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Top Jewish Educator Joins ISJL

Rachel Komerofsky

Rachel Stern Komerofsky has been involved with the
ISJL education program since its inception. For the past two
years, she has been a part-time consultant, working with
the Institute’s education fellows. In January, Rachel joined
the ISJL staff full-time as the Director of the Education
Department. Rachel grew up in San Antonio, Texas, and
attended Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of
Religion in Los Angeles, where she received masters degrees
in Jewish education and Jewish communal service. Since
graduation, Rachel has worked as a synagogue educator
and most recently as the Director of Outreach Education at
HUCHIR in Cincinnati. Rachel is married to Rabbi David
Komerofsky and they are the proud parents of six-year-old
twins, Elaina and Gabriel. The family has recently moved
to Austin, Texas, where David is the new director of Hillel
at the University of Texas.

Rachel’s hiring is yet another milestone for the
Institute’s education program. After several years of
planning, the project began in 2003 with ten participating

religious schools in a four state pilot region. Today, 30
congregations are using the ISJL curriculum, and there
appears to be no end to the future growth of the program.
This success is due to the genuine need for a user-friendly
curriculum and the intensive “fellow up” delivery system
the ISJL has created. Along with the region’s religious
school teachers, the ISJL is helping to raise the level of
Jewish education in the South, and establish the idea of a
common body of Jewish knowledge.

Rachel Komerofsky attended the ISJL’s first
education conference in 2003 as an invited guest. “I was
instantly taken with the participants of the conference and
the communities they represented. Iknew that I wanted
to be involved with this project somehow. It is blazing
anew trail in Jewish religious school education,” Rachel
said. As the ISJL Educator, Rachel will oversee the ISJL
curriculum, supervise the growing team of education
fellows, and develop a new adult education initiative.
She can be contacted at komerofsky@isjl.org.

Southern States Literary Series
Serves U

Matzoh

Photo by
William Ferris.

all Gumbo

One thing Jews and southerners have long had
in common is a love of food. Southern Jews have been
lucky enough to partake in both culinary traditions, and
have produced some delectable mixtures of southern and
Jewish food: pecan kugel; creole-flavored “dirty matzoh”
dressing; matzoh meal fried green tomatoes; and praline
macaroons. Clearly, Jews have embraced the food culture
of the South, while remaining true to their own traditions.
Some will even tell you that the best fried chicken in the
South is served at the Henry S. Jacobs Camp in Utica,
Mississippi.

The Institute of Southern Jewish Life and its
Southern States Literary Series is pleased to bring Marcie
Cohen Ferris back to the Deep South to discuss the
fascinating story of how southern Jews found their home
in the South around the dinner table. Ferris will make a
multimedia presentation about the foodways of southern
Jews based on her new book Matzoh Ball Gumbo: Culinary
Tales of the Jewish South. The book, which has been called
“the definitive study on Jewish (continued on page 5)




Message
From the
Institute

Board Chair

As I'write during the first weeks of 2006, I reflect
that the past year reminded us in quite a few ways of the
meaning of survival. Hurricanes struck, floodwaters rose,
terrorists bombed, and a tsunami swept. Survival has
always been a Jewish forte. It is the great Jewish story
that a small group of people, always finding itself in the
minority, manages to go on, and not merely survive, but
thrive.

Many minorities survive by taking steps to become
the majority. Some survive through isolation from their
enemies. Others just lose their uniqueness by assimilating
into the larger society. But we choose none of the above.
We choose to survive by contributing. We do not choose
an easy road. We do not choose a free one, or Frost’s well-
worn path. Through activism we strengthen ourselves
as individuals. Whether it is the mitzoah of tikkun olam,
or in fulfilling the commandment of tzedakah, we grow
stronger as individuals though our work to improve the
human condition. Our collective efforts create strength as a
people. As we teach our children the history and traditions
of our mothers and fathers, we transfer our life-blood to
them. As we live our values before them, we ensure our
survival. Our strength provides for our survival, yet our
survival provides our strength.

And so we renew our work again this year in the
never-ending struggle. Coastal areas and great cities
that many of us call home are rebuilding with vigor. The
Jewish work to help will, as it has many times before, be

disproportionate to our numbers, but not to our obligation.
At the same time we will not diminish our efforts
elsewhere. Our work will support endless causes while
still providing for ourselves. The Goldring/Woldenberg
Institute of Southern Jewish Life is providing a way for

us to gather our strength. We provide a way to keep that
path cleared for your activism, for your tikkun olam, and for
your tzedakah to be effective. We enable you to strengthen
our children with the stories of our traditions and the
importance of our values. And we provide a way for the
spiritual support that binds all of this together to reach
small communities where Jews instinctively work on that
never-ending struggle to survive.

As you read this issue of Circa, consider all that we are
doing. This year as we direct your support to hurricane
victims, or enable communities to celebrate Jewish
traditions together, or encourage our children to study and
carry on these traditions, we are what you are: survivors
gaining strength. It is with honor that I have recently
accepted our board’s invitation to continue as chairman
for a second three-year term. In doing so I hope to keep
the ISJL focused on the causes of tikkun olam, tzedakah, and
the teaching of our children. Please join me in supporting
our work. We will gain strength from it, as will you. Itis
nothing less than the foundation of our very survival.

\B?W

L'Shalom

Message
from the
Institute

President

The ISJL will be six years old on February 13%. During
our short lifespan, we have accomplished much. Many of
you have followed our progress in meeting the genuine
needs of isolated, underserved, or small Jewish communi-
ties. While our focus has been the South, these problems
exist in every region of the country. Our hope is to serve as
a potential model for a national approach to these issues.
An so I would like to use my message this issue to explain
how we can do a better job of ensuring Judaism’s future in
America.

I have grown tired of attending conferences, reading
articles, and participating in discussions regarding the
Jewish future. I've concluded that many policy makers
and major donors of the Jewish community are unable to
identify and solve our problems. The business world has
always been responsive to its customers, thriving by giving
the people what they want. Just because our community is
run by non-profits does not prevent us from seeking to be a
prophet-making venture.

One of the ISJL’s biggest and most successful ventures
has been our effort to create a culture change in the way
the American Jewish community educates its children. In
the aftermath of the 1990 and 2000 National Jewish Popula-
tion Surveys, which found rising rates of unaffiliation and
intermarriage, our tendency has been to point the finger at
our education system. And yet, the 2010 survey will pre-
dictably disappoint people since not much will change as
we continue to throw dollars at the symptoms rather than
the solutions. In the last three years, the Institute has spent
over $750,000 to develop and revise our curriculum, which
seeks to provide a common body of Jewish knowledge. We
understand that the large majority of Jewish children in
America will have only a weekly Sunday School experi-
ence to receive their Jewish education. These schools are
taught by dedicated and hard working, though largely
untrained, teachers. Even in large congregations, once you
move beyond the layer of professional religious school
directors, most teachers have no special training.

Still, our movers and shakers and policy makers
fail to accept this reality. Many like to complain about
the current state of Jewish education, but most have
offered no new approach. The Institute has looked at the
problem and acted. We just did it. We gathered a diverse,
trans-denominational team and produced, delivered, and
revised a comprehensive spiraled curriculum with weekly
lesson plans that benefits both teachers and students. We
train our region’s largely volunteer teachers during our
annual education conference. Our Itinerant Educators
work closely with the wonderful local people who give
their time and energy to teach their children. We under-
stand that their time is limited, and so our curriculum
enables these teachers to focus on delivering the informa-
tion rather than also having to devise it. We celebrate the
teachers who are often so maligned by the system. Our
curriculum represents a starting point with no denomina-
tional bias. We do not advocate the number of days that
Rosh Hashanah should be celebrated. We are proud that
our curriculum is being used by congregations represent-
ing several different denominations.

Our ultimate goal is to produce a national culture
change, inspired by the secular world. Right now, there
are educational standards in math, science, English and
history that high school students around the country have
to meet to be accepted into college. Can you imagine how
far along Jewish education would be today if decades
ago we had decided to follow suit and created minimum
standards for religious schools? We are wrong for not
borrowing this concept for our children. This need
not be a “one size fits all” solution. Communities could
always offer additional enrichment, but those in small
congregations would have the same basic starting point
as anyone else. The results of the 1990 and 2000 Jewish
population studies should be enough to wake us up to the
need for real culture change. We should demand this of
our leadership.

(continued on page 5)




Two Thumbs Up for 2005
JewisH CINEMA SOUTH!

The 5" Annual Jewish Cinema South wrapped
another great year. Jackson, Montgomery, Mobile and Vir-
ginia Tech all enjoyed great films and large crowds. The
festivals were also filled with guest speakers, receptions,
and intelligent discussion. Our thanks to everyone who
supported Jewish Cinema South, especially BellSouth.
The organizers are a vital part of your community, so be
sure to thank each of them when you see them! As our
2005 partners can attest, Jewish Cinema South can make
a big difference in your community by using films of the
Jewish experience to create educational opportunities for
interfaith dialogue and bridge building.

Whether you have been a part of our network
from the beginning, or in your first year, you are helping
us to promote quality cultural programming throughout
the South. Is your community interested in hosting a
festival? It's easier than you think! Join us in Jackson on
February 20 -22, 2006 as we plan for the 6" Annual Jewish
Cinema South. Contact Holly Lange for further details:
(601) 362-6357; lange@isjl.org.

1 Right: Marsha Orange, Jo Anne Rousso, and Sandi Stern of
Montgomery get into the 50°s spirit for the film “Hitmakers: The
Teens that Stole Pop Music.” Photo courtesy of Jo Anne Rousso.

2 Right: (top): Ellen Alexander, Cheryl Katz, Lynda Yule
(bottom): Mindy Humphrey, and Betsy Samuels prepare for the
crowds at the ticket table in Jackson. Photo by Donald Yule.

3 Right: (I tor): Virginia Tech festival organizer Sue Kurtz,
NASA engineer Donner Grigsby, Hillel student Mariah Clarke,
and shuttle astronaut Charles Camarda after the viewing of
“Columbia: The Tragic Loss.”

4 Right: (I to r): Howard Katz, Cheryl Katz, Marion Blumenthal
Lazan, the subject of the film “Marion’s Triumph,” and
Nathaniel Lazan in Jackson. Photo by Donald Yule.

5 Right: (I tor): Rickie Voit; Dr. Donald Berry, Education
Director of the Alabama Holocaust Commission; Marion
Blumenthal Lazan; Sally Berry; and Barry Silverman at the
showing of “Marion’s Triumph” in Mobile.

6 Right: (I tor): Lisa Palmer, Nina Mabry, and Jennifer Tucker
wow the audience with their rendition of “Going to the Chapel”
before the Jackson screening of “Hitmakers.” Photo by Donald
Yule.

Below: Students from Hillel at Virginia Tech enjoy the bagels
and grits brunch before the showing of “Shalom Y'all.”




Message from Rabbi Debra Kassoff
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Photo by Alec
Kassoff.

Members of
Biloxi's Congrega-
tion Beth Israel
celebrate Simchat
Torah at the
Keesler Air Force
Base chapel in the
aftermath of Hur-
ricane Katrina.

Dr. Charles Kimball, a renowned scholar of Middle
East affairs and author of When Religion Becomes Evil, has
a list that he calls “The Five Warning Signs of Corrup-
tion in Religion.” In it, he suggests that when a religion
begins (1) to make absolute truth claims, (2) to demand
blind obedience of their members, (3) to glorify an ideal-
ized age (past or future) at the expense of concern for
the present, (4) to invoke religiously motivated ends as
justification for even the most depraved of means, or (5)
to declare Holy War—watch out.

Lately, it seems that wherever we look, we see these
warning signs proliferating around us. From suicide
bombers to “right-to-lifers” who murder abortion provid-
ers to Jewish fanatics who open fire in mosques and label
those who support peace talks with the Palestinians as
“enemies of Israel,” all around us, we find manifesta-
tions of religious tyranny encroaching upon our sense
of civility, our sense of safety, our freedoms. Those of us
who work against such “corruption in religion” may feel
increasingly isolated and at odds with prevailing cultural
currents.

Yet, even as religious influences in politics and me-
dia often seem to be tending toward darkness, we have
recently witnessed in our region repeated examples of a
countervailing trend.

Hurricane Katrina, and the devastation in its wake,
unleashed a tsunami of privately donated aid, ranging
from money to housing to volunteer labor—ministers of
comfort who provided not only meals and beds, but also
companionship and counsel for individuals and families
who had, in many cases, lost everything but their lives.
Where did this aid come from? Who organized the shel-
ters, the donations, the volunteers? Overwhelmingly it
was the faith community: churches and synagogues and
mosques and other religiously motivated individuals and
congregations, giving with unprecedented generosity,
most often without concern for the religious identifica-
tion of the recipients.

Out of the muck of Katrina crawled charlatans and
quacks, to be sure, along with Pat Robertson’s predict-
ably outrageous pronouncements of divine wrath. But

there emerged, as well, a silent majority of religious folk
who did not wish to dictate the beliefs or behaviors of
others, but rather saw in the storm’s survivors human
beings like themselves, children of God in desperate
need. This brand of religion has no use for Holy War,
instead building bridges of love and friendship to span
boundaries of religious and racial difference, connecting
those who could help with those who needed it.

Of the communities I serve, Katrina affected Biloxi
the most. I had the privilege of joining that congregation
late in October for Simchat Torah, our annual celebration
of Torah, when we rejoice in concluding one reading cy-
cle and beginning another. The city still largely in ruins;
Beach Boulevard/U.S. 90 reduced to a sandy lane open
only to “official” traffic; check-points staffed by armed,
uniformed military personnel; the synagogue building
battered, flooded, and stripped of it brick fagade; Beth
Israel of Biloxi nevertheless was determined to observe
the holy days of the season as a community. When they
looked for a temporary home, they found it—first in one
of the chapels at Keesler Air Force Base, later at a Meth-
odist church that had escaped major storm damage. On
Yom Kippur, the president of the congregation told me,
the commander of the base came to services to extend a
personal welcome to the members of Beth Israel. At the
Methodist church, the host congregation made arrange-
ments to remove or cover crosses and other Christian
imagery during Beth Israel’s worship services, the better
to honor their guests.

AsThave traveled around the region in the months
before and after Katrina and its less notorious stepsis-
ters Rita and Wilma, I have encountered numerous acts
of interfaith cooperation and kindness, and not only
under circumstances of extreme duress. In Vicksburg,
Mississippi, the congregation participated in a second
annual interfaith Thanksgiving service with neighboring
Episcopal churches that included a donation drive for
the local food bank. In Fort Smith, Arkansas, the con-
gregation hosted a Saturday afternoon program entitled
“Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About Juda-
ism But Were Afraid to Ask,” and drew an audience of
fifty friendly and curious individuals from among civic
leaders and area churches—including the city’s mayor.
Temple Shalom in Lafayette, Louisiana has participated
in a pulpit exchange with the church across the street for
several years—and the list goes on.

Perhaps even more important than what happens
in times of emergency are these relationships built on the
ordinary days, giving us opportunities to share contrast-
ing views and differing beliefs with our neighbors of all
faiths in a relaxed and respectful manner. Interfaith proj-
ects and programs offer congregations of all sizes, in all
communities, a chance to participate in one of the most
important debates of our time, and to have an impact on
its outcome: is religion a vehicle for authoritarianism, or
can it help us to achieve a world in which we enjoy the
free exchange of ideas? Will it devolve, in the words of
Charles Kimball, into a vehicle for destruction and evil,
or will it ultimately lead us on multiple paths to peace,
justice, and enlightenment?



Grumbacher Shares His Story Across the South

Over the past few years, Rabbi Peter Grumbacher has
logged thousands of miles traveling the South. In 2003, he
took a sabbatical from his current position as Senior Rabbi
at Congregation Beth Emeth in Wilmington, Delaware and
began visiting congregations throughout the East and the
South speaking about the Holocaust and tolerance.

As a child of a Holocaust survivor, Rabbi Grumbacher
has told the story of his father’s journey many times. His
father was arrested in 1938 and kept in custody at the
Dachau concentration camp. By some miracle, he walked
Rabbi Grumbacher  ©ut of Dachau in 1943 and immediately came to the United
States. After reaching this country, he enlisted and returned
to fight in the European Theater of World War II. After
such bravery, Rabbi Grumbacher’s father received several
medals and national recognition. Rabbi Grumbacher has
been able to tell this story to diverse groups, often address-
ing interfaith audiences, using these lessons as a tool for
interfaith dialogue. He encourages younger members of
the audience to talk with older members of their families,
probing their histories. Rabbi Grumbacher points out, “The
experiences of your grandparents and theirs is as much
a part of you as is their DNA!” Grumbacher has found

a warm welcome with each community he has visited.

In February 2005 he spoke in Lake Charles, Louisiana,

and unbeknownst to him, the mayor was in attendance.
Grumbacher was greatly touched by the city’s welome,
recalling, “the mayor offered me a key to the city and gave
me a certificate proclaiming me an honorary citizen of
Lake Charles!”

This inspiring story has been told to communities
throughout the South, including Huntsville, Mobile, Flor-
ence, Auburn and Montgomery, Alabama; Mandeville, Al-
exandria, Lafayette, Lake Charles and Monroe, Louisiana;
Biloxi, Natchez, and Vicksburg, Mississippi; McGehee and
Fort Smith, Arkansas; Atlanta and Macon, Georgia; and
Pensacola, Florida among others. Most recently he spoke
in Gadsden, Alabama; Baton Rouge and Shreveport,
Louisiana, and Whitwell, Tennessee, the town featured in
the documentary, Paper Clips. Rabbi Grumbacher will be
returning to the South in the spring for yet another speak-
ing tour. The ISJL is excited to coordinate his engagements
in the South. If you would be interested in having Rabbi
Grumbacher speak to your community, contact Neola
Young at (601) 362-6357; nyoung@isjl.org.

(Matzoh Ball Gumbo— continued from page 1)

Jewish cooking in the American South” by renowned
cookbook author Joan Nathan, mixes historical analysis
and family memories, and even has mouth-watering
recipes at the end of each chapter.

On February 24" Marcie will speak at Beth Israel
Congregation in Jackson, Mississippi at 7:30 pm. On
Saturday, February 25%, she will be in Greenwood,
Mississippi at Dancing Rabbit Books at 6 pm. On Sunday,
February 26%, Ferris will travel to Meridian, Mississippi,
where she will speak at Union Station at 1:30 pm. Co-
sponsors include the Mississippi Humanities Council,
Beth Israel Congregation, Meridian Jewish Welfare Fund,
Congregation Ahavath Rayim, and Dancing Rabbit Books.

Raised in Blytheville, Arkansas, Ferris was the first
project director of the Museum of the Southern Jewish
Experience. She later received her Ph.D. in American
Studies from George Washington University. She is
currently the associate director of the Carolina Center
for Jewish Studies and assistant professor of American
studies at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
She is a board member of the Southern Jewish Historical

Society and the Vice President
of the Southern
Foodways Alliance.
The Southern
States Jewish Literary
Series seeks to bring
leading authors and
scholars to the region
to discuss the southern
Jewish experience. In
November, the IS]L
sponsored a literary series
with Eli Evans in Little Rock,
Hot Springs, and Bentonville,
Arkansas. In December,
Stephen Whitfield spoke in
Jackson and Chattanooga,
Tennessee. The ISJL is planning
a future literary tour with Marcie ~ Cohen Ferris in
Alabama in May. See our website (www.isjl.org) for more
details, or contact the Institute at (601) 362-6357.

(Message from the Institute President —continued from page 1)

Why does the Jewish community have a system that
requires each congregation to develop its own curricu-
lum? Why are the movements and major funders focusing
a disproportionate amount of resources on the tiny
minority who attend day schools? What proportion of
local community donations are going toward day schools
rather than working to revamp weekly religious school by
encouraging communities with multiple congregations to
come together for a community-wide approach?

We will continue to fail if we maintain the status quo.
We are so good as a community at not really address-
ing what ails us. Why do we continue to be shocked

and surprised at the results of the population studies

each decade? Why do many major funders continue to
throw dollars at ideas that are generated within their own
foundations and in turn make it almost impossible for true
innovation to see the light of day? Innovation is not dress-
ing up old ineffective practices in new packaging. If we
want different outcomes then we have to act dif-
ferently. There are many other examples and
I would be delighted in responding
to specifics if you write me at
hart@isjl.org.




Catastrophe & Exile:
The Memphis Yellow Fever Outbreak of 1878

by Dr. Stuart Rockoff, Director, IS]L History Department

Memphis had

a population of
40,000 people in
1870, when this
map was drawn.
Its population
would sharply
decline over the
next decade due
to the yellow fever
epidemics of 1873
and 1878. Photo
courtesy of Library
of Congress, Ge-
ography and Map
Division.

In August of 2005, Hurricane Katrina ravaged Loui-
siana and the Mississippi Gulf Coast. With the flooding of
New Orleans and destruction of the Gulf Coast, hundreds
of thousands of residents evacuated the region. New
Orleans and Gulf Coast Jews were forced to relocate, as
Jewish communities like Baton Rouge, Houston, Dallas,
Jackson, and Atlanta took in these evacuees. The response
of the southern and the national Jewish community to this
natural disaster has been tremendous. Many have called
this humanitarian crisis and mass evacuation unprec-
edented. And indeed, one would search in vain through
recent history to find an event with the same demographic
impact on one area of the country. But in the 19* century
South, natural disaster coupled with mass evacuation was
not unusual.

In the 1870s, the Deep South was plagued by periodic
outbreaks of yellow fever. This horrible disease had long
been a scourge in the United States, especially in its port
cities. In 1793, the disease decimated Philadelphia, then
the nation’s capital, as most wealthier citizens fled, leaving
the city’s poor to the dreaded “yellow jack.” Lack of sci-
entific understanding fueled these outbreaks. The leading
doctor in Philadelphia, Benjamin Rush, thought the fever
had come from a batch of spoiled coffee from a ship in the
harbor. It was not until 1900 that Walter Reed proved that
yellow fever was spread solely by mosquitoes. So during
the outbreaks of the 1870s, people were not sure what
caused it. Some argued it came from an organism that
permeated the air and was breathed into the lungs; other
doctors claimed that it came from poor sanitation and
primitive sewage systems. Most everyone thought it was
contagious, so the most common response to an outbreak
was evacuation and quarantine.

As a trading port on the Mississippi River, Memphis
experienced cholera and yellow fever outbreaks in the an-
tebellum period. But nothing prepared them for the size
and scope of the yellow fever epidemics of 1873 and 1878.
In 1873, the disease spread upriver from New Orleans,

LAMENTED DEAD

Yellow Fever Epishomes

Rabbi Max Samfield remained in the city throughout the epi-
demics of 1873 and 1878 to help minister to the sick and bury
the dead. Photo courtesy of Temple Israel Archives.

killing 2,000 people in Memphis alone, including 94 Jews.
But even this devastation paled in comparison to the out-
break five years later. In July of 1878, New Orleans saw
the rise of cases of yellow fever. The mayor of Memphis
announced a quarantine against boats and trains from
New Orleans and Natchez in an attempt to ward off the
disease. Despite these efforts, the disease worked its way
northward. On August 23, Memphis officially declared
an epidemic, though hundreds of residents had already
died.

When the first cases were reported in Memphis,
panic ensued, as people evacuated the city any way they
could. Every train out of the city was packed with people
trying to flee the fever. Within three days, 20,000 white
people had left, including most of its Jewish population.
Jewish business owners closed their stores and left with
their families as virtually all economic activity in the city
ceased. People wanted to flee as soon as possible because
once word of the outbreak spread, neighboring towns and
cities would institute a quarantine against people from
Memphis. Some who tried to flee to other cities were
turned back by armed men. Memphis had 45,000 people
before the 1878 outbreak. Only 19,000 remained in the
city during the epidemic, 5,000 of which died. Many of
the victims were poor Irish immigrants. The local Catho-
lic diocese lost 2,000 parishioners, 13 priests, and 30 nuns.
The plague ravaged throughout the extended hot summer
of 1878, ending only with the first frost in the middle of
October.

The city’s new Jewish congregation, Children of
Israel, which had been founded in 1854, buried 78 people
in its cemetery during the epidemic of 1878, including
Theobold Folz, one its original founders. One of the
survivors was Rabbi Max Samfield, who remained in the
city throughout the epidemics of 1873 and 1878. During
the worst of the outbreak, Rabbi Samfield ministered to
the sick, brought comfort to the bereaved, and buried the
dead of all races and religions. Nathan Mencken was not
as lucky. After sending his wife out of the city, Mencken



stayed to care for the sick. He later contracted the disease
and died.

The comparatively small number of Jewish deaths
reflects Jews’ economic position in the city. As merchants,
most Jews had the economic means to flee the city, and
the regional contacts to find a place for an extended stay.
Certainly, kinship, religious, and economic ties with Jews
in other cities helped them to evacuate Memphis. When
Charles Wessolowsky, a regional organizer for the B'nai
B'rith, traveled to St. Louis, he found many Jews from
Memphis and Mississippi who had fled the yellow fever
outbreak. In moving to the gateway city, Jews were fol-
lowing an established pattern, as over 6,000 Memphians
had moved upriver to St. Louis. Jews in St. Louis took in
their refugee brethren. The local Young Men's Hebrew
Association held a fundraiser for the yellow fever suf-
ferers of Memphis. Many Memphis Jews became a part
of the community. A. Franklin, who had fled Memphis,
became an active part of St. Louis’ Congregation Sheeres
Israel, receiving a gold-headed cane from them in appre-
ciation of his help leading services.

National Jewish organizations, though they were far
more limited than today, also did their part. B'nai B'rith
chapters around the country helped settle refugees and

raised money for the fever sufferers. Young Jews who
were orphaned during the outbreak were taken in by the
Jewish Orphans Homes in New Orleans and Cleveland.
During the 1873 outbreak, American Jews sent $60,000 to
the plagued region.

The Jewish community of Memphis suffered a
tremendous blow. Most of the Jews who fled the city in
1878 did not return. Memphis had 2,100 Jews before the
outbreak, and only 300 after it was over. The city was in
economic shambles, with the state revoking its charter
and taking over management of the city. Most Jewish
merchants felt there was greater economic opportunity
and less of a health risk elsewhere. Congregation Chil-
dren of Israel suffered a financial crisis due to a drop in
membership, and was unable to pay its rabbi. Amazingly,
considering the city’s devastation, the congregation soon
rebounded, building a new synagogue by 1884.

Today, in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, the
Jewish community has once again responded to a natural
disaster, taking in Jewish evacuees and raising money for
storm victims of all religious backgrounds. If history is
any indication, the Jewish communities of New Orleans
and the Gulf Coast will once again reemerge and flourish
thanks in part to support from Jews around the country.

In recognition of the ISJL’s effort to preserve the
legacy of Jewish life in the South, the White House invited
History Department Director Dr. Stuart Rockoff to attend
its annual Chanukah party on December 6%. In addition
to hobnobbing with such guests as Jay Stein of SteinMart
and Houston Astros catcher Brad Ausmus, Stuart and his
wife Susan got a chance to meet the President and First
Lady. On September 14%, Dr. Rockoff and Institute Presi-
dent Macy B. Hart attended the National Dinner in Honor
of 350 Years of Jewish Life in America. The IS]L was one
of a select number of Jewish organizations invited to send
representatives to the dinner, at which President George
W. Bush was the keynote speaker.

On November 26th, the New York Times published a
feature on ISJL Rabbi Debra Kassoff and the work of the
Rabbinic Services Department. To read the article, go to
the ISJL website: www.isjl.org.

ISJL Gaining National Recognition

ISJL Katrina Relief Fund Established

As the recovery effort continues in New Orleans and
along the Gulf Coast, we remain committed to helping
our neighbors in this time of rebuilding and renewing.
The ISJL has created a separate relief fund to help with
this long-term process. All of the donations to the fund
will go directly to hurricane relief. If you would like to
contribute, please send your contribution to the ISJL,
made payable to the ISJL Katrina Relief Fund, P. O. Box
16528, Jackson, MS 39236.

Congregation Beth Israel in Biloxi.



“Bagels & Grits” Across the USA

Photos by
Bill Aron.

The Museum of the Southern Jewish Experience has
had a busy year with its exhibit “Bagels & Grits” traveling
across the United States. The exhibit uses twenty black
and white photographs with accompanying text panels to
explore Jewish life in the Deep South. In 2005, “Bagels &
Grits” was exhibited in Kansas City, Richmond, Virginia,
New Rochelle, New York, Bates College in Lewiston,

Maine, and Millsaps College in Jackson, Mississippi.

Bill Aron’s photographs, currently enjoying a three-
month run at Temple Israel in New Rochelle, have now
been seen by thousands of people all over the country.
The images depict various areas of southern Jewish life,
ranging from sacred spaces, such as the Port Gibson
gravestone of Leopold Levy, to community as depicted in
the picture of fried chicken night at Henry S. Jacobs camp.
The Levy gravestone, with its backwards and upside
down Hebrew lettering, testifies to the difficulty of main-
taining traditional Jewish practices in isolated regions of
the South. While many photographs depict the heart-
breaking reality of dwindling communities, as seen in the
“Changing Faces” section with images of synagogues that
are now hardware stores or private homes, there are many
photos that portray the flourishing of southern Jewish life.
“Bagels & Grits” documents not only the history of Jews
in the South, but also their present and future. The exhibit
will continue to travel and is available after March 2006.
If you wish to inquire about showing the exhibit, please
contact Neola Young via email: nyoung@isjl.org or by
telephone: (601) 362-6357.

Travel the South as an
ISJL Education Fellow

As the ISJL Education Program continues to grow,
we are looking for two new Education Fellows. The
Education Fellowship is an opportunity to get involved
in a variety of aspects of Jewish communal life. Based
in Jackson, fellows travel throughout the South, visiting
congregations to assist with the implementation of the ISJL
religious school curriculum. Fellows also lead a variety
of community programs. Fellows gain extraordinary
experience serving a diversity of congregations and
communities. Be a part of raising the level of Jewish
education in the South with this full-time, two-year
position. The complete job description can be found at
our website, www.isjl.org. If you or someone you know
is interested in the fellowship, contact the Institute at (601)
362-6357; information@isjl.org.

ISJL Receives
Major Foundation Grants

The ISJL is pleased to announce two major founda-
tion grants to support its innovative programming. Natan
awarded $25,000 to the ISJL Education Department to
fund one two-year education fellowship. Natan is made
up of young Jewish philanthropists who seek to fund
cutting-edge solutions to the crucial problems of Jewish
life. The ISJL also received $240,000 from an anonymous
foundation to support the work of the Rabbinic Services
Department. As the Institute expands to meet its mission,
we are gratified by these significant votes of confidence
shown by major funders.

How do you get a bunch of
religious school teachers and
principals info a room?

Tell them it's time

for the ISJL Education Conference
and that they will have opportunities to
hear from nationally known speakers,
network, gain valuable resources and
skills that can be implemented in their

religious school ... and that it's at a

casino resort,

Don’t miss
“Go and Teach”

A workshop for Religious School
Educators Using the ISJL Curriculum

Sunday, June 25" -
Tuesday, June 27™", 2006

Pearl River Resort,
Choctaw, MS

For more information email:
information@isjl.org or visit our
website, www.isjl.org




2005 was another good year for the Institute. Total
donations and the number of those who have given both
grew. We had 860 donors and raised a total of $519,361 in
our annual campaign. While we are pleased with this prog-
ress, we are still striving to increase the number of annual
givers and gifts. Many of you have helped plant the seeds.
If you have been a part of the grassroots effort, consider in-
creasing your gift. If you have never given to the Institute,
we hope you consider giving. The Institute has come into
existence strictly from individuals and foundations.

There are many opportunities to be a part of the
Institute’s success. Giving means that we can continue
to develop cultural programs for your community to
enjoy. Giving means our rabbi might visit a new com-
munity. Giving means our museum collection increases its
permanent pieces. Giving means funding fellowships that
bring the best and brightest students to the South. While
it isn’t always about money; it is money that creates these
important programs within the Institute from which we
are all the beneficiaries. We can expand our programs only
if we can increase the number of annual givers.

We have reviewed our numbers from 2005 and have
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5300,000

Annual Campaign Goals
Flease Join Us!

How Do We Get There From Here?

set our goals for 2006 annual gifts.

Reaching these goals will help make the ISJL finan-
cially stable. We hope to achieve a $17.5 million endow-
ment while we continue to search for major donors to
endow various chairs and programs within the Institute.
We hope you will be a part of our future. Together, we
will get there!

We are everywhere!

On the heels of a successful event in New York,
the ISJL Board and staff are busy planning receptions in
Atlanta, Dallas and Houston for the spring of 2006. These
visits will serve to update communities on the work of the
Institute, our plans for the future, and how everyone can
support our efforts.

But we won't stop there! We would love to come
to your community to share our story. Whether it's a
reception to introduce the Institute, a talk featuring ISJL
Historian Dr. Stuart Rockoff, a stop on the Southern States
Literary Series, or a visit with community leaders, we'll
be there. Please contact Holly Lange at the ISJL, (601)
362-6357 (lange@isjl.org) if you are interested in attending,
organizing or hosting an event.

5360,000

35100-5500

$501-51,000

Rabbi Debra Kassoff Day
in Fort Smith

Mayor Ray Baker of Fort Smith, Arkansas, presents Rabbi
Debra Kassoff with honorary citizenship, a Key to the Frontier,
and a proclamation declaring December 17", 2005, “Rabbi
Debra Kassoff Day” in Fort Smith. President Shannon Blatt of
the United Hebrew Congregation looks on.




2005 ISJL Contributions

The 2005 ISJL Annual Campaign has been a great success. We are pleased to report that the number of donors to the Institute is at an all time
high. Within Circa, you can see our success and feel the positive impact that we are having across the South. Your contribution will ensure
that we can continue to move forward with these exciting programs.

With great appreciation, the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life extends gracious thanks to all those who have
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made contributions between January 1, 2005 and December 31, 2005 to support the mission of the ISJL.

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Abroms

Mrs. Walter Berman

Ms. Susan B. Boshwit

Mr. & Mrs. Manny Crystal

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Davidson
Deer Creek Foundation

Ilene Engel

North Louisiana Jewish Federation
Mr. & Mrs. ]. M. Fried, Jr.

Advanced Microsytems, Inc.

Mrs. John Asher

Delta Jewish Open Golf Tournament
Mr. Ian Arnof

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Cohen

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cooper

Mr. & Mrs. Marty Davidson

Mr. & Mrs. Richard K. De Scherer
M.N. Davidson Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. David Elgart

Mr. & Mrs. Eli Evans

Mr. & Mrs. Terry Finn

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Fraenkel

Mr. Francis Fraenkel

Mr. & Mrs. Lowell J. Friedman

Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Fox, Sr.

Barbara Lubin Goldsmith Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Carl Goodman

Mr. & Mrs. Ellis Hart

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hillman

$100,000+
The Covenant Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel M. Edelman
Goldring Family Foundation
Righteous Persons Foundation

Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation
Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation

Woldenberg Foundation

$10,000 - $99,999

AMSkier Agency Insurance - Amiee, Jeffrey, Henry Skier

David Berg Foundation
birthright israel

Eugene M. and Emily Grant Family Foundation

Mr. Ed Grauman

Ronne and Donald Hess Foundation

The Kentor Company

Seth Sprague Educational and Charitable Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Stein
M.B. & Edna Zale Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999

Mr. & Mrs. Macy B. Hart

Charles and Esther Kimerling Foundation

- Deborah Kimerling Schneider
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Lamensdorf
Dr. & Mrs. Julius Levy, Jr.
Mr. Charles L. Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. David Mink
Mr. & Mrs. Rusty Palmer
Rosenzweig-Schloss Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999

Mr. & Mrs. Marcus Hirsch

Dr. & Mrs. Howard Hurtig

Jewish Federation of Greater New
Orleans

Dr. & Mrs. Edward Karotkin

Mr. Justin Kawaler

Mr. Michael Z. Kay

Kirschner Trusts

Larisa Thomason & Philip Kirshtein

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Klinger

Mr. & Mrs. Rollins Koppel

Dr. & Mrs. Hugh Lamensdorf

Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Lassen

Dr. Richard Levine

Rabbi Seth Limmer

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Lippman

Ambassador John L. Loeb, Jr.

Alan, Jackie, and Josh Luria

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Malkin

Mr. & Mrs. Peter L. Malkin

Dr. & Mrs. Robert S. Sadoff

Steven H. and Alida Brill Scheuer
Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. David Solomon

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Solomon

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Stein, Jr.

Ms. Mary Ann Sternberg

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Tanenbaum

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Weinrib

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Malkin

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Marsiglia

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Meyer, Jr.

Mrs. Julie Grant Meyer

Mrs. Susan Miller

Dr. Jonathan and Betty Millman

Mr. & Mrs. Mayer Mitchell

Dr. & Mrs. Al Mushlin

Mr. Henry Paris

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Pasternack, Jr.

James Rosen Charitable Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Rotenstreich

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Sandler

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Scheuer

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Stern

Dr. & Mrs. Samuel R. Tarica
Tri-Cities Jewish Federated Charities
Dr. & Mrs. Ralph Vance, Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. David A. Weiss

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Weiss



$500 - $999

Mr. Homer Adler

Mr. Stephen B. Alderman

Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Allen

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Barish

Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Berenson

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Berman

Beth Israel Sisterhood, Jackson,
MS

Dr. & Mrs. Leslie R. Burson

Dr. & Mrs. Carmel Cohen

Melanie & Will Dann

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Engel

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Fefferman

Mr. & Mrs. Bert Fischel

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gibian

Mrs. Lila Teich Gold

Ms. Cynthia Kristin-Graham
and Mark Graham

Ms. Julianne D. Grundfest

Mrs. Joseph Haspel, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Heaster

Mr. & Mrs. William D. Hess

Carl F. Hicks

Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Kahn, Jr.

Leo Kayser, III

Mr. & Mrs. Sol Kimerling

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Klein

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Kline, II

Mr. & Mrs. Ira M. Kohn

Dr. & Mrs. Harold Kolodney

Mr. & Mrs. Cary A. Koplin

Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Lisner

Dr. & Mrs. Steve Liverman

Mrs. Richard Lowenburg

Lawrence M. Magdovitz

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Malkin

Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Marx

Mr. & Mrs. Jay P. Mayesh

Meridian Jewish Welfare Fund

Mrs. William A. Mosow

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Orgel

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Pereles

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Pfeifer, 111

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis B. Pollak, Sr.

Dr. & Mrs. Mark Posner

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Preis

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Raphael

Mr. & Mrs. David Reinauer

Mr. & Mrs. Ricky Rosenberg

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin G. Rotenberg

Dr. Robert Roubey & Ms. Lisa
Brachman

Lafe Solomon & Catherine
Crockett

Stoller Family Charitable Lead
Annuity Trust

Steven Strauss

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Van der
Linden

Gerald Werfel

Kenny Zadeck

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Zeidman

$100 - $499

Mr. & Mrs. Herschel Abelson
Ben Ablon

Dr. & Mrs. Leo Abraham

Family of Florine Abrams

J. Theodore Abrams

David V. Abramson

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond R.
Abramson

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Abroms

Congregation of Adas
Yeshurun, Aiken, SC

Dr. & Mrs. Carl Adatto

Dr. & Mrs. Joel M. Adler

Richard M. Adler

Rabbi Stephanie Alexander &
Rabbi Aaron Sherman

All Kinds Blintzes Press - J. Joel
Farber & Bruce Kellner

Doug Allen

Mr. & Mrs. Mel Altschul

Dr. & Mrs. David Altshuler

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Ames

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Anderson

Temple Anshe Emeth
Sisterhood, Pine Bluff, AR

Temple Anshe Emeth, Pine
Bluff, AR

Ms. Lauren Antler

Doctors Bill & Isa Aron

Mrs. Aaron Aronov

Ms. Jan Aronson

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Arst

Mr. & Mrs. George Asch

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Asher

Dr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Axelrod

Temple B'nai Israel, Oklahoma
City, OK

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Back

Mr. & Mrs. Joe M. Badt

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Baer

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley F. Baker

Rabbi & Mrs. Jeffrey L. Ballon

Dr. & Mrs. William M. Bangel

Mr. & Mrs. James Banks

Ms. Clay H. Barr

Mr. & Mrs. Morris Bart, I1I

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Barth

Dr. & Mrs. David Barton

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Barton

Mr. & Mrs. Joe H. Barton

Dr. & Mrs. David Bauman

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Bauman, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Leo Bearman, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. John Beckmann

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Behrendt

Dr. & Mrs. A. M. Bell

Sharon L. Bell & Fred
Zimmerman

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Beller

Mr. Jack Belz

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome E. Benjamin

Mrs. Joyce Cohen Benjamin

Mrs. Bernard Bennett

Dr. Joan Berger

Dr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Bergman

Ms. Celia L. Berk

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Berkeley

Mr. & Mrs. David Berler

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Berlin

Mrs. Arthur Berman

Karen Kaplan & Marshall
Berman

Mark D. Berson

Congregation Beth El, Missouri
City, TX

Temple Beth Or Religious
School, Montgomery, AL

Congregation Beth Shalom,
Auburn, AL

Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Billings

Mrs. Bernard Bindursky

Ms. Barbara Binswanger

Rabbi Richard J. Birnholz

Mr. & Mrs. Allan Bissinger

Kim Blass and Gray Kelly

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Bleyer

Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Blitzer, Jr.

Rabbi P. Irving & Pat Bloom

Mr. & Mrs. Julian Bloom

Mr. & Mrs. Stan Bloom

Dr. & Mrs. Alan Blum

Ms. Janice R. Blumberg

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Blumenfeld

Mr. & Mrs. Donald L.
Blumenthal

Mr. Stephen Bodzin

Mr. & Mrs. Buck Boshwit

Mr. Joseph W. Boston

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Botnick

Dr. & Mrs. Harold Brandt

Mr. & Mrs. William Braunig, Jr.

Anne Brener

Henry L. Brenner

Mrs. Miriam Brillman

Dr. & Mrs. Alan Brodsky

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Brody

Dr. & Mrs. Maury Bronstein

Mr. & Mrs. Julian Brook

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Brook

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur T. Brooks

Mrs. Saul Brooks

Mr. & Mrs. Milton L. Brown

Mr. Richard Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Isidor Brucker

Ms. Janet Brueck

Mr. & Mrs. Larry W. Buck

Mrs. Adele Lander Burke

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Burson

Mrs. Leon Burson

Mr. & Mrs. A. L. Cahn

Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Cahn

Ms. Susan R. Calman

Mitchell Cantor

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Cantor

Mr. & Mrs. Eli Capilouto

Mr. & Mrs. David Caplan

Dr. & Mrs. Morris N. Capouya

Dr. & Mrs. Ralph E. Capouya

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Carp

Mr. & Mrs. William E. Carroll

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Chapman

Mr. Allen E. Cohen

Mr. Barton P. & Dr. Mary D.
Cohen

Dr. Bernard A. Cohen

Mr. David R. Cohen

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Cohen

Mr. Eliot Cohen

Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Cohen

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Cohen

Mr. Raymond E. Cohen

Mrs. Shirlee Cohen

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Cohn

Mr. & Mrs. Seymour Cohn

Mrs. Aubrey Cohn

Mr. Dan Cohn

Dr. & Mrs. Isidore Cohn, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Seymour Cohn

United Hebrew Congregation, Ft.
Smith, AR

Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Cooper

Jonathan Coopersmith

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Coopersmith

Mr. & Mrs. Gregg Costa

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Cotton

Mr. & Mrs. David S. Crane

Dr. & Mrs. John Crews

Mr. Jack Cristil

Rabbi Darryl Crystal

Mr. Gerald Crystal

Rodney Cummings

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Cusnier

Mrs. Ernest Dampf

Dr. & Mrs. C. Ralph Daniel, I1I

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Davis

Ms. Vera Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Neil Deininger

Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon Diamond

Dr. Wilma C. Diner

Mr. Jeff & Rabbi Lucy Dinner

Ms. Melanie Dobel

Mr. & Mrs. Allan Donn

Mrs. Harryette Anne Duncan

Mr. & Mrs. John Dupaquier

Mr. & Mrs. Woods E. Eastland

Dr. & Mrs. Ike Eberstein

Dr. Samuel Eichold

Mr. & Mrs. David Eidelman

Joel Einhorn

Dr. & Mrs. Louis Jacob Elsas, I

Mr. & Mrs. William H. Elson, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Ember

Ms. Betty England

Mr. Mervyn Epsman

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Epstein

William D. Epstein

Congregation Etz Chaim,
Bentonville, AR

Etz Chayim Synagogue,
Huntsville, AL

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fain

Rabbi Randall M. Falk

Mrs. Herbert P. Feibelman, Jr.

Mr. Arnold Feinstein

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Feller

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Felt

Mr. Sam Feltenstein

Dr. Craig A. Fenton

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Ferguson, Jr.

Dr. Eugene B. Ferris

Dr. & Mrs. William Ferris

Ms. Dorace M. Fichtenbaum

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fine

Mr. & Mrs. David Finegood

Mr. Arthur Finkelberg

Mrs. Ed Fisch

Ms. Ann C. Fishman

Mr. & Mrs. Norm Flayderman
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Dianne Orkin Footlick

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Form

Mr. Jeffrey Fraenkel

Mrs. Edward Franco

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Frapart

Mrs. Miriam K. Freedman

Mr. & Mrs. Gus Freibaum, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. David B. Fried, Jr.

Sam & Lottie Friedland
Foundation

Mrs. Albert Friedlander

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Friedlander

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Friedlander

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Friedler, Jr.

Mrs. Glen Friedman

Mrs. Harriet Friedman

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Friedman

Mr. & Mrs. Henry L. Friedman

Dr. & Mrs. Howard M.
Friedman

Mr. Richard C. Friedman

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Frisch

Dr. & Mrs. David Frolich

Dr. & Mrs. Marshall Frumin

Ms. Kim Frumin

Mr. & Mrs. Roland Fry

Mr. & Mrs. Randy Galanti

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gartenberg

Rabbi & Mrs. David Gelfand

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Gerache

Mrs. Ira Gershner

Stephane and Alison Gerson

Mrs. Lucille Gilberstadt

Dr. Mark L. Gilberstadt

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Giesberg

Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Gilberg

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Ginsberg

Ms. Carol Ginsburg

Mr. David J. Ginzl

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Glaser

Mr. & Mrs. David Glatstein

Ms. Louise Glickman

Mrs. Ervin Goldberg

Mrs. Melvin Goldberg

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Goldberg

Oscar Goldberg

Mr. & Mrs. William Goldberg

Dr. & Mrs. Paul M. Goldfarb, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Goldin

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Goldin

Dr. Melvin L. Goldin

Dr. & Mrs. Leonard Goldman

Mrs. Gloria Canter Goldman

Mr. & Mrs. Scot Goldsholl

C. Gerald Goldsmith
Foundation, Inc.

Mrs. Betty Allenberg Goldstein

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Goldstein

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon I. Goldstein

Mr. & Mrs. S. James Goldstein

Dr. and Mrs. Martin 1.
Goldstein

Mr. & Mrs. Seyman Goldstein

Mr. & Mrs. Julian Good

Mr. & Mrs. Lou Good, 111

Mrs. Louis Good, Jr.

Dr. & Mrs. Phillip Gorden

Mr. & Mrs. Morton C. Gorden

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen F. Gordon

Mrs. Harold Gotthelf

Mr. Fredric H. Gould

Dr. Robert Graber

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Green

Mrs. Harry Greenberg

Ms. Marla Greenberg

Ms. Ruth Greenstein

Rabbi & Mrs. Micah Greenstein

Dr. & Mrs. Herbert S.
Greenwald, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Greil

Ms. Miriam Grimes

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Grisham

Mr. & Mrs. Milton Grishman

Mrs. Faylese S. Gruber

Rabbi & Mrs. Eric Gurvis

Mr. & Mrs. Maury Gurwitch

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Gutman

Ms. Betty Masur Habshey

Mr. Leonard Hackman

Mr. & Mrs. Carter Hale

Commissioner Dick Hall

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hanan

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice
Handelman

Rabbi Sheldon J. Harr

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Harris

Mr. & Mrs. Carol B. Hart

Mr. Jeffrey Hart

Mrs. Van Hart

Mr. & Mrs. Van Hart, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Van Hart

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Hasson

Hebrew Union Sisterhood,
Greenville, MS

Mark Hefter

Mrs. Robert Heiman

Mrs. Albert Herzog

Dr. & Mrs. Eugene Hesdorffer

Ms. Frances Hess

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Hesslein

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Hiller

Dr. Jeffrey A. & Rabbi Sherre
Hirsch

Mrs. S. Herbert Hirsch

Ms. Jo Ellen Hirsch

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Hirson

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Hirt

Ms. Sue Ellen Hobart

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Hoffman

Michael Honan

Ms. Elizabeth H. Hoover

Dr. & Mrs. Howard Horn

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Horwitz

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Howell

Carson M. Hughes

Mr. & Mrs. Clay Humphrey

Ms. Bonnie Hurtig

Mr. & Mrs. John Hussey, Jr.

Mr. Jerome E. Hyman

Dr. & Mrs. Harris Hyman, III

Dr. & Mrs. Julius E. Isaacson, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. James Isenberg

Ross Jackson

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Jacobs

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Jacobs

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Jacobs

Trudy and Dr. Jerry Jacobson

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Jacobson

Mr. & Mrs. Burt Jaeger

Mr. & Mrs. James B. Jalenak

Mr. & Mrs. L. R. Jalenak, Jr.

Daniel M. Jonas

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Jordan, Jr.

Ms. Barbara Joseph

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Joseph

Mr. & Mrs. Hugo Kahn

Mr. & Mrs. James Kahn

Mrs. Mary Lou Neth Kahn

Rabbi & Mrs. Lewis Kamrass

Dr. & Mrs. Eugene Kanter

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kanter

Mr. Abe Kaplan

Mr. & Mrs. Seth Kaplan

Mr. & Mrs. Milton N. Kassel

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Kaston

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Katz

Mr. & Mrs. Irwin Kaufman

Ms. Margaret S. Kaufman

Ms. Rigel Keffer

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Keisler

Mrs. Dorothy Kelly

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Kent

Mr. & Mrs. David Kessler

Bank of Kilmichael, Kilmichael,
MS

Ms. Esther King

Rabbi & Mrs. David Kirshner

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kittredge

Mr. & Mrs. Jerold Klein

Michael H. Kline and Rabbi
Hava Pell

Mr. & Mrs. Steven C. Kline

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley B. Kline

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Knobler

Mrs. Jay Kochman

Lynn Orkin Koff

Stacey Koff and Margaret
Gilmore

Mr. & Mrs. Herman S.
Kohlmeyer, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Kolchin

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Kole

Drs. Myron & Angela Koltuv

Isaac Konikoff

Mr. & Mrs. S.L. Kopald, Jr.

Dr. Charles R. Kossman

Dr. & Mrs. Kevin Krane

Mr. & Mrs. Ellis Krinitzsky

Ms. Susan Krinsky and Dr.
Hugh Long

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Krinsky

Dr. Robert H. Krupkin

Mr. & Mrs. Paul M. Kurtz

Dr. & Mrs. Alvin M. Labens

Mrs. Harry Labovitz

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Lahasky

Dr. & Mrs. Jacob Lahasky

Dr. & Mrs. Robert E. Lahasky

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Lahasky

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley ]. Lappen

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Larkin

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Latter

Michael H. Laufer

Dr. & Mrs. Edward Lazarus

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Leavitt

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Lederman

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Lehmann

Mr. Albert Leveck

Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Levin

Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Levin

Dr. & Mrs. Ellsworth Levine

Mrs. Jay Levine

Mr. & Mrs. Sumner I. Levine

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Leviton

Mr. & Mrs. Bertram L. Levy

Ms. Carol J. Levy

Mrs. Emma L. Levy

Mr. Charles A. Levy, III

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Levy

Mr. & Mrs. Celian Lewis

Mr. Jay Lewis

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Lewis

Dr. Martin Lewison

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Lichtenfeld

Dr. & Mrs. Phillip L. Lieberman

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis J. Liefer

Mr. John Lippman

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Loeb

Mr. & Mrs. James L. Loeb, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Larry M. Loeb

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald 1. Loeb

Mr. & Mrs. Sam F. Loeb

Mr. & Mrs. William L.
Loewenberg

Ms. Joan G. Looney

Dr. & Mrs. John Loew

Mr. & Mrs. Avery Lubin

Mrs. Barbara Gervis Lubran

Mr. & Mrs. M. J. Lyons, I

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Maas

Mr. & Mrs. Andy Maass

Dr. & Mrs. Howard Maibach

Mr. & Mrs. Earl ]. Magdovitz

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome P. Magdovitz

Ms. Louise Mandel

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Mankoff

Dr. & Mrs. Charles Mansbach, II

Mr. & Mrs. Danny Mansberg

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Marcus

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Marcus

Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Marcus

Mrs. George Marcuse

Howard Margolis

Mr. & Mrs. Sander P. Margolis

Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Marks

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Marks, Jr.

Dr. & Mrs. Leon J. Marks

Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Marks

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Maselli

Mrs. Arnold Massion

Mrs. David Masur

Mrs. Fay Millstein May

Mrs. Ike May

Mr. & Mrs. Leon May

Mr. Peter A. Mayer

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Mayers

Mrs. Arnold Mayersohn

Mr. & Mrs. Charles McCowan, Jr.

Dr. & Mrs. Morton Meltzer

Mrs. Richard Meyer

Mr. Charles L. Meyer

Mr. & Mrs. Charlton Meyer, Jr.



Ms. Hallie Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Miller

Rabbi Jonathan and Judith
Miller

Ms. Julia Miller

Mrs. Ann Hart Miller

Mr. & Mrs. William Mimeles

Mr. & Mrs. Franklin N. Mix

Mr. & Mrs. Dick Molpus

Ms. Rose L. Morrison

Ms. Lynne G. Moses

Rabbis Steve and Susie Heneson
Moskowitz

Mrs. Peter Moss

Temple Mount Sinai, El Paso, TX

Mr. Hermann Moyse, Jr.

Mrs. Joe M. Murov

Mr. Michael B. Mushlin

Dr. & Mrs. Ike Muslow

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph D. Mussafer

Rabbis Michael Namath & Sue
Shankman

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Needle

Mr. James M. Neidorf

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Nemo

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Newman

Ms. Ruby Newman-Peck

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome P. Newmark

Mrs. William D. Norman

Mr. & Mrs. William Norman, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Null

Dr. & Mrs. Tom Oelsner

Scott Ofen

Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Opotowsky

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Oppenheim

Ms. Ina Orange

Dr. Alan J. Orkin

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Orkin

Judge & Mrs. J. David Orlansky

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Orlansky

Mrs. Nathan Ostrich

Mr. & Mrs. J. S. Pachter

Dr. & Mrs. Stuart Padove

Mrs. Janet Rosenblatt Pailet

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Pailet

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Palmer

Ambassador & Mrs. John N.
Palmer

Dr. Samuel Harris Paplanus

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Paris

Mrs. Maurice Pearl

Mr. & Mrs. George Penick

Mr. & Mrs. Marc Perler

Mr. & Mrs. Leon Pesses

James B. Pfeifer & Dr. Robynn
Zinser

Mr. & Mrs. Randy Pick

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Polland

Dr. & Mrs. Harlan Pollock

Dr. & Mrs. Donald Posner

Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Posner

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Potlock

Mr. & Mrs. Don Potts

Mr. & Mrs. Spencer Preis

Mrs. Morris J. Priebatsch

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Promislo

Mr. Morris Purcel

Dr. Leatrice B. Rabinsky

Mrs. Louis Raider

Mr. & Mrs. Jack H. Rau

William I. Rau

Mr. & Mrs. David Reagler

Ms. Kathy Reed

Mr. & Mrs. Alton Reich

Dr. & Mrs. Dan Reikes

Rabbi & Mrs. Stanley T. Relkin

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald D. Riches

Mike Richman

Mrs. Nathan Richman

Mr. & Mrs. Leon H. Rittenberg,
Jr.

Ms. Betty B. Robbins

Mr. & Mrs. E. B. Robinson, Jr.

Dr. Leonard W. Rogoff

Mr. & Mrs. Bert Romberg

Mr. & Mrs. E. L. Ronnel

Dr. & Mrs. Howard Rosen

Dr. Irving Rosen

Dr. Lane Rosen

Mr. & Mrs. Marc Rosen

Mr. & Mrs. Milton Rosenberg

Mr. & Mrs. Howard W.
Rosenblum

Mr. & Mrs. Bert Rosenbush, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis L. Rosenfeld

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Rosenfield

Dr. & Mrs. J. William Rosenthal

Dr. & Mrs. Melvin Rosenthal

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Rosenthal

Mr. Kenneth Rosenzweig

Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon
Rosenzweig

Mr. Gerald Ross

Stuart Rothenberg

Mr. & Mrs. George Rothkopf

Mr. & Mrs. Stan Rothstein

Mrs. Helene Rotwein

Mrs. Milton Rubel

Ted Rubenstein

Mr. & Mrs. David S. Rubin

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Rubin

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Rubin

Mr. Stuart Rubin

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon M. Rubinett

Rabbi Aaron Rubinstein

Mr. & Mrs. William B. Rudner

Mr. & Mrs. Ellis Rudy

Drs. Marcelo & Eugenia
Ruvinsky

Mr. & Mrs. Philip R. Russ

Mrs. Rita Sabel

Mrs. Marcia B. Saft

Mrs. Eidele L. Sainker

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Samuels

Dr. Michael Sartisky

Mr. & Mrs. Dan S. Scharff, Jr.

Gilbert Scherer and Marilyn
Friedlander

Dr. & Mrs. Carl Schmulen

Eleanor Levingston Schockett

Mr. & Mrs. Mort Schrag

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Schulman

Jack and Diane Schuster

Mr. Paul Schwab

Dr. & Mrs. Lee Schwartzberg

Rabbi Ron Segal

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Segall

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn K. Seidenfeld

Mrs. Irving Selber

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Selber

Mr. & Mrs. Mandel Selber, Jr.

Mrs. Herb Seligman

Mr. & Mrs. George Sellers

Mrs. Barbara Sevier

Ms. Marion F. Shackeroff

David Shapiro

Mr. Robert A. Shapiro

Temple Shaaray Tefila, New
York, NY

Rabbi & Mrs. Robert Sharff

Arnold A. Sheetz

Rabbi & Mrs. Charles P.
Sherman

Lawrence A. Sherman

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Shindler

Mr. & Mrs. Simon Shlenker, I1I

Dr. Barry Siegel

Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Siegel

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Silberberg

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Silverblatt

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Simmons

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Simmons

Mr. & Mrs. Edward L. Simon

Judge & Mrs. John F. Simon

Drs. Eric Simon

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Singband

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sinsheimer

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Sissman

Ms. Debra Goldstein Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Allan Solomon

Dr. & Mrs. Eli Sorkow

Dr. & Mrs. Firth Spiegel

Mr. & Mrs. Moise S. Steeg, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Philip N. Steel, Jr.

Ms. Judy Stein

Mr. & Mrs. ]. Andrew Stein

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Stein

Rabbi & Mrs. Jonathan Stein

Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Steiner

Mr. Ira Steingold

Mrs. James P. Stephan

Rabbi David E. Stern

Mr. & Mrs. Max Stern

Thomas N. Stern Charitable
Trust

Mr. Marc Sternberg and
Katherine Goldstein

Mr. S. Ted Sternberg

Sureeva Felt Stevens

Ms. Micki Beth Stiller

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Stokes

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Stone

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest M. Strauss

Dr. & Mrs. Rick Streiffer

Mrs. Earl S. Suffrin

Dr. & Mrs. Warren Summer

Mr. & Mrs. B. J. Tanenbaum

Dr. & Mrs. Matthew Tarr

Myrna Teck

Springhill Avenue Temple
Archives, Mobile, AL

Temple Israel Sisterhood,
Memphis, TN

Mrs. Sylvia Masur Thompson

Mrs. Emilie Thost

Dr. Sam A. Threefoot

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Tillman

Dr. & Mrs. Clifford Tillman

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Toranto

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Tucker

Paul Uhlmann, Jr.

United Hebrew Congregation,
Fort Smith, AR

Dr. Gene Usdin

Mr. Sandy Villere

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Waitzer

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Walsh

Mr. & Mrs. Charles H.
Wampold, Jr.

Mrs. Evelyn Wander

Cantor Seth P. Warner

Mrs. Albert Warshauer

Sammy Waxman

Mr. & Mrs. Adolph Weil, ITI

Ms. Sandra S. Weil

Mr. Robert S. Weil, I

Mr. & Mrs. Felix Weill

Ms. Andrea Weinberg

Dr. & Mrs. Roy S. Weiner

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Weinrib

Dr. Marvin Weintraub

Mr. Sam Weintraub

Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Weiss

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur A. Weiss

Dr. & Mrs. Mitchell Weiss

Jackson Jewish Welfare Fund,
Jackson, MS

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Wertheim

Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Westall

Mr. & Mrs. Jason Wexler

Professor & Mrs. Stephen
Whitfield

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Widofsky

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Wiener

Dr. & Mrs. John S. Wiener

Mr. & Mrs. Josh Wiener

Mrs. Julian Wiener

Dr. Michael Williams

Dr. & Mrs. Steven M. Wilson

Mrs. Karen Winnick

Judge Jerome M. Winsberg

Dr. Marilynn & Mr. Ronald
Winston

J. Edward Wise

Marvin Wolf

Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Wolfe

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Wolfe

Mrs. Leonard Wolff

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathon Wolfson

Rabbi & Mrs. Leo R. Wolkow

Mr. & Mrs. Charles
Wurtzburger

Dr. and Mrs. Steven D. Yellin

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Yule

Mrs. Aaron Zack

Kate Zadek

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Zapletal

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Zeidman

Alan Zimmer

Dr. Jack Zoller
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August 29, 2005 - January 17, 2006

Howard Balkin
-Betty & Mac Lyons

Ann Barbanel
-Suzy Boshwit

Alan, Mae & Sam Barton
-Joan & Joseph Barton

Arthur Berman
-Sharon Berman

Walter Berman
-Susan & Allan Donn
-Dr. Ralph Vance

Alvin Binder
-Sammy Waxman

Jonathan N. Blumenthal
-Janice & Bernard
Blumenthal

Leslie R. Brenner
-Mike Richman

Dudley Burwell
-Susan & Macy B. Hart
-Imogene Berman

P. Viictor Butnik
-Shirlee Cohen

Carroll Family Ancestors
-Emma Jane & William
E. Carroll

Milt Chapman
-Isabella & Norman
Chapman

Rebecca Bader
- Harriet Friedman

Rabbi Martha Bergadine
& Staff at Jewish
Community
Partnership

-Joanne & Joseph
Kleiman

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Blanton
-Mr. & Mrs. G. M.
Weinberg

Lawrence “Sonny”
Bodziner
-Judith & Josh Wiener

Pauline & Leonard Cohen
-Kathy & Edward
Cohen

Evelyn Gotthelf Crews
-June & John Crews

Joseph Eldodt
-Dr. Joan Berger

Bessie Epstein
-Amy & Jordan Estra

Lawrence Fenn
-Suzy Boshwit

Tyler Riff Ferguson
-Shirley Riff Billings

Lena Finegold
-Susan & Macy B. Hart

Henia & Ben Friedberger
-Lillian & Ron Zell

Rabbi Albert Friedlander
-Dorit Friedlaner

Yale Friedlander
-Marlyn Friedlander &
Gilbert Scherer

Aaron and Gittel
Grundfest

-Sharon & Michael
Broniatowski

Felicia Shlenker Haas
-Sandra & David Berler

Ronald C. Haas
-Judy & Buck Boshwit

Lila Paige Brody’s birth
-Goldie & Marvin
Brody

Minette Brown
-Rabbi Sheldon Harr

Susan R. Calman
-Harrylyn & Charles
Sallis

Rita Chouinard
- Judy T. Robinson

Ira Cohen
-Sue & Martin
Machover

IN BLESSED MEMORY OF:

Jay Alan Hanover
-Judy & Buck Boshwit

Maynard Hellman
-Judy & Buck Boshwit

Nancy R. Hill
-Pat & Jerry Tanenbaum

Helene Brill Jonas
-Daniel Jonas

Katherine Katz
-Nanette & Mel Cohen

Julius King
-Esther B. King

Mr. & Mrs. Milton Kline
-Henry Kline, II

Richard Kolchin
-Fred Kolchin

Sophie D. Laudenheimer
-Tedi Levi

-Betsy & Joey Samuels
-Nanette & Mel Cohen

Jay L. Levine
-Elizabeth Levin

Freda & Morris Lewis
-Julie & Scott Miller

H. Kirke Lewis
-Judy & Buck Boshwit

Nell Liebowitz

-Ann & Herb Axelrod

-Jane & Charles
Ferguson

-Laure & Mark Cohen

-Pamela W. McDonald

-Ellen Menetre

IN HONOR OF:

Miriam Cohn’s birthday
-Betsy, Joey, Aaron &
Melissa Samuels

Rosa Lee Danneman
-Kim Blass & Gray
Kelly

Linda and Marty
Davidson

-Melanie & Lou
Newman

Roger D. Malkin

-Mr. & Mrs. Peter L.
Malkin

-Ann & Craig
Shackelford

Sylvia Marcuse
-Nanette & Mel Cohen

Myra Mielke
-Ann & Rabbi Jeffrey
Ballon

William A. “Bill” Mosow
-Susan & Macy B. Hart
-Lynda & Don Yule

-Pat & Jerry Tanenbaum

Claire Nadolna
-Jackie Robinson

Dorothy Oasis
-Clay Barr

Paula Raider Olicheney
-Emma S. Raider

Celeste & D. H. Orkin
-Lynn O. Koff

Sid Ozer
-Judy & David
Benjamin

Alan W. Pailet
-Janet Rosenblatt Pailet

Dr. George Risman
-Isabel & Gerald Posner

Rose Rodin
-Harriet & Eric May

Marty Davidson’s
birthday

-Jan & Andrew Townes

-Sylvia & Carl
Goodman

-Maria-Luisa & Larry
Loeb

-Joan & Stanley Baker

Sheryl and Jay Davidson
-Melanie & Lou
Newman

Vera Davis
-Lynda & Don Yule

Hettie & Charles
Rubenstein
-Karolyn & Jack
Grundfest

Irving Sainker
-Eidele Sainker

Harry Schneider
-Judy & Buck Boshwit

Frieda & Walter Scott
-Karolyn & Jack
Grundfest

Leon Shahun
-Judy & Buck Boshwit

Stuart Sharenow
-Judy & Buck Boshwit

Irving Shelton
-Judy & Buck Boshwit

Vivian Folkman Simmons
-Mr. & Mrs. Denny
Galis

Ann S. Spain

-Florence Selber

-Leanne & Alan
Silverblatt

-Barbara A. Levingston

George E. Tasch
-Kate Tasch

Florence Wile
-Kathryn Wiener

Danielle Freedman
- Harriet Friedman

Mollie & Jimmy Fried's
anniversary

- Mary Jo & Ralph
Gunde

J. M. (Jimmy) Fried, Jr.
-Lynette & David Fried,
Jr.

Fannie G. Friedman
-Leslie H. Friedman

Nathaniel Graham
-Harriet Friedman



Esther Greenberg’s
recovery

-Amy, Richard & Joshua
Greenberg

Jonathan Greenberg
-Rebecca Goodman

Carol Hart
-Ina Orange

Macy B. Hart

-Lawrence Sherman

-Miryam & Samuel
Tarica

-Adrienne & John
Beckmann

Reva & Ellis Hart
-Ruth M. Richman
-Cheryl & Van Hart
-Carson Hughes

Susan & Macy B. Hart
-Alan Berkower

Elsye Hellman
-Barbara & Leon
Hellman

Susan & Jeff Horen &
Family

-Philippa Newfield &
Phillip Gordan

Barbara Ingram
-Pamela & Drew
Ingram

Dr. & Mrs. Burton
Epstein’s anniversary
-Sandy Pratt

Institute of Southern Nancy & Herman Dr. Stuart Rockoff Mr. & Mrs. Efrem
Jewish Life Kohlmeyer -Southern Cultural Weinreb
-Allan Tatar -Mr. & Mrs. Woods Heritage Foundation- - Dr. Stephen & Lynne
Eastland Vicksburg Weinrib
David Jacobs’ Bar
Mitzvah Gida & Ellis Krinitzsky Jake Dante Rosen’s Bar Greg Weisman, IS]L
-Janet & Ellsworth -Deborah Krinitzsky Mitzvah Fellow
Levine -Bettie & Charles Kahn - Temple Beth Or -
Ari & Kendall Krupkin Montgomery, AL
Susan Jacobson -Robert Krupkin Helene A. Rotwein
-Michal & Steven Rau -Emilie F. Thost Mandy MacDonald &
-Valerie & Bill Needle Betty & Ben Lamensdorf Julius Weiss’ marriage
-Mr. & Mrs. Woods Shirley & Ben Shanker -Sieglinde & David
Alec Kassoff Eastland -Alvin & Marilyn Weiss
-Deborah & Howard Wexler
Friedman Barbara Lurie’s recovery Leslie & Rabbi Max Weiss
-Judy & Buck Boshwit Henry Joseph Shook’s -Sieglinde & David
Rabbi Debra Kassoff birth Weiss
-Cynthia and Mark Jillian Faith Miller’s birth -Joanne & Joseph
Graham -Wendy & George Kleiman Rachel & Megan Weiss
-Anshe Chesed Palmer -Gayl & Arthur Weiss
Congregation Leanne & Alan Silverblatt
- Vicksburg, MS Russel Neiss, IS]L Fellow -Mr. & Mrs. Woods Shirley & Izzy Weitz
-Congregation Etz -Temple Beth Or Eastland -Kim Blass & Gray
Chaim - Bentonville, - Montgomery Kelly
AR Joseph Stein, Jr.
-Frances & Stanley Debbie Ovadia, IS]L -Jennie & Richard Jay Wiener
Rosenthal Fellow DeScherer -Judy & Bud Robinson
-United Hebrew - Temple Beth Or
Congregation - Ft. - Montgomery Jordan Swidler Josh Wiener
Smith, AR -Harriet Friedman -Vera Davis
Susan & Mark Preston’s
Aaron Kline's birthday marriage Adam Tanenbaum Amy Winestone’s recovery
-Bettye Sue & Stan Kline ~ -Leanne & Alan -Bettie & Charles Kahn -Judy & Buck Boshwit
Silverblatt
Robert Sidney Klumok’s -Marilyn & Richard Mr. & Mrs. Jack Zager
birth Dattel -Judy & Buck Boshwit
-Bernard Goldstein
KATRINA RELIEF FUND
IN MEMORY OF:
Nettie Carpien Carolyn S. & Irvin H. Cohen Rose Spain Goodman
-Miriam & Jeff Davidson ~ -Sherry & Craig Beyers -Edythe G. & Darryl
Runnett
IN HONOR OF:
Jeremy Lebow’s Bar Mitzvah  Iris Lerner’s birthday Lindsay Steinbach
-Hannah Raskin -Michelle Weinstein -Karen & Shawn Roman

Special Thanks to BellSouth as the first corporate sponsor of ISJL’s Jewish Cinema South.

The Institute is indebted to the following foundations and individuals
whose generous investment, past and present, have enabled us to move our vision forward with confidence:

Balmoral Foundation

Samuel Bronfman Foundation
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
Covenant Foundation

Nathan Cummings Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel M. Edelman
Goldring Family Foundation

Phil Hardin Foundation

Hart with Hart Foundation Ted Levi

Ronne & Donald Hess Foundation Mintz Family

Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. Jean and Bill Mosow
Jewish Outreach Institute Plough Foundation

Charles and Esther Kimerling
Foundation

Fred King Family
(Betsy King Laudenheimer, Nancy
King Greene)

Righteous Persons Foundation

AMSKier Agency Insurance

Steven H. and Alida Brill Scheuer
Foundation

Charles and Lynn Schusterman
Foundation

Shornick Family

Samuel and Helene Soref
Foundation

Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation

Woldenberg Foundation

M.B. and Edna Zale Foundation
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Visit Our Redesigned Website

After launching the new ISJL website in October, we
are happy to report that our website traffic has more than
quadrupled! Check out www.isjl.org often to learn about
upcoming events, see the travel schedule of our rabbi and
education fellows, read the latest press articles about the
Institute and its staff, and order gifts from the Peddler’s
Cart! You can also view our “Wish List” of items we need
around the office.

S

Spend the Summer at the ISJL

The ISJL is now hiring summer interns for the His-
tory Department and the Museum of the Southern Jewish
Experience.

History Internships:

The ISJL History Department is dedicated to document-
ing, preserving, and interpreting the history of Jews living
in the South. You can be a part of this exciting process

of preserving the stories of past generations. Summer
interns will organize and archive the ISJL history files,
travel to southern communities to collect documents and
information, assist in putting archival data on the ISJL
website, transcribe and index oral histories, and compile
and write original research on the southern Jewish experi-
ence. Interns will reside in Jackson, Mississippi and re-
ceive a stipend. For more information, contact Dr. Stuart
Rockoff at (601) 362-6357; rockoff@isjl.org. To apply, send
a resume and cover letter to Dr. Rockoff at the IS]L.

Museum Internships:
The Museum of the Southern Jewish Experience seeks
incoming college juniors, seniors, or graduate students for
an exciting, educational, and diverse internship experi-
ence in Mississippi. MSJE interns will help manage the
museum collection and catalog new acquisitions, develop
and run museum-related educational programs for chil-
dren, lead group tours, and assist with MSJE traveling ex-
hibits. This broad-based experience is ideal for students
interested in southern and Jewish history, Jewish educa-
tion, museum studies, or arts administration. Interns will
receive free room and board at the Henry S. Jacobs Camp
in Utica, Mississippi, as well as a stipend. Interns will
also work at the ISJL office in Jackson and the MSJE's site
in Natchez. For more information, contact Neola Young
at (601) 362-6357; nyoung@isjl.org.

Congregational visits by

Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life:

By the Numbers

Southern Congregations without a full-time rabbi

Religious schools represented at
2005 ISJL Education Conference

Rabbinic Department during 2005

Pages in the ISJL

pilot curriculum

as mayor of their community

IS)Ls

Southern Jews known to have served

Hours of film shown during
Jewish Cinema South 2005

South by |
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Miles driven across the

Your donation increases our numbers

SIL staff in 2005




Sababa! - Purim

Jewish communities around the world celebrate Purim as a holiday of feasting. gladness, gifi-giving.
rzedakah (charity), and revelry. It is one of the most popular Jewish holidays for families and children.
The celebration of Purim is based on the story found in the biblical Book of Esther.

Purim begins on Adar 14 - (Sundown March 13, 2006 - Mightfall March 14, 2006)

Purim -- it 's mmmm mmmmm good...
O Purins there are four mizver that many people deo.

Megillah - W73 - The central mitzvah of the Purim celebration is
the reading of the Scroll of Esther, the Megillah, in the synagogue.
Traditionally, the megiffal is read on the evening of Purim and the
following moming. This is a raucous affair with whoops, hollers, and
noise being made every time Haman's name 15 mentioned, so no ong can
hear the name of this horrible evildoer. You can hear the Megifleadi online
at http:/Ywww virlualcantor.com/purim.him

Mishteh - DD - Mishieh is o Hebrew word that means “banquer.”
It is a religious obligation to cat, drink and be merry on Purisn On the
alterncon of Purin, many people will gather wogether with frends and
family to celebrate the holiday with a festive meal,

Mishloach Manot - TP DWW - The Megillah teaches that we
should give gifis 1o fmends o celebrate the holiday. Usually these take the
form of food baskets. You can fill them with the hamerfashen recipe 1o
the right.

Matanor ev'vonim - D907 ndNY - Matanot 1'ev 'yomim,
(gifts to the poor) is another important Perim mitzvalr, The minimum gifi
i5 2¢, but many people give an amount equal to what they spent on the
Purim Mishel and Mishloach Moo,

Purirm Word Search

oD Z 5% J AT S B FHHAIFECGCODWMG I LTNYOT
M<c J K AMDODHAFGRODGESBAMMEG I L L AHEF
I P U WMPC X OUGPLTJRARARDILHEKLEXEALWIUE
F X3 AUKHOY 3TOQYBYEXUWUI JGDVOG
HPHTRGOAAZIUHPLDLTRHBEAAEOM
A EOQA I MJGSFCAWEVYSVYNYTTRIXEXDHN
LI EM MY U I JHREMNHOGGMI KMONOGYE.L
05 UO AU AAMEWYWLJIIARC I MELWHNTHIZ?Z
A 2 1 TUT Z S5 ADEEFDB S XA ZZ S S5 KTE
COWLGZFMVYLRWHERLBABMHARETPALTETCS
H S FPESMIEY ZHDCODOTGIXNTOTFBZIZIT
MHRY S ZPBKGODET S SEWVYNGOOHNWPIH
A AGY I X EBPPKUPCCHMATYTILMPALTE
HMOOPBHNRYONXWOWHWMJIDTOGWBOQOHR
O AJMRUPCYGPFYYFAMHJIIEOQOQTYGS
THHI LLJRARYDGSEJHOI HYHGTTFGBD
HTLMHUWYMNUCVYETFIEKAJZIXEWTFEGHTP

MESHALDACH MANOT HAMANTASHEN ACHASHYEREH

MATANOT LEVYONR MORDECHAL SHUSHAN

MEHTEH EELIELY MEGILLAH

ESTHERA ADAR GmGCn

FLRIK

Hamentashen

Some people say they're
supposed 1w ook like
Haman's hat, Others say
they look like his ears.
Either way they're a
tasty treat. This is an
casy recipe for the whole
family o enjoy,

1 Take I ball of dough

2 Foll oond dhough on Wik e per

3 Make cireles in dough
wilh etokic cwlior

4  Pai pmall spesalul of
jam imio centen of cirdss

@&

£ Faold ) sides bn to neake
a trianghe

©A

& Place Hamentashen on
eookie sheel for baking
=

i
- &
.llb'll.
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The Peddler’s Cart

The Ultimate Southern Jewish
Shopping Experience

Matzoh Ball Gumbo: Culinary Tales of the Jewish South,
by Marcie Cohen Ferris
In a culinary journey through the Jewish South, Arkansas native Marcie Cohen
Ferris explores how southern Jews embraced, avoided, and adapted southern
food and, in the process, have found themselves at home. Ferris demonstrates
how southern Jews reinvented traditions as they adjusted to living in a largely
Christian world. Featuring a trove of photographs, Matzoh Ball Gumbo also includes
anecdotes, oral histories, and more than thirty recipes to try at home. Ferris’s
rich tour of southern Jewish foodways shows that, at the dining table, Jewish
southerners created a distinctive religious expression that reflects the evolution of
southern Jewish life. Jonathan D. Sarna calls it “a bountiful feast brimming with
well-researched history, loving memories, and unique recipes.” Hardcover.

Price: $30

The Provincials: A Personal History of Jews in the South, by Eli Evans
Newly reissued by the University of North Carolina Press with a new introduction
by the author, this seminal work was the first to take readers on a journey into

the soul of the Jewish South. Evoking the rhythms and heartbeat of Jewish life in
the Bible belt, Eli Evans weaves together chapters of recollections from his youth
and early years in North Carolina with chapters that explore the experiences of
Jews in many cities and small towns across the South. He presents the stories of
communities, individuals, and events in this quintessential American landscape
that reveal the deeply intertwined strands of what he calls a unique “southern
Jewish consciousness.” Softcover. Price: $22

Shalom Y’all: Images of Jewish Life in the American South,

by Bill Aron and Vicki Reikes Fox

This book tells the unique story of the Southern Jewish Experience through

three distinct voices: Bill Aron’s evocative photographs, a narrative woven into
descriptive captions, and person stories, memories and anecdotes told by southern
Jews. The book covers all aspects of southern Jewish life from chopped liver to
bagels and grits, from synagogue to civil war cemeteries, from towns named for
their Jewish forebearers to the vibrant communities, which exist today. A fitting gift
for anyone who has southern Jewish roots. Hardcover Price: $25

The Jewish Community of New Orleans

by Irwin Lachoff and Catherine C. Kahn

Irwin Lachoff and Catherine Kahn have gathered over 200 archival photographs
to illustrate their fascinating history of this colorful city and its Jewish community.
Small as it is in proportion to the population of New Orleans, the Jewish
community has made contributions that far exceed their numbers in cultural,
educational, and philanthropic gifts to the city. Softcover. ~ Price: $20

Shalom Y’all

Shalom Y’all is a documentary feature film about the Jewish experience in the
American South as told through the eyes of a native son and the cultural cousins
he encounters. At the center of the story is filmmaker, Brian Bain, a third generation
southern Jew from New Orleans, searching his cultural roots. Traveling in an
old Cadillac like the kind his one hundred-year old grandfather drove as a hat
and tie salesman on the same roads, Brian takes the viewer 4200 miles through
Delta flatlands, coastal low country, mountain passes, small towns, suburban
subdivisions and sprawling sunbelt metropolises to discover a vibrant regional
culture that blends the Old World with the New South. Through his search for a
balance between modern life and ancient traditions, the filmmaker paints a post-
modern picture of American life at the beginning of a new century.

Available in VHS or DVD Price: $20

e




Remember the Peddler’s Cart when The Peddler’s Cart
selecting gifts for family and friends!  ORDER FORM

To order, please complete the form below and fax or mail it to us at: MSJE Shop, P. O. Box 16528, Jackson, MS 39236 e Fax 601-366-6293
SHIP TO: (if different from address at left)

NAME NAME
BILLING SHIPPING
ADDRESS ADDRESS
DAYTIME PHONE EMAIL

We accept MasterCard and Visa or you may enclose a check payable to MSJE Shop.

[J Check enclosed [J MC/VISA# Expiration date
Signature

Item Quantity $ Each $ Total

Shipping and Handling: Subtotal

Total of Order Shipping & Handling Less 10% discount for ISJL/MSJE member -

less than $9.99 $ 5.00 We will ship your merchandise Shipping and Handling +

$10 - $49.99 $ 7.00 within 2 weeks from receipt of

$50 - $99.99 $ 9.00 order or we will contact you. TOTAL

over $100 $11.00

Order on-line, quickly and safely, at www.isjl.org

Shalom Y’all (Hebrew) Campfire Mug
Heavyweight, 15 oz. White ceramic mug, dishwasher
and microwave safe. Price for one: $8

Shalom Y’all (Hebrew) T-shirt
Jade or black, 100% cotton. Adult sizes: M, L, XL, XXL.
Price for one: $16

Shalom Y’all Apron
Polyester / Cotton, one size with adjustable straps
and generous pockets. Black. Price: $20

Shalom Y’all Hat
Available in Navy or Khaki. 100% Cotton with
adjustable back. Price: $20
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Visit us “on-line” to learn more about our programs and upcoming projects. For a great selection of gift ideas — from books to

t-shirts, including several Shalom Y’all items — don’t miss our web site shop. We ship anywhere.

Chairman Treasurer Minette H. Brown Jerry Klinger
B(?ard of Jay Tanenbaum Michael Davidson Plantation, FL Rgckvill%, MD
Directors Atlanta, GA Metairie, LA Minette Cooper Betty & Ben Lamensdorf
Vice Chairmen President Norfolk, VA Cary, MS
Alan Franco Macy B. Hart Elaine & Emanuel Crystal Ted Levi
New Orleans, LA Jackson, MS Jackson, MS Vicksburg, MS
Rayman L. Solomon Cindy G. Edelman Julius L. Levy, Jr.
Merion, PA - Jacksonville, FL New Orleans, LA
Mary Ann Sternberg Imogene Berman Tlene Engel Judi Sherer Mink
Baton Rouge, LA Dallas, TX Atlanta, GA Cherry Hill, NJ
Secretary Suzy Boshwit Eli Evans Jean & Saul Mintz
Debbl_e Kimerling/ New York, NY New York, NY Monroe, LA
SfAhtrll:II'lctl:rGA Alida Brill J. M. Fried, Jr. Rusty Palmer
4 New York, NY New Orleans, LA New Orleans, LA

Joan Sadoff
Huntingdon
Valley, PA
Joseph Stein, Jr.
New York, NY
Kathryn Wiener*
Jackson, MS

Ex-officio:

Jay Lehmann
Natchez, MS
Sumner Levine

Memphis, TN

*emeritus

CIRCA is a publication of the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life, is produced by the Insti-
tute staff, and is designed by Marie Owen. No part of this newsletter may be reproduced in any form without
written permission of the Institute. You are invited to submit articles, calendar events, and material related to
the Southern Jewish Experience. Send items to: Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life, PO.
Box 16528, Jackson, MS 39236-6528 e (601) 362-6357 ® Fax (601) 366-6293 e information@msje.org
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