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SOUTHERN JEWISH 

EXPERIENCE

The mission of the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life is to preserve and document the practice, culture and legacy of 
Judaism in the South.  The Museum of the Southern Jewish Experience operates under the auspices of the Institute.

ISJL Hires New Director of Rabbinic Services  
 This summer the ISJL welcomed Rabbi Batsheva 
Appel as its new Director of Rabbinic Services.  The 

Rabbinic program started three years ago to 
serve small congregations without rabbinic 
leadership throughout the region.  Rabbi 
Appel succeeds Rabbi Debra Kassoff, who 
after finishing her term at the Institute became 
an assistant rabbi at Temple Emanu-El in 
Marblehead, Massachusetts.  Rabbi Appel 
looks forward to building on the strong 
foundation which Rabbi Kassoff established 
for the department.  
 A native of Seattle, Washington, Batsheva 
lived all over the country as a child because 
her father was an engineer with the Boeing 

Company.  The family lived in New Orleans, Florida, 
and Huntsville, Alabama before moving back to 
Seattle.  She graduated from Wellesley College with 
a B.A. in Biological Sciences and Economics.  After 
several years of working in the biotechnology field, 
she decided to change careers.  She became active 
in her synagogue, taking courses, studying Torah, 
singing in the choir, and serving on the Board of 

Trustees.  As Batsheva puts it, “The more I was 
involved, the more I wanted to be involved and the 
more that I studied, the more I wanted to study, 
until I wanted to do this as a full-time job.”
 Batsheva was ordained by Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion in New York in 
1996.  She was sabbatical Rabbi at Temple Emanu-
El in Lynbrook, New York and then stayed to 
become Rabbi-Educator and run a religious school 
of over 300 students.  In 2001 she became the first 
ever Assistant Rabbi at Congregation Beth Chaim 
of Princeton Junction, New Jersey and was soon 
named as Associate Rabbi.
 Rabbi Appel believes that “Jewish learning is 
transformative and that stories are the best way 
to transmit the values of Judaism; so I am very 
happy to be part of the ISJL which emphasizes both 
the importance of learning and the importance of 
stories.”
 In her spare time Rabbi Appel is an avid knitter 
who is very proud of the four blue ribbons she won 
at the Middletown Grange Fair in Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania.

ISJL to Collect “Katrina’s Jewish Voices”

A Jewish-owned home in New Orleans is covered in 
mold after the flood’s destruction.  Photo by Jayne K. 
Guberman.

 On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina, the worst 
natural disaster in American history, struck New Or-
leans and the Gulf Coast.  Over a year later, the Jewish 
communities of the region are still working to get back 
on their feet.  The hurricane will continue to have a 
dramatic effect on these Jewish communities well into 
the future.  To document this watershed event in the 
region’s Jewish history, the ISJL has formed a partner-
ship with the Jewish Women’s Archive (JWA), located 
in Brookline, Massachusetts, to record 100 oral history 
interviews with members of the Jewish communities 
of New Orleans and the Mississippi Gulf Coast.  ISJL 
historian Stuart Rockoff and JWA’s Director of Oral 
History, Jayne Guberman, originally conceived the 
oral history project. (continues on page 12)
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raise more money, we will be able to hire more educators and 
fellows to reach even more communities.  We have no problem 
attracting great candidates for our education fellow positions 
or our summer internships. Our plan calls for 18 education fel-
lows spread over 12 states under 6 professional educators. The 
need is obvious. We could be serving many more but getting 
the attention of funders and “community allocators” is very 
difficult.  All the while, we as a “community” increasingly rec-
ognize serious deficiencies in the Jewish “community” culture 
we have created. 
 The ISJL and other innovative startups have a real prob-
lem in receiving recognition and support from “community” 
collectors/allocators.  It’s always easier to fund the “same old, 
same old” than to support new and innovative approaches.  I 
respectfully request that you as the reader translate your voice 
into activism. I want to urge your “community” to support the 
ISJL and other meaningful efforts that address the issues Jews 
face today.  If you are not already participating, please do by 
joining at some level. If you are already one of our supporters, 
you can help us by recruiting new members and increasing 
your annual support.
 Our progress has been phenomenal. After just six years, 
we are approaching 20 full time staff members, several part 
timers, and are poised to expand.  Our growth means that we 
are doing many things right.  Your support has enabled us to 
achieve what many naysayers have said was impossible.
 Next issue, I will explain why I keep putting “com-
munity” in quotation marks as we undertake yet 
another challenge to the status quo. We 
have already begun and you will 
smile when you realize how simple 
a solution this one is. Again, in 
advance and for the past, 
THANK YOU. 

Message 
From the 
Institute 
Board Chair

Message 
from the 
Institute 
President

 The news dominating summer headlines has been 
distressing to say the least.  American soldiers are exposed to 
mayhem, terrorists plot to murder in the name of a misguided 
belief, Israel pushes into Lebanon in an attempt to defend its 
people.  What more in the next months, we cannot imagine.
 I write today en route from Shanghai to Atlanta.  I’ve 
been traveling regularly to the “Middle Kingdom” for the 
last three years, sorting out the opportunities, developing 
partnerships, and making new friends.  It is interesting 
to see the reaction of a very different people to the events 
of the world.  Of course, access to information in China is 
still limited, but the internet enables a flow of news and 
information that is difficult to filter.  The Chinese don’t seem 
confused about the news.  Their own renewed struggle for 
success and for independence gives them some clarity in this 
confrontation between terror and freedom.  I am mindful of 
the connection between Jewish history and the Chinese as I 
near the conclusion of Marion Cuba’s novel, Shanghai Legacy.  
It is the story of Japanese-occupied Shanghai’s Jewish refugee 
ghetto during World War II.  
 The Jewish people find themselves once again at the 
fulcrum of world events.  We could find ourselves easy targets 
in the inevitable search for responsibility.  We know the blame 
rests with the aggressor.  The blame rests only on those that 
seek to deny basic human rights.  The blame falls on those 
who would further their “truth” by violence and by murder.
 I believe that the scattering of the Jewish people, the 
creation of the Diaspora, is as important to our security as is 
the State of Israel.  There is a symbiotic relationship between 
the two.  Israel could not survive without us, nor we without 
it.  The American branch of this Diaspora is its lifeline.  It is 
we who must nurture the whole.  It is ours to protect.  But 

the American Diaspora is not the New York Diaspora, or the 
Los Angeles Diaspora, or the Philadelphia.  The American 
Diaspora is also in New Orleans, in Little Rock, in Pensacola, 
and in Macon.  It is in Hot Springs, Meridian, and Huntsville.
 The strength of our people is exposed at its weakest 
link.  The American Jewish community is at risk if it does not 
support its own “diaspora.”  Our plan is to ensure that Jewish 
values, Jewish friends, Jewish neighbors, Jewish leaders, 
mothers, fathers, teachers, gardeners, bakers …. in sum, all 
Jewish Americans, thrive across this great land.  In our South, 
Jews are all these things.  They are a great source of pride to 
their communities.  One-by-one they protect us all from the 
madness that has been history’s wrath upon us.  One-by-one, 
they strengthen our collective support for Israel’s cause.  They 
are not, and will not, be the weakest link.
 This Institute is delivering a priceless result.  We aren’t 
just educating a few children in small towns.  We aren’t just 
offering a congregation a rabbi for a few weekends a year.  We 
are offering those communities a relationship with the Jewish 
people.  And we enable America a relationship with the Jewish 
people, throughout the continent.  Without this, we all lose. As 
violence rages, sacrifices increase, and the political willpower 
of those living in safety and security begins to wander, we 
must stand as a reminder of the result of weakness.  We must 
ask our neighbors and they must help us in protecting the 
values of the Jewish people.  Let us remind all Americans to 
respect each other, to offer charity to the afflicted, to work and 
to study diligently to improve ourselves, and to value each 
individual and his/her relationship with God.  And may we 
do this in the many places that Jews are valued as neighbors.

L’Shalom

 Over the life of the ISJL, I have used my message in Circa 
to discuss major issues that the Institute works to address. 
When I speak about the Institute, I like to say that a main goal 
of ours is to help lead the way in changing the status quo of 
Jewish life in America when it comes to reaching the Jew-
ish community. Let’s take it to them instead of continuing to 
endorse the “if you want it, you have to come get it attitude.”  
Creating a culture change can be like planting trees, where the 
benefits may not appear for years or even decades.
 I continue to travel extensively in search of partnerships, 
funding, and new staff, and to stimulate new initiatives in 
communities large and small.  When it comes to fundraising, 
the ISJL is fortunate to have a large grassroots membership of 
people who believe in our work; we also have wonderful sup-
port from a few very large contributors and some wonderful 
smaller local federations.  However, what frustrates me is how 
difficult it is for  young organizations like ours to get support 
from “community” organizations that raise money in the name 
of the “community” and then finds ways not to look at new 
projects. When you read our list of contributors, you will notice 
a relative lack of “community collectors.”  We have recently 
been honored by the Slingshot publication as one of the 50 most 
innovative Jewish organizations in the country.  And yet, as 
an example, why are federations in urban areas that are the 
beneficiaries of migration from smaller communities so hesitant 
to support our work? 
 The ISJL is having a visible impact in Jewish education, 
rabbinic service, and Jewish cultural programming.  We have 
helped isolated and neglected Jews to engage with the broader 
Jewish world. As you can read in Circa, we are now serving 
33 Religious schools from very large to very small with our 
transdenominational, user-friendly curriculum.  We are provid-
ing a rabbi to over 25 congregations that do not have one and 
we have begun the process of hiring a second rabbi.  As we 
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Jewish Cinema South Ready for its 6th Season

2
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 Jewish Cinema South, the ISJL’s much-her-
alded regional film festival, is now in its sixth year 
of production.   This year, Jewish Cinema South 
will run in Jackson, Mississippi; Mobile, Alabama; 
Montgomery, Alabama; and Baton Rouge, Louisi-
ana. In each city, a variety of outstanding films will 
be featured over the course of several days.  As in 
previous years, filmmakers or scholars will be on 
hand for discussions following most showings.
 In all, nineteen different films will be featured 
during the four festivals. Highlights include Live and 
Become, a French film about the mysteries of surviv-
al, identity, and the healing force of love. Set in 1985 
during the Israeli airlift of thousands of Ethiopian 
Jewish refugees fleeing oppression in their native 
country, a Jewish boy, marked for a rescue-flight 
to Israel, dies as the story begins. A Christian boy 
secretly takes his place – with the help of both the 
dead boy’s mother and his own. To survive, he must 
pretend to be what he is not.  Live and Become won 
the 2005 Audience Award in Berlin, the 2005 Best 
Film at the Copenhagen International Film Festival, 
and the 2005 Best Film honors at Valenciennes Film 
Festival. 
 The Baton Rouge and Mobile festivals will both 
feature Academy Award-nominated Sophie Scholl: 
The Final Days.  Set in 1943 Germany, this German 
film profiles a woman who had the courage to 
stand up to the Nazi authorities: 21-year-old Sophie 
Scholl, a member of the resistance group The White 
Rose. In this moving story of a real-life heroine, a 
riveting Julia Jentsch completely inhabits the role 

JEWISH CINEMA SOUTH 2006 SCHEDULE                
Jackson – all shows at the Millsaps College Recital Hall
October 21 – 7:00 PM – Live and Become
October 22 – 2:00 PM – Shorts: The Tribe, Skylab, America, Backseat  
   Bingo & West Bank Story
October 23 – 7:00 PM – The Tollbooth
October 24 – 7:00 PM – Walk on Water

Montgomery – all shows at the Capri Theatre
October 28 – 8:00 PM – The First Time I Was Twenty
October 29 – 2:00 PM - Live and Become
October 30 – 7:30 PM - Usphizin
October 30 – 10:00 AM School Screening – Rene and I

Mobile – all shows at Hollywood Theaters unless otherwise indicated
October 29 – 7:00 PM – Live and Become
October 30 – 7:00 PM - Sister Rose’s Passion - Spring Hill College Byrne Hall
November 1 – 7:00 PM – Sophie Scholl: The Final Days
November 2 – 10:00 AM School Screening- Nicholas Winton, 
   The Power of Good  
  7:00 PM – Wondrous Oblivion

Baton Rouge - all shows at the Manship Theatre
January 25 – 8:30 AM & 11:30 AM School Screenings - Paper Clips
  7:00 PM – Sophie Scholl: The Final Days
January 27 – 7:00 PM – All I’ve Got with West Bank Story
January 28 – 3:00 PM & 7:00 PM – Strange Fruit with The House I Live In Sophie Scholl: The Final Days

Live and Become

of the steel-willed activist. Ultimately captured by 
the Nazis, much of the film centers around Sophie’s 
questioning at the hands of Nazi officer Robert 
Mohr.  What ensues is a verbal cat-and-mouse game 
between the older bureaucrat who ardently believes 
in the system that has elevated him to a position of 
power, and the idealistic young dissident willing to 
sacrifice herself in the cause of peace, freedom and 
democracy. Sophie Scholl: The Final Days has drawn 
many honors, including 2005 Best Director and Best 
Actress awards at the Berlin International Film Festi-
val, and a 2005 Academy Award nomination for Best 
Foreign Language Film.
 While there are over 60 Jewish film festivals 
throughout the country, the ISJL is the first organiza-
tion to offer a network format that allows individual 
communities to sponsor their own Jewish Film 
Festivals in cooperation with the ISJL.  These local 
festivals have drawn audiences in the thousands 
and continue to energize their communities by pre-
senting programs that are usually limited to larger 
metropolitan areas.  The ISJL has helped launch four 
other local Jewish film festivals in Austin, Houston, 
Nashville, and Shreveport that are now operating 
independently of the Institute.
 This year’s Jewish Cinema South film festivals 
promise to be illuminating, thought-provoking, and 
entertaining. For further information about Jewish 
Cinema South, including a full schedule, contact the 
Institute of Southern Jewish Life at (601) 362-6357 or 
visit www.isjl.org.  



4 5

Message from ISJL Rabbi Batsheva Appel
 At 6:00 AM I walked to the edge of the water, 
sounded the shofar, and invited those assembled to 
prayer.  On the first anniversary of Hurricane Katrina 
it was inevitable that most of the people present at the 
Katrina Memorial Sunrise Service in Waveland, Mis-
sissippi were either at the water or looking out over 
the Gulf.  The sun wasn’t up quite yet, but it was clear 
that this was going to be a spectacular day, quite un-
like what everyone had experienced the year before.
 I had the honor of being invited to participate in 
an interfaith memorial service for survivors, friends, 
volunteers, clergy, officials and friends that was spon-
sored by the Steps Coalition held at Gulfside United 
Methodist Assembly.  STEPS  is a partnership forged 
after the hurricane between many different commu-
nity interfaith and social justice organizations.  They 
are working on five key post-Katrina goals: afford-
able housing; historic preservation; the environment; 
equitable economic assistance; and civil rights.
 Gulfside Assembly was acquired in 1923 by 
Bishop Robert E. Jones in 1923, the first black general 
superintendent of the Methodist Church.  At one 
time it was the only place along the Gulf Coast where 
African Americans could go to the beach and a place 
where an interracial group could meet to work for 
civil rights. At one time there was a school, a retreat 
center, a church and other facilities.  A new dormi-
tory was dedicated the week before Katrina.  On 
the morning that I was there, there were only a few 
temporary buildings, the remnants of the dormitory, a 
pile of tree limbs, and a view of the Gulf.  Like the rest 
of the beachfront in Waveland, the storm surge wiped 
everything away.
 You can also see the Gulf from Congregation Beth 
Israel in Biloxi, which lost its synagogue in the storm 
as well.  The decision to build a new synagogue was 

difficult for the congregation, but their building had 
been severely damaged by Katrina’s wind and rain.  
Like many others on the Gulf Coast, they have had 
to accept loss, and work to build a new home.  They 
have received support from Jews across the coun-
try.  Two b’nai mitzvah students, one from Mobile, 
Alabama and one from Chevy Chase, Maryland, 
are gathering funds and Judaic items for the new 
synagogue and its congregants.  A Jewish federation 
in New Jersey has made a major contribution to the 
building fund.  In the meantime, the congregation 
has also relied on its Christian friends, meeting at 
Beauvoir Methodist Church each Shabbat.
 This interfaith bond between Jews and Chris-
tians on the Coast resonated in my mind as I partici-
pated in the dawn service that touched on remem-
brance, strength for survival, and thanksgiving.  I 
was privileged to participate with Bishop Hope 
Morgan Ward of the Mississippi Conference of the 
United Methodist Church, Bishop Duncan Gray of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi, Imam Tariq 
Abdul-Mu’mim of the Islamic Center of Gulfport, 
Bishop James Black of the Faith Tabernacle of Praise 
and others.  We sang together and listened to music 
from the Pearlington Community Choir and the 
Peoples Mission Baptist Church Choir.  I was invited 
to read a selection from the Book of Genesis about 
the flood, which I read in Hebrew and in English.  
Later someone came up to me and said how they 
had never heard the Bible in Hebrew before and 
that they found it very moving.  At the end of the 
service, I sounded the shofar again.  We then walked 
back to the Gulf of Mexico carrying flowers. As we 
cast the flowers into the waters Bishop Ward offered 
the benediction.  By now the sun was up and there 
was hope for a new day and a new year.

“May the words of Your Torah be sweet to us . . .” from the morning liturgy
Get a Taste of Torah

 When we begin the study of Torah, the hope is that the words that we learn will be sweet and that we will 
always crave more.  With Taste of Torah, once a week, ISJL Rabbi Batsheva Appel offers a brief email message 
tied to the Torah portion.  In some of our communities, Taste of Torah is used as a d’var Torah at Friday night 
services. To sign up and see how sweet it is, please go to:  www.isjl.org/rabbinic/taste_of_torah.htm

your ancestors for your family and helping the Institute to 
continue to capture the history of our southern Jewish heritage 
before it is lost forever. For more information, contact us at 
601-362-6357 or information@msje.org

Need an anniversary or birthday gift for the family member who has everything?
Why not give the gift that will last forever?  The ISJL can help. 

Preserve your Family’s History
What better gift than to arrange for an oral history of your beloved 
family member(s).  We can set up a video oral history interview and 
present your family with a VHS copy and a beautifully engraved 
bound transcript.You will be preserving the cherished stories of 
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Education Conference 
Reaches New Height

 The 2006 ISJL Education Conference was the 
largest yet, and marked the kickoff of year four 
of the ISJL Education Program.  With 87 religious 
school teachers and principals taking part, along 
with 27 faculty and staff members, the group filled 
the conference rooms at the Golden Moon Resort to 
their capacity.  The number of participating congre-
gations has also grown, to 36.  Thanks to everyone 
for another successful conference, and we look for-
ward to seeing you on our travels and at next year’s 
conference, July 8-10, 2007 at Pearl River Resort.

ISJL conference-goers discuss what makes their commu-
nity unique.  Photo by Bethany Zwick.

Russel Neiss 
uses “Shmu-
ley the Sukkot 
Skeleton” to 
illustrate how to 
use “shtick” in 
the classroom.  
Photo by Dan 
Margolis.

Dr. Kerry Olitzky discusses the work of the Jewish Out-
reach Institute.  Photo by Dan Margolis.”

Beth Kander and 
the ISJL’s team 
of Education 
Fellows show the 
crowd how to get 
down.  Photo by 
Dan Margolis.

ISJL Board Chair Jay Tanenbaum greets Rabbi Batsheva 
Appel.  Photo by Dan Margolis.
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History Files Go Online 
with New Digital Archive

 Since its inception, the ISJL History Depart-
ment has been trying to collect information about 
every southern Jewish community that has ever 
existed.  Until now, this information has rested in the 
department’s large filing cabinets.  Under the direc-
tion of historian Stuart Rockoff, the ISJL is pleased to 
announce the creation of an online southern Jewish 
history archive, starting with Mississippi.  Using the 
documents in their history files as well as its oral his-
tory collection, the ISJL History Department staff has 
written short histories of every Jewish community 
and congregation in the history of Mississippi.  ISJL 
history interns Amy DiBiase and Dan Margolis spent 
much of their summer doing research and writing 
these capsule histories, which can be accessed on the 
history department page on the ISJL website.

 This is merely the first step in a 
larger project that will eventually 
encompass the entire 12-state region 
of the South.  We will gradually 
expand the site, state by state, until 
we cover the entire South.  In the 
future, we hope to include lists of 
cemetery burials as well as video 
clips from our extensive oral history 
collection.  Please visit the ISJL Digi-
tal History Archive, and learn about 
the important legacy of Jewish life in 
Mississippi.  To view the archive, go 
to: www.isjl.org/history. 

Below is a reprint of the Digital Archive entry on 
Woodville, Mississippi.

Woodville, Mississippi

 During its heyday, Woodville was known as 
“Little Jerusalem” due to the prevalence of Jews in 
this small town in the southwest corner of Missis-
sippi.  Woodville was founded in 1809, and grew 
after the West Feliciana Railroad came through town 
in 1831.  It became a regional cotton processing and 
marketing town. Jews began to arrive in Woodville 
once it began to flourish economically.  According to 
some reports, Jewish peddlers stopped in Woodville 
as early as 1810.  
 During its early years, some soon-to-be 
prominent Jews spent time in Woodville.  In 1828, 
Charles Lewis Levin arrived from Charleston, South 
Carolina to teach in a local school.  Though he only 
managed to stay in Woodville a short time, Levin 
was wounded in a duel, in which his second was the 
future president of the Confederacy, Jefferson Davis.  
Later, Levin represented Philadelphia, Pennsylva-
nia in the U.S. Congress.  Two brothers, Theodore 
and Edwin Moise, also from Charleston, came to 
Woodville in 1836.  A few years later, they moved to 

New Orleans, where they became prominent local 
citizens.  Edwin later served as speaker of the house 
in Louisiana while Theodore became a well-known 
portrait painter.
 During the antebellum period, several Jewish 
merchants settled in Woodville, though most stayed 
in Woodville less than ten years, moving on to better 
opportunities in larger towns in the region, usually 
New Orleans. As Elliott Ashkenazi has written, “the 
Jewish residents of Woodville found not so much a 
place to live as a place to make money while search-
ing for a better place to live.”  This high rate of 
turnover explains why a stable Jewish community 
took so long to form.  The first Jewish congregation 
in Woodville was not founded until after the Civil 
War.
 Woodville’s Jewish merchants were closely tied 
economically to Jewish-owned New Orleans whole-
sale houses.  Woodville Jews sold goods to small 
local farmers as well as large plantation owners. A 
few of these early Jewish merchants had non-Jewish 
partners, often from the local planter class, which 
reflects a significant degree of economic integration 
with the local community.
 The first sign of a permanent Jewish presence 
occurred when two Jewish traveling peddlers, Jacob 
Schwartz and Jacob Cohen, purchased a small plot 
of land to bury a colleague who had died unexpect-
edly.  Schwartz and Cohen eventually settled in 
Woodville after their peddling careers, both becom-
ing successful merchants in town.  Both Schwartz 
and Cohen were part of a new wave of Jewish 
merchants who sunk deeper roots in Woodville than 
their predecessors had.  Both lived in Woodville 
until their deaths in early years of the 20th century.
 In the late 1860s, Woodville’s Jews began to 
build Jewish community institutions, beginning 
with the Woodville Hebrew Education Associa-
tion, which was succeeded by Congregation Beth 
Israel, which served the community throughout 
the remainder of its lifespan.  There was also a local 
chapter of B’nai B’rith, a national Jewish fraternal 
organization.
 Several local Jews became civic leaders in 
Woodville.  In 1904, the local newspaper put out 
a special edition with biographical sketches of 56 
of the town’s business and civic leaders; twelve of 
them were Jewish.  These included: Leon Schwartz, 
the son of Jacob Schwartz, who served as city clerk 
and on the board of aldermen for many years; Mor-
ris Rothschild, a German immigrant who came to 
Woodville in 1880, who owned a dry goods store 
and cotton warehouse, and became vice-president 
of the Bank of Woodville and Secretary of the local 
school board; Charles Cohen, a prominent local mer-
chant who was a director of the Bank of Woodville; 
and several other local merchants.  Lee Schloss pub-
lished a short-lived local newspaper, the Woodville 
Courier, and later served as president of the school 
board, city council member, and city treasurer.  
When the Rosenwald Fund gave money to build a 
school for African Americans in Woodville, it was 

Summer history 
interns Amy 
DiBiase and 
Dan Margolis.  
Photo by Neola 
Young.
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named the Schloss-Rosenwald School.
 The economy in Woodville was almost wholly 
dependent on cotton agriculture.  But the rise of the 
boll weevil in southwest Mississippi, and the emer-
gence of the Delta as the leading cotton growing 
region in the state, led to a sharp decline in the local 
economy in the early 20th century.  Much of Wood-
ville’s Jewish community left in search of greater 
economic opportunity.  In the 1920s, Congregation 
Beth Israel closed and sold its building.  All of its 
furnishings, including the lectern, pulpit chairs, and 
pews went to the local Baptist church.  In 1992, the 
church gave these items to the Wilkinson County 
museum, which put together an exhibit on the Jew-
ish history of Woodville.  Today, the last vestige of 
this “Little Jerusalem” is the Beth Israel cemetery, as 
no Jews currently live in Woodville.

Congregation Beth Israel, 
Woodville

 As the Jewish popula-
tion of Woodville grew in the 
mid 19th century, they began 
to organize religiously.  As 
early as 1850, Woodville’s Jews 
worshipped together in private 
homes.  In the late 1860’s, they 
formed the Woodville Hebrew 
Education Association, which 
grew into Congregation Beth 
Israel.  The Hebrew Education 
Association was designed to 
establish a school at a time 
before public education in Mis-
sissippi.  In January of 1873, 
members of the association 
wrote in the American Israelite 

newspaper that they were looking to hire a teacher 
for the school who was “first of all, a good English 
scholar; secondly a good Hebrew [and Jewish] schol-
ar...; thirdly a man who is able to teach the German 
and French languages.”  They claimed to be able to 
send fifteen Jewish and ten Christian students to the 
school.  If this teacher could give a lecture during 
Shabbat services, they could make extra money.
 After this ad was placed in a national Jewish 
newspaper, the congregation hired Emanuel Rosen-
felder as rabbi in 1873.  After a year, he returned to 
his native Germany, though he came back in 1876 as 
circuit-riding rabbi in the region before settling in 
Natchez.  Beth Israel was formally chartered in 1878, 
when they completed their first synagogue on the 
corner of Banks and Natchez Streets.
 In 1885, Rabbi Henry Cohen came to Woodville.  
Though he only served Beth Israel for three years, 
Rabbi Cohen had a significant impact on the young 
congregation.  In 1924, the Woodville Republican pro-
claimed that “no minister who ever served a church 
in Woodville was more popular than was Rabbi 
Henry Cohen.”  Cohen sought to encourage his 
small congregation to be more religiously observant, 
a very challenging task in an isolated community 
like Woodville.  Since most of the congregants were 
merchants, strictly observing the Sabbath was very 
difficult since Saturday was the busiest day of the 
week.  Cohen was willing to compromise, getting 
his members to agree to keep their stores closed dur-
ing the hours of Saturday morning services.  Once 
services were over, 
they could open their 
stores to the throngs of 
customers who came 
into town on Saturday.  
Rabbi Cohen’s services 
drew several non-Jews 
who came to hear his 
compelling oratory.  In 
1888, Rabbi Cohen left 
Woodville to become 
the rabbi at Temple 
B’nai Israel in Galves-
ton, Texas, where he 
served for over 60 
years.
 In 1896, Beth Israel’s 
synagogue burned down, 
but was soon replaced by 
a new and more impressive building on the same 
Natchez Street site.  The congregation also built a 
small religious school building behind the temple.  
Next door was a parsonage for the congregation’s 
rabbi.
 As the cotton economy of the area went into de-
cline in the early 20th century, the Jewish community 
went into decline.  By the mid 1920’s, the congrega-
tion no longer had a rabbi or held regular services, 
and the remaining members sold the building.  The 
building was moved to Main Street, where it served 
as a local theater until it burned down in the 1930’s.

Leon Schwartz 
was a longtime 
local leader in 
Woodville.

Woodville’s syn-
agogue  was sold 
in the 1920s, 
and burned in 
the 1930s.

The Beth Israel Cemetery is 
the last vestige of Wood-
ville’s Jewish community.
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 The Institute of Southern Jewish 
Life is pleased to announce the hiring 
of Kate Lubarsky as the Projects Direc-
tor for the Museum of the Southern 
Jewish Experience.  Kate will work 
on developing ISJL museum sites in 
Natchez, Meridian and Selma in ad-
dition to managing and archiving the 
museum’s collection of artifacts at its 
Utica site.  Kate grew up in Madison, 
Wisconsin and graduated Washington 
University in May 2006 with a degree 
in anthropology and an interest in pur-

MSJE Hires New Projects Director

Mazel tov to Rabbi Debra and Alec Kassoff on 
the birth of their daughter, Sylvia Josephine Kas-
soff, blessed with the Hebrew name Shulamit Gila. 
“Sylvie” was born on July 12, 2006, weighing eight 
pounds and measuring 20 inches, healthy and beau-
tiful. All three Kassoffs are settling into their new 
life in Marblehead, Massachusetts, and appreciate 
the love and support they continue to receive from 
across the country.

suing museum studies.  She joined the ISJL summer 
staff as a museum intern. “I was drawn to both the 
mission of the ISJL and the unique message of the 
museum,” Kate noted.  As a museum intern, Kate 
lived with the staff at the Henry S. Jacobs Camp 
while cataloging artifacts, developing educational 
programs, and leading tours.  Getting to know the 
community at camp was one of her favorite aspects 
of the summer.  Kate said, “The Jewish community 
has been incredibly welcoming and open and I am 
thrilled to be able to continue the relationships I 
have developed by working full-time with ISJL.  
It’s true what they say about Southern hospitality!” 

 On August 20, 2006, the ISJL Sefer Torah collec-
tion expanded with the generous donation of the 
Magdovitz Memorial Torahs from Temple Beth Isra-
el in Clarksdale, Mississippi.  Lawrence Magdovitz 
of Clarksdale, accompanied by his son, Lawrence 
Magdovitz II and grandsons, Lawrence Magdovitz 
III, and Connor Magdovitz, of Memphis, delivered 
two Torah scrolls to the Museum of the Southern 

ISJL Receives 
Magdovitz Torahs from Clarksdale

Jewish Experience site in Utica, Mississippi. During 
the program, Dr. Stuart Rockoff presented a brief 
history of the Clarksdale congregation, and Lawrence 
Magdovitz described his family’s close connection to 
the Torahs.  Rabbi Batsheva Appel discussed the sym-
bolism of the donation and read a small section from 
each of the Torahs.  The scrolls were then symbolical-
ly passed through three generations of the Magdovitz 
family before being placed in the ark at the museum.
 Donated in memory of Lawrence’s wife Kerin 
C. Magdovitz and his parents, Harry D. and Lena-
bel May Magdovitz, the scrolls are designated to be 
loaned to congregations in need of a Torah.  Each 
community that borrows them will be asked to share 
the story of Clarksdale’s Jewish community and how 
the Torahs traveled to their congregation. The ISJL is 
deeply grateful to the Magdovitz family for donat-
ing such important pieces of Mississippi’s Jewish 
history. The memory of the Magdovitz family and of 
Clarksdale will be perpetuated with each use of these 
scrolls. If your congregation is interested in becoming 
a future loan recipient of one of these scrolls, please 
contact Neola Young at nyoung@isjl.org or (601) 362-
6357.

Macy B. Hart stands with Lawrence Magdovitz, Law-
rence Magdovitz II, and Rabbi Batsheva Appel during the 
dedication of the Magdovitz Memorial Torahs.  Photo by 
Neola Young.
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 My co-worker Kate Lubarsky and I spent 
our summer living and working in the rural gem 
of Utica, MS, home to both the Museum of the 
Southern Jewish Experience (MSJE) and Henry 
S. Jacobs Camp.  When not busy dodging wasps, 
we served as both museum interns for the ISJL, 
as well as Education Specialists for the camp.  We 
were responsible for creating educational museum 
programs for campers.      
 Our goal was to get each camper to understand 
that the history and identity of a Southern Jew are 
simultaneously unique and universal within the 
trajectory of the Jewish people.   Our programs 
were designed to evoke themes that campers could 
relate to through activities like a memory game 
about immigration called “Packing Your Trunk,” 
a peddler’s cart race, making an arts and crafts 
“community” quilt, and posting drawings of their 
own Southern Jewish home on the museum’s 
wall-sized map.  Both campers and staff found 
the activities to be fun and educational.  Through 
teaching, Kate and I learned a lot about the Southern 

 As an itinerant rabbinical student visiting 
Jewish communities in three states this summer, I 
learned just how seriously Southern Jews take the 
mitzvah of welcoming guests.  Folks flung open the 
doors of their homes and synagogues along with 
their photographs, songs, stories and questions.  
From the brand new synagogue in freshly booming 
Bentonville, Arkansas, where the Spanish language 
bathroom signs are a hint of the previous church 
tenants, to the quiet grandeur of the rosy stained 
glass and warm wood of the 1906 synagogue in 
Greenville, Mississippi, to the two-towered structure 
lovingly adorned with the watercolor and mosaic 
of congregational artists in Lake Charles, Louisi-
ana, the buildings I visited housed the continued 
vibrancy of small-town Jewish communities where 
every voice is heard, every contribution is vital, and 
a visitor receives an open-armed and open-hearted 
welcome.
 In each community, people offered windows 
into their own corners of the universe: a story of re-
covery and pain from last summer’s hurricanes; an 
explanation for why a high holidays tune is always 
sung in a Friday night service; a tale of a grandpar-
ent’s peddling arrival and a grandchild’s new hit 
film; a taste of the area’s best tomato; and a recount-
ing of dancing with a beloved half a century ago.  
As a rabbinical student in a school where students 
come from varied backgrounds, I felt very much at 
home in these synagogues where negotiating the 
nature of Jewish community happens by necessity.
 Our tradition holds that the study of Torah en-

Having a Blast with the Past at the MSJE
By Rona Kremer, 
ISJL Museum 
Intern

Jewish Experience.  Aside from running programs 
for campers, we also cataloged artifacts, planned 
future exhibits, and led tours for visiting groups of 
all ages.
 Until recently, I barely knew that Southern 
Jewry existed.  As an anthropology major, I wanted 
to experience and learn about this phenomenon 
myself.  Gaining a connection to Southern Judaism 
while living in Utica, Mississippi helped me better 
understand what it means to be an American 
Jew.  However, I was also able to share my strong 
Jewish education and identity I received from 
growing up in Southern California’s gigantic Jewish 
community.  I felt gratified that I left just as much in 
the South as I took back to California.  I would like 
to thank the ISJL and everyone I met in Mississippi 
for a meaningful two months full of dynamism, 
exploration, and self-discovery. 

 If you are interested in being an MSJE intern 
for the summer of 2007, contact Kate Lubarsky at 
klubarsky@isjl.org; (601) 362-6357.

Traveling the Winding Roads of the Jewish South
By Emma Kipley-
Oggman, ISJL 
rabbinic intern

compasses many of the acts of kindness essential to 
the functioning of community.  It was a great privi-
lege to study Torah this summer with communities 
where I could see how the Torah that they embody 
is put into practice.  A child grinned at declaring to 
her community of adults that the most important 
Jewish principle is loving our neighbors.  And an 
adult admitted delighted surprise that encountering 
a Torah text allowed him, inspired by our ancient 
tradition, to question his assumptions and access a 
deeper empathy.  I met people who are transforming 
their broader communities to be ever more welcom-
ing to strangers and people who consistently act 
with overwhelming generosity to their neighbors 
because they are living out the Torah they learn.

While I was driving through the Ozark 
Mountains in Arkansas, the endless stripes of 
highways folding into crevasses of mountains re-
called for me a poem of the late Israeli poet Yehuda 
Amichai, who asks, “And why is the tallis [prayer 
shawl] striped and not checkered black-and-white/ 
like a chessboard? Because squares are finite and 
hopeless/Stripes come from infinity and to infinity 
they go/like airport runways/where angels land 
and take off.”  The landscape shifts around and 
through the Jewish communities of the rural South, 
but as I learned this summer, these communities are 
interwoven with the infinite, hopeful tallis stripes of 
highways that fold to encircle the particulars of each 
community and lengthen to embody the intercon-
nectedness of our people, making possible our 
magical encounters.

Photo by Holly 
Lange.
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 At The Temple in Atlanta, on August 21, 
2006, the ISJL convened its second Atlanta 
roundtable discussion with a group of the city’s 
rabbis. The ISJL has been trying to develop 
a synagogue partnering program in which 
large congregations in Atlanta would “adopt” 
a smaller congregation in a small town in the 
Southeast.  Congregations throughout the 
United States adopt sister congregations in cit-
ies in Israel and Russia. They partner to create 
connections and even in some cases provide re-
sources.  ISJL President Macy B. Hart asked the 
roundtable participants why such partnerships 
couldn’t be applied to our own region.  The 
response to this idea was overwhelming, and 
the Institute is pleased to announce the creation 
of its new Synagogue Partnering program. Some 
have understaffed religious schools and all have 
adults interested in learning. 

ISJL Creates Synagogue Partnering Program 
in Atlanta Area

 This pilot program boldly positions Atlan-
ta as a national model.  The ISJL is facilitating 
the matching process by identifying small con-
gregations within a 300 mile radius of Atlanta 
who would be interested in being matched 
with a larger congregation.  Several congrega-
tions have already committed to participate.
 A successful program can surely serve as 
a national model as there are many communi-
ties around the country, both large and small, 
who would enjoy the opportunity to worship, 
learn, and celebrate together with members 
of a partnering congregation.  At the Institute 
of Southern Jewish Life, we feel that this is 
another way of working together to preserve, 
share, and strengthen Southern Jewish Life.  
If you know of a congregation that would 
benefit from this type of relationship, please 
contact the ISJL. 

Rabbis Hit the Road
We will soon be mailing information about the third 
year of our Rabbis on the Road program. Rabbis on 
the Road is a program that works to match rab-
bis with congregations that are without rabbinic 
leadership. In previous years, we have been able 
to facilitate several rabbinic visits, fostering new 
relationships between congregations. Currently, the 
Institute of Southern Jewish Life partners with the 

Southwest Association of Reform Rabbis and the 
Southwest Council of the Union of Reform Judaism 
to serve the Southwest region of the URJ.  If you are 
part of a congregation without rabbinic leadership 
in any part of our 12-state area or are a rabbi inter-
ested in donating a weekend of your time, please 
contact us as soon as possible at: nyoung@isjl.org or 
(601)-362-6357.

Fellows Lead Session at CAJE
 In August, the ISJL’s team of Education Fellows 
attended the 31st annual Conference on Alterna-
tives in Jewish Education (CAJE), which was held 
at Duke University.  Nearly 1400 educators, clergy, 
and lay leaders attended the five day conference 
featuring keynote addresses and workshop sessions 
on a variety of topics ranging from creating pro-
gramming for students with learning disabilities to 
the evolution of Jewish ritual.  ISJL Fellows Russel 
Neiss, Debbie Ovadia, Amy Steinberg, Greg Weis-
man, and Bethany Zwick led a session on quality 
Jewish education in small congregations that was at-
tended by religious school directors from across the 
country.  Conference Chair Amy Ripps, of Raleigh, 
North Carolina noted, “The Conference brought 
together so many inspiring teachers, some of whom 
are novices and others of whom are experienced 
teachers of teachers, to share and learn with each 
other.”

The ISJL Education Fellows at CAJE 31 at 
Duke University.
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 John Palmer, the founder of Skytel and the 
former U.S. ambassador to Portugal, has been a 
longtime supporter of the ISJL.  His foundation was 

a major funder of the “Al-
sace to America” exhibit.  
Recently, he has become in-
terested in the work of 19th 
century composer Louis 
Moreau Gottschalk, who 
was a native Jewish New 
Orleanian.  Palmer found 
a way to merge these two 
interests in his partnership 
with the concert pianist 
Lambert Orkis.  The John 
Palmer Foundation is 
helping to support the 

reissue of Orkis’ CD “Selected Piano Works of Louis 
Moreau Gottschalk” and is donating a portion of the 
proceeds to the ISJL.
 During his life, Gottschalk was one of the 
world’s most popular musical composers and per-
formers.  After his untimely death at the age of 40 in 
1869, his work faded into obscurity.  Recently, it has 
been rediscovered by scholars and classical music 
fans alike.  This CD reissue will help to draw atten-
tion to the work of one of the Jewish South’s most 
talented and successful musical composer.  Classi-
cal music fans now have a new way to support the 
work of the Institute.

 The 2006 meeting of the Southern Jewish 
Historical Society will be held November 9 – 12 in 
Little Rock, Arkansas.  ISJL historian Stuart Rock-

off is chair of the 
program committee 
and has put together 
an impressive roster 
of panels and featured 
speakers.  Former 
presidential advisor 
and diplomat Stuart 
Eizenstat will be the 
keynote speaker at 
the Saturday night 
banquet to be held at 
Clinton Presidential 
Library.  Conference 
attendees will be led 
on a special private 
tour of the library 

It’s Presidential at the 2006 SJHS Meeting
and museum.  Friday night at Temple B’nai Israel, 
Deborah Dash Moore, the chair of the Jewish Stud-
ies Department at the University of Michigan, will 
speak on the experience of Jewish soldiers during 
World War II.  Cheryl Greenberg, a professor of 
history at Trinity College, will discuss southern 
Jews during the early civil rights movement.  Panel 
highlights include “Hello Muddah, Hello Faddah, 
Jewish Camping in the South,” which features Gary 
Zola, director of the American Jewish Archives, 
Marcie Cohen Ferris, and Stuart Rockoff, who will 
be presenting a paper on the founding of the Henry 
S. Jacobs Camp.  ISJL board member Eli Evans and 
Dale Rosengarten will be part of a discussion panel 
on the Jewish South today and the future of south-
ern Jewish history.  Other noted scholars presenting 
include Ellen Umansky, Holly Cowan Shulman, 
and Eric Goldstein.  For a complete listing of the 
program and registration information, see the SJHS 
website: www.jewishsouth.org.

ISJL Historian 
and SJHS 
Program Chair 
Stuart Rockoff

Palmer Supports ISJL with Music of 
Southern Jewish Composer

Gottschalk

John Palmer
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 The ISJL is pleased to announce 
that David Zemel has joined the staff 
in Jackson as Director of Development.  
David has had a long career in the world 
of foundations and non-profit fundraising.  
Prior to joining the ISJL staff, David was 
principal of On Track Consulting, a Tulsa 
firm specializing in nonprofit planning, 
organizational development, and fund rais-
ing services.  He has also served as Senior 
Program Officer at the Charles and Lynn 
Schusterman Family Foundation in Tulsa.

 This is my first opportunity to 
share some thoughts on development and fund 
raising for the Institute. While I am new to the staff, 
I have some experience with the ISJL as a friend of 
Macy’s from our NFTY days,  as a representative of 
a foundation that has supported the Institute, and as 
an occasional consultant. I continue to be impressed 
with the mission, the Institute’s record of accom-
plishment and the generous support we receive 
from so many CIRCA readers. Thank you for your 
commitment and contributions. You are touching the 
lives of friends, family, and the Jewish community in 
twelve states and beyond.
 If you have been involved with nonprofit 
organizations lately, you know about increasing 
demands for greater accountability to donors and 
program evaluations. Because of my previous as-

 Slingshot is a publication of 21/64: Strategic 
Philanthropy Though the Generations, a new philan-
thropic resource and mentoring program established 
by the Andrea and Charles Bronfman Foundation 
in New York. Slingshot selects an annual list of the 
50 most creative and effective Jewish organizations 
and leaders across the country. “We’re honored to be 
included in Slingshot ‘06” said Macy Hart, Presi-

Message from David M. Zemel, 
Director of Development

Photo by 
Holly Lange.

sociation with the Institute, I believe the ISJL meets 
the current standards and that our donors are in fact 
partners in our mission. Each has the opportunity to 
know how we operate, where their funds are used, 
and to become more involved in programming, 
voluntarism and giving. In short, though nothing is 
broken, I think we can do better.
 Now that the Institute has created a regular 
development department, we can work consistently 
to broaden and deepen our donor base. We hope to 
give current donors more opportunities to support 
the ISJL in ways that may be more convenient for 
them and mutually beneficial. We all know that 
philanthropy is a mitzvah and as Jews we have a 
duty to Tikkun Olam, to repair the world. If you are 
willing to help preserve a rich Jewish heritage, to 
maintain long family ties and insure that Jews of all 
ages have opportunities to live meaningful Jewish 
lives regardless of geography then we are both very 
much in the “repair the world” business. 
 I’m delighted to be a part of the ISJL family. If 
there is anything our new Development Office can 
do to help you support our work, to encourage new 
donors, or find answers to questions posed by cur-
rent or potential donors, do not hesitate to contact 
me. I look forward to hearing from you and hope 
we have the opportunity to meet in person. In the 
meantime, if you have already made a contribution 
to our 2006 annual campaign – thank you. If you 
have yet to make a pledge, please be generous.

ISJL Included in Slingshot 06
dent of ISJL. “The organizations listed in 2005 are 
among the best in the business and being included 
this year is a tribute to our board, staff, and the 
communities we serve.”
 Readers can learn more about 21/64 and 
Slingshot by visiting the organization’s website at 
www.2164.net.  Subscriptions to their publication 
are free and available on the site.

They have hired Dr. Rosalind Hinton, an Assistant 
Professor of Religion at DePaul University, who has 
deep roots in New Orleans, to run the project under 
their supervision.
 Hinton is now collecting interviews from a diverse 
cross-section of the New Orleans and Gulf Coast Jew-
ish communities.  People of different ages, genders, 
circumstances, and synagogue affiliations are being 
interviewed to ensure that the full picture of the Jewish 
community is captured.  The project is documenting 
amazing stories of heroism and rescue, as well as the 
“everyday” challenges that evacuees faced, and the 
issues facing those who have returned.  The interviews 
are being transcribed thanks to a grant from the Cel-

(KATRINA 
from page 1)

ebrate 350 organization, and transcripts and clips will 
appear on the JWA’s Katrina’s Jewish Voices website: 
katrina.jwa.org.  The original digital video interviews 
will be housed at the ISJL History Department.
 The ISJL is excited to work with the Jewish 
Women’s Archive, which has been a pioneer in the 
field of collecting digital artifacts.  JWA is building a 
collection of digital artifacts related to Hurricane Ka-
trina at their website.  To view the growing collection 
or to share your own story, go to katrina.jwa.org.  For 
more information about the “Katrina’s Jewish Voices” 
Oral History Project or to nominate someone to be 
interviewed, contact Stuart Rockoff at (601) 362-6357; 
rockoff@isjl.org. 
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2006 ISJL Contributions
 The ISJL Annual Campaign has been a great success since its beginning and it looks like 2006 will be another record 
year for the Institute.  Within Circa, you can see our success and feel the positive impact that we are having across the 
South.  Your contribution will ensure that we can continue to move forward with these exciting programs.
 With great appreciation, the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life extends gracious thanks to all 
those who have made contributions between January 1, 2006 and August 20, 2006 to support the mission of the ISJL.  

$100,000+
The Covenant Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel M. Edelman
Goldring Family Foundation

Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation
Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation

Woldenberg Foundation

$10,000 - $99,999
AMSkier Agency Insurance - Amiee, Jeffrey, Henry Skier

Ronne and Donald Hess Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Franco

Mr. Ed Grauman
The Kentor Company

Natan Foundation
Righteous Persons Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Abroms
Ms. Imogene Berman
Ms. Susan B. Boshwit
Ms. Lynn Crystal
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Davidson
North Louisiana Jewish Federation
Ilene Engel

Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Fried, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene M. Grant
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Charles and Esther Kimerling Foundation 

- Deborah Kimerling Schneider
Dr. Richard Levine

Dr. & Mrs. Julius Levy, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Saul Mintz
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sadoff
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Solomon
Ms. Mary Ann Sternberg
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Tanenbaum
Temple Beth El, Helena, AR

Mr. Jack C. Benjamin
Ms. Janet Brueck
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Marty Davidson
Mr. & Mrs. Si Davidson
Delta Jewish Open Golf Tournament
Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Fox, Sr.
Mrs. Ralph Franco
Dr. & Mrs. Carl Goodman
Jack and Michal Hart Hillman

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Jacobs
Michael Z. Kay
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Klinger
Jewish Federation of Central Alabama
Mr. & Mrs. Clay Levit
Dr. & Mrs. Steve Liverman
Alan, Jackie and Josh Luria
Mr. & Mrs. Peter L. Malkin
Mrs. Susan Miller

Dr. & Mrs. Al Mushlin
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Pasternack, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Posner
Dr. Robert Roubey and Lisa Brachman
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Rubinsky
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Schaffer
Rabbi & Mrs. Max Weiss
Mrs. Julian Wiener
Mrs. Carol B. Wise

$1,000 - $4,999
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$100 - $499
Dr. & Mrs. Leo Abraham
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Abrams
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Abroms
Congregation of Adas 

Yeshurun, Aiken, SC
Dr. & Mrs. Carl Adatto
Dr. & Mrs. Joel M. Adler
Mr. S. T. Alcus, III
Dr. & Mrs. Robert L. 

Applebaum
Doctors Bill and Isa Aron
Dr. & Mrs. Leon Aronson
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Arst
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Axelrod
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Back
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley F. Baker
Rabbi & Mrs. Jeffrey L. Ballon
Mr. Richard Balser
Dr. & Mrs. William M. Bangel
Mrs. James Banks
Mr. A. Michael Barker
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Bart, III
Dr. & Mrs. David Bauman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Behrendt
Sharon L. Bell & Fred 

Zimmerman
Mr. Jack Belz
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Bendorf

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome E. Benjamin
Mrs. Joyce Cohen Benjamin
Drs. Stephen & Miriam Bensman
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Berg
Dr. Joan Berger
Dr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Bergman
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Berlin
Mrs. Arthur Berman
Karen Kaplan and Marshall 

Berman
Mr. Seth Berney
Temple Beth Or, Montgomery, AL
Mrs. Bernard Bindursky
Mrs. Roger Bissinger
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Blitzer, Jr.
Rabbi P. Irving & Pat Bloom
Mr. & Mrs. Buck Boshwit
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Briskman
Dr. & Mrs. Alan Brodsky
Dr. & Mrs. Maury Bronstein
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur T. Brooks
Mrs. Saul Brooks
Mr. & Mrs. Cyril Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Milton L. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Isidor Brucker
Mrs. Adele Lander Burke
Dr. & Mrs. Dudley Burwell, Jr.
Ms. Gloria Canter

Mr. Mitchell Cantor
Mr. & Mrs. David V. Capes
Dr. & Mrs. Morris N. Capouya
Mr. Allen E. Cohen
Dr. Bernard A. Cohen
Mr. David Cohen
Mr. Gerald Cohen
Mrs. Shirlee Cohen
Mr. Raymond E. Cohen
Mr. Barton P. & Dr. Mary D. 

Cohen
Rabbi Valerie & Jonathan Cohen
Mr. Dan Cohn
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Cohn
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Cooper
Mr. R. Paul Cooper
Mr. Jonathan Coopersmith
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Coopersmith
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Cotton
Mr. & Mrs. David S. Crane
Mr. Jack Cristil
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Crowell
Mr. Gerald Crystal
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Cusnier
Mrs. Aileen Weiner Dampf
Rabbi & Mrs. Harry Danziger
Mr. Stanley Davidow
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Davidson

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Davis
Mrs. Donald DeWitt
Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon Diamond
Dr. Wilma C. Diner
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Van Os 

Dreyfus
Mrs. Harryette Anne Duncan
Ms. Bella Ruth Ehrenpreis
Dr. & Mrs. Rodolfo Eichberg
Rabbi & Mrs. David H. Ellenson
Dr. & Mrs. Louis Jacob Elsas, II
Mr. & Mrs. William Elson, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Ember
Etz Ahayem Congregation, 

Huntsville, AL
Congregation Etz Chaim, 

Bentonville, AR
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fain
Mrs. Herbert P. Feibelman, Jr.
Mr. Arnold Feinstein
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Feller
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Felt
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fine
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Fine
Mr. Arthur Finkelberg
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Fleder
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Form

Mr. Homer Adler
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Allen
Beth Israel Sisterhood, Jackson, MS
Congregation Beth El, Anniston, AL
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Berman
Ms. Gay Block & Rabbi Malka Drucker
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Bogen
Mr. & Mrs. Larry W. Buck
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie R. Burson
Mr. & Mrs. Barney Chiz
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Cohen
Ms. Vera Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Fischel
Dr. & Mrs. Marshall Frumin
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gibian
Mrs. Herbert Ginsberg
Mrs. Betty Allenberg Goldstein

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Gugenheim
Mr. & Mrs. Ellis Hart
Mrs. Joseph Haspel, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Heaster
Mr. & Mrs. William D. Hess
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Hurtig
United Hebrew Congregation, Fort Smith, AR
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Kassoff
Mr. & Mrs. Sol Kimerling
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Klein
Dr. & Mrs. Hugh Lamensdorf
Mr. Michael H. Laufer
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Lewis
Rabbi & Mrs. Seth Limmer
Meridian Jewish Welfare Fund
Mrs. Richard Lowenburg

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Metz
Mrs. William Mosow
Mr. Henry Paris
Rabbi Amy Perlin
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis B. Pollak, Sr.
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Posner
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Raphael
Dr. & Mrs. Dan Reikes
Mr. & Mrs. David Reinauer
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Romberg
Mr. & Mrs. I. A. Rosenbaum
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin G. Rotenberg
Rabbi Julie S. Schwartz
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Siegel
Mr. Steven Strauss
Ms. Mary Wiener and Mr. Sandy Cohen

$500 - $999
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Jewish Endowment Foundation, 
New Orleans, LA

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Frapart
Mrs. Miriam K. Freedman
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Friedlander
Mr. & Mrs. Al Friedman
Mrs. Glen Friedman
Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Friend
Dr. & Mrs. David Frolich
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Frisch
Dr. & Mrs. David Frolich
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Galanti
Mrs. Ira Gershner
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Giesberg
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Gilberg
Mrs. Lucille Gilberstadt
Ms. Carol Ginsburg
Mr. & Mrs. David J. Ginzl
Mr. David Glatstein
Mrs. Ervin Goldberg
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Goldberg
Mrs. Melvin Goldberg
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Goldberg
Dr. Melvin L. Goldin
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Goldin
Dr. & Mrs. Leonard Goldman
Mr. & Mrs. Scot Goldsholl
C. Gerald Goldsmith 

Foundation, Inc.
Dr. & Mrs. Martin I. Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Seyman Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Lynn Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Lou Good, III
Mrs. Louis Good, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Phillip Gorden
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen F. Gordon
Mrs. Harold Gotthelf
Mr. Fredric H. Gould
Dr. Robert Graber
Dr. & Mrs. Gilbert P. Gradinger
Mrs. Harry Greenberg
Ms. Marla Greenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Greenspon
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Grishman
Mr. & Mrs. Maury Gurwitch
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Gutman
Mr. & Mrs. Carter Hale
Commissioner Dick Hall
Mrs. Van Hart

Mr. Mark Hefter
Mrs. Robert Heiman
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence C. Hellring
Mrs. Albert Herzog
Dr. & Mrs. Eugene Hesdorffer
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Hesdorffer
Ms. Frances A. Hess
Mrs. Emil Hess
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Hesslein
Dr. Jeffrey A. & Rabbi Sherre 

Hirsch
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Hirt
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph D. Hoffman
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Hoffman
Mr. Michael Honan & Dr. 

Roxanne Travellute
Ms. Elizabeth H. Hoover
Dr. Jack Hudson
Mr. & Mrs. Clay Humphrey
Mr. Jerome E. Hyman
Dr. & Mrs. Harris Hyman, III
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Idell
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Israel
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Jacobs
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Jacobs
Mr. & Mrs. Burt Jaeger
Mr. & Mrs. L. R. Jalenak, Jr.
Jewish Federation of Greater 

Baton Rouge
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Jordan, Jr.
Barbara Joseph and Curtis 

Joseph
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Joseph
Mr. & Mrs. James Kahn
Mrs. Mary Lou Neth Kahn
Mr. Mark Kaiser
Ms. Linda Heller Kamm
Rabbi & Mrs. Lewis Kamrass
Dr. & Mrs. Eugene Kanter
Mr. & Mrs. Seth Kaplan
Mr. & Mrs. Milton N. Kassel
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Kaston
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Katz
Ms. Deborah A. Katz
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Katz
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Katz
Mr. & Mrs. Irwin Kaufman
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Kerlan
Rabbi & Mrs. David Kirshner

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kittredge
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Knobler
Mrs. Jay Kochman
Mr. & Mrs. Herman S. 

Kohlmeyer, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Kole
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Koock
Mr. & Mrs. S.L. Kopald, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kornfeld
Dr. Charles R. Kossman
Dr. & Mrs. Kevin Krane
Mr. & Mrs. Ellis L. Krinitzsky
Ms. Susan Krinsky and Dr. 

Hugh Long
Mr. & Mrs. Jerold Krouse
Dr. & Mrs. Alvin M. Labens
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Labovitz
Mrs. Harry Labovitz
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Lahasky
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Lahasky
Dr. & Mrs. Jacob Lahasky
Mr. Donald G. Lambert, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley J. Lappen
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Larkin
Mr. Richard Lasky
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmie 

Laudenheimer
Mr. Sidney H. Lazard, Sr.
Ms. Saradona P. Lefkowitz
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lehmann
Mr. Albert Leveck
Dr. & Mrs. Bennett Leventhal
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Levin
Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Levin
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Levine
Dr. & Mrs. Ellsworth Levine
Mr. & Mrs. Sumner I. Levine
Ms. Carol J. Levy
Mrs. Nathan Levy, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Celian Lewis
Mr. Jay Lewis
Dr. Martin Lewison & Dr. 

Cheryl S. Lewison
Mrs. Wilma B. Liebman
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Loeb
Ms. Joan G. Looney
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Lorch
Dr. E. Ralph Lupin
Mr. & Mrs. M. J. Lyons, II

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Maas
Mr. Morris Macey
Mr. & Mrs. Earl J. Magdovitz
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome P. Magdovitz
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Maibach
Ms. Louise Mandel
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Mansbach, II
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Marcus
Mr. & Mrs. Sander P. Margolis
Mr. Richard A. Marker
Mr. & Mrs. W. B. Marks
Mrs. David Masur
John and Melody Maxey
Mr. & Mrs. James W. May
Mrs. Fay Millstein May
Mr. & Mrs. Leon May
Mr. Peter A. Mayer
Ms. Marla Mayer
Mr. & Mrs. C. E. Mayer, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Mayers
Mrs. Arnold Mayersohn
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Mayersohn, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Charlton Meyer, Jr.
Rabbi Hava Pell and & Michael 

H. Kline
Mrs. Ann Hart Miller
Rabbi Jonathan and Judith Miller
Ms. Julia Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Scott L. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. William Mimeles
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell L. Mintz
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Molpus
Ms. Rose L. Morrison
Ms. Lynne G. Moses
Mr. Michael B. Mushlin
Dr. & Mrs. Ike Muslow
Mr. H. Ben Nelken
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Newman
Mrs. Joan Weil Oppenheim
Judge & Mrs. J. David Orlansky
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Orlansky
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Orum
Mrs. Nathan Ostrich
Mrs. Inez P. Pachter
Mr. & Mrs. J. S. Pachter
Ambassador & Mrs. John N. 

Palmer
Mrs. Maurice Pearl
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Pereles
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The Institute is indebted to the following foundations and individuals 
whose generous investment, past and present, have enabled us 

to move our vision forward with confidence:

Balmoral Foundation
BellSouth
Samuel Bronfman Foundation
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
Covenant Foundation
Nathan Cummings Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel M. Edelman
Goldring Family Foundation
Phil Hardin Foundation
Hart with Hart Foundation
Ronne & Donald Hess Foundation

Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc.
Jewish Outreach Institute
Charles and Esther Kimerling 

Foundation
Fred King Family   

(Betsy King Laudenheimer, 
Nancy King Greene)

Ted Levi
Mintz Family
Jean and Bill Mosow
Plough Foundation
Righteous Persons Foundation

AMSKier Agency Insurance
Steven H. and Alida Brill Scheuer 

Foundation
Charles and Lynn Schusterman 

Foundation
Shornick Family
Samuel and Helene Soref 

Foundation
Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation
Woldenberg Foundation
M.B. and Edna Zale Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Marc Perler
Rabbi James H. Perman
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Perry
Mrs. Ben J. Phillips
Dr. & Mrs. Harlan Pollock
Mr. & Mrs. Don Potts
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer Preis
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Pulitzer
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Pulitzer
Mr. & Mrs. David Reagler
David & Karen Reagler
Rabbi & Mrs. Stanley T. Relkin
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald D. Riches
Mr. & Mrs. Elliott N. Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. E. L. Ronnel
Mrs. Nestor Roos
Mr. Albert Rose
Dr. & Mrs. Irving Rosen
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Rosen
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Rosenbush, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Rosenfield
Mr. & Mrs. David K. Rosenthal
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin Rosenthal
Mr. Kenneth Y. Rosenzweig
Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon 

Rosenzweig
Mr. Julius S. Rubel
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Rubin
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon M. Rubinett
Mr. & Mrs. Elliott Saunders

Mr. & Mrs. Dan S. Scharff, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Mort Schrag
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Schulman
Mr. Paul Schwab
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Segal
Rabbi Ron Segal
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Segall
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Segaloff
Mrs. Irving Selber
Mr. & Mrs. Mandel Selber, Jr.
Mrs. Herb Seligman
Mr. & Mrs. George Sellers
Ms. Linda Marks Shapiro
Mr. Robert A. Shapiro
Temple Emanu-El, Dothan, AL
Temple Shaaray Tefila,  

New York, NY
Rabbi & Mrs. Robert Sharff
Mr. Arnold A. Sheetz
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Shemper
Mr. Lawrence A. Sherman
Rabbi & Mrs. Charles P. 

Sherman
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley D. 

Shlosman
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Silberberg
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Silverblatt
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Simmons
Drs. Michael Simon
Judge & Mrs. John F. Simon

Drs. Eric Simon
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Sissman
Hebrew Union Sisterhood, 

Greenville, MS
Temple Israel Sisterhood, 

Memphis, TN
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Solomon
Dr. & Mrs. Eli Sorkow
Mr. Charles M. Sours
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Spanjer
Springhill Avenue Temple 

Archives, Mobile, AL
Mr. & Mrs. Philip N. Steel, Jr.
Mr. Jory Stein
Mrs. James P. Stephan
Mr. S. Ted Sternberg
Ms. Sureeva Felt Stevens
Ms. Micki Beth Stiller
Mr. Daniel E. Stone
Edward and Barbara Stone
Mrs. Earl S. Suffrin
Dr. & Mrs. Warren Summer
Dr. Howard M. Sussman
Mr. & Mrs. A. W. Tanenbaum
Mr. & Mrs. B. J. Tanenbaum
Temple Meir Chayim, Dermott, AR
Mrs. Sylvia Masur Thompson
Barry and Tevi Tillman
Dr. & Mrs. Clifford Tillman
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Toranto

Mr. Paul Uhlmann, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Waitzer
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Walsh
Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. 

Wampold, Jr.
Mr. Sammy Waxman
Mr. & Mrs. Felix Weill
Dr. & Mrs. Roy S. Weiner
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Weinrib
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Weinstein
Dr. Marvin Weintraub
Mr. Sam Weintraub
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur A. Weiss
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Weiss
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Wexler
Professor & Mrs. Stephen 

Whitfield
Dr. Michael Williams
Judge Jerome M. Winsberg
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Wolf
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Wolfe
Mrs. Leonard Wolff
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathon Wolfson
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Wormser
Mr. & Mrs. Charles 

Wurtzburger
Mrs. Aaron Zack
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Zapletal
Mr. Alan Zimmer
Dr. Jack Zoller
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Arienne S. Balser
-Richard Balser

Helen Brass
-Dr. Eli Sorkow

Larry Chiz
-Susan & Macy B. Hart

Rabbi Henry Cohen
-Pricilla & Henry Frisch

Lillian & Bernard Cohen
-Joyce R. Benjamin

Anna & Harry Gingold
-Dr. John Hirsch & Herbert 

Leiman

Herbert Ginsberg
-Nanette & Mel Cohen
-Sandra & Steve Liverman

Melvin Goldberg
-Rae & Mandel Selber

Leonard Goldschmidt
-Vera A. Davis
-Eleanor & Stanley Lappen

Amelia Bordoffsky Goldstein and 
Lewis Goldstein

-M. Jay Goldstein

Nell Hagedorn
-Louisa & Michael Weinriib

Martha & Isadore Hirsch
-Dr. John Hirsch & Herbert 

Leiman

Dr. Charles Kahn
-Pat & Jerry Tanenbaum

Ralph Katz
-Gloria Lynn & Steven Simon 

& Boys

Esther Lee Kimerling
-Richard Marker

Lenabel & Harry Magdovitz
-Barbara & Jerome Magdovitz

Carol Marx
-Dr. Robynn Zinser & Jim 

Pfeifer

Ruth Mimeles
-Marilyn & Alwin Wexler

William ‘Bill’ Mosow
-Jean C. Mosow

Celeste Orkin
-Keiko Purvis

Celeste & D. H. Orkin
-Dianne O. Footlick

Lucile Rosenbaum
-Susan & Macy B. Hart

Samuel Schloss
-Louisa & Michael Weinrib

Irving Selber
-Rae & Mandel Selber

Jean & Sol Shepp
-Barbara & Jerome Magdovitz

John Simon
-Susan & Macy B. Hart

Ann Sartorius Spain
-Valerie & Milton Kassel

James P. Stephan
-Yvonne Stephan

David Toomim
-Pat & Jerry Tanenbaum

Nellie Weil
-Louisa & Michael Weinrib

Rabbi Batsheva Appel
-Alice & Sander Margolis

Naomi Benjamin’s Bat Mitzvah
-Sylvia Masur Thompson

Lil Burnstein’s recovery
-Reva & Ellis Hart

Corinne & Joe Capilouto’s 
anniversary

-Lila Franco

Elaine & Manny Crystal’s 
anniversary

-Sally & Gil Grandinger

Gregory Harrison-Diskin’s Bar 
Mitzvah

-Betty & Mac Lyons

Myra & Bert Fischel
-Betty & Jay Lorch

Gail Goldberg’s recovery
-The Goldberg Families

Gail & Mike Goldberg
-Debbie & David Rosenthal

Lee Gotthelf’s recovery
-Susan & Macy B. Hart

Edward Greene’s birthday
-Pat & Jerry Tanenbaum

Ellis Hart’s birthday
-Ilene & John Pachter
-Dr. Howard Hurtig
-Susan & Macy B. Hart

IN HONOR OF:

-Flo Selber
-Mrs. Van (Carol) Hart
-Harriet & Burt Jaeger
-Vera Davis
-Muriel Turner
-Inez Pachter
-Shirley & David Orlansky
-Charlett & Marshall Frumin
-Kathryn Wiener
-Bea Gotthelf
-The Goldberg Families
-Phrose & Maurice Raphael
-Nonnie & Butch Wright

Leah Hart & Eric Tennen’s 
engagement

-Charlett & Marshall Frumin

Reva Hart’s recovery
-Kathryn Wiener
-Susan & Macy B. Hart
-Ruth Richman
-Harriet & Burt Jaeger
-Muriel Turner
-Charlett & Marshall Frumin
-Bea Gotthelf
-The Goldberg Families

Van Hart’s recovery
-Susan & Macy B. Hart

Deborah & Dr. Lou Jacobs
- Janet B. & Dr. Ellsworth 

Levine

Susan & Mark Jacobson’s 
anniversary

-Betty & Mac Lyons

Beth Kander
-Vera Davis

Rabbi Debra Kassoff
-Dr. Alan Luria
-Reva & Ellis Hart
-R. D. Steelman Gugenheim

Sylvia Josephine Kassoff’s birth
-Susan & Macy B. Hart
-Minette & Charles Cooper
-The Goldberg Families

Emma Kippley-Ogman
-Ahavath Rayim Congregation 

– Greenwood, MS
-Temple Sinai – Lake Charles, 

LA

Betty Lee & Ben Lamensdorf
- Janet B. & Dr. Ellsworth 

Levine

Jay Lewis’ birthday
-Pat & Jerry Tanenbaum

Rabbi Jonathan Miller
-Rabbi Amy R. Perlin

Thelma Mitchell’s recovery
-Reva & Ellis Hart

Herb Moore’s birthday
-Susan & Macy B. Hart

Russel Neiss
-Ahavath Rayim Congregation 

– Greenwood, MS

Dr. & Mrs. Mel Rosenthal
-Dr. & Mrs. Michael Weinrib

Mildred Rubens
-Joanne & David Reagler

Rabbi Judith Lazarus Siegal
-Reva & Ellis Hart

Jay Silberberg’s birthday
-Del & Harold Silberberg

Leanne & Alan Silverblatt’s 
anniversary

-Susan & Macy B. Hart

Brunette & Martin Simmons 
anniversary

-Susan & Lou Good
-Pat & Jerry Tanenbaum

Lafe Solomon’s Bar Mitzvah
-Fox & Horn Families
-Deborah Katz
-Wilma B. Liebman

Miriam & David Solomon
-Doris & Joseph Metz

Phyllis & Joe Stern’s anniversary
-Ruth & Herbert Moore
-Susan & Macy B. Hart

Lorlee & Arnold Tenenbaum’s 
birthdays

-Francine & Fred Pevow

Jerry Tanenbaum’s recovery
-Susan & Macy B. Hart

Kathryn Wiener’s recovery
-Reva & Ellis Hart

Bethany Zwick
-Ahavath Rayim Congregation 

– Greenwood, MS

May 26, 2006–August 31, 2006 IN BLESSED MEMORY OF:
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The Peddler’s Cart
The Ultimate Southern Jewish 
Shopping Experience
Dixie Diaspora: An Anthology of Southern Jewish History
edited by Mark K. Bauman
This book is an anthology of essays designed to introduce readers to key issues in the 
growing field of southern Jewish history.  The essays cover a broad geographical and 
chronological span and address a variety of topics, including economics, politics, roles of 
women, ethnicity, and race.  Contributors include Mark K. Bauman, Mark I. Greenberg, 
Howard N. Rabinowitz, Lee Shai Weissbach, Stephen Whitfield, and Gary P. Zola.   
     Softcover. Price: $35
Matzoh Ball Gumbo: Culinary Tales of the Jewish South
by Marcie Cohen Ferris
In a culinary journey through the Jewish South, Arkansas native Marcie Cohen Ferris 
explores how southern Jews embraced, avoided, and adapted southern food and, in 
the process, have found themselves at home. Ferris demonstrates how southern Jews 
reinvented traditions as they adjusted to living in a largely Christian world. Featuring 
a trove of photographs, Matzoh Ball Gumbo also includes anecdotes, oral histories, and 
more than thirty recipes to try at home. Ferris’s rich tour of southern Jewish foodways 
shows that, at the dining table, Jewish southerners created a distinctive religious expres-
sion that reflects the evolution of southern Jewish life.  Jonathan D. Sarna calls it “a 
bountiful feast brimming with well-researched history, loving memories, and 
unique recipes.”      Hardcover. Price: $30
The Provincials: A Personal History of Jews in the South
by Eli Evans
Newly reissued by the University of North Carolina Press with a new introduc-
tion by the author, this seminal work was the first to take readers on a journey 
into the soul of the Jewish South. Evoking the rhythms and heartbeat of Jewish 
life in the Bible belt, Eli Evans weaves together chapters of recollections from his 
youth and early years in North Carolina with chapters that explore the experiences 
of Jews in many cities and small towns across the South. He presents the stories of 
communities, individuals, and events in this quintessential American landscape that 
reveal the deeply intertwined strands of what he calls a unique “southern Jewish 
consciousness.”      Softcover. Price: $22
Shalom Y’all: Images of Jewish Life in the American South
by Bill Aron and Vicki Reikes Fox
This book tells the unique story of the Southern Jewish Experience through three 
distinct voices: Bill Aron’s evocative photographs, a narrative woven into descriptive 
captions, and person stories, memories and anecdotes told by southern Jews. The book 
covers all aspects of southern Jewish life from chopped liver to bagels and grits, from 
synagogue to civil war cemeteries, from towns named for their Jewish forebearers to the 
vibrant communities, which exist today. A fitting gift for anyone who has southern 
Jewish roots.    Hardcover  Price: $25
The Jewish Community of New Orleans 
by Irwin Lachoff and Catherine C. Kahn
Irwin Lachoff and Catherine Kahn have gathered over 200 archival photographs to il-
lustrate their fascinating history of this colorful city and its Jewish community. Small as 
it is in proportion to the population of New Orleans, the Jewish community has made 
contributions that far exceed their numbers in cultural, educational, and philanthropic 
gifts to the city.      Softcover. Price: $20 
Shalom Y’all
Shalom Y’all is a documentary feature film about the Jewish experience in the American 
South as told through the eyes of a native son and the cultural cousins he encounters. 
At the center of the story is filmmaker, Brian Bain, a third generation southern Jew from 
New Orleans, searching his cultural roots. Traveling in an old Cadillac like the kind his 
one hundred-year old grandfather drove as a hat and tie salesman on the same roads, 
Brian takes the viewer 4200 miles through Delta flatlands, coastal low country, mountain 
passes, small towns, suburban subdivisions and sprawling sunbelt metropolises to dis-
cover a vibrant regional culture that blends the Old World with the New South. Through 
his search for a balance between modern life and ancient traditions, the filmmaker paints 
a post-modern picture of American life at the beginning of a new century. 
     Available in VHS or DVD    Price: $20
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To order, please complete the form below and fax or mail it to us at:  MSJE Shop, P. O. Box 16528, Jackson, MS 39236  •  Fax 601-366-6293
        SHIP TO: (if different from address at left)

NAME  __________________________________________________________________________ NAME____________________________________________________________
BILLING         SHIPPING 
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________________ ADDRESS ________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________                 ____________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________                 ____________________________________________________________

DAYTIME PHONE ____________________________________________________________________ EMAIL ___________________________________________________________

We accept MasterCard and Visa or you may enclose a check payable to MSJE Shop.

   Check enclosed     MC/VISA#_____________________________________________________ Expiration date__________

   Signature_____________________________________________________________________________________
Item              Quantity   $ Each   $ Total                                     
________________________________________  _______________________ _______________________ ________________________
________________________________________  _______________________ _______________________ ________________________
________________________________________  _______________________ _______________________ ________________________
________________________________________  _______________________ _______________________ ________________________

Shipping and Handling:        Subtotal  ________________________
Total of Order Shipping & Handling              Less 10% discount for ISJL/MSJE member          –   ________________________

less than $9.99 $  5.00                                           Shipping and Handling          +   ________________________
$10 - $49.99 $  7.00
$50 - $99.99 $  9.00        TOTAL ________________________
over $100 $11.00

We will ship your merchandise 
within 2 weeks from receipt of 
order or we will contact you.

Order on-line, quickly and safely, at www.isjl.org   

Remember the Peddler s̓ Cart when 
selecting gifts for family and friends!

The Peddler’s Cart 
ORDER FORM

Shalom Y’all (Hebrew) Campfire Mug
Heavyweight, 15 oz. White ceramic mug, dishwasher and 
microwave safe.  Price for one: $8

Shalom Y’all (Hebrew) T-shirt
Jade or black, 100% cotton. Adult sizes: M, L, XL, XXL.
   Price for one: $16

Shalom Y’all Apron
Polyester/Cotton, one size with adjustable straps and 
generous pockets. Black. Price: $20

Shalom Y’all Hat
Available in Navy or Khaki. 100% Cotton with 
adjustable back.  $20
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