K. Kellogg Foundation

The Marcus Foundation, Inc.
Lawrence Magdovitz z’l

Charles & Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation

Woldenberg Foundation

Anne & Henry Zarrow Foundation

$10,000 - $99,999

Mr. Lester Pinkus
Rachel Reagler Schulman
AMSkier Agency Insurance -
Aimee, Jeffrey, Henry Skier

Dr. Laura Corman
The Diane P. & Paul Guilford Glazer Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Dreeben
Goldstein Family Foundation

Meyer & Ida Gordon Rayman L. Solomon & Carol Avins
Ed Grauman Jay & Deanie Stein Foundation Trust
Lynette & Steve Koppel Mrs. David R. Toomim

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Miller Kenneth Zadeck

$5,000 - $9,999 Dr. & Mrs. Rick Streiffer Mrs. Benno Wallach
Janet Brueck & Jerry Lang Bz & Jay Tanenbaum Mr. Marvin Wolf

Ms. Harryette Anne Duncan
Jack Dveirin

Mr. & Mrs. Clay Crystal Harold Wainer Ms. Diane B. Frankel
Ms. Lynn Crystal Dan Weinbaum $500-$999 Hebrew Union Sisterhood,
Pepe & Terry Finn Mary Wiener & Sandy Cohen Mr.James Breman Greenville,MS

Mr. & Mrs. J. Kent Friedman
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Gilstrap
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Green

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Kline, II

Dr. & Mrs. Mark Konikoff

Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Lisner

Mrs. Richard Lowenburg

Dr. & Mrs. Howard Maibach
Meridian Jewish Welfare Fund
Pensacola Jewish Federation
Mrs. Maurice Raphael

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Silver
Mrs.James P. Stephan

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Wurtzburger

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Goldberg

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Grant

Joseph & Sally Handleman
Charitable Foundation - Dr. &
Mrs. Robert S. Sadoff

Susan & Macy B. Hart

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Herzog

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Hesdorffer

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Huebscher

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Kanter

Joshua Landes

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Woocher Mr. Leon Jacobs, Jr.

Dr. & Mrs. Kevin Krane

Mr. & Mrs. Larry M. Loeb

Ms. Cynthia M. Lyons

Ms. Julie Mendell

Mr. & Mrs. Leon H.Rittenberg, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Ellis Rudy

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Shawyer

Claire Solomon

Mr. & Mrs. Byron Spanjer
Mrs.James P. Stephan

Temple Shalom of Northwest AR
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Zerden

$1,000 - $4,999

Cahn Family Foundation, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cooper

Mr. & Mrs. Marty Davidson

Mr. & Mrs. David Elgart

Mr.Arnold Feinstein

Mr. & Mrs. Irving Feldman

Drs.Robert & Marlene Garnett

Elaine & Michael Gutenstein

Steve Libowsky & Sue Berman Mrs. Marcus Hirsch

Meyer Family - Margaret, Helen, Jewish Federation of Greater New
Marie, & Harold Meyer Orleans

Dr. & Mrs. Alex Miller Mr. & Mrs. Peter L. Malkin

Mr. & Mrs. Billy Orgel Mr. & Mrs. Morris F. Mintz

Mr. & Mrs. Leon Rittenberg, Il Mrs. Saul A. Mintz

Dr. Robert Roubey & Lisa Brachman Ms.Ann J. Rubin

Spencer Simons Allan Stein & Nina Gussack

Mr. & Mrs.Joseph Stein, Jr. Mr. & Mrs. Mike Stoller
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$100-$249

Mr. Stephen B. Alderman

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley F. Baker
Mrs. Jeffrey L. Ballon

Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Behrendt
Judge & Mrs. Robert Benham

$250- $499

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Alpert

Beth Israel Federated Charities,
Fayetteville, NC

Dr. & Mrs. Leslie R. Burson

Laurie Blitzer & Sam Levine
Michelle Blumenthal

George E. Bodin

Mr.Michael J. Churgin

Mr. & Mrs. George Copen

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Danziger
M. Shelby Deeney

Mrs. Donald DeWitt

Dr. Sheldon S. Diamond

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Dorfman

Bren Dorsey & Jody Lubritz
Dr.Martin J. Drell

Ms. Laurie Bell Dworkin
Bonnie W. Eisenfeld

Mr. & Mrs. Michael N. Fein
Mark & Susan Fijman

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Friedman, Jr.
Ms. Marilyn Gelman

Mr. David Glatstein

Dr.Alan Gold,Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Goldberg
Mark & Judy Goldsmith

Mr. Bernard Goldstein

Dr. & Mrs. Martin I. Goldstein
Rod Goldstein

Laney Gradus

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Greely

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph H. Greil
Michael & Nez Gross

Mr. & Mrs.Van Hart

Alachua Nazarenko

Mrs. Margaret S. Hesslein
Marc P. Hilton & Judy Aronson
Mrs.Joseph D. Hoffman

Ms. Barbara S. Hyman

Ms. Roberta Jackel & Chris Newland
Professor & Mrs. Donald Kartiganer
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Klein
Megan & Josh Koller

Ms. Marla Greenberg Lepore
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey A. Levingston
Ms. Carol J. Levy

Mrs.James L. Loeb, Sr.

Dr. Leon J. Marks

Shaun & Jeremy Medows
David Mendel

Rabbi Barbara Moskow
Rachel Jarman Myers

Lt. Col. Ed Nagler

Mr.Jerome P.Newmark

Mr. Craig Oren

Judge & Mrs.J. David Orlansky
Mrs. Maurice Pearl

Mr. & Mrs. Elliott Rosenberg
Mrs. Herb Seligman

Dr. & Mrs. William Siegel

Mrs. Loraine Simons

Dr. & Mrs. Howard M. Sussman
Temple Israel Sisterhood, Memphis

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Tettlebaum
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Thompson

Mr.Jonathan Wax

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathon Wolfson

Dr.J. Raul Zapata

Tributes

Contributions received between
2/1/2017-4/30/2017

IN BLESSED MEMORY OF:

All Family Members & Pets Who
Are No Longer With Us
Mayo Dorsey

Molly Pitluck Bell
Laurie Dworkin & John Bell

Morrise Meyer Bell
Laurie Dworkin & John Bell

Sam Y. Bell
Laurie Dworkin & John Bell

Jack P. Brickman, Esq.
Lewis Hoch

Leo Fields
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Jack & Michal Hart Hillman

Rosebud Reed Givens-Davis
Janie Givens Miller

Laura Moch Goldberg
Laurie Dworkin & John Bell

Lucille Goldberg
Laurie Dworkin & John Bell

Howard Hillman
Reva & Ellis Hart

Shirley Hirsch
Gail & Mike Goldberg

Asher Katz
Reva & Ellis Hart
Rachel & Sarah Schulman

David Kweller
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Helen Loeb
Douglas & Leslie Gilstra

Roger D. Malkin
Mr. & Mrs. Peter L. Malkin

Elias Moch
Laurie Dworkin & John Bell

The Weil &
Hesslein Families
Margaret S. Hesslein

Dolly Newmark
Jerome P.Newmark

Joseph Podair
Ronnie Pesserilo

Abe & Sarah Safer
David Safer

Minette S. Scharff
Bettie M. and Charles Cooper

Carol Schneider
Gail & Mike Goldberg

David Solomon

Ari Afilalo & Brigette Dayan

M. Christine Allen

Peter & Eleanor Bloch

Terry & Betty Bowie

Ronne & Andrew Braiterman

Bill Branch

Arnold N. Bressler & Monica R.
Jacobson

Nonnie Campbell & Butch Wright

Michael J. Churgin

Melvin & Jackie Cockrell

Carol Danziger-Pasternack

Glaub Farm Management, LLC

Gail & Mike Goldberg

Sally & Dan Gordon

Laney Gradus

Steve Gradus & Family

The Gussack-Stein Charitable
Fund

Reva & Ellis Hart

Mr. & Mrs.Jay Hesdorffer

Marc Hilton & Judy Aronson

Philip Kaplan

Wilma Liebman

Alane Meis

Julie Rayman Mendell and Paul &
Dana Mendell

Craig Oren

Robert Roubey & Lisa Brachman

Bobby L Roberts

Jacob & Jessica Russell

Betsy & Joe Samuels

Rachel Schulman

Marsha Shaines & Bob Loesche
Shaines

Michele & Ken Schipper

Jonathan & James Wax

Joan Spector
Barbara & Jeffrey Levingston

Arnold & Dorothy Turner
Robert & Ann Benham

Rabbi & Mrs. Leo Turitz
Carol Levy

Rabbi Benno M. Wallach
Madeline H.Wallach

Andres Halevi-Zapata
Juan “Raul” Zapata

IN HONOR OF:
Rabbi Matt Dreffin
Jack L. Dveirin

Janet Brueck & Jerry Lang
Ann Rubin

Elias Chajet
Gail & Mike Goldberg

Martin Coopersmith
Marcy & Morry Appelbaum

Sue Eisenfeld
Bonnie W. Eisenfeld

Jack Friedlander
Susan & Macy Hart

Friends, Teachers, & Staff at the N.E.
Miles Jewish Day School
James, Henry, ELi, Larry, & Ginger Brook

Gabriella Glatstein
David Glatstein

Macy B. & Susan Hart
Van & and Cheryl Hart
Lynn & Bob Behrendt

Jay Hesdorffer
Nancy, Barry, Dana, Sami, & Tracy
Glazer

Sandi Kahn
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Rachel Myers
Bernard Goldstein

The 90th Birthday of Sarah Rabin
Barbara & Jeffrey Levingston

Flo Selber

Leanne & Alan Silverblatt
Seth Silverblatt

Brett & Oz Friedman

Rabbi Jeremy Simons

Roberta Jackel

George Kaplan

Congregation Beth Israel,
Gulfport,MS

Congregation Beth Shalom,
Auburn, AL

Congregation B'nai Israel,
Jackson, TN

Temple B'nai Israel, Tupelo, MS

Temple Emanu-EL, Longview, TX

Temple Shalom of NW Arkansas,
Fayetteville, AR
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The Peddler’s Cart

Shalom Y’all!

| ]

We have items for all your gifting needs at the Peddler’s Cart online.
Visit www.isjl.org/peddlers_cart or call 601.362.6357.

Your purchase supports the ISJL’s work!
-]



