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YOUR
STORIES

(GREETINGS FROM THE SOUTH!

All of the articles in this issue come
from people in the communities we
serve. From Alabama to Texas and from
Florida to the Carolinas, we have enjoyed
reading the stories of our partners across
the region.

We hope you will, too. Because these
stories are yours. The people, places, and
programs celebrated within these pages
are personal. The words come from
your friends, your family, maybe even
you; the places and programs resonate
with your vision and values;, and even
the less familiar faces and places are
ones that align with your interests
and commitments to community, to
connectivity, and to making our world a
better place.

And, of course, all of the work we do
together is only made possible by your
support.

As 2019 draws to a close and we plan
for 2020—which will mark the twentieth
anniversary of the Goldring/Woldenberg
Institute of Southern Jewish Life (ISJL)—
we draw inspiration from each of the
articles in this issue of Shalom Y'all. We
hope that you, too, will be inspired.

L'shalom,
The Board & Staff of the ISJL




Rachel Reagler
Schulman
ISJL Board Chair

%U MAY BE WONDERING
why mine is one of the
only articles in this issue
not turned over to a guest
writer.. and the answer
is a bittersweet one: this
is my last message as

President of the [ISJL's
Board of Directors.
As another summer

comes to an end, | feel a
sense of sadness. | love
summertime for so many
reasons—bright sunshine,
walking my dog, riding my
bike, working in my yard,
and going to concerts
at Ravinia (@ wonderful
nearby outdoor music
venue). Our summers are
relatively short in lllinois,
so | truly treasure the
warm weather.

My term as Chair of
the ISJL Board is coming
to an end as well. At this
October's board meeting,
| will pass the gavel to Jay
Hesdorffer. Like me, Jay
is now a Chicagoan but
grew up down South. For
me, home was Wynne,
Arkansas; for Jay, it was
Jackson, Mississippi.
| know Jay will be an
excellent Chair, and | am
excited to see how the
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ISIL will prosper under his
leadership. However,as my
term ends, | want to reflect
on my years as Chair, and
the many changes that
have occurred.

| became Chair in
2014. During my tenure,
the organization has
faced many important
decisions and choices
that have impacted its
future. Of course, the
major transition was the
retirement of the ISJUs
founder and President,
Macy B. Hart, and the
appointment of Michele
Feldman  Schipper as
CEO. The ISJL remains
stable and growing as it
has transitioned between
leaders. This smooth shift
in and of itself says so
much about both Macy
and Michele's leadership

THIS SMOOTH SHIFT
IN AND OF ITSELF
SAYS SO MUCH
ABOUT BOTH MACY
AND MICHELE'S
LEADERSHIP SKILLS
AND LOVE OF THE
ORCANIZATION.

skills and love of the
organization. With the
staff and board working
together throughout the
change in leadership, all
programming continued,

all communities received
the services and support
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on which they rely, and
our work with our many
partners went smoothly.
Although the ISJL
began as the Museum
of the Southern Jewish
Experience in 1986, during
my early years as a board
member the museum
that operated on the
grounds of URJ Henry S.
Jacobs Camp was closed
and its artifacts were put
in storage. Now, after
many years of hard work
led by current and former
ISJL board members, the
Museum is preparing to
open as a separate and
independent entity in
New Orleans in 2020. The
ISIL proudly supports
the Museum's efforts
and remains committed
to preserving historical

documents, objects, and
our heritage.

During the last
few years, the ISJL
has remarketed and

rebranded itself, with a new
mission statement and a
dynamic new storytelling
approach. Under the
leadership and direction
of our outstanding
Communications Director,
Beth Kander-Dauphin, the
ISJL updated its look and
storytelling strategies.
Beth also worked
diligently with the Board
to fine-tune the mission
statement to clearly and

succinctly outline the
ISJL's goals and purposes.
I love  our  mission

| AM PROUD OF THE
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
OF THE ISJL OVER
THE LAST FEW
YEARS. SERVING

ON THIS BOARD IS
AN HONOR, AND IT
BRINGS ME JOY AND
SATISFACTION.

statement now, and
unlike our longer mission
statements from years
past,thisonelcanrecite by
heart: the ISJL supports,
connects, and celebrates
Jewish life in the South.

Over the last six years,
ISJL programs have grown
in size and structure. The

annual ISJL Education
Conference raises the
bar year after year for
excellence in Jewish
education summits.
Educators and non-

educators alike learn to
use the ISJL curriculum,
as well as meet friends,
make contacts, and build
cohorts from all over our
thirteen-state region.
As a frequent non-
educator attendee, | am
always impressed by the
engaging presentations
from educators, clergy,
and lay leaders.
Growthinthe Fellowship
programs continued, too.
Now the ISJL not only has
Education Fellows but also
Community Engagement



Fellows who travel the
region promoting the
social justice work of the
Community Engagement
department. | am proud
to say that the ISJL
Fellowship programs
continue to be a top
training arena for young
Jewish professionals.

You may recall
that the two previous
Chairmen of the Board
were also from Arkansas

(like me), and | felt
honored to continue
the Arkansas Chair

tradition. Although Jay
will be breaking the
Arkansas chain, we both
call Chicago home as
adults, so maybe we are
starting a new trend!

| am proud of the
accomplishments of
the ISJL over the last
few years. Serving on
this board is an honor,
and it brings me joy
and satisfaction. | plan
to continue to serve
and be a part of the
organization's future.
| hope you, too, will
continue to support
the ISJL, now and in
the future. Thank you
for  your  generous
donations, and for
your commitment
to ensuring that our
communities will
always find services and
support.
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WHEN PEOPLE ASK
me what my mother
does, | tell them that
her job is to connect
Jewish communities
across the South—which
is important to me, as
someone connected to

several southern Jewish
communities.
One of my earliest

southern Jewish memories
is driving through the gates
that mark the entrance to
Henry S. Jacobs Camp in
Utica, Mississippi. My mom
dropped me off at the
camp she went to as a child
as the rest of our family was
mMoving into our new home
in Jackson, Mississippi.

| remember waiting
in a long line of cars. That
first summer at Jacobs, |
was nervous. | didn't know
anyone, and | didn't know
what the summer might
bring. But it wound up
being the best summer of
my life, which quickly led
me to return to Jacobs as a
camper and staff member
for many more years. My
time at Jacobs also rooted
me to the southern Jewish
community year-round.
When | entered high
school, | became involved
in Jackson's Beth Israel
Temple Youth Group (BITY).
Through this organization, |
heard about Camp Dream
Street, a NFTY Southern
Mitzvah Corps project.

Camp Dream Street
is a five-day, four-night

Alana Schipper
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS

sleepaway camp for kids
with  disabilities.  NFTY
Southern teens have the
great opportunity to act
as counselors at Dream
Street. This sparked a love
and interest that continues
today! | have spent many
years both as a counselor
and as a program leader
and ultimately as director
at Dream Street. Serving as
Dream Street's director was
truly a I'dor vidor moment,
as my mom also directed
Dream Street in the 1980s.

My  experiences  at
Jacobs, Dream Street, and
with BITY are why I'm still
involved in southern Jewish
life to this day (along with
my family connections, of
course). | currently work asa
dietitian at a hospital herein
Little Rock, but | also serve
as an advisor for LAFTY—
the Little Rock Teen Youth
Group! It brings me such joy
to see these teens continue
the traditions that meant
so much to me when | was
their age. When LAFTYites
return from youth group
eventsand camp with great
storiesand adesiretoreturn
next year, it's honestly a full-
circle moment.

| have loved becoming
a part of Jewish Little Rock;
it's a close-knit community
with  opportunities  for
people of all age groups to
get involved... which is also
something | love about
southern Jewish life in
general. Growing up Jewish
in the South shaped my

identity. | enjoyed having
the opportunity to teach
my school friends about
Judaism.|wasoftenthefirst
Jew my peers would meet,
so | had the opportunity
to discuss a whole new
perspective with them!
Thanks to Jacobs, | had lots
of southern Jewish friends,
too—not as many locally,
but the Jewish friends | did
have in Jackson were really
special; we, too, could be
described as “a close-knit
community.”

As a child and now
as a young adult, | know

firsthand the value of
connecting southern
Jewish individuals and

communities to one
another—and to the rest of
the world. The investments
we make today—
encouraging kids to go
to Sunday school, camp,
religious school, and youth
group, and supporting
organizations like the ISJL.—
keep paying off years down
the road.

I'm proud of the work
my mom does, and glad
to be part of the southern
Jewish community. Please
enjoy the rest of this issue
of Shalom Y'all, and if you
have any questions about
the ISJL, well, you should
probably email my mom.
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- Celebrating Mavdallah.

"SO... WHAT EXACTLY IS THE ISJL?"

SO WHAT EXACTLY ISTHE ISJL?"
| can remember sitting in my first
meeting as Religious School Director
of Congregation Children of Israel
in our little college town of Athens,
Georgia (Go Dawgs!) and hearing
those lettersfor thefirst time: [-S-J-L.
Two years ago, | had no clue how
well lwould get to know the ISJL and
its curriculum, and just how much it
would help our religious school.
When | began my tenure as
director, we had technically already
been using the ISJL program for
a year—but it was still new, and
our religious school hadn't fully
figured things out yet on our end. In
that second year with the ISJL, we
experienced a huge sea change. Our
returning teachers became more
comfortable with the curriculum
and our new teachers embraced
the lesson format. A huge catalyst
for that new understanding was
our summer visit with (now former)
ISJL  Education Fellow Hannah
Klegon, who provided a wonderful
training session to kick off our
year. Throughout that year, Hannah

BY JONAH BERKOWITZ

ATHENS, GEORGIA

provided guidance and ideas
through programming and support,
making my job infinitely easier.

The Fellows are amazing, but
the curriculum itself is also a huge
lifesaver for our religious school. You
see, in our community, we face a
significant challenge: when you live
in a small southern college town,
your teachers tend to be college
students. College football is king
in our town, so the fall semester
provides a challenge when we have
huge games on Saturday night, or
“fall breaks” because of the Georgia-
Florida game, meaning that 90% of
our teachers are out of town. The
ISJL curriculum alleviates so much of
the stress related to that, since | can
provide a lesson to a substitute and
they can jump into the classroom
and take care of teaching for the
day. | have even had my Religious
School Committee Chairperson
have to take over a class one Sunday
morning, without any problems!

The true highlight—at least for
me—of what the ISJL provides to us
comes in the form of programming.

DuringourFellowvisits,wehavedone
Sukkot programs, skits, trainings,
and, for last Halloween, a “campfire”
with s'mores and spooky Jewish
stories thanks to another wonderful
Education Fellow, Carrie Bohn.

In my first year as Director, |
remember asking Hannah Klegon if
she had any ideas for programming.
Slowly, | came to realize that | could
pass off some of my ideas to our
Ed Fellow, and get them to do the
work! | could make programming
happen for our Religious School or
community without having to do
everything myself! As a director with
an additional full-time teaching job,
this was a huge realization.

So, what exactly is the ISJL? Sure,
we know exactly what the letters
stand for, and that was the answer |
got to my question two years ago. But
now, as | prepare to start my third year
working with the ISJL, | know that it
stands for more than that. The ISJL, at
its core, embodies the incredible idea
that here in the South, we are all one
big community, and we don't have to
go on this journey alone.

To learn more about the ISJL's Education Department, email jewisheducation@isjl.org.
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LEGACY is more than what we LEAVE BEHIND.
It's what we SEND AHEAD to those we love.
It's how we IMPACT THE FUTURE, starting today.

What is a “legacy gift” or “planned giving”?

A planned gift is a charitable gift that you decide now to make at some time in the future as part of your
estate planning. A planned gift can benefit you and loved ones that you name. At the same time, it stands as a
lasting reminder to your children and succeeding generations of the values and charitable works that are most
important to you. Wills, trusts, and endowments are all examples of planned giving and legacy gifts.

How can the ISJL help?

Whether it's preserving southern Jewish stories, putting rabbis on the road to small towns, furthering Jewish
education, or making our world a better place through literacy and life-changing commmunity engagement
initiatives—whatever touches your heart and resonates with your legacy will shape the conversation of how
together, we can plan for a meaningful future.

The ISJL's Legacy Giving program can help you meet your planned giving goals.
To learn more, visit www.isjl.org/planned-giving or email development@isjl.org.




ONCE A FELLOW, ALWAYS A FELLOW

BY MICHELLE BLUMENTHAL
FORMERLY OF HOUSTON, TX, & JACKSON, MS / CURRENTLY STUDYING IN LOS ANGELES, CA

This summer, FAN member Michelle
Blumenthal returned to the ISJL in an
important and immersive way. She
came on board as our Interim Educator,
helping to run this year's conference and
enabling Rabbi Matt Dreffin to go on
parental leave knowing the Education
team was in great hands. In the article
below, which was also shared on our
Southern & Jewish blog, Michelle shares
the impact of this summer.. and her
earlier ISJL experiences!

THERE’S A HASHTAG FLOATING
around online, which is worth clicking
on if you want to see the smiling faces
of happy young Jewish professionals:
#onceafellowalwaysafellow.

I'm not much of a “hashtag person,”
but that one means a lot to me—
and it certainly sums up my summer.
Since finishing my two-year Education
Fellowship at the ISJL in 2012, I'm
always telling people how working
there provided me with a new Jewish
perspective that | never knew | needed.
Seven years later, I'm still working in
the Jewish world; I'm also finishing up
my graduate studies at Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion.

But my ISJIL journey was not over
when | finished my fellowship. This
summer, when Rabbi Matt Dreffin
was preparing for parental leave, |
was asked to take on a temporary
role as Interim Educator. | was excited
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to accept this unique opportunity.

Rabbi Matt Dreffin has truly taken
this fellowship to new heights. Before
| arrived, we were discussing all of the
trainings that the fellows would partake
in during their first two months on the
job. When he asked me if there was
anything else | would add based on my
experience, | had no words. My response
was something along the lines of, “Matt,
you are doing it all! These trainings cover
skills that we had to figure out on the job
and it'samazing to see them turned into
official trainings.” His attention to detail
and his commitment to providing a safe
space for his team to workshop new
skills is beyond what I'd ever imagined.
The new skills these Fellows are learning
will transfer far beyond their work at the
ISJL, and | feel so blessed to be a part of
such an impactful organization.

The ten weeks | spent back with the
ISJL this summer helped me think more
clearly about my career and allowed
me to see the ISJL with fresh eyes. The
passion, love, and empathy that the ISJL
has for the underserved communities
in the South is infectious. It has been
an honor to be a part of such holy work.

Helping these ISJL Education Fellows
transition into adulthood while navigating
their roles in this meaningful work has
truly been a gift. Each one of these
bright, charming, passionate, creative,
empowering,  strong,  enthusiastic,
schticky Fellows has so much to offer their
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communities and | have no doubt they
will each do such amazing things during
their 2 years as Fellows and beyond. I have
been inspired by their creative drive and
ability to think out of the box. | have loved
connecting with them on the important
things in life—like Stranger Things, Queer
Eye, and, of course, southern food. |
have loved helping them work through
issues or brainstorm programes, all while
noticing a growth within myself that is
often difficult to see when you are “stuck
in the weeds" of graduate school life. It
brings me great joy to think about where
all of them will be 10 years from now,
knowing that |, and the ISJL, played a role
in their trajectories.

Andona personal note—thissummer
| also got engaged while in Mississippi...
and my fiancé, Elias Chajet, is another
former ISJL Education Fellow! We didn't
cross paths during our fellowships,
instead meeting when we began our
studies at HUC-JIR. But the ISJL is part of
our connection, too.

The ISJL has this unique way of
bringing people together to build
meaningful relationshipswith colleagues
who serve similar communities, with
similar challenges. To see how far the
ISJL Fellow Alumni Network spans
is truly remarkable. The impact the
organization has on our personal and
professional lives is amazing. That's
why, as our ever-popular hashtag says,
#onceafellowalwaysafellow.



RABBINICAL SERVICES

A SMALL
TEMPLE

A BIG
IMPACT!

BY SHELLEY PAWLYK
LANCASTER COUNTY, SC

|N 2011, A SMALL GROUP OF
fourteen individuals were searching
for meaningful Jewish fellowship
and community where they lived.
They decided to form Temple Solel,
which means “pathfinder.” The first
High Holy Day services were held in
2012.

Since then, we have celebrated
multiple b'nei mitzvah ceremonies,
Shabbats, and holidays, and we
continue to grow and evolve. So how
does a small temple connect with
the larger Jewish community? We
couldn’'t have done it without the
help and support of those who have
become dear friends and resources
for us. We are forever grateful for the
work of the ISJL providing our first
educational materials, assisting us
in borrowing a Torah, and arranging
Rabbinical and Education Fellow
visits over the years.

Temple Solel recently started
meeting at a new location at the
UMC Belair Family Life Center,
which gives the Jewish population
in the panhandle of Lancaster
County, South Carolina, easy access
to religious services, speakers, and
events designed to be welcoming
to those with varying backgrounds.
We are largely comprised of active
“older adults,” but have learned that

Jan Rose (Treasurer), Vicki & Ron Weller (VP), Rabbi Steve Bernstein (Visiting Rabbi from Israel), Robin Spivock

(Secretary), Al Rogat (Publicity Chair). Seated: Wendy Weinberger (Ritual Committee) & Shelley Pawlyk (President).

there is great value in recognizing
and embracing the diversity of
Jewish families and individuals
throughout our area.

Our footprint and programs
are expanding. This July, Rabbi
Aaron Rozovsky, the ISJLUs Director
of Rabbinical Services, led a
welcoming and engaging service
followed by a riveting discussion
on gun control the next day during
Torah study. Participants of all ages
were impacted. Temple Solel was
also recently named a Beneficiary
Agency of the Jewish Federation of
Greater Charlotte. This important
organization recognized and
honored the volunteerism and
education we provide within South
Carolina—creating an extended
community closer to where Jewish
people live.

Temple Solel has partnered with
multiple non-profit organizations,
including food pantries and our

local Back to School Bash. We
have international membership
and relationships with  Birkat

Shalom in Israel, and are engaged
in supporting Jewish efforts there.
We recently met with Rabbi Steve
Bernstein when he visited Charlotte
from Israel. He met with our
leaders during brunch to discuss

progressive Jewish life in lIsrael.

Our congregation’s commitment
to helping others locally and globally
is reflective of our members. One
of our temple members recently
participated in a trip to help youth
in Guatemala, providing them with
school supplies; others volunteer at
the USO and Chapel at Charlotte
Douglas International  Airport;
another member is a driver at the
Pineville, North Carolina, hospital;
several are clowns working with
the Make-A-Wish Foundation, and
our Temple President is a Senior
Jewish Chaplain affiliated with the
IFOC (International Fellowship of
Chaplains).

We are proof that small
synagogues can thrive without a
rabbi through the dedication of
volunteers—such as our own Russ
Cobe, an experienced lay leader, with
a degree in religious studies and
music from Wesleyan University.
Many of our congregants regularly
participate in reading various
portions of the services, reflecting
the inclusive spiritual experiences
embraced at Temple Solel. The most
meaningful comments members
and visitors make are about how
friendly and welcoming we are—and
we wouldn't have it any other way.

Want to learn more about the ISJL's Rabbinical Services? Email rabbinical@isjl.org
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HISTORIC

GREETINGS

FROM

LAKELAND,

FLORIDA

By DR. CATHERINE (CAT) ESKIN

LAKELAND, FLORIDA

The History Department s
happy to feature this reflection
from Dr. Catherine (Cat) Eskin
of Lakeland, Florida—when we
were working on our new Florida
section of the online Encyclopedia
of Southern Jewish Communities,
Cat was an immense help. As she
describes in this article, she has
become an archivist and local
historian for Lakeland’s Jewish
community, and we have relied
on her research to create the
Lakeland encyclopedia entry.

MY “DAY JOB” IS AS A
professor of Shakespeare, and
| never expected to become an
archivist. | was an unsuspecting
new board member at Temple
Emanuel in Lakeland, Florida, in
2007,whenourtreasurer pulled me
aside and asked if | was interested
in history. “The Temple office is
throwing away some boxes. Will
you take a look at them?”

He knew that | was an English
professor and that | studied “old”
literature—it was clearly a tactic

10 The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life

to get me hooked. It worked. Just
a cursory glance at the contents
of the large plastic bin revealed a
ledger book from the 1930s, films
from the 1950s, and a plug-in
Yahrzeit lamp.

As a teacher at a small,
Methodist-affiliated college,
| teach a large number of

undergraduates from an array of
disciplines. Community outreach
and service is important to me,
and I've found it is important
to my students as well. The
creation of the Temple Emanuel
Archive (TEA) and my inclusion
of undergraduate students
happened nearly simultaneously.
In the spring of 2008, my first-year
writing students were charged
with scanning and cataloging the
images and ephemera | found in
those bins and other items that
were subsequently donated by
congregants. As my students
wrote projects on various Jewish
themes, learning about a “foreign”
culture and helping to shape the
collection, our electronic holdings

SHALOM Y'ALL | FALL / WINTER 2019

Above: Tu B’Shevat 1953. Dancing among the orange groves in
view of Lake Hollingsworth, Lakeland, FL. Image Courtesy Temple
Emanuel Archives. Right: Temple Dedication, 1949. Image courtesy
Temple Emanuel Archives.

HE KNEW THAT | WAS AN
ENGLISH PROFESSOR AND
THAT | STUDIED "OLD"
LITERATURE — IT WAS
CLEARLY A TACTIC TO GET
ME HOOKED. IT WORKED.

grew. Very quickly, | added oral
history to the TEA mission, and my
more advanced students began
recording interviews that fed into
their non-fiction writing.

As | have collected for the
TEA, | have conducted interviews
about the histories that matter to
me. “Growing Up Jewish in Polk
County, Florida"” is one such studly;
| may be a native Philadelphian,
but my children were born and
raised in the heart of Polk County.
This summer, | was lucky enough
to attend the two-week National
Endowment for the Humanities
Summer Institute on southern



Jewish history in Charleston,
South Carolina. This fall, | will
be teaching a first-year writing
course which will utilize the TEA
image and oral history collections
and add to our knowledge by
conducting spatial research and
collecting data. Using ArcGIS tools
to help illustrate online exhibits,
the course will look at the spaces
occupied by the Jews of Lakeland
from 1919 to 1939.

Lakeland, Florida, and Florida
Southern College (where | teach)
have changed since | arrived
twenty years ago. When | began
here, many of my students had
never met a Jewish person; those
who had were more familiar with

stereotypes of northeastern Jews,
either secular or Hasidic. Even
now, students seldom connect
the culture of “Jewish” with the
culture of the American South,
having encountered seemingly
incompatible images of each
one. Yet Lakeland’s Jewish history
demonstrates several major
themes of southern Jewish
history. Like other small towns
and hamlets of the Florida interior,
it remains rural, slow-moving, and
church-centered. Jewish settlers
first came around the turn of the
twentieth century and followed
many of the patterns we have
come to associate with southern
Jewish community formation,

especially as merchants and
small business owners. Certainly,
the Jewish community has
experienced vast changes in the
make-up of its constituency since
its founding, and many of our
members would not necessarily
call themselves “southern” in the
way their Christian neighbors
might. Still, most of the second-
and third-generation residents are
very much aware of the “southern”
nature of their hometown.

We are excited that the ISJL
has recognized Lakeland's Jewish
history as part of a regional story
and that the histories of Lakeland’s
Jewish-owned stores—while
mostly gone now—will live on.

Want to learn more about southern Jewish history? Email history@isjl.org
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ALTERNATIVE BREAK: MAKING A
DIFFERENCE IN NEW ORLEANS

BY DANIELLE ALEXANDER
HOUSTON, TEXAS

THIS PAST JANUARY, THIRTY-
eight 8th- and 9th-graders from
all over the greater Houston area
participated in Kehillah High's fourth
annual Alternative Winter Break.
With the help of the ISJIL, our time
in New Orleans was truly nuanced.

Kehillah  High, a community
supplemental Jewish  education
program for 8th- through 12th-

graders, hosted the experience open
to all Jewish 8th- and 9th-graders
in the community. Grade-specific
immersive opportunitiesand ongoing
community-based service learning
helped bring the students' values
and learning to life. After spending
the previous year volunteering
with local Houston institutions and
organizations in the aftermath of
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Hurricane Harvey, the Alternative
Winter Break traveled to New Orleans.

We volunteered, visited important
sites in New Orleans’ Jewish history,
and had lots of fun! This year we
partnered with the ISJL to coordinate
the trip, with a focus on learning
about the history and significance of
the southern Jewish experience, past
and present. The ISJL also connected
us with local non-profits so the
students could learn how to put
their Jewish values into action. The
trip focused on themes of historic

preservation,  sustainability, and
community-building.
We participated in service-

learning projects with Save Our
Cemeteries and Green Light New
Orleans. Juliette Hotard, Restoration
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and Volunteer Coordinator for
Save Our Cemeteries, spoke about
New Orleans cemeteries and the
developmentandimportance ofthe
organization. There are more than
forty cemeteries in New Orleans
in need of preservation, and Save
Our Cemeteries’ restoration and
advocacywork helpsincrease public
appreciation of and interaction with
these historic sites. Participants got
their hands dirty picking up litter
and pulling weeds in New Orleans’
Lafayette Cemetery No. 2.

Andreas Hoffmann, Executive
Director and Founder of Green Light
New Orleans, spoke to us about the
organization’s mission to “connect
New Orleans residents to relevant,
local opportunities and encourage



individual actions so that everyone
can benefit from a vibrant, resilient,
and sustainable community.” We
learned about sustainable urban
farming and helped prepare
recycled olive oil barrels to be
painted by local artists, which will
be used as rainwater catchment
systems in people’s yards.

We enjoyed a delicious lunch
at Café Reconcile, a non-profit
restaurant located in the Central City
neighborhood that works to provide
life skills and occupational skills
to at-risk youth in the community.
Chef Joron Smith explained that
the hospitality and food industry is
one of the biggest in New Orleans,
and by providing this opportunity
to the community they are opening
doors and preparing young people
for success when they enter the
workforce. Jeffrey Vannor, Alumni
Coordinator at Café Reconcile and
2005 Reconcile graduate, spoke
to trip participants about his
experience in the program and why
he has chosen to continue working
for Café Reconcile.

Eighth grader Tali Kalmans said,
“My favorite part of the trip had to be
Café Reconcile because of the great
story all the speakers told. | believed
that their mission was truly helping
the community around them and
caring for the young adults. My
favorite [moment] was when Chef
Joron said he would like to change
the young adults’ mindsets from
surviving life to living life. That
quote to me meant that although
you should take risks in your life,
they should not take over your life
and that if you try hard—whether
it is to quit an addiction or trying
something new in the kitchen—you
can succeed.”

Volunteering with these
organizations helped the students
connect with New Orleans in a new
and meaningful way, all within a

To learn more about the ISJL's Heritage & Interpretation Department, email heritage@isjl.org.
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Jewish framework. Ninth grader
Abby Seigle said, “It was so much fun
learning about the Jewish culture
in New Orleans and Lafayette, and
how it compares to the Jewish
community in Houston. | also loved
learning about social action projects
like Café Reconcile and Green Light
New Orleans, because they are
making a real impact on their city. It
really inspired me and | want to do
more to help my community.”

On the way back to Houston,
we met with congregants and
community leaders at Temple
Shalom in Lafayette, Louisiana.
Kehillah High ninth grader Elan
Grossman said, “Something that
really stuck with me was the
small Jewish temple we Vvisited
in Lafayette..Temple Shalom has
60 families and only 12 religious
school students. The differences

between our two communities [are]
remarkable. It was really interesting
seeing how widespread [Jewish]
practices are and how different
communities

with different

Below: Preparing rain barrels for Green Light New Orleans.

populations practice our religion.”

In addition to volunteering and
touring, we had plenty of time to
bond as a group—we bowled at
Rock ‘n Bowl, tried an escape room,
toured the National World War I
Museum, and ate beignets at Café
Du Monde. We also toured the
Tulane Hillel and ate lunch at Rimon,
their kosher restaurant.

This winter break, Kehillah High
students will be back in Houston
volunteering, learning about the
city's Jewish history, and having
lots of fun. We look forward to
continuing to partner with the ISJL
in the future.

Danielle  Alexander is the
Executive Director of Kehillah High.
The Alternative Winter Break s
supported by Kehillah High, which
is funded by the Jewish Federation
of Greater Houston and its Fund
for the Jewish Future, the Houston
Jewish Community Foundation,
participating congregations, and
donors.

Left: The group outside of Tulane Hillel.
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EXPLORING JEWISH IMMIGRATION

HISTORY WITH THE ISJL

BY SARAH JEW
AUSTIN, TEXAS

AS EDUCATION COORDINATOR
at Congregation Beth Israel in
Austin, I'm now quite familiar with
the ISJl's Education program—but
that wasn't my community’s first
introduction to the organization.
Our first glimpse at the ISJL three
years ago was through the ISJL
Immigration Traveling Trunk.

The ISJL Immigration Traveling
Trunk was just the tool we needed
to breathe some new life into our
mid-week 4th grade classes. Our
students participated in an entire

Monthly gifts
to the ISJL
are an easy
EVACINELGE
a meaningful
impact.

semester dedicated to learning
about southern Jewish history
and about how special it is to be
Jewish in the southern United
States today. We were the first
congregation to use the newly-
updated Immigration Traveling
Trunk, which contains five hours
of content designed to teach 4th-
through 6th-grade students about
Jewish immigration to the South
and how immigrants made an
impact on their communities.
While most people relate Jewish

immigration to the United States
with Ellis Island, the trunk taught us
that for many Jews, Galveston was
their first port of call. The students
measured out the small amount of
room an average passenger was
allotted on board a ship and couldn’t
imagine being that uncomfortable
for weeks at a time!

Just as the journey was very
long and often unpleasant, so was
the process of assimilating into
a brand-new culture. Between
learning English and finding a job,
it could be very difficult to keep the
Sabbath. One of the highlights of
our experience with the trunk was
learning all about peddlers and
their lifestyles. We expanded upon
the activities in the trunk and had
our students create their own items
to peddle. We had a “market day”
in class where students bartered
goods. One student created origami
flowers, while another student came
up with different useful “inventions”
out of recycled materials.

Since our first experience with
the trunk, we have become ISJL
Education Partners and are amazed
at how organized and thorough the
materials and support continue to
be—and we'll always be grateful for
our first encounter with the ISJLs
immersive materials, nestled in a
trunk sent from Mississippi to Texas.

Join the Chai
Club today and
help us support
southern Jewish

communities!

Visit
www.isjl.org/donate
to learn more.




TEACHING TEENS TIKKUN
OLAM IN TEXAS

BY SHERYL ESKOWITZ
HOUSTON, TEXAS

AS THE EDUCATION DIRECTOR
at Congregation Beth Yeshurun's
religious school, | work with our
Kehillah High students for post-b'nai
mitzvah enrichment education.
Something we are working hard
to do is create programming for as
many different groups and ages
as we can. We're trying to help
everyone find their place in our
Jewish community.

Rabbi Strauss, our senior rabbi,
wants to create more opportunities
for social action within the
synagogue community, so when
we had the pleasure of having
Community Engagement Associate
Rachel Glazer visit us one weekend
and started finding out more
about what the ISJUs Community
Engagement Department does, it
seemed like a really good fit.

One of Rabbi Strauss' goals was
to bring all of the b'nai mitzvah
families together for a couple of
programs during the course of the
year so that they could get to know
each other and talk about topics
relevant to them. Last spring, we

used the “Gefilte Fish Tank” module,
which really got them thinking
about mitzvah projects and things
they needed to consider when
picking a project. Our families have
really appreciated the opportunity
to work together and start some of
those conversations.

We've also been lucky enough
that whenever someone from the
ISJUs Community Engagement
team has come to visit—several
times now! —we've done additional
programs in the religious school.
We have done various grade-
level-appropriate modules for first
through seventh grade. The younger
students did “Turning Prayer and
Ritual Inside Out,” which dealt
with emotions, as well as “Chesed
Challenge,” which dealt with being
kind and spreading that kindness
through their actions. In the module
“Prayers & Playlists: What Do You
Stand For?”, theolderkidsconnected
the prayers to familiar songs. | think
it was a great way to make the
prayers more meaningful for them.

While we've been very involved

with the ISJL from the Education
Department side, the Community
Engagement partnership brings
the ISJL to us and our synagogue
community from a different angle. It
has played in really nicely with some
of our other programming for the
yearand has beenverywell-received
by our families and students.
In addition, the Our Reading
Family program really resonated
with me because my Master's
degree is in Reading Education.
The Facilitator Training during
the ISJL Education Conference
was wonderful, and really well-
thought-out and well-organized. It's
something that | would personally
lovetoseehappenin mycommunity.
The Community Engagement
Department at the ISJL has been
a great way for us to help create
opportunities for so many different
groups at Congregation Beth
Yeshurun, and to help us deepen
our engagement with tikkun olam
(repairing the world). I'm excited
for everything we will connect and
collaborate on in the future!

To learn more about the ISJL's Community Engagement work, email engagement@isjl.org.
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SHARING JEWISH CULTURE IN
ALABAMA

BY RABBI STEVE SILBERMAN
MOBILE, ALABAMA

MYCITYOF MOBILE, ALABAMA,
has between 1,200 and 1,500 Jews,
the vast majority of whom comprise
the membership of either my
home synagogue, a conservative
congregation called Ahavas
Chesed, or our Reform neighbors
at Springhill Avenue Temple. Many
of them also support the Mobile
Jewish Federation.

Over the past nine years, our
community has hosted a number
of cultural programs from the
ISJL. Springhill Avenue Temple
welcomed Rabbi Michael Cook in
2011 and Ron Wolfson in 2012. In
2013, our Federation invited Saul
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Kaye for a community concert,
and the Springhill congregation
brought us the amazing Craig
Taubman for Simchat Torah! Our
Federation also invited the hilarious
Benji Lovitt in 2015 and hosted a
wonderful concert with Batsheva
in 2017. This November, Ahavas
Chesed is thrilled to host the Jewish
Women's Theatre on their southern
performance tour. These cultural
programs enrich our whole Jewish
community and bring us together.

Like many of you reading
this article, | am grateful for the
groundbreaking significance of the
ISJL, for Macy and Michele, for the
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past and current visionaries and
funders who have brought an exciting
vibrancy to southern Jewry over
the past two decades. The ISJL has
revolutionized our Jewish landscape,
bringing energetic young Jewish
professionals from across the nation
to that hitherto unexpected but
now well-established hub of Jewish
vitality, Jackson, Mississippi. The
ISJL extends rabbinical outreach to
small communities, inspires Jews to
build for future generations, nurtures
the yearning to transform local
communities via tikkun olam, takes
care of not only materials and archives
but also oral histories, and educates



our youth and teens—to name only a
few of its marvelous impacts.

The ISJL has transformed local
communities and the South itself,
not to mention myriads of individual
Jews and their families. The ISJLs
touch is deep and will leave a lasting
imprint on us, on our children, and
on our grandchildren.

The members of Ahavas Chesed
inMobile have beenthe beneficiaries
of the ISJL since its beginning. | am
proud to say that we have been
education partners with the ISJL
since the inception of the Education
Department. A small Conservative
shul, we joined because we saw
the exciting potential of a system
that offered flexible and available
educational resources, enthusiastic
young educators, and the backing
of many caring and devoted
supporters across many states. We
have never been disappointed! We

have seen the caring and courteous
Fellows schlep across many miles of
hot asphalt only to enthusiastically
arrive, ready to give their all to our
community. What a gift they are!
We have also benefited from
other aspects of the ISJL. Last
summer, ISJL Director of Cultural
Programming Ann Kientz traveled
to Mobile for the purpose of helping
us to clarify how the ISIJL might
better serve our community. As a
part of the ISJLs Listening Tour, we
local Mobilians gathered and talked
her ears off. For two hours, Ann
carefully and attentively listened
to the musings and offerings of
members of the local Conservative
shul and Reform temple. The ISJL
came to our hometown and asked
any Jew interested in talking,
“What can we do to help?” Among
its greatest strengths is the ISJLs
flexibility—the organization’s ability

From Left: Saul Kaye, Rabbi Steve Silberman,
Benji Lovitt, Batsheva, Ron Wolfson (top),
Rabbi Michael Cook, Craig Taubman

to understand that Mobile's needs
are different from Meridian’s and
that every Jackson (in Tennessee,
Alabama, or Mississippi) is unique.
We are looking forward to
increasing our participation with
ISJL programs. Until now, much
of our focus has been educational.
Now, as we begin the year 5780,
we are also making plans to take
advantage of some of the cultural
offerings available to us. Already on
our calendar is the Jewish Women'’s
Theatre. Save the date and join us in
Mobile on Wednesday, November 13.
The program will bring professional
actors to our community, and |
know it will be a show-stopper!
Ahavas Chesed also hopes to bring a
musical program to our community
in the spring of 2020 to continue the
tradition of rich cultural programming
in Mobile in partnership with the ISJL.
| look forward to seeing y'all in Mobile.

To learn more about the ISJL Programming Department, email programming@isjl.org.

SHALOM Y'ALL | FALL /WINTER 2019 « The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life 17



€ TAP site coordinators and administrators

from Jackson Public Schools.

MAT A BAL € 3ewish Women's
LS OU PCHAL; Theatre awr) of

I.. A H [\ R A P I:‘. j California is heading
U ; C E KUG e L to the South on a tour

\V This year, Rabbi Aaron Rozovsky visited Harrisonburg, | K I- G E'= F I organized by the ISJL
=1 ,
Virginia, home to Temple Beth El and James Madison | F | (-, H H A

University Hillel. " |\|

visiting Memphis,
Tallahassee, and

several other cities!

Peddler’s
! Travels

A.Tewish i yrnm‘bj urmey
Oklahoma |

Stitwet

DREIDEL DIRECTIONS

WJNJ

SHIN NUN GIMEL

€ History and Heritage interns Rose
jll Steptoe and Mimi Brown at Club
I} Ebony in Indianola, Mississippi.

18 The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life « SHALOM Y'ALL | FALL / WINTER 2019



MEET THE
BOARD

JAY HESDORFFER LIVES AND
works in Chicago, but his southern
roots run deep. Born in Jackson,
Mississippi, he is the youngest of
five children. His parents, Eugene
and Gilda, grew up in small southern
towns where being Jewish helped
define their character. His father
was raised in Canton, Mississippi;
his mother hails from Whitmire,
South  Carolina, and currently
resides in Dallas. Together they
raised their family in Jackson,
committed to respecting Judaism
and maintaining Jewish culture and
traditions. They lived at a time and
in a place where being Jewish was
not taken for granted. Jay still feels
that commitment.

Jay grew up in a warm and
welcoming home that hosted
visiting lecturers, writers, Holocaust
survivors, and Civil Rights leaders
who passed through Jackson
to share their stories at Beth
Israel Congregation. It made an
impression. So did coming home
late one night to see sirens flashing
infront of hisfriend's house. It turned
out that a 12-foot cross was burning
on his friend’s front lawn. Not the
typical distraction for teenagers
worried about being out past curfew,
but this was Mississippi in 1978.

It was a world of contrasts.
During the school year he was
one of two Jewish students in his
high school, but in the summers
he was one of many Jewish
campers at Henry S. Jacobs Camp.

Fast forward 35 years. After

moving to Chicago, establishing
a career in financial services, and
raising a family, Jay received a call
from Macy B. Hart, his former camp
directoratHenryS.Jacobs. Macywas
calling as the founder of the ISJL to
askJaytojointhe board.Jaywasallin.

That was five years ago, and Jay
has been an active member ever
since. He is currently Vice Chair
and will extend his tenure as he
becomes Board Chair in October
2019. Last year, his commitment
to the ISJL was recognized with
the prestigious Morgan Stanley
Community Leadership Award. The
ISJL was presented with a $10,000
check in his honor.

Jay is committed to the work of
the ISJL. He believes in supporting,
sustaining, and celebrating the
legacy of Judaism in the South. He
wants its supporters to know how
powerfully they impact Jewish
children, families, and communities
across the South. There is no other
organization quite like the ISJL.

Jay's commitment to Judaism
and serving others is consistent
in both his northern and southern
homes. He led Congregation Hakafa
as President after serving as Vice
President and Dues Treasurer. When

Hurricane Katrina hit, he was on the
ground in Biloxi, Mississippi, helping
with clean-up efforts. He heard
the call from Houston and went to
help victims ravished by floods start
rebuildingtheirhomesandtheirlives.

Jay and his wife Marietta
work together in Chicago and
live in Winnetka with their mini
labradoodle, Vandy. Marietta
is honored to be in the 2018
Morgan Stanley Class of MAKERS,

which recognizes women who
are advocates, groundbreakers,
and innovators. Their son David

graduated from Vanderbilt and
is a wealth actuarial associate at
Mercer in Washington, DC, where
he also serves as Chair of the Young
Professionals Council for Special
Olympics DC. Their daughter
Melanie graduated from NYU, lives
in Manhattan, and is a creative
strategist for FMCG Direct.

Even though Jay left the South,
he has never forgotten his southern
roots. He is committed to lifting
others by advancing, sharing,
and advocating for the important
programs and bold work of the ISJL.

Prepared by Marietta Hesdorffer:
Spouse, business partner, and
major fan of the ISJL.

ISIL Fall Board Meeting—October 11-13, Durham/Chapel Hill, NC

Stay tuned for our 2020 social media campaign to meet the ISJL Board— #ISJLBoardWhosWho!
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GIFTS & GRATITUDE

THANK YOU

TO OUR SUPPORTERS

In these pages, you can see the impact our education, history, heritage and
interpretation, cultural, community engagement, and rabbinical programs have
on thousands of people just like you. With deep appreciation, the Goldring/

Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life extends thanks to everyone who
made a contribution or pledge from January 1 - September 15, 2019, to enable

our important work.

$100,000+

Anonymous

The Rosalinde & Arthur Gilbert
Foundation

The Goldring Family Foundation

Robert G. & Ellen Gutenstein Family
Foundation

$10,000 -

The Stanford & Joan Alexander Foundation
AMSkier Agency Insurance - Aimee, Jeffrey, & Henry
Congregation Beth Israel - Houston, TX
Congregation Beth Yeshurun - Houston, TX
Dr. Laura Corman
Lynn Crystal
Estate of Mr. Walter Fleishhacker
Charlett & Marshall Frumin, M.D.

Joseph & Sally Handleman Foundation (Joan Sadoff)
The Leon Levine Foundation
Morris & Stacey Lewis
Sue Berman & Stephen Libowsky
Mrs. Anne Lowenburg & Family

$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous

Imogene Berman

Community Foundation for
Mississippi

Clay & Deborah Crystal

Central Synagogue - New York, NY

Mr. & Mrs. Marty Davidson

The Dollar General Literacy
Foundation

Pepe Prince Finn & Terry Finn

Dr. & Mrs. David Friedman

Gail & Michael Goldberg

Susan & Macy B. Hart

The Douglas J. Hertz Family
Foundation
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Mr. & Mrs. Joe Herzog

Jay & Mar Hesdorffer

Sally Schneider Huebscher &
Bob Huebscher

Drs. Myron & Angela Koltuv

Leifer Family Fund - Boston, MA

Stuart Leviton & Herb K. Schultz

Monica Lizka-Miller & Alex Miller,
M. D.

Dr. & Mrs. Alan S. Luria

Scott & Julie Miller Philanthropic
Fund of the Dallas Jewish
Community Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. David Mink

Mr. Lester Pinkus

Mr. & Mrs. Leon Rittenberg, Il
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The Marcus Foundation

Charles & Lynn Schusterman Family
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Woldenberg Foundation

The Anne & Henry Zarrow
Foundation

$99,999

The Meyer Family - Margaret, Helen Marie, & Harold J. Meyer, Jr.
The New Venture Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Russ Robinson
Rachel Reagler Schulman
Rayman L. Solomon & Carol Avins & Family
Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation - Houston, TX
Jay & Deanie Stein
Mrs. David R. Toomim
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Ms. Dolores Wilkenfeld
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M. B. & Edna Zale Foundation

Mr. Ed Buchman

Dr. & Mrs. Leslie R. Burson

Toni D. Cooley

Mr. Jonathan Coopersmith

Covenant Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Edelson

Rabbi Stuart Federow

Mr. Arnold Feinstein

Mr. & Mrs. Irving Feldman

Arty & Amy Finkelberg

The Aurelia Konrad Charitable
Foundation

Mr. Albert Fraenkel

Mr. & Mrs. Francis L. Fraenkel

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Franco

Dr. Kim Frumin & Ben Waters

Rabbi & Mrs. Jack Romberg

Dr. Robert Roubey & Lisa Brachman
Michele & Ken Schipper
Spencer & Debra Simons

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew E. Spector

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Stein, Jr.

Jay & Bz Tanenbaum

Benjamin & Joy Warren

Mary L. Wiener & Sandy Cohen
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Drs. Bill & Isa Aron

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Aronson
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Bear, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. David Benson
Ms. Susan B. Boshwit



Drs. Robert & Marlene Garnett

Rabbi & Mrs. Micah Greenstein

Elaine & Michael Gutenstein

Mr. & Mrs. Maury Harris

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen J. Heyman

Jack & Michal Hart Hillman

Mrs. Marcus Hirsch

Mr. & Mrs. L.R. Jalenak, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. James B. Jalenak

Jewish Federation of Greater
New Orleans, LA

Mr. Leo Kayser, IlI

Ann & Chris Kientz

Rabbi David-Seth & Dori Frumin
Kirshner

Mr. & Mrs. Cary A. Koplin

Robert J. & Carolyn Kahn Landers

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Levin

Bari & Keith Levingston

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Lewis

Mr. & Mrs. Peter L. Malkin

Mrs. Julie Grant Meyer

Gerald W. Miller Philanthropic
Fund of the Dallas Jewish
Community Foundation

Julia L. Miller Philanthropic Fund
of the Dallas Jewish
Community Foundation

Minette & Charles Cooper

Mr. & Mrs. Morris F. Mintz

Mrs. Saul A. Mintz

Dick Molpus

Mrs. Rose L. Morrison

Dr. & Mrs. Ike Muslow

Lt. Col. Ed Nagler

North Louisiana Jewish
Federation - Shreveport, LA

Mr. & Mrs. Billy Orgel

Judge J. David Orlansky

Dr. & Mrs. Mark Posner

Mr. & Mrs. Spencer Preis

Mrs. Phrose Raphael

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Riemer

Mr. Ted Rubenstein

Ms. Ann J. Rubin

Mr. & Mrs. Marc Shapiro

Shornick Family Charitable Fund

Mr. Mark Silberman

Mr. & Mrs. David P. Solomon

Mr. & Mrs. A. W. Tanenbaum

Temple Emanu-El - Longview, TX

Tri-City Jewish Community
Fund - Petersburg, VA

Trustmark National Bank

Mrs. Benno Wallach

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Williams

$500 - $999

Mr. & Mrs. Hirschel B. Abelson

Anshe Chesed Congregation -
Vicksburg, MS

Linda & David Altshuler

Ron Barshop

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Berkeley

Beth Israel Sisterhood,
Jackson, MS

Dr. & Mrs. Malcolm Bonnheim

Sam & Deborah Brackstone

Beth Sholom Congregation -
Frederick, MD

Mrs. Dudley Burwell

Congregation B'nai Israel -
Natchez, MS

Congregation Emanu-El of
New York, NY

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Coopersmith

Rabbi & Mrs. Harry Danziger

Mr. Sid Davis

Rabbi Dr. Jana de Benedetti

Rabbi Bruce Elder

Mr. & Mrs. David Elgart

Mr. & Mrs. David Elson

Mrs. Joseph A. Gerache

Rachel & Ricky Goldberg

Drs. Michael Honan & Roxanne
Travelute

Dr. & Mrs. Howard Hurtig

Jackson Jewish Federation,
Jackson, MS

Ms. Barbara Jakobson

Jewish Federation of Fort Worth
& Tarrant County, TX

Jewish Historical Society of
Memphis & the Mid-South, TN

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kanter

Rabbi Debbie & Alec Kassoff

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen J. Katz

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Kline, Il

Mr. Stanley B. Kline

Mr. & Mrs. Herman Kohlmeyer

Judy & Mark Konikoff

Bradley S. & Marion Levy Lapidus

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Legum

Mr. Albert J. Leveck

Mr. & Mrs. Avery Lubin

Mr.James L. McArthur

Mr. Bill McCarty, Il

Meridian Jewish Welfare Fund-
Meridian, MS

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mittel

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Orlansky

Ambassador John N. Palmer

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Paris

Mr. Jitu Patel

Pensacola Jewish Federation -
Pensacola, FL

Mr. & Mrs. Don Potts

Mr. & Mrs. Leon H. Rittenberg, Jr.

Betsy & Joe Samuels

Mr. & Mrs. Paul D. Schulman

Ms. Lynda Shanblum

Mrs. James P. Stephan

Rabbi David E. Stern

Thomas W. Tardy IlI

Temple Emanuel - McAllen, TX

Temple Israel - Jonesboro, AR

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Wolff

$250 - $499

Mr. & Mrs. Richard B. Altman

Rabbi Batsheva Appel

Ms. Millie Baron
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Dr. A. Mitchell Bell

Mr. & Mrs. David Benjamin

Dr. & Mrs. Harold Brandt

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Branson

Beth Shalom - Auburn, AL

Beth Sholom Temple -
Fredericksburg, VA

Mr. & Mrs. Larry W. Buck

Congregation B'nai Israel-
Columbus, MS

Congregation Beth Israel -
Meridian, MS

Rabbi Matt Cohen

Congregation Shomrei Torah -
Tallahassee, FL

Dr. & Mrs. Ralph Daniel, llI

Ms. Harryette Anne Duncan

Dr. & Mrs. Ike Eberstein

Susan D. Eisenfeld

Mr. Jeff Fleishmann

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Friedlander

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Friedman

Mr. David Goldberg

Dr. & Mrs. Carl Goodman

Dr. & Mrs. Phillip Gorden

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Green

Mr. & Mrs. Donald E. Hess

Claire Nicols & Elbert Hilliard

Mr. & Mrs. David Hoodis

Hebrew Union Sisterhood -
Greenville, MS

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome E. Hyman

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Jacobson

Rabbi & Mrs. Michael Joseph

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Karesh

Fredda Korber

Dr. & Mrs. Kevin Krane

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Lamensdorf

Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Lapides

Mr. & Mrs. Carl B. Lee

Mr. & Mrs. Julian Levine

Ms. Carol J. Levy

Dr. & Mrs. Paul Lux

Mr. & Mrs. Benjy Nelken

Claire Solomon & Max Nisen

Mr. Brad Pigott

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Polland

Rabbi & Mrs. Neil Sandler

Ms. Laura Schulman

Terry Schuster

Rabbi Ron Segal

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Seidman

Peter & Tamar Sharp

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Silverblatt

Gianna Jacobson & Todd Siwak

Lisa Sockett

Rachel Stern & Scott Pullen

Mr. Steven Strauss

Temple B'nai Israel - Monroe, LA

Temple Solel - Fort Mill, SC
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Arkansas - Fayetteville, AR

Stephan Turner

Mr. & Mrs. J. P. Villedrouin

Ms. Anna Weinstein & Chris
Qualls

Mr. Sam Weintraub

Mrs. Carol B. Wise
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Alan S. Abrams
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Mark S. Anshan

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Back

Mr. William Baker

Mrs. James Banks

Ms. Jacquelyn Barish

Mr. & Mrs. Robbie Barron
Dr. & Mrs. David Barton

THE CHAI CLUB

is the ISJL's monthly
giving society—all of the
donors listed below have
recurring gifts made to
the ISJL each month,
directly deducted from
their accounts; an easy,
meaningful way to give!

e e e 000000000000 00

Michelle Blumenthal

Rabbi Erin Boxt

Sandy & John DeMuth
Mayo (Bren) Dorsey &

Jody Lubritz

Lori & Scott Dreffin

Debra & Michael Fein

Mr. & Mrs. Irving Feldman
Marilyn Gelman

Michael Goodman
Charlotte & Bruce Greely
Susan & Howard Green
Darlene Grossman

Elaine & Michael Gutenstein
Barbara Hyman

Barbara Joseph

The Kander-Dauphin Family
Lyn & Don Kartiganer
Rabbi Debra & Alec Kassoff
Dr. Madelyn Mishkin Katz
Ann & Chris Kientz

Laura & Henry Kline

Judy & Mark Konikoff
Janet & Dr. Kevin Krane
Marla Greenberg Lepore
Cynthia M. Lyons

Alicia Margolis

Lt. Col. Ed Nagler

Claire Solomon Nisen

& Max Nisen

Mrs. Phrose Raphael

Rabbi Deborah Silver
Loraine Simons

Hayley Smith

Yvonne Stephan

Rachel Stern & Scott Pullen
Adam Wassell

Diane & Alan Weil

e e e 000000000000 00

WANT TO JOIN
THE CHAI CLUB? VISIT
ISJL.ORG/DONATE!
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Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Barton

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Bauman

Mr. William T. Beck

Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Behrendt

Mr. Jack Belz

Tobin Belzer & Jesse Ruskin

Mrs. Murray P. Benenson

Judge & Mrs. Robert Benham

Rabbi Leah Berkowitz

Dr. & Mrs. Henri Bernard

B'nai Israel - Alexandria, LA

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Biggs

Rabbi Richard J. Birnholz

Mr. & Mrs. Sidney M. Blitzer, Jr.

Rita N. Blumenfeld

Michelle Blumenthal

Mr. & Mrs. Charles G. Boardman

Rabbi Erin Boxt

Rabbi Kenneth Brickman

Lottye S. Brodsky-Lyle

Sara Brook

Mr. & Mrs. David Buck

Thorne & Kelly Butler

Mr. & Mrs. James Caldwell

Congregation Am Shalom-
Bowling Green, KY

Adath Yeshurun Synagogue -
Aiken, SC

Congregation B'nai Israel -
Fayetteville, GA

Congregation Beth Israel -
Gulfport, MS

Congregation Emanu El -
Houston, TX

Ms. Erin Chernow

Dr. & Mrs. Carmel J. Cohen

Mr. & Mrs. Brad Cohen

Mrs. Harry Cohen

Drs. Jackie & Michael Cohen

Mr. Dan Cohn

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Cohn

Mr. & Mrs. George Copen

Ms. Annette Corman

Mr. & Mrs. Si Davidson

Mr. & Mrs. John DeMuth

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Dever

Dr. Sheldon S. Diamond

Rabbi Lucy Dinner & Mr. Jeff
Dinner

Mr. & Mrs. Luis Dorfman

Mayo (Bren) Dorsey & Jody Lubritz

Rabbi Matthew Dreffin & Erica Weil

Lori & Scott Dreffin

Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Dubin

Sara & Mark Edelman

Mr. Steven Edelson & Leslie Schwartz

Rabbis David H. & Jacqueline
Ellenson

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Emmich, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Michael N. Fein

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fine

Mr. & Mrs. Bert Fischel

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Fishman

Dr. & Mrs. Stuart A. Fleischner

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Fleisig

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Fox

Rabbi Daniel H. Freelander &
Elyse D. Frishman

Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Fried, Jr.

Ms. Loris Mayersohn Fullerton

Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Gammill, 111

Robin Levy & Bobby Garon

Rabbi & Mrs. David Gelfand

Ms. Marilyn Gelman
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Mr. David Glatstein

Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Glenn

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Goldberg

Lawrence Goldman

Mark & Judy Goldsmith

Dr. & Mrs. Martin |. Goldstein

Dr. Nathan Goldstein, Il

Barbara Golub

Mr. Michael Goodman

Dr. & Mrs. Steven Goodman

Lynn Gordon & Hy Penn

Lois W. Gordon Endowment

Fund of the Dallas Jewish

Community Foundation

Dr. Mark Gottesman

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Greely

David S. & Margaret W. Greenberg

Mrs. Helen Greenberg

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Grisham

Milton Grishman & Roberta Avila

Darlene Grossman

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Gruber

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Grundfest

Commissioner Dick Hall

Mrs. Maurice Handelman

Mrs. Reva Hart

Commander & Mrs. Julian Hart

Mr. & Mrs. David L. Harwood

Mary Heiman

Mr. & Mrs. John C. Henegan

Dr. & Mrs. David Hirsch

Mrs. Joseph D. Hoffman

Ms. Paula Hoffman

Holly Mound Land Company -
Cabot, AR

Mr. & Mrs. Carson M. Hughes

Mr. & Mrs. Clay Humphrey

Ms. Barbara S. Hyman

Ellen F. Jackofsky

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Jacobs

Marcia Jacoby

Arthur Jones & Deedee Baba

Judge & Mrs. Charles Kahn, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Harry D. Kahn

Mrs. Sandi Kahn

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Kalotkin

The Kander-Dauphin Family

Mr. Mark R. Kaplan

Dr. & Mrs. Edward Karotkin

Professor & Mrs. Donald '
Kartiganer

Dr. Madelyn Mishkin Katz

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen P. Katz

Kenneth & Joanne Marks Kauvar

Rabbi Stuart & Vicky Kelman

Mr. Michael Kentor

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Klein

Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Klein

Ms. Lynn Orkin Koff

Mr. Maury Kohn

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Kolchin

Joseph Kornfeld

Mrs. Ed Kossman

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Krinsky

Ms. Robin Kurtz & Mr. Gilbert
Rivera

Dr. & Mrs. Bryan Lawver

Mr. Gary Lazarus

Betty & Harry Lazarus

Ms. Marla Greenberg Lepore

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Lettes

Linda Lou Levey

Mrs. Dorothy G. Levin

Stuart J. Levin & Sondra Panico

SHALOM Y'ALL | FALL / WINTER 2019

Dr. Ellsworth & Janet Levine
Dr. Richard B. Levine

Gus & Michelle Levy

Mrs. Nathan Levy, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Lewis

Dr. Steve Liverman

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Loeb

Rabbi & Mrs. Robert Loewy
Ms. Cynthia M. Lyons

Mr. M.J. Lyons, Il

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Maer

Mr. & Mrs. Earl J. Magdovitz
Adam Magnus

Mr. & Mrs. Danny Mansberg
Jay Marcus

Ms. Alicia Margolis

Mr. & Mrs. Joe E. Marx, Il

Mr. Kenneth Mayers

Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Mayersohn, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Merson

Mr. & Mrs. Allan Metz
Zammy Migdal & Jose Szapocznik
Ms. Susan Miller

Mr. Dave Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Miller, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Morris
Rabbis Steve & Susie Moskowitz
Leslie Mosow

Debra Murov & Joseph Engelman
Mrs. Cecile Murov

Sally G. Nash

Frances Jean & Walter Neely
Mr. & Mrs. Lon Neese, Jr.

Mrs. Neal Nierman

Mr. & Mrs. Perry Nisen

Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Oreck
Marie & LaRue Owen

Mr. & Mrs. J. S. Pachter

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore H. Pailet
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Pake

Mrs. Maurice Pearl

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Pehr

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Perlman
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Pick

Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Pollack

Dr. & Mrs. Donald I. Posner
Jennifer Posner

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Preis

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Preston
Rabbi Steven H. Rau

Dr. & Mrs. Jack Resneck

Mr. Phillip I. Roby

Rabbi & Mrs. David Rosen
Susan Rosenbaum

Mr. & Mrs. Elliott Rosenberg
Shirlee Rosenthal

Mr. Trevor Rosenthal

Cantor Jessica Roskin

Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Rothenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Rubin

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sackett
Dr.Jonathan Sarna & Ruth Langer
Shalom B'harim - Dahlonega, GA
Mr. & Mrs. Sid Scheinberg
Alan Scheinine

Judge & Mrs. Gerald Schiff
Lorraine & Morton A. Schrag
Ms. Wendy Schudmak

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Selber

Mr. Mandel C. Selber, Jr.

Mrs. Barbara Sevier

Rabbi & Mrs. Robert Sharff
Mr. & Mrs. David Shemper
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Siegel

Deborah Silver

Mr. Andrew Simmons

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Simon

Loraine Simons

Dr. & Mrs. Charles Simonson

Hayley Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Byron Spanjer

Mr. Jory Stein

Dr. & Mrs. Howard M. Sussman

The Joseph & Helen Swiff Fund
of the Dallas Jewish
Community

Temple B'nai Israel -Tupelo, MS

Temple Emanu-El - Dallas, TX

Francine Thomas Reynolds

Barry & Teri Tillman

Temple Israel - Memphis, TN

Temple Kehillat Chaim - Roswell, GA

Temple Sinai - Lake Charles, LA

Upper Cumberland Jewish
Community - Fairfield Glade, TN

Dr. Danielle Wahba

Leon & Alice Waldoff

Mr. Adam Wassell

Mr. Jonathan Wax

Mr. & Mrs. Alan E. Weil, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Sherwin Weinstein

Edward Weiss

Mr. & Mrs. Jacques Wiener

Dr. & Mrs. John S. Wiener

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Williams

Tracei Willis

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Wolbe

Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Wolf

Mr. Ken Wolf

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Wolff

Dr. & Mrs. Ron Wolfson

Woman's Hospital

Dr. Elliott Yolles

Craig Young

Peter & Jarmila Zapletal

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Zerden

Ms. Janet Zerlin & Mark Fagan

TRIBUTES

In Honor Of:

Elias Chajet
B'nai Israel - Alexandria, LA
Temple Emanu-El - Longview, TX

Wyatt Davidson's Confirmation
Anne Z. Meyer

Rabbi Matt Dreffin
Beth Shalom - Auburn, AL
Lori Dreffin

Barbara & Peter Ducoffe's
Anniversary
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Barbara Ducoffe's Birthday
Susan & Macy B. Hart

The ISJL Education Dept.
Lori Dreffin

Marvin & Iris Edelson & Harrison
Stephen Edelson

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Franco
Lisa & Chip Boardman
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Amy & Jack Friedlander's
Anniversary
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Amy Friedlander's Birthday
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Charlett & Dr. Marshall
Frumin
Janet & Mickey Frost

Dr. Marshall Frumin
Butch & Susan Frumin

Leah Gersh's Birthday
Children, Grandchildren, and
Great-granddaughter

Dr. Eric Goldstein
Lisa Sockett

Susan & Macy B. Hart Fund

Anonymous

Juli & Billy Bauman

Becky & Joe Williams

Mr. & Mrs. Luis Dorfman

Mr. & Mrs. David Elson

Mr. & Mrs. Irving Feldman

Dr. & Mrs. Aaron Fried

Helen Greenberg

Commissioner Dick Hall

Minister LaTaunya Holmes

Barbara Jakobson

The Kander-Dauphin Family

Cyrille S. Kane

Rabbi Debbie & Alec Kassoff

Drs. Myron Koltuv and Angela
Klopstech

Bradley S. & Marion L. Lapidus

Albert Leveck

Stephen Libowsky & Sue Berman

Monica Lizka-Miller & Alex Miller

Rhea-Beth Markowitz

The Rubenstein Family

Pam & Lee Rubin

Lisa & Michael Sackett

Sally Schneider & Bob Huebscher

Mr. & Mrs. Paul D. Schulman

Spencer & Debra Simons

Danielle Wahba

Honorine & Allen Weiss

Kathryn Wiener

Reva Hart's Birthday
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Jay Hesdorffer
Rabbi Bruce Elder

Ellen Jackofsky's Birthday
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Mike Kline's Birthday
Stan Kline

Janet & Jerome Lang's
Anniversary
Ann Rubin

Scott Miller
Gerald W. Miller
Julia L. Miller

Isaac Parshall
Lawrence Goldman

Kevin Roum's Masters Degree
Ted Roum

Rabbi Aaron Rozovsky

Anshe Chesed Congregation -
Vicksburg, MS

Beth Sholom Temple -
Fredericksburg, VA

Congregation Am Shalom -
Bowling Green, KY

Congregation B'nai Israel -
Natchez, MS

Congregation B'Nai Israel -
Fayetteville, GA

Congregation Shomrei Torah -
Tallahassee, FL

Fredda Korber and Family

Sarah Laden

Terry Schuster, Debra, Karyn &
Stephen

Temple Emanuel - McAllen, TX

Temple Israel - Jonesboro, AR

Trinity Episcopal Church -
Natchez, MS

Temple Solel - Fort Mill, SC

Upper Cumberland Jewish
Community - Fairfield Glade, TN

Pam & Lee Rubin's Birthdays
Dan Cohn

Elise Schipper’s Birthday
Michele, Ken, Alana, Jacob, &
Eric Schipper

Rachel Schulman
Rabbi Bruce Elder
Theodore Perlman

Nonie Schwartz's Birthday
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Leanne Silverblatt's Birthday
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Rayman Solomon's Birthday
Amy & Perry Nisen
Jessica Solomon

Mr. Charles Stern, Jr.
Gary H. Karesh
Jo Ann Karesh

Malia Vasquez
Geri Siegel

Margo Wagner
David Segal & Rollin Simmons

In Memory Of:
Marilyn D. Abrams
Alan S. Abrams

David & Minnie Adler
Joel & Toni Adler

Dr. Walter Berman
Imogene Berman

Davna Blum Brook
Sara Brook

Mort Cooper
Gail & Mike Goldberg

Joe Harris
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Michael Himelstein
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Jule Basch Kayser
Jan Abby Liff

Rhonda Goldie Klein
Craig Young

Miriam Kohn
Elinor & Jack Goldberg

Stanley Levinson
Craig Young

Morris & Freda Lewis
Gerald W. Miller

Julia L. Miller

Scott & Julie Miller

Sandra Liverman
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Jeri & Paul Saper

Israel Lizka
Gail & Mike Goldberg
Michele & Ken Schipper

Barbara Lurie
Gail & Mike Goldberg

F. A. Midlo
Jeri & Paul Saper

Isabel Peal Posner

Carol Anne & Sid Blitzer

Robert Burgess, Stephanie
Anderson, Cheri Johnson &
the Staff of Woman's Hospital

Elese & Gusty Denis

Holly Mound Land Company

Gus & Michelle Levy

Lecie & Jack Resneck

Ellen Hufbaure & Jack Resneck

Betsy & Joey Samuels

Mrs. Shirley Leah Shanker
Carole Danziger Pasternack

Sam Shemper
Linda & Frank Whitehead

Arnold & Dorothy Turner
Robert Benham

Rabbi Leo & Evelyn Turitz
Carol J. Levy

Judy & Albert Wahba
Danielle Wahba

The Institute is indebted to the following
foundations and individuals whose generous

investments, past and present, have enabled us to
move our vision forward with confidence:

Anonymous

The Stanford and Joan Alexander Foundation
Maurice Amado Foundation
The David Berg Foundation

Bezalel Foundation

Samuel Bronfman Foundation

Covenant Foundation

Elaine and Emanuel Crystal Charitable Fund
Nathan Cummings Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel M. Edelman
The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation
Goldring Family Foundation

The Gottesman Fund
Eugene M. Grant

Ronne & Donald Hess Foundation
Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc.
Jim Joseph Foundation
W. K. Kellogg Foundation
Robert G. & Ellen S. Gutenstein Family Foundation
Charles and Esther Kimerling Foundation
Ben L. and Betty G. Lamensdorf Endowment Fund

Ted Levi

Lawrence Magdovitz 2"l
The Marcus Foundation
Ben May Charitable Trust

Mintz Family
Jean and Bill Mosow
Natan

Righteous Persons Foundation
AMSkier Agency Insurance
Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation

Shornick Family
The Slingshot Fund

Samuel and Helene Soref Foundation
Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation
Woldenberg Foundation
M.B. and Edna Zale Foundation
Anne & Henry Zarrow Foundation
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