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On the cover...
Elliot Copen and Marc Perler of Tupelo, Mississippi.
In the small picture (circa 1985), little Elliot looks up
to Mr. Perler, a leader in his community. Almost three
decades later, they recreated the photograph-- noting
they both look up to each other now.

ISJL Board of Directors
Chair Rachel Reagler Schulman

Continuing the legacy.
That concept has been on the minds and in the hearts of
the entire ISJL team lately. As you’ll see in this issue of
CIRCA (which may not be the name of this publication for
long—more on that on page 6!), there are lots of exciting
changes happening in our world. With all of the transitions
and adventures ahead, we remain as committed as ever to
preservation as well as innovation.
Everything we do is in order to continue the long, proud
legacy of Judaism in the South. That legacy encompasses
everything from sharing in Shabbat experiences, to
celebrating community-specific traditions like Greenville
Deli Day, to working alongside our neighbors to make our
world a better place. When we think about the notion that
we’re “continuing the legacy,” the word continuing is just as
important as the word legacy. We’re not just acknowledging
the past; we’re honoring it by perpetuating and enhancing
the ongoing story of the Southern Jewish experience.
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Here are just a few of the headline-news items you’ll find
in these pages, all of which speak to the power of legacy,
transition, and continuity.
•

An introduction to the incoming CEO of the Goldring/
Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life.

•

An update on the Museum of the Southern Jewish
Experience, which will soon call a new Southern city
home.

•

A chance to get to know our newest staff member in
a new, reimagined position – Director of Heritage and
Interpretation.

•

Updates from each ISJL department on how they are all
working with our partner communities to continue the
legacy of Southern Jewish life.
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It’s a real page-turner!
On top of all that, 2018 will be our eighteenth anniversary.
Our “Chai Celebration” year will be filled with stories of lives
touched by the ISJL over the past eighteen years, and what
we hope the next phase of “life” will bring.
We hope that this array of updates will inspire you, and
that you will remember the ISJL as you consider your yearend giving. We can’t continue the legacy without your
support. Thank you for joining us as we keep this journey
moving forward, and here’s to a wonderful 2018.
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President’s Message

Board Chair’s Message
This “legacy” edition of
CIRCA is so appropriate
to the life, thus far, of the
ISJL—and also to my own
life.

ISJL President
Macy B. Hart

Just before the holidays
this year, I lost my Dad.
He was 101 years old,
and his loss reminded me
that legacy is staring us
in the face all the time.
Sometimes we just don’t
know how to embrace it.
So in honor of my father’s
legacy, which drives me in
many ways, I want to share
a few personal thoughts.
The ISJL was born out of
the recognized need and
desire of Southern Jewish
congregations to keep
burning bright, even as the
proverbial flame flickers
in small towns. These
communities deserve our
support, no matter how
small or how large they
are. My Dad taught me: if
you see a problem that you
can fix, then fix it. If you
can’t fix it, but tried, you
learned something. Maybe
next time.
I think the ISJL has done
a pretty good job of doing
our part to “fix things…”
for almost two decades
now. Our model of a transdenominational regional
service is a strong one.
As we often say, we serve
the South, but the Jewish
communal issues we
address aren’t uniquely
Southern. Our model could
work in the Midwest, the
Northwest, all over.
The ISJL is in a time of
transition to the next
era of leadership of
our organization. I am
preparing to step away
from the helm of the
organization; I’m not
ready to retire, but am
ready to pass the torch
to my successor, Michele
Schipper.
As we prepare for this

4
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transition, there is an
element still missing from
the big picture of the ISJL.
The Board and Staff, and
our long-time supporters,
want to see all of our
departments,
positions,
and programs funded into
the future.

is that through legacy gifts,
all of our Fellowships, all
of our departments, and all
of our department chairs,
could be positions funded
in perpetuity and named in
honor of loved ones.

We need more legacy gifts
and to continue being
introduced to, connecting
with, collaborating with,
inspiring, and partnering
with donors. We need
to solicit our long-time
donors, attract more new
supporters, connect with
visionary philanthropists,
and encourage families to
honor or memorialize the
mentors and heroes who
preceded and influenced
them in some way.

I invite you all to consider
making this sort of gift.

Even if you already give
to the ISJL, have you
considered the impact
of planned giving and
designating a legacy gift
to the ISJL?
A legacy gift benefits
all parties. A loved one’s
memory is honored, and
vital Jewish service work
continues. And now is
the moment: The ISJL
will celebrate our 18th
anniversary in February
2018. As we mark this
milestone of “life” (“chai”),
we hope to sustain that
life through legacy gifts
secured throughout 2018.
What can a legacy gift
do? One example is how
it can secure positions
and programs, such as
fellowships. The ISJL
currently employs twelve
Fellows (ten Education
Fellows, two Community
Engagement
Fellows)
for two-year immersive
fellowships. Of these
twelve positions, four are
currently fully funded by
donors. Those existing
grants expire soon,and only
represent 25%-funding of
the fellowships. My dream

As you will see in this
issue of CIRCA, there’s a
lot going on in our world.
The Goldring/Woldenberg
Institute of Southern
Jewish Life (ISJL) is
approaching our 18th year
of service, and I’m excited
about our future—and
also inspired by our past.

Maybe your loved one.

Many of you have been
a part of the ISJL’s
beginnings and continue to
support the work. The ISJL
has earned a wonderful
national reputation with its
programs and innovative
and impactful delivery
systems. I want to secure
our legacy, long into the
future. To do that, I want to
urge you to spread the word
about this opportunity to
touch thousands of lives
through a legacy gift to
the ISJL. I welcome direct
conversations to determine
what programs or positions
are appropriate for you to
support based on your own
philanthropic goals.
A funder once told me, “The
ISJL does so much with
so little.” What he meant
was that the foundation
he represented was very
satisfied
with
where
and how their dollars
were being spent; what I
thought was, imagine what
we could do with more!
My time at the ISJL has
given me a chance to really
be a part of something
truly wonderful and full
of meaning. The ISJL will
continue into the future.
This message is all about
legacy. Will you join yours
with ours in 2018?
Thanks in advance for your
thoughtfulness,

ISJL Board Chair
Rachel Reagler Schulman

I want to acknowledge the
wisdom, generosity and
passion of the founders and
supporters of the Museum
of the Southern Jewish
Experience (MSJE). Before
there was the ISJL, there
was the MSJE, originally
established in 1986. When
we expanded to become
the ISJL in February
2000, the broadening
of our mission included
promoting our Jewish
heritage through new and
innovative programs. It
was a moment of change.
The ISJL started first by
offering multi-city cultural
programs and hiring a
historian to preserve the
stories of the Southern
Jewish past. We then began
delivering
rabbinical
services to communities
that no longer had a
rabbi, and developing
a comprehensive nondenominational
Jewish
education program.
We kept expanding our
work, to include community
engagement and oral
history collection and
Southern Jewish heritage
trips and so much more.
Our program options
keep growing. We now
serve
communities
throughout a thirteenstate territory, connecting
and collaborating with

them. And as always,
the
ISJL
provides
historic
preservation
advice throughout the
South to congregations,
communities
and
individuals in our many
different stages of life.
What a legacy to continue!
Now, as the MSJE becomes
its own independent entity
(see p. 7), we are excited
to continue as committed
partners in sharing the
Southern Jewish legacy.
The museum will forge
and form even richer
ways to exhibit and
display our stories—and
the ISJL will continue
helping create new stories.
How will the ISJL continue
the legacy in the years
to come? How will the
Board of Directors of the
ISJL continue the legacy?
As Chair of the Board,
I consider this matter
often as the ISJL looks
to exciting times in the
coming months. The Board
is faced with balancing
different ideas: continuing
the proud traditions and
successful programs that
are in place, while adjusting
to suggested changes and
improvements. As a Board
comprised of committed
and extremely hardworking individuals, it is
a challenge that I wholeheartedly believe this
Board is ready to face. I
am honored to be working
with this group of people,
who have put so much time
and effort into securing the
future of this organization.

ISJL. Thank you all for the
work you do for the ISJL,
from your annual financial
support to traveling to
two Board Meetings a
year
to
participating
in
many
committee
meetings via Zoom and to
responding to countless
emails. You make being
on the board a pleasure!
Together, we will ensure
that the ISJL will continue
its legacy of promoting
Judaism and its heritage in
the South. How will the ISJL
do this exactly? How will it
continue its legacy? CIRCA
is filled with many of the
answers, through programs
and outreach. However, the
rest of the answer of “how
it all keeps happening”
is up to you and to me.
As Dr. Seuss said, “Unless
someone like you cares a
whole awful lot, nothing is
going to get better. It’s not.”
The ISJL needs people like
you and like me to continue
to care and to support
the ISJL. Please consider
caring and giving now.
Here’s to a wonderful 2018.

So at this time, I also want
to thank the Board of the
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Incoming CEO’S Message
Having now spent 10 years as part of
this organization, I understand.
It is through a dynamic staff, no
matter how big or small we get
(just like we say in reference to our
partner communities!). It is with the
support of a thoughtful and focused
board. It is due to the partnerships
with organizations, foundations, and
individuals—those with whom we
partner in programming, and those
who support our work. Together, we
are able to stay true to the ISJL’s
holistic approach to Jewish life, as we
seek to address all of the needs of
our Southern communities.

Incoming CEO
Michele Schipper, COO

I am honored to have been selected
to serve as the next Chief Executive
Officer of the ISJL. It’s been more than
a decade since I took on my first role
here, as Chief Operating Officer, and
it’s remarkable to look back on these
last ten years as I take on this new role.
When I interviewed back in 2007
for the COO position, one of the
questions I had was how does so
much get accomplished by so few?
At the time, the ISJL staff was half
the size it is today, the Community
Engagement Department was not yet
up and running but somehow “tikkun
olam” work was getting done, the
organization was serving dozens of
Jewish communities with only about a
dozen full-time staff—you get the idea.

The ISJL is truly a special organization.
I have worked as a Jewish professional
throughout my career, working at
Jewish overnight camps and JCCs,
and for ten years now at the ISJL.
Nothing quite compares to the work
we do here.
As our leadership transitions and
we head into the ISJL’s “Chai Year”
and beyond, I remain passionate
and focused on the work we
do. Together, we will continue
the legacy of honoring the past
while strengthening the services
and creating new opportunities
throughout the ISJL’s region.
I look forward to continuing this
conversation with you in future
issues of CIRCA!

Museum
NEWS

Help us
name this
Publication!

When our Board Chair, Rachel Reagler Schulman, asked me to head
the committee to select a person to
replace Macy Hart, I had two immediate reactions. I was honored to be
asked to lead such an effort, and terrified to be given an impossible task.
No one person could “replace” Macy;
our founder, visionary, fundraiser, and
leader. But we had an excellent committee, and were assisted by the ISJL
6
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Atlanta, Georgia, is the MSJE chair,
with other former ISJL board
members Morris Mintz of Monroe,
Louisiana, and Rusty Palmer of San
Antonio, Texas, serving as vicechairs.

“CIRCA” was a name
selected many years ago
to evoke the museum
image of the MSJE.
As the museum
becomes an
independent entity, this
publication of the ISJL
needs a new name!

?

What do YOU think
we should call this
publication?

?

Email your suggestions
to kander@isjl.org

A Note From The Search Committee
By Rayman Solomon
staff, the Executive Committee, and
the entire Board. And, most importantly, we had a fabulous candidate
in Michele Schipper! After numerous
interviews and conversations with
the committee, the Board, and others
who recently experienced the same
leadership transitions in their organizations, we understood that Michele
had the vision and skills to move
from her role as Chief Operating Of-

Museum of the Southern Jewish
Experience to Open in New Orleans

ficer to become CEO. Her knowledge
of the ISJL and its mission is unparalleled. She will continue to make the
ISJL the go-to-Jewish organization
for all of the communities we serve.
We are all excited to see what the future will bring. It turned out our task
was not impossible—it was easy and
unanimous, and assures us that the
leader of our beloved organization
will continue the legacy.

The ISJL is deeply connected to the
Museum of the Southern Jewish
Experience (MSJE). In fact, the MSJE
pre-dated the ISJL, and then with the
emergence of the larger institute
in 2000 became a subsidiary entity,
incorporated into the ISJL’s overall
work and mission. Since 2012,
the museum has had no physical
building, but has continued offering
programs and sharing artifacts and
information as a department of the
ISJL. Now, excitement is building
as the MSJE makes plans to reopen in 2019 as an independent
entity, located in New Orleans.
This new iteration of the museum
will be a tremendous addition to
the Southern Jewish landscape. A
location in New Orleans’ cultural and
arts district will increase visibility and
foot traffic, giving the collection and
programs the potential to reach a large
and diverse audience. Plans for the
museum are already well underway;
the primary exhibit designer will be
Gallagher & Associates, an awardwinning firm that has worked on
many of the nation’s most innovative
museums. The museum is poised
to become a tourist destination—a

state-of-the-art
facility
and
historic, heartfelt testament to the
legacy of Judaism in the South.
The ISJL and MSJE will be two
separate organizations, although
they will remain supportive
of one another and promote
synergies through cross-board
representation. The Museum has
also already hired its executive
director, Kenneth Hoffman, a
veteran of both the museum
world and the world of Southern
Jewish history. Hoffman, a Baton
Rouge native, has a long resume
in museums including time as
the MSJE’s very first intern. He
has worked at the much-lauded
National WWII Museum in New
Orleans since its opening in 2000,
serving most recently as education
director. While a graduate student
at Tulane, he wrote a master’s
thesis on the Jewish community
of Port Gibson, MS, and organized
many of the activities for the
1994 Natchez Jewish Homecoming
event. Board leadership has also
been established, emerging from
the search and planning committee
for the MSJE. Jay Tanenbaum, of

“We’re very excited for the
museum’s future,” says Macy B.
Hart, ISJL president and original
founder of the MSJE. “There’s such
a rich history of Southern Jewish
life in this region, and under,
Jay, Morris, Rusty, and Kenneth’s
leadership, along with the whole
team they’ll assemble, we know
that history will be shared in
a dynamic and engaging way.
Meanwhile, the Southern Jewish
story is still unfolding—and at the
ISJL we’re proud to play a role in
supporting and enhancing Jewish
life throughout the region.”
Jay Tanenbaum adds: “It’s both a
challenge and an honor to have
this opportunity to re-establish the
MSJE as a vibrant new project. I am
humbled by the reception we have
received in reaching out to new
partners and supporters. With 10
million visitors a year, New Orleans
gives us the ability to engage a
much larger audience with the
lessons of hope, tolerance, and
leadership demonstrated through
the stories of Southern Jewry.”
With a shared history and an
interconnected vision, these two
organizations
are
committed
to working in partnership to
preserve and share stories of the
Southern Jewish past, and to work
together as integral entities in the
landscape of the Southern Jewish
present and future. This is truly an
inspiring instance of continuing
the legacy.
Visit the MSJE’s website to sign up for
updates and take a survey about what
you would like to see at the museum
when it opens its doors: www.msje.org.
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RABBINICAL

becomes an even bigger part of
your life. It certainly has for her.
It was inspiring to be part of this
congregation if only for one night,
which truly must make Shabbos
for itself. The sense of personal
investment of each individual runs
so deep. They all know that if one
of them doesn’t show up, there will
be no minyan.

Rabbis on the
Road: Still
a “Bold Old
Idea”
From the very beginning, the ISJL
has touted the notion of itinerant
rabbis – clergy who literally hit
the road to visit communities with
no full-time local rabbi. It’s not a
concept we created; circuit riding
rabbis were popular decades ago,
too. In the 1950’s, Rabbi Harold
Freedman tooled around the back
roads of the Blue Ridge Mountains
in a bus outfitted with blackboards,
a record player, a library, a batterypowered eternal light and even
a portable ark. Back then, more
than 150 families were regulars to
the bus, and in his first five years
Rabbi Freedman prepared more
than 20 children to become b’nai
mitzvah. His successors made
similar travels into the 1980’s.
And then, starting in 2003, the ISJL
began reviving this “bold old idea.”
One of the ways we get traveling
clergy into communities is through
our Rabbis on the Road program. By
partnering with congregations and
clergy, including those outside of
our region, we are able to provide
visits to congregations without
Rabbis throughout the South.
This approach to rabbinical service
is truly continuing the legacy – and
we invited a member from one of
our communities (Andrea Levy of
Jonesboro, Arkansas) and a rabbi
who recently traveled for us (Rabbi
Josh Davidson of Congregation
Emanu-El in New York City) to
share their insider insights on
the impact of these visits on
congregants and clergy alike.
8

Rabbi Matt Dreffin leading services at B’nai Israel in Natchez, Mississippi.

From The Visiting Rabbi’s
Point of View…
By Rabbi Josh Davidson
(Excerpted from a sermon given to his New
York congregation following visits down south)

A couple of weeks ago, I was
rummaging through some cartons
in my parents’ basement when I
came upon a box of TripTiks. You
remember those spiral bound
booklets AAA used to produce
long before such tools as Google
Maps and MapQuest? Following
my college graduation, I had
determined to drive cross country.
So I called AAA and ordered the
TripTiks directing me from Great
Neck to Cooperstown to Cleveland
to Chicago to Minneapolis on to
Los Angeles and back home again.
That was twenty-seven years ago.
And in all the years since, I don’t
think I’ve done as much driving as
I did last month in Arkansas and
Mississippi where I covered about
a thousand miles in a four-day
stretch. I made the journey under
the auspices of the ISJL.
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I landed in Memphis and drove
northwest across the Mississippi
River to Jonesboro, Arkansas.
Jonesboro is a town of about
70,000 with a small congregation
of twenty households, though
they have their own beautiful
synagogue
building—Temple
Israel. Being there brought me
back to my days as a student rabbi
when I would travel to similarly
sized communities to teach and
preach. Temple Israel is blessed
to have Andrea Levy, a lay leader
who carries much of the temple’s
program on her own shoulders.
She offers an Introduction to
Judaism class for those interested
in conversion. She also represents
the synagogue in various interfaith
settings educating the Christian
community about Jewish ritual
and custom. She commented that
sometimes when you leave a big
Jewish community – she grew up
in Highland Park, Illinois – Judaism

Saturday I was up at dawn driving
two and a half hours southeast to
my next stop in Oxford, Mississippi
– the home of Ole Miss whose
Jewish community is shepherded
by the volunteer leader of the
University Hillel, Wendy Goldberg a
faculty member in the liberal arts
school. According to Federation
estimates, there are fifty families in
Oxford who identify with Judaism.
However, that number does not
include the university’s Jewish
students. About ten of us gathered
at the local Unitarian Universalist
Church. And here too I was
moved by the sense of personal
responsibility each member felt
for this community’s success. That
evening we gathered at a local park
for a Havdalah service, this time

with children in attendance too.

Malei Rachamim memorial prayer.

On Sunday morning, I drove
another two hours southeast to
Columbus, Mississippi. The roots
of Temple B’nai Israel in Columbus
reached back to the 1840s. Today,
there are forty member households
who call the congregation home.
Following an hour of Torah
study, the dozen congregants in
attendance reflected candidly on
the challenges of Jewish life in the
South. They spoke of their desire to
be able to do more as a community,
but how difficult it was with limited
resources and limited numbers. Yet
they have a lay leader, a professor
at Mississippi State, who functions
as their rabbi. And they do hold
services twice a month. That
afternoon the president of the
synagogue, Paul Lasky, brought me
to the Jewish cemetery for what
would be the most poignant hour
of my trip. For in that cemetery
were buried the pioneers who had
built the community, and there
were more Jews buried there than
there are alive in the community
today. Standing among the graves,
some dating back one-hundredseventy years, we offered the El

Monday I made my way due west
to Greenville, a Delta town which
once had the largest Jewish
population in the state. Now it’s an
aging congregation; the children
have left and no younger Jews are
moving in. Still, the congregation
holds services twice monthly
and Benji Nelkin, one of the
congregation leaders, has created
a beautiful museum in the temple
to the congregation’s once thriving
past. That night I drove to Jackson,
and in the morning flew home.
I hope you’ll forgive me if this report
sounded too much like a travel log
or a TripTik. For me, each one of
these visits was deeply moving.
At every stop, I met individuals
who’ve taken it upon themselves to
keep Jewish life or the memory of
Jewish life alive for the generations
to come. The preservation of
memory of the stories of those
who came before us has always
been a truly sacred Jewish task.
To learn more about the ISJL
Rabbinical Department and how they
can help you enrich Jewish life right
where YOU live, email information@
isjl.org

Visiting Rabbi Andy Bachman has spent time in several
southern congregations this year.
CIRCA / Fall 2017• The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life
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When Rabbis Visit Jonesboro
By Andrea Levy
I’ll start by telling you a little bit
about my Jewish community here in
Jonesboro, Arkansas: Temple Israel
dedicated Jonesboro’s first synagogue
in January of 1898. At that time, the
congregation had over 80 Jews. Our
current building was constructed in
the 1960s to meet the needs of a
growing congregation—at the time.
The Jewish population of Jonesboro
has fluctuated since then. Currently,
we have about 15 local Jews
attending services, joined by 10 other
wonderful community members at
most services. We have no rabbi here,
and until recently, we hadn’t even
had a rabbi visit since 2014. All of our
services have been lay-led.
But then this June, we were so
fortunate to have Rabbi Josh
Davidson, from Congregation Emanu10

El in New York, lead a Friday night
Shabbat service for us. It was a truly
special experience. Rabbi Davidson
is kind and humble. His sermon was
inspirational. The best part of having
him here was having Rabbi Davidson
at our Shabbat pot-luck after services.
The opportunity for our attendees
to speak with him one-on-one is
something our group is still talking
about.
We are trying to keep our Jewish
legacy alive in Jonesboro and visits
like these re-energize our sense
of kehilla (community). As I write
this, we are looking forward to
another rabbinical visit – Rabbi
Andy Bachman will join us for Yom
Kippur. We are so grateful to the ISJL
for arranging these amazing and
meaningful opportunities for us here
in Jonesboro!
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This
Chanukah
treat helps
you learn and eat!
If you have a copy of the
ISJL’s Taste of Torah book,
right now is a great time
to perfect your Hush Puppy
Latkes and the other
delicious recipes you’ll find
inside! If you don’t have
a copy, or know someone
who needs one, grab this
great gift for Chanukah! In
addition to weekly Torah
insights, there are also
Southern and Jewish flavors
filling these delicious pages.

Join Macy B. Hart and Susan Hart for a trip to
Israel with a Southern accent!

February 23 - March 6, 2018
Join the ISJL’s first-ever group trip to Israel! Ably guided by friend and veteran tour guide Ron Perry, this
all-adult trip features a packed itinerary, incredibly enriching activities, and a unique Southern Jewish
twist on the traditional trip to the holy land. Overnight accomodations included at Herods in Tel Aviv,
Hagoshrim Kibbutz Hotel in Kibbutz Hagoshrim, and Dan Boutique in Jerusalem (pictured below).

If you don’t have a
copy of Taste of Torah,
you can snag one from
The Peddler’s Cart
section of our website.

Learn more at www.isjl.org/isjl-israel-trip
CIRCA / Fall 2017• The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life
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A Legacy of Learning
By Rachel Stern & Rabbi Matt Dreffin

page. We identified some areas of
improvement (the biggest takeaway
was that our Program Bank, a
repository of hundreds of amazing
past programs, is under-utilized;
marketing around it hasn’t been
strong—so here’s a plug, ask us about
the Program Bank and stay tuned to
learn more about it!) and also some
successes—the biggest of which is
the impact of the Education Fellows.

When we think of legacy, we ponder what
we are leaving behind, what impact we are
making while we are here that will hopefully
echo after we’re gone. The contemplation of
legacy is the essence of Jewish education. We
pass along a concept often attached to an

The Fellows exemplify legacy
in so many ways. They create
relationships
with
countless
students, showing how Judaism
can be fun, meaningful, and a part
of everyday life. The communities
we serve remember their Fellows,

experience, and we hope that it affects the
learner, that it shapes them in some way.
The ISJL Education Program is rooted
in legacy. We are passing along content
and experiences about Judaism in the
hopes that it influences the Jewish
lives of the teachers, students, and
the families with whom we work. We
know that we are making a difference
because we are on-the-ground in the
communities we serve three times a
year, and in contact with our education
partners throughout the rest of the
year. We hear the feedback firsthand,
and we witness growth in teachers,
students, and families.
But we’re very close to the endeavor, of
course. Even though we know through
observation and anecdotes shared
by teachers and feedback forms and
conference conversations that our
Jewish Education program makes a
difference, we’re not the ones who
can really assess the work. We wanted
12

to know more, to gather real data,
to evaluate not only the positive
impact but also areas for growing
and improving our work. We wanted
to be sure that we were meeting our
goals—and that we could continue
doing so.
We hired an evaluator, Dr. Tobin
Belzer, who worked with our
communities and our team to take
a closer look at our program. She
gathered evaluative information in
a variety of ways, from focus groups
to staff and former Education Fellow
interviews to accompanying a current
Fellow on a visit and sending out an
online survey to education partners.
We were thrilled with her work and
with the results of her evaluation.
Some of the quotes from education
partners are featured on this

The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life • CIRCA / Fall 2017

I love how the curriculum approaches all angles of learning.
It really takes Sunday School off book and brings Judaism
to life for our kids, especially our interfaith kids.
and stay in touch long after the
fellowship has been completed. The
ISJL Education Fellowship is usually a
Fellow’s first job after school, and the
experiences they gain working with
our communities provide skills and
deepen commitment in the Fellows.
They take their formative experiences
here with them as they continue on
to future positions—whether their
careers be in Jewish education, the
rabbinate, or other fields of work.

To learn more about the ISJL Education
Department and how they can help
make your Fellow visits, and school
year adventures successful, email Rachel
Stern (rstern@isjl.org) or Rabbi Matt
Dreffin (mdreffin@isjl.org).

Yes, legacy is showing what remains
with us, but it is also looking towards
the future, ensuring the legacy we’re
continuing is far reaching and long
lasting for the next batch of students,
teachers, and ISJL Education Fellows.

The ISJL [Education]
Fellows bring a
tremendous amount
of thoughtfulness,
creativity, and fun to
our classes.

I feel that before we used
ISJL Program, we were
missing some important
ways to reach students…
the ISJL [education program] has allowed even
an inexperienced person
to teach a class, with the
scripted lessons and the
many ideas that come
with each lesson.

The current first-year Fellows (Education and Community Engagement!) are all helping continue traditions.
CIRCA / Fall 2017• The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life
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HERITAGE

History

The ISJL History Department: All About Legacy
By Dr. Josh Parshall

“Legacies” are at the heart of
the History Department’s work,
whether that means celebrating the
achievements of Jewish leaders in
the South, preserving the memories
of Jewish communities that are
no longer active, or wrestling with
the fascinating and sometimes
uneasy complexities of southern
and Jewish histories. Our mission is
not only to document and interpret
the past, but also to ask how it
reverberates in the present, and
how we can make it meaningful
for new audiences. Here are some
of the ways we’re doing just that.
Encyclopedia
The most visible way that the History
Department preserves and celebrates
the legacies of the southern Jewish
past is through the Encyclopedia of
Southern Jewish Communities. You
can explore this free, online resource
through the ISJL website. The
Encyclopedia currently includes over
250 entries on local Jewish history
in every town in twelve states that
has ever had an organized Jewish
community. In addition to expanding
and enhancing the contents of the
Encyclopedia in the next few years,
we are also beginning to update
and revise the existing entries.
First up will be two of the earliest
states added to the Encyclopedia:
Mississippi and Alabama. For the
Alabama section, I’m looking forward
to a new collaboration with graduate
students in the Department of
History at Auburn University. As
always, and especially if you live in or
hail from Mississippi or Alabama, feel
free to look up your own community
in the Encyclopedia and let us know
how we can update or improve the
information there!
14

Meet Nora Katz, ISJL’s First Director of
Heritage and Interpretation

Images from Dr. Parshall’s recent lecture in Brookhaven, MS.

Public Events
We also explore the legacies of
southern
Jewish
communities
through public events. In August,
I went to Brookhaven, Mississippi,
to give my first historical talk as
the Director of the ISJL History
Department. I addressed the Lincoln
County Historical Society on the
development of the local Jewish
community in the late-nineteenth
century. The turnout was great, and
the audience asked smart questions in
the post-lecture Q&A. In a small town
where few Jewish residents remain,
it was especially gratifying to see
that non-Jewish locals are interested
in maintaining public memories of
a now inactive Jewish community.
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Internships
It might feel far off, but really, spring
and summer are just around the
corner—and that means it’s time to
start looking for summer interns. If
you know a great, responsible college
student with interests in American
Jewish history, southern history, oral
history, or related fields, they may be
able to work with us as we document
the southern Jewish past and explore
its rich, multi-layered legacies. Check
our website for details in December!
To learn more about the ISJL History
Department or find out how to bring a
history lecture to your community, email
Dr. Josh Parshall (jparshall@isjl.org).

With the separation of the ISJL and
the Museum of the Southern Jewish
Experience, there is no longer a
Museum Department within the
ISJL. Instead, the board and staff
of the ISJL is excited to announce
a new department – Heritage and
Interpretation. This department will
oversee, among other things, groups
visiting the south (for Southern Jewish
Heritage trips, alternative spring break
volunteer trips, and more), heritage
programming aimed at both Jewish
and secular audiences, and interpretive
innovations to bring history and
heritage to life.
The ISJL is thrilled to welcome Nora
Katz as the first Director of Heritage
and Interpretation.
Nora, who assumed her position in
September, came to Jackson straight
from Dublin, Ireland, where she earned
her Master’s degree in Public History
and Cultural Heritage at Trinity College.
Her thesis, titled “No More Fourth Wall:
Performing Reality, Witnessing History,

and the Rise of ANU Productions,”
examined the work of Dublin-based
site-specific theatre company ANU
Productions and their engagement
with traumatic history and collective
memory. The project involved oral
history interviews with theatre
practitioners and audience members,
considering the ways in which theatre
works as a medium for processing and
presenting the past. Nora presented
her research at an Oral History Network
of Ireland conference in Galway. She
also had the opportunity to organize
a community-based oral history
“harvest” at the Clandeboye Estate in
Northern Ireland. Nora has experience
working at a variety of heritage
institutions, including the National
Museum of American Jewish History,
which piqued her interest in this field
of work; the Mercer Museum & Library
in Bucks County, Pennsylvania; the
Blackfriary Community Heritage &
Archaeology Project in Trim, Ireland;
and the New Bedford Whaling
Museum in Massachusetts. She earned
a Bachelor’s degree in History with
minors in Archaeology and Medieval

and Renaissance Studies at Carleton
College in Northfield, Minnesota. Her
senior thesis explored the aesthetics
of barren and bountiful landscapes
in 17th-century French explorer
Samuel de Champlain’s maps of New
France. Nora is also the co-author of
Literary Starbucks, a humor book with
illustrations by acclaimed New Yorker
cartoonist Harry Bliss.
She is excited to bring her experience
developing exhibitions, education
programs, and theatrical productions
to the ISJL. As Director of Heritage and
Interpretation, Nora is looking forward
to engaging with the ISJL’s partner
institutions to develop new traveling
trunks and traveling exhibitions. She’s
also eager to support diverse groups
on their journeys through the South,
as well as to developing programs
and exhibits. She’s especially excited
to begin collaborating with fellow ISJL
staff members on heritage projects.
To learn more about this new department
and welcome Nora to the role, email
nkatz@isjl.org.
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artist who just sings… and then leaves.

PROGRAMMING

Bringingand
Music
So Much More

By Batsheva

We asked Batsheva, one of our beloved ISJL Programming presenters, to share her thoughts on legacy and how visiting our communities impacts her, as well as them. Many thanks to Batsheva for so often bringing us her beautiful music—and now, her beautiful words here as well!

“Oyfn veg shteyt a boim…”
“On the road, there is a tree…”.

Abraham Zvi
Idelsohn, an
ethnomusicologist.

These songs are the threads that have bound us through the
centuries, across oceans, and ultimately, so deeply to each other. The
act of singing, and the act of listening to songs, connects us and binds
us in an emotional way; through our history, through our memory,
through our families, our losses and our joys. We are connected by
these songs in a way that goes so much deeper than a concert.
I have returned to some of the communities multiple times. I have
come to know many people. I have picked up conversations where I
left off with people I may not have seen in over a year. I remember
their lives, their jobs, their friends, their families. We return to
conversations about life, Israel, memory, the community.

This is the first line of a Yiddish song by one of the
great Jewish literary figures, Itzik Manger.

And they remember the music – how it made them feel, what it
made them remember, how it stirred something in the soul. It’s
remarkable, isn’t it? We don’t know each other – and then we know
each other, through an hour or so of sharing songs.

The song goes on to describe the birds on the tree,
leaving the nest and flying off in all directions.

These words bring us together:

Rachel, the
founding
mother of
modern
Hebrew
poetry.

“Oyfn veg shteyt a boym.”

“Drey keyn mayrev, drey keyn mizrekh, un der resht keyn
durem”

“Eitz chayyim hi la-machazikim bah.”

“Three to the west, three to the east and the rest to the
south.”

“On the road there is a tree.”

David Bergelson,
a Yiddish writer
imprisoned and
killed by Stalin in
the mid-1900s.

“It is a Tree of Life to those who cling to it.”

The song is actually an allegory about the return of
the Jewish people to Zion. (You can find it on the

See you again, oyfn veg, on the road, as we continue the legacy.
To learn more about the ISJL Programming Department, email Alachua
Nazarenko at anazarenko@isjl.org.

The Peddler’s Cart
internet or YouTube.
I am particularly enamored with
the rendition by Chava Alberstein.) It resonates for
me because I—I am the bird, flying to the south. But
in my case – it is the southern United States.
As many of you may know, under the auspices of
the ISJL, I have been touring the southern states of
the United States for the past several years, with a
guitar in one hand, and the heritage of the songs of
the Jewish people in the other. I sing in Ladino and
Yiddish, in Ivrit (Hebrew) and English. Songs of the
past, songs of the present and my own work. I sing
ballads, laments, joyful songs, and even some satire!
These concert tours are not like those of other singers.
When you carry the kind of precious cargo with which
I travel, it goes much deeper than standing in front
of a group of people singing some songs. I am not an
16
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Looking for Chanukah gifts?

We have the perfect Southern Jewish something for all your gifting needs.
Visit the new and improved website: www.isjl.org/peddlers_cart or call 601.362.6357.

Your purchase supports the ISJL’s work!
CIRCA / Fall 2017• The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life
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Community
Engagement

T.A.P. Looks Ahead
To Its Tenth Year
By Dave Miller
Over the last nine years, the ISJL’s peer
mediation initiative, Talk About the
Problems (T.A.P.), has gone on quite
a journey. As we approach our tenth
year we have a lot to be excited about.

Happy readers at this spring’s LAB program in Jackson, MS.

Continuing a Legacy of Giving Back
By Dave Miller
The ISJL believes that working to help
make the world a better place is a vital
piece of the Southern Jewish legacy.
Here are two new and expanded
ways we’re bringing even more
people together to make a difference.
Literacy Programming
When Read, Lead, Succeed (RLS) first
began we focused on improving
literacy outcomes for primary school
students by using secondary school
students to act as tutors and mentors.
We loved the relationships that were
built between the students, but we
realized that to reach more students
we would need to utilize more
community members. This led to the
decision to bring in education majors
at local universities, enhancing and
expanding our mentorships and
connections.
Another major moment for us came
last year, when many partners lost
funding and had to close their doors
due to issues beyond their control.
Students still had a need and we
were committed to find a way to
support them. We determined that
the best time to reach students
was during their spring break. In
order to accomplish this, we had to
expand our curriculum. It is nearly
impossible to provide meaningful
literacy interventions to more than
100 students over the course of
18

a week. Therefore, we decided to
make the program about finding
and growing a love for reading.
Students spent their days at the
Literacy Achievement Bonanza (LAB)
enjoying activities that met state
literacy standards, allowed them to
participate at whatever level they
were at, and brought joy to the
experience of books and reading.
It also brought wide swaths of the
community together. The LAB was
an enormous success and a variety
of new opportunities presented
themselves. We found that the best
version of RLS combines literacy
interventions and fun activities, all of
which build skills, confidence, and joy.
Currently, we are planning for two
LAB locations during the 2018
spring break. We’re launching the
newly formatted RLS programming
as the cornerstone of an afterschool
program and a pilot program with a
library system that uses our program
to work with whole families in need
of literacy support. We are working
diligently to ensure that our legacy
in literacy is profound.
Community Engagement Modules
There are a myriad of other critical
challenges facing our communities.
The best way to tackle these
challenges is together, and our Judaic
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principles, texts, and history provide
us a road map and lessons for doing
so. Over the last nine years, we
have worked with congregations to
develop social justice programming
for their members and communities.
We have also explored how social
justice takes shape in Jewish spaces
and conversations about what Jewish
social justice is. People are eager to
play a role in improving outcomes for
others and making the world a better
place. This process can require large
amounts of work and dedication,
which is a lot to ask of people who
already have a lot on their plate.
We listened to your concerns, ideas,
and interests, and this summer
we launched our Community
Engagement Modules. These ninetyminute sessions cover a wide array
of topics and are organized into five
categories: keep, remember, act, share,
and create. We want every person in
the congregation to have the ability
to engage in learning more about
our faith’s legacy of repairing the
world and seeking justice, as well
as the opportunity to find their own
inspiration and define what their
Jewish social justice legacy will be.
To learn more about our brand-new
Community Engagement Modules,
literacy programming, and all of our
social justice opportunities, email Dave
Miller (dmiller@isjl.org).

In September, we kicked off the
2017-2018 school year with our
annual T.A.P. Summit. This incredible
day brought together a diverse group
of students from throughout the
state covering grades 6-12. They had
the opportunity to learn about the
school-to-prison pipeline, mediating
as a profession, LGBTQ+ advocacy,
how the police department is working
to building bridges to the community,
and what it means to be an advocate
on all levels for themselves and
those around them.
Moreover, adults who support and
lead these students had the chance
to learn from each other, share best
practices, explore ways to effectively
implement T.A.P. at their site, and
learn how to implement T.A.P. as a
club in addition to the work they are
already doing on a day-to-day basis
using T.A.P. as part of regular school
operations.

What does all this mean? It
means that T.A.P. is becoming
part of the school cultures.
The stories that students and
adults shared were about
empowerment. There were
dozens of stories about
students who are using
the program to help their
peers, counselors who are working
to have students play a larger role in
positively guiding school culture, and
administrators looking for ways to
increase student empowerment and
give them the opportunity to define
what their legacy at the school will be.
The ISJL wants the legacy of T.A.P.
to be about empowering others
to create transformative positive
change in school culture and to take
those same skills and practices and
apply them to the greater community.
We have high school students who
have been with the program so long
that they received special cords to
wear at their graduation. These same
students come to us year after year
asking how they can be involved once
they have moved on to college. This
year we have a cadre of volunteers

who will be assisting us with training
and celebrating the successes of the
peer mediators.
There is a lot of work to be done
and new schools that are seeking
the opportunity to be new partners.
This year we are looking to add 10
more partner sites, which would
empower
approximately
125
students. Additionally, we are looking
to increase our footprint outside
of Mississippi because we know
that student leadership is valuable
everywhere. Talk About the Problems
is just getting started and we look
forward to many more powerful years.
To learn more about our peer mediation
program, visit www.isjl.org/tap

Community Engagement Fellow Rachel Glazer and LAB participants.
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Thank You to Our Supporters!
In these CIRCA pages, you can see the impact our education, history, heritage and interpretation, cultural, community engagement and rabbinic programs have on thousands of people just like you. With deep appreciation, the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life extends thanks to everyone who made a contribution or pledge from January 1- September 30, 2017 to enable our important work.

$100,000+

The Rosalinde & Arthur Gilbert Foundation
Goldring Family Foundation
Jim Joseph Foundation
W. K. Kellogg Foundation
The Marcus Foundation, Inc.
Lawrence Magdovitz z”l
Charles & Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation
Woldenberg Foundation
Anne & Henry Zarrow Foundation

$10,000 - $99,999
Stanford & Joan Alexander Family Fund
Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation
Dr. Laura Corman
Community Foundation of Greater Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. Clay Crystal
Lynn Crystal
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Dreeben
The Diane P. & Paul Guilford Glazer Fund
Goldstein Family Foundation
Jewish Federation of Central Alabama
Meyer & Ida Gordon Foundation
$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. James Breslauer
Janet Brueck & Jerry Lang
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Canizaro
Mr. & Mrs. Marty Davidson
Pepe & Terry Finn
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Goldberg
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Grant
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Herzog
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Hesdorffer
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Huebscher
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Hertz
Junior League of Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Kanter
Joshua Landes
Leifer Family Fund
Steve Libowsky & Sue Berman
Alan, Jackie, & Josh Luria
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Meyer Family - Margaret, Helen Marie,
& Harold Meyer
Dr. & Mrs. Alex Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Orgel
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Rittenberg, III
Dr. Robert Roubey & Lisa Brachman
Joseph & Sally Handleman Charitable
Foundation - Dr. & Mrs. Robert S.
Sadoff
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer Simons
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Stein, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Rick Streiffer
Bz & Jay Tanenbaum
Harold Wainer
Dan Weinbaum
Mary Wiener & Sandy Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Woocher
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Ed Grauman z”l
Lynette & Steve Koppel
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Miller
Lester Pinkus
Rachel Reagler Schulman
AMSkier Agency Insurance Aimee, Jeffrey, Henry Skier
Rayman L. Solomon & Carol Avins
Jay & Deanie Stein Foundation Trust
Mrs. David R. Toomim
Kenneth Zadeck
$1,000 - $4,999
Cahn Family Foundation, Inc.
Central Synagogue, New York, NY
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cooper
Delta Jewish Open Golf Tournament
Dr. Allen & Jennifer Deutsch
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Edelson
Mr. & Mrs. David Elgart
Arnold Feinstein
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Feldman
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Fraenkel
Drs. Robert & Marlene Garnett
Mr. & Mrs. Alan J. Gold
Elaine & Michael Gutenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen J. Heyman
Mrs. Marcus Hirsch
Dr. & Mrs. Gary Hurwitz
Jackson Jewish Federation, Jackson, MS
Jewish Federation of Greater New
Orleans, LA

Mr. & Mrs. Cary A. Koplin
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Levingston
Mr. & Mrs. Peter L. Malkin
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Marx, Sr.
Dr. Jonathan & Betty Millman
Mr. & Mrs. Morris F. Mintz
Mrs. Saul A. Mintz
Ann J. Rubin
Michele & Ken Schipper
Dr. & Mrs. Carl Schmulen
Allan Stein & Nina Gussack
Steven Strauss
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Stoller
Mrs. Benno Wallach
Dolores Wilkenfeld
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Williams
Marvin Wolf

$500 - $999
Mrs. James Banks
Nancy M. Berman & Alan J. Bloch
Beth Israel Sisterhood, Jackson, MS
James Breman
The Sharna & Irvin Frank
Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. J. Kent Friedman
Mrs. Joseph A. Gerache
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Gilstrap
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Green
Mr. & Mrs. Maury Harris
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Heaster
Jewish Federation of Arkansas
Leo Kayser, III
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Kline, II
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Konikoff
Robin Kosberg
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Legum
Mr. Albert J. Leveck
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Lisner
Mrs. Richard Lowenburg
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Maibach
Meridian Jewish Welfare Fund,
Meridian, MS
Dr. & Mrs. Ike Muslow
Pensacola Jewish Federation
Mrs. Maurice Raphael
David & Karen Reagler
Ms. Sara Speer Selber
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Silver
Mrs. James P. Stephan
Dr. & Mrs. Barry Uretsky
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Wurtzburger
$250 - $499
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Alpert
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Ballard
Mr. & Mrs. David Benjamin
Dr. Stephen & Miriam Bensman
Beth Israel Federated Charities,
Fayetteville, NC
Dr. & Mrs. Leslie R. Burson
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Caller
Mr. & Dr. Edward A. Cusnier
Harryette Anne Duncan
Jack Dveirin
Laurie Bell Dworkin & John Bell
Diane B. Frankel
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Garst
Mrs. Maurice Handelman
Hebrew Union Sisterhood,
Greenville, MS
Leon Jacobs, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Kevin Krane
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Landers
Mr. & Mrs. Larry M. Loeb
Cynthia M. Lyons
Julie Mendell

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Merfish
Mr. & Mrs. Leon H. Rittenberg, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rubenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Ellis Rudy
Judge & Mrs. Gerald Schiff
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Shawyer
Claire Solomon
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Spanjer
Temple Shalom of Northwest AR
Mrs. Donald P. Weiss
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Zerden
$100 - $249
Stephen B. Alderman
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley F. Baker
Mrs. Jeffrey L. Ballon
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Behrendt
Judge & Mrs. Robert Benham
Rachel Ann Bergman
Bleiberg Family
Laurie Blitzer & Sam Levine
Michelle Blumenthal
George E. Bodin
Sam & Deborah Brackstone
Dr. Maury W. Bronstein
Mrs. Leonard Carp
Mr. Michael J. Churgin
Drs. Jackie & Michael Cohen
Dr. & Mrs. James Cohen
Congregation Kol Ami, Woodinville,
WA
Mr. & Mrs. George Copen
Ms. Annette Corman
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Danziger
Shelby Deeney
Mrs. Donald DeWitt
Dr. Sheldon S. Diamond
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Dorfman
Bren Dorsey & Jody Lubritz
Linda Dreeben
Dr. Martin J. Drell
Blanche Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. Woods E. Eastland
Bonnie W. Eisenfeld
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Elikan
Mervyn Epsman
Mr. & Mrs. Michael N. Fein
Mark & Susan Fijman
Rabbi Eli Freedman
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Friedman, Jr.
Marilyn Gelman
David Glatstein
Dr. Alan Gold, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Goldberg
Mark & Judy Goldsmith
Bernard Goldstein
Dr. & Mrs. Martin I. Goldstein
Mr. Rodney Goldstein
Laney Gradus

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Greely
Mr. & Mrs. David S. Greenberg
J. Bradley Greenblum
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Greenspon
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph H. Greil
Michael & Nez Gross
Commissioner Dick Hall
Mr. & Mrs. Claude Tully Hall, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Van Hart
Mrs. Albert Herzog
Margaret S. Hesslein
Marc P. Hilton & Judy Aronson
Mrs. Joseph D. Hoffman
Barbara S. Hyman
Roberta Jackel & Chris Newland
Mr. & Mrs. Ellis Kahn
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Kaplan
Professor & Mrs. Donald Kartiganer
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Klein
Stanley B. Kline
Megan & Josh Koller
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Lapides
Marla Greenberg Lepore
Barbara & Adrian Lengsfeld
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey A. Levingston
Carol J. Levy
Mrs. Morris Lewis, III
Dr. Carolyn Lipson-Walker & George
Walker
Amy Lit & Andy Rittenberg
Mrs. James L. Loeb, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Earl J. Magdovitz
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Mansbach, II
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. Marcus
Dr. Leon J. Marks
Shaun & Jeremy Medows
David Mendel
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Morris
Rabbi Barbara Moskow
Rachel Jarman Myers
Lt. Col. Ed Nagler
Alachua & Erik Nazarenko
Jerome P. Newmark
Craig Oren
Judge & Mrs. J. David Orlansky
Mrs. Maurice Pearl
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Perlis
Mr. & Mrs. Elliott Rosenberg
George Rothkopf
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Samuels
Alan Scheinine
Mr. & Mrs. Morton A. Schrag
Mr. Mandel C. Selber, Jr.
Mrs. Herb Seligman
Peter & Tamar Sharp
Lawrence A. Sherman
Dr. & Mrs. William Siegel
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Silverblatt
Loraine Simons

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Slive
Mr. & Mrs. Morris S. Solomon
Dr. & Mrs. Howard M. Sussman
Temple Israel, Jonesboro, AR
Temple Israel Sisterhood, Memphis,
TN
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Tettlebaum
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Thompson
Mr. Jonathan Wax
Mr. Samuel Waxman
Kathryn Wiener
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathon Wolfson
Donald & Lynda Yule
Dr. J. Raul Zapata
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Zucker

Tributes

Contributions received between
5/1/2017-9/30/2017
IN BLESSED MEMORY OF:
Martha Brenner
Rachel Reagler Schulman
Frances Davidson
Arlene & Arnold Cooper
Abraham Gerber
Amy, Richard, & Joshua Greenberg
Joseph M. Goldberg
Laurie Dworkin & John Bell
Ed Grauman
Doug Friedlander
Charles David Roscopf
Jonathan Dworkin
Laurie Dworkin & John Bell
David Martin Fargotstein
Gail & Mike Goldberg
Paul S. Handmacher
Bert & Myra Fischel
Ellis Hart
Marilyn & Ted Alford
Sylvia “Syl” Benenson
Stephen & Amy Benenson
Dr. Malcolm & Beverly Bonnheim
Dr. Harold & Laurie Brandt
Janet Brueck & Jerry Lang
Doris Cohen
Lynn P. Crystal
The Kander-Dauphin Family
Robin & Luis Dorfman
Myra & Bert Fischel
Eleanor & Albert Fraenkel
Amy & Jack Friedlander
Brett & Oz Friedman
Loris & Jay Fullerton
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Marilyn Gelman
The Goldberg Family
Rosalind Greenstein
Debra & Joel Jacobs
Marcia Jacoby & Shirley Rosenblum
Natalie & James Jalenak
Sandra Kahn
Howard & Cheryl Katz
Stanley B. Kline
Diana & Bill Lerner
Jeffrey & Barbara Levingston
Bill & Susan Martin
Paul Hart Miller & Susan Miller
Sally Molpus
Ruth & Herbert Moore
Rodney K. Mortimer
Lynn G. Moses
Lou & Melanie Newman
Beth & Steve Orlansky
Judge David & Shirley Orlansky
John & Ilene Pachter
Ambassador John N. Palmer
Henry & Rose Paris
Syril G. Portnoy
Rachel Reagler Schulman
Betsy and Joe Samuels
Michele & Ken Schipper
Dr. Barry Schneider
Flo Selber
Leanne & Alan Silverblatt
Seth Silverblatt
Ken & Hallye Stringer
Bernard J. Tanenbaum, Jr.
Al & Donna Tanenbaum
Bz & Jay Tanenbaum
Adam Wassell
Lynn & Felix Weill
Phil & Jeanne Hurwitz
Dr. Gary and Lisa Hurwitz
Rabbi Jerry Kane
Cyrille S. Kane
Irwin Kaplan
Ted Roum
Ed Kossman
Peggy & L.R. Jalenak, Jr.
Hugh Lamensdorf Family
Jeffrey & Barbara Levingston
Betty Lee Grundfest Lamensdorf
Lynn & Woods Eastland
Martha & Tully Hall, Sr.
Michael Kline & Rabbi Hava Pell
Beth & Steve Orlansky
Joanie & Lewis Shubin
Kathryn L. Wiener
Lynda & Donald Yule
Alan Levine
Dorothy & Julian Ethridge
Alan Levinson
Lesley Smith
Alma & Harry Lipson, Sr.
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Carolyn Lipson-Walker & George
Walker

Sol Waxman
Sammy Waxman

Dr. & Mrs. Julius Levy, Jr.
Janice & Ellis Kahn

Barbara Lobel
Rachel & Edward Cusnier

IN HONOR OF:

Sylvia Masur
Phrose Raphael

Fannie Haas Moch
Laurie Dworkin & John Bell
Elaine Goldberg Meyer
Laurie Dworkin & John Bell
Mitchell Orliner
Janet Brueck & Jerry Lang
Eugene R. Pincus
Laurie Dworkin & John Bell
Freda & George Rapport
Leonard & Judith Elikan
Lillian Rothkopf
George Rothkopf
Rae Kreisman Selber
Mandel C. Selber, Jr.
Simon Sharp
Peter & Tamar Sharp
Lou Shornick
Birmingham Jewish Foundation &
Camp Dream Street
David Solomon
Dr. James & Alka Cohen
Harriet Handelman
Laurie & Maury Harris
Carolyn & Bob Landers
Radine Legum
Blanche Lincoln
Jonathon Sonkin
Marilyn & Ted Alford
Beth & Steve Orlansky
Shirley & David Orlansky
Mrs. Maurice Raphael
Betsy & Joe Samuels
Michele & Ken Schipper
Leanne & Alan Silverblatt
Ann & Rick Streiffer
Kathryn L. Wiener
Nonnie Campbell & Butch Wright
Lynda & Donald Yule
Steven Sosler
Rachel Reagler Schulman
Bettye Kaplan Steinberg
Paul L. Steinberg
Marie “Mongie” Swartz
Charlett & Marshall Frumin
Judith & Albert Wahba
Danielle Wahba
Lester Wainer
Pauline Carp
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Rabbi Andy Bachman
Congregation Gates of Prayer, New
Iberia, LA
Temple Sinai, Lake Charles, LA
Rabbi Joshua Davidson
Congregation B’nai Israel, Columbus,
MS
Rabbi Matt Dreffin
Beth Shalom, Auburn, AL
Congregation B’nai Israel,
Fayetteville, GA
Congregation Shomrei Torah,
Tallahassee, FL
Barbara & Mitch Freedman
Barry & Stephanie Garst
Rodeph Sholom Congregation,
Rome, GA
Shalom b’Harim, Dahlonega, GA
Temple B’nai Israel, Panama City, FL
Shirley Eriksen
Temple Emanu-El, Longview, TX
Rob Friedman
Blacksburg Jewish Community
Center, Blacksburg, VA
Congregation B’nai Israel, Natchez,
MS
Congregation Emanuel, Statesville,
NC
Upper Cumberland Jewish
Community, Fairfield Glade, TN

Fred Miller
Hilda Kaufman
Julia Miller
Harriet Lewis
Scott Miller
Cheryl & Michael Rubenstein

eighteenth (chai) anniversary, we
hope you will join us in securing

Leon Rittenberg, III
Andy Rittenberg & Amy Lit

the future life (chai) not only of

Yvonne Rothenberg
Rhoda Herzog

our organization, but also of the

Poppy Bayer Shipp
Gail & Mike Goldberg

Ellis Hart’s Birthday
Marilyn & Ted Alford
Bill & Susan Martin
Sidney & Lynn Morris
Leanne & Alan Silverblatt
Macy B. Hart
Dr. Jonathan & Betty Millman

Rayman Solomon
Marc Hilton & Judy Aronson

Reva Hart
Van & Cheryl Hart
Kathryn L. Wiener

The Speer Family
Sara S. Selber

Reva & Ellis Hart
Ruth Richman

As the ISJL approaches our

Salem Pearce, ISJL Rabbinical Intern
Congregation B’nai Israel, Tupelo,
MS
Congregation B’nai Israel, Monroe,
LA
Alice & George Copen

Rabbi Jeremy Simons
Anshe Chesed Congregation,
Vicksburg, MS
Beth El Cemetery – Helena, AR
B’nai Israel Traditional Synagogue,
Alexandria, LA
Congregation B’nai Israel, Jackson,
TN
Congregation B’nai Israel, Natchez,
MS
Ben Lamensdorf
Barbara & Adrian Lengsfeld
Temple Emanu-El, Longview, TX
Temple Shalom of Northwest
Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR
United Hebrew Congregation, Fort
Smith, AR

Ed Grauman
Laurie & Maury Harris

Helping us continue our legacy
also preserves your family’s legacy.

Rachel Stern
Dr. Laura Corman
Jennifer & Allen Deutsch

inspiring legacy of Judaism in
the South.

With a planned gift such as
a charitable lead trust or
including the ISJL in your will
or estate, you can help ensure
this heritage in perpetuity.

Phyllis Insler
Stephanie Dorchinsky
The Abram Kaplan Family
Sara S. Selber
Dr. Marvin “Sonny” Lerner
Carole Pasternack

Learn more at www.isjl.org/donate
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Help Us Continue the Legacy
As you consider your year-end giving, please
help us continue the legacy of Southern Jewish
Life—and the impact on lives, continuity, and
communities far beyond the South.

Your tax-deductible gift enables us to
accomplish all of the wonderful work you’ll
read about in this issue of CIRCA!
To give, visit www.isjl.org/donate, call 601-362-6357, or mail your donation to
ISJL, P.O. Box 16528, Jackson, MS 39236.

Thank you!

