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Chairman’s column

A time for reflection, action

Message from
ISJL Board Chair
Rayman L. Solomon

Happy 5771! Many congregations
have a tradition preceding the Kol
Nidre service on Yom Kippur. The
congregational President gives a
report to what is the largest group
of worshipers of the year. Since
the ISJL seeks to make our 13-state
region a virtual congregation,

let me take this opportunity to
provide a similar update.

This year, the Institute begins its
second decade. Our Education
Department remains our largest
component and continues to
provide important services to
religious schools. The department
has achieved national prominence
for its Education Curriculum and
innovative delivery system, but

it is the combination of the two
that makes it so remarkable. The
Curriculum allows us to offer

the children in 72 congregations
in disparate towns and cities
throughout the South the
opportunity to develop a common
base of Jewish knowledge. Most
of these congregations have no
professional Jewish educators.

The ISJL’s Education Fellows
provide resources for planning
and implementing weekly lessons.
Each congregation receives three
Fellow visits per year. The Fellows
lead Shabbat services, work with
the children and teachers and
offer adult education.

Every June, representatives of
each partner school gather in
Jackson, MS, for the “Go and
Teach” Education Conference. ISJL

staff and guest master educators
present sessions on curricular
topics and teaching issues. Social
occasions and meals provide
opportunities to informally share
ideas and information. Along
with two other board members,
Minette Brown and Gail Goldberg,
I attended this year’s meeting. You
can read a more detailed report

of the meeting on page 8, but I
am certain I speak for the three of
us in saying that the vitality and
professionalism of the entire staff
was amazing, as was the genuine
appreciation for the program
expressed by the participants.

The Institute’s other departments
also are thriving. The highlight

of our museum and cultural
programming this year was

the four-month tour by Israeli
multi-instrumentalist Amir
Gwirtzman. The ISJL Board
attended his lively and highly
entertaining Nashville concert.
The Rabbinical Department
continues to provide pastoral
care, educational opportunities
and spiritual leadership to small
congregations throughout our
region, as well as offering insights
into the weekly Torah portion
through the online Taste of Torah.
The History Department has
conducted more than 40 hours of
oral history interviews this year as
it adds community histories to the
online Encyclopedia of Southern
Jewish Communities. Our

newest department, Community
Engagement, is launching a school

peer mediation initiative this year
and continues to explore other
opportunities for collaboration.

It also is traditional in many
synagogues for the President

to make a Kol Nidre appeal for
contributions. Financially, the
past year has been difficult for

all types of Jewish organizations.
The Institute is no exception. Our
Board has been committed to
maintaining the current level of
services, which required us to use
reserves. Our fundraising has had
some notable successes, such as

a major gift from The Gottesman
Fund. We are especially proud

of this gift, as the donors had

no previous connection to our
region, but chose to invest in our
innovative Jewish educational
programming. We also received

a new strategic gift from the
Goldring and Woldenberg Family
Foundations. For the fourth
consecutive year, Slingshot has
identified us as one of 50 most
innovative Jewish organizations.
However, if we are to build on our
successes, we must ask each of you
to make whatever investment you
can afford to make in our future.
In our second decade, we hope to
increase the services we provide
across our 13-state region and serve
our virtual congregation with even
more distinction.

L’ Shanah Tovah and Shalom y'all,
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President’s message

| turn directly to you

Message from
ISJL President
Macy B. Hart

With this article come my
personal greetings and message
about the future of the Goldring/
Woldenberg Institute of Southern
Jewish Life. I trust you have had a
meaningful and optimistic holiday
season. We at the ISJL continue
our planning for the months and
even years ahead as we embrace
this new year of growth and
program opportunities. The ISJL
sprang out of nowhere. This

year we are celebrating our 10th
anniversary of providing vital,
innovative services to the Jewish
community. Join me and you in
wishing us all a Happy 10th!

One of the reasons the ISJL has
rapidly grown to a staff of 26
professionals serving 13 states
through six programming
departments is that we identified
a number of areas of concern and
came up with some innovative
solutions. We view our 13-state
territory as “under the same
umbrella.” Our concept of shared
programs and pooled resources
makes our work as efficient as it is
effective.

This message, as has been my
practice of straightforwardness, is
a solicitation for an investment

in this grassroots organization. It
is a direct ask for a tax-deductible
donation. Please read on, and if so
inclined, please respond.

No group or congregation belongs
to the ISJL or pays ongoing dues.
The ISJL depends completely on
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contributions small and large
from individuals, foundations,
corporations, agencies and, yes,
even lemonade stands and Sunday
School tzedakah boxes. Our
fundraising overhead is low. Gifts
come from donors in 48 different
states as well as internationally.

There are major-consensus
challenges facing the Jewish
community. The ISJL sets about
to aggressively address them. We
have demonstrated that there is a
very effective way to function as
a community rather than Jewish

For example, in our Education
Department, we have emulated

a secular-world concept by
developing a curriculum that
teaches a common body of
knowledge, in this case, Jewish
knowledge. We deliver it to
congregations throughout our
territory with a corps of Itinerant
Education Fellows under the
direction of master educators.
This coming year will see
approximately 3,500 children

in 72 congregations across the
Movements from early childhood
through high school on the same

islands across basic Jewish
America, ——— educational
without page, each in
any loss in Each year we his or her own
theological continue community,
philosophy connected b

or practice. tO expa nd the CurriculZm
Each year we O p po rtunities and the Fellows.

continue to
expand the
opportunities
and program

and program
offerings across

the 13 states
that we serve.

The ISJL has
spent over $3
million to create
this educational

offerings system.
across the
13 states we Our Board and

directly serve.

The longer ISJL is in existence, the
greater the impact on the Jewish
community. Our approach serves
Jews of all ages. Age-appropriate
and directed programming is a key
to the Jewish future.

our staff knew
going into this project that we
were deliberately looking for a
way to make Jewish education
accessible to Jewish children
regardless of the size of their
community or congregation. We
deliberately addressed the premises
that 90 percent of children who
receive a Jewish education do
so at synagogue schools and



that most of their teachers are
volunteers with little or no
training. The ISJL Education
Department
not only
works with the
children, but
spends a great
deal of time
helping the
teachers to be

The longer ISJL
is in existence, the
greater the impact

on the Jewish

we also have sought and continue
to seek major funding from
philanthropists, foundations and
other resources
because we are
committed to
providing a
high-quality
Jewish
education to
all who want

more effective commun |ty it, regardless of
in their the size of their
classrooms. . COINNMUNIEY.
This is an issue

long ignored The ISJL

in congregational education.
These teachers share the same
responsibility to produce
Jewishly literate children as
those communities who have the
luxury of plentiful resources in
staff and dollars.

We deliberately confronted the

fact that Jewish education in
most communities was the last
program to be funded. Educating
Jewish children is a communal
responsibility. Most congregations
do not ask for financial support
beyond the end user, the already
over-extended young families.
We urge congregations to ask
“empty nesters,” whether related
to students or just friends, to
support the religious schools

in their own community even
though they no longer have
children who will directly benefit
from that program. Meanwhile,

also sends its Itinerant Rabbi to
congregations that do not have

a full-time professional spiritual
leader. In 2010, the Rabbinic
Department has reached into

10 states for the first time. Our
enrichment programs of arts

and culture go to small and large
communities. A recent example,
sending a dynamic Israeli
musician to seven states in a bit
over four months, was quite an
accomplishment for the ISJL - and
the results were extraordinary.
Our History Department has done
excellent work in researching

the life of the Southern Jewish
community. Our other departments
- Community Engagement and the
Museum of the Southern Jewish
Experience - also are actively
involved in producing dynamic
programming for communities
regardless of their size.

The economic downturn of the last
three years has hit the ISJL just as it
has other institutions and families.
Though our Board and staff work
together very carefully to ensure
wise stewardship of the available
resources, we must increase our
number of donors and dollars
raised.

I am now turning to you in a very
direct way. If you are not already
a donor, I am asking you to join
us with a gift toward the support
of the ISJL’s groundbreaking work.
Gifts from $100 to $5000 are very
important to us, especially now!
(One hundred percent of our
Board is invested at a minimum
of $5,000 per year.) Pages 16 and
17 of this CIRCA contain a list
of opportunities that might
appeal to those wanting to create
a legacy gift. As we receive few
dollars from communal agencies,
your gift is significant. If you are
already a donor, I am asking that
you increase your annual gift. The
best place for us to turn is to our
most committed and loyal friends.

Thanks so much for your

consideration and
hopeful action.
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Community Engagement

4

Conflict Resolution/Peer Mediation Program
launching with help of Tanenbaum Intern

By Malkie Schwartz, Director, Department of Community Engagement

This summer, the Department
of Community Engagement
was fortunate to have Mara
Benenson join us as the
first Jay Tanenbaum
Social Justice
Intern. Mara, a
high-achieving
student at the
University
of Texas, is
dedicated
to social
justice issues.
Her experience
working at non-
profit organizations in
Austin, TX, her interest in
education and her creativity
contributed to the incredible
work that she produced over
the summer.

The Department of
Community Engagement
has focused on developing
a Conflict Resolution/Peer
Mediation Program that
will be made available to
schools and after-school
programs, beginning in
Jackson, MS. During the last
academic year, we introduced
a Conflict Resolution/

Peer Mediation Program at
Blackburn Middle School

in Jackson. I worked with
the staff to train a cohort

of peer mediators who will
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begin to help students solve
their conflicts during this
academic year. Mara was
instrumental in formalizing
the program and developing
valuable resources, particu-
larly the curriculum and
workbook, which can benefit
schools throughout the
region.

“We look forward to full and
complete implementation

of this program at Blackburn
Middle School,” said Black-
burn Principal Marietta
Carter. “We believe it will be
instrumental in our holistic
approach to the development
of our students into well-
rounded individuals who will
be able to resolve conflicts in
a positive manner.”

Bridget Harkins, a Blackburn
teacher and coordinator for
the Conflict Resolution/Peer
Mediation Program, said: “As
an educator, I am so excited
about initiating this type

of program in Blackburn
Middle School. Life skills
such as conflict resolution
are so very important to

the development of young
people.”

The internship is named

for Jay Tanenbaum, the ISJL
Immediate Past Chairman, in
tribute to his efforts toward
establishing our Community
Engagement Department
and to recognize the legacy
of the Tanenbaum family

as an example of Southern
Jews who actively supported
their community. For four
generations, the Tanenbaums
recognized many needs in
Dumas and throughout
Arkansas, and stepped
forward to address them.

By creating or supporting
initiatives in health care,
education, combatting
poverty and in working to
end racial segregation, the
value of tikkun olam (repair
of the world) was a part of
the Tanenbaums’ Jewish life.
This Internship will help the
ISJL address additional needs
within our communities.



ISJL and Social Media

Follow IS)L’s activities
— and participate -
with new social media

Those of y’all who regularly
read CIRCA, visit the ISJL
website (www.isjl.org) or
take in a presentation by our
staff, please don't stop. In
fact, continue reading. We
have several new ways to
help the public keep up with
ISJL activities.

ISJL became an active user

of social media this year
with a regularly updated
Facebook page, a busy

but not overwhelming
Twitter account and new
videos posted on Youtube.
“Facebook is a good way to
reach the people we know,”
explains ISJL Education
Fellow Emily Andes, who's in
charge of ISJL's Facebook and
Twitter accounts. “Twitter
helps us reach people we
don't know.”

Facebook, for the uninitiated,
is essentially a cyber bulletin
board with ongoing updates
and the capability for users
to communicate with one
another. Emily posts ISJL
information on Facebook
almost daily and monitors
messages to ISJL.

Twitter enables users to
broadcast, or tweet, and read
brief messages. A Twitter
follower can expect at least
one ISJL tweet per day,

says Emily — usually a link
to ISJL-related photos and
videos, news and opinions
on relevant topics such

as Jewish camps, a fun
topical reference such as the
popularity of Jewish “Silly
Bands” or retweets of others’
quotable tweets.

“The Education Fellows have
the option to tweet about
their work,” adds Emily, “and
probably will as they travel
to their education partner
congregations.”

Youtube is a website for
sharing and watching
videos. The most recent ISJL
video covers this summer’s
Education Conference.

The other ISJL video is an
organizational overview
created as a report to the
Slingshot Foundation. Both
were produced in-house by
the versatile and talented
ISJL staff.

To find the ISJL on Facebook,

go to www.facebook.com

and search for Institute

of Southern Jewish Life.

Among the posts you'll see are:

¢ A welcome to Education
Fellow Alli Goldman from
Asheville, NC.

¢ Alink to an Alabama
Public Television show
about Amir Gwirtzman,

the Schusterman Visiting
Artist from Israel who was
hosted by the ISJL.

* A note seeking information
on Confederate Jewish
naval officer Raphael
Semmes.

The Facebook page also
features virtual discussions
on Jewish education topics.

To follow ISJL on Twitter, go

to www.twitter.com and

search for ISJL. Our tweets

allow followers to:

¢ Keep up with the
Education Fellows’ travels —
“The Fellows are
invading Georgia
this weekend!
We'll be in
Fayetteville,
Augusta, and
Atlanta. Look
for updates
from our
adventures on
the road... We
passed Augusta
National on the
way to synagogue
earlier & now Lauren
Fredman is ‘mastering’ her
teacher training.”

¢ Monitor the Fellows’
personal growth — “Big
thought taken [by Mark
Swick] from the @ISJL staff
meeting: Genuine change
is internal!”

¢ Share in a spiritual
experience — “Shavua Tov
[and a photo] from
the shores of Lake
Ponchatrain. A beautiful
way to say goodbye to the
Sabbath bride.”

Social media offer new
insights into ISJL. But
they're more than a report.
They're a dialogue. “I want
our readers to be part of the
conversation,” says Emily.

We invite you to join us.
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Meet the ISJL Board

Motivated by the mission

New ISJL Board member
Janet Brueck grew up in

Janet Brueck

Monroe, LA. She received
a bachelor’s degree in
speech pathology from the
University of Texas and a
master’s degree in clinical
audiology at the University
of Alabama. Janet is a
Senior Sales Consultant in
the Neurocare Division

of CareFusion. She is an

eight-time member of the
President’s Club of Nicolet
Biomedical and was its first

New ISJL Board member
Betsy Rosen lives in
Bentonville, AR, with her
husband, Marc, and children,
Joshua (10), and Alana (6).
Betsy takes good care of

Betsy Rosen

her family and volunteers
for her synagogue and
general community. She
and Marc were one of

11 founding families of
Congregation Etz Chaim

in Bentonville. She has
served as the congregation’s
Religious School Director

for two years after serving as
congregation President. Betsy
has volunteered as a Court
Appointed Special Advocate
(CASA) and served as Vice
President of the Walnut
Farm Montessori School in
Bentonville. She received the
Tikkun Olam Award from
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Chairman’s Club honoree in
2001.

She and her significant other,
Jerry Lang, live in Mempbhis,
where they are members of
Temple Israel. Jerry serves

on the temple’s Board of
Trustees.

Janet and Jerry have two very
spoiled cats and are missing
their recently deceased
cocker spaniel, Bailey. The
couple travels extensively

the Jewish Federation of
Arkansas in 2005.

Betsy received a bachelor’s
degree in social work from
the University of Wisconsin
and a master’s degree in
social work from the Jane
Addams College of Social
Work at the University of
Illinois. She was employed
as a social worker in the field
of child welfare, specifically
foster care and adoption.

“My involvement with the
ISJL dates back six years,”
she says. “As Congregation
Etz Chaim was founded,
the Goldring/Woldenberg
Institute of Southern Jewish
Life was the key Jewish
organization that provided
services to help us. From

both domestically and
throughout Europe. For the
first time this year, they

are planning to see Russia,
including a stop at the Grand
Choral Synagogue in St.
Petersburg.

Janet explains that she
became involved with the
ISJL out of her “firm belief in
the principles that guide the
organization.”

the Education Curriculum and
visits by the Education Fellows,
Rabbis, Rabbinic Interns and
Cantorial Interns, the ISJL’s
support helped shape who we
are as a congregation today.

“Dr. Stuart Rockoff, Director of
the ISJL History Department,
has been instrumental in
documenting our history.
Additionally, the ISJL has
put us in contact with other
Southern congregations with
which we have developed
strong ties. I have seen
firsthand how the ISJL has
grown while keeping true

to the mission of providing
Jewish services to small
congregations in the South.

I am so pleased and feel
privileged to be a part of the
ISJL Board.”



Urgent response to cyber-bullying

added to High School Curriculum

By Rachel Stern, Director, Education Department

It was just another day at the
ISJL Education Department.
People from across the South
were calling with requests for
programs and resources. One
call, though, was different.
The request was different. A
rabbi was calling to discuss

a disturbing situation. A
child’s modest Bat Mitzvah
celebration had been mocked
on Facebook by some of her
contemporaries.

The incident left her family
feeling devastated and
betrayed by its own Jewish
community during what
should have been a time

of joy and celebration. The
rabbi was seeking a response
that would not only explain
the wrong, but also teach
what Judaism says about the
issue.

The Education Department
discussed the situation. We
were confident we could
create a helpful lesson. As
three Education Fellows
and I began to
work, we noticed
countless
headlines
about
harassment
online,
termed
“cyber-
bullying.”
Some of these
incidents ended in
a teen’s suicide. We
realized that our response
needed to be more than a
one-lesson program, and
that all of our congregations
needed access to it.

The result is a five-lesson
unit called “Crossing

the Line Online” that is

part of the ISJL's High
School Curriculum on
Contemporary Issues.

The eye-opening and
informative unit encourages
students to be aware of the
consequences of their actions
and teaches that Judaism
provides guidelines for
living a fulfilling and moral
life. The lessons focus on
Internet safety, identifying
and stopping cyber-bullying,
avoiding Lashon Hara (gossip
and slander), speaking up
against injustice, and the
Jewish concept of loving
one’s neighbor as oneself.

The unit is intended for a
9th/10 grade or junior high
class, confirmation class,
b’nai mitzvah group, lock-
in or other youth program.
In testing the lessons at
congregations and Jewish
summer camps, we learned
that this issue resonates
deeply with the students,
who shared many pertinent
stories.

Just as in other aspects of life,
from something bad came
something good. Not only
are we proud of the lessons
we created, but we are moved
by seeing yet again how
members of our community
of congregations strengthen
each other. Meeting the

need of one congregation
has produced shared wisdom
for all of our schools. These
lessons, as they are taught
over the years, will reach
thousands of students,
creating more caring and
accountable Jews.
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Education Conference
features new sessions

The ISJL’s annual “Go and
Teach” Education Confer-
ence offers two-and-a-half
days worth of tried and true
learning opportunities for the
participating religious school
educators. At the ninth confer-
ence, held June 28-30, in Jack-
son, MS, 136 educators from
our 72 communities gathered
to learn pedagogic techniques
from keynote speakers Rabbi
Sam Joseph and Fran Pearl-
man, participate in small-
group learning programs led
by ISJL staff and guest teach-
ers, shop at the vendor fair,
compete in a rousing game of
Jewish trivia and enjoy a hilari-
ous evening of entertainment
by comedian Michael “Ziggy”
Danziger.

While these conference staples
probably won't — and
shouldn’t — change any time
soon, we in the Education De-
partment like to mix things up
from year to year to keep the
conference fresh and exciting
for our participants. This year
we introduced two innova-
tions:

* Regional receptions —
Inspired by the joint education
programs held twice yearly by
Temple B'nai Israel in Panama
City, FL, and nearby Temple
Emanuel in Dothan, AL (after
getting together at an ISJL Edu-

cation Conference several years
ago), ISJL debuted six regional
receptions. Congregations
within a couple hours’ driving
distance from each other got
acquainted and discussed ideas
for collaboration. Of course,
everyone munched on fabu-
lous desserts. Our hopes and
expectations were exceeded as
congregations in Montgomery,
AL, and Tulsa, OK, planned
events that we hope will take
place in the coming months.

¢ [ssues-based wild card ses- Photos by Tracy Plifh
otos racy Pfeiffer
sions — Each year, the Educa- Y . y . .
. . . Fellows Alli Goldman (left) and Alex Glass speaking at a lunch session
tion staff tries to anticipate the . .
. with the other Fellows at the “Go and Teach” Education Conference.
pressing needs of conference

participants. Should we of-

fer sessions on parent-teacher o ) . .
Elliot Price of Martinez, GA, and Rhonda Michel of San Antonio,

TX, participating in the Arts and Crafts Minyan at the Education

communication? Or on oft-
forgotten holidays? While
these topics are important and Conference.
interesting to teach, they may
not always address the par-
ticipating educators’ concerns.
This year, we asked the com-
munities to tell us about their
pressing issues. Based on re-
sponses, we presented sessions
on managing congregational
schools, enhancing community
buy-in to the ISJL Education
Curriculum and finding fund-
ing for the education program.
With only nine months until
the next Education Confer-
ence, we're already thinking
about new themes and topics.
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Tales from ‘The Pit’ and the road

By Claire Solomon, First-Year Education Fellow

I have never been to

the Cabinet Room in

the White House, but I
imagine it has a similar
energy to “the Pit,” the ISJL
Education Department'’s
shared office space and
impromptu meeting

room. After our annual
Education Conference in
late June, the Pit really
springs into action: energy
bounces off of the walls,
excitement and creativity
abound, enthusiasm breeds
enthusiasm. One would
think that after a few days
the Pit would settle down,
but the exuberance never

wanes.

That'’s also the time

we Fellows receive our
community assignments, the
religious schools that we'll
be working with during the
year. For First-Year Fellows,
the prospect of traveling
becomes that much more
real. Second-Year Fellows grin
and talk animatedly about
old and new friends they will
meet on the road. We all are
so ready to ring in the new
school year.

The next few weeks fly

by. Director of Education
Rachel Stern and Associate
Director of Education Jordan
Magidson get us up to speed
on the Education Curriculum
and our duties. Confident
Second-Years help slightly
nervous First-Years prepare
for the road, reminding us
that we are not alone during
our first visits, since Second-
Years travel with First-Years
in the summer. As First-Years,
we spend a great deal of time
writing the presentations we
deliver to our communities,
familiarizing ourselves with
the Education Curriculum
and learning about our
communities. Together the
Fellows revamp old programs,
write new programs and
receive extensive teacher
training.

It’s not easy to coordinate
summer visits to 72
communities in 13 states
over a period of six weeks,
but we do it. On those visits,
we lead the teacher training
sessions we have prepared,
answer questions about

the Education Curriculum
and meet with community
members whose voices

Claire Solomon at work.

we have only heard over
the phone. We couldn’t
succeed without the help

of our community partners
who graciously welcome

us into their homes, open
the synagogue doors to us,
take us on excursions and
introduce us to their friends
and families.

Our summer visits often
include bonus “tours” with
other Fellows — visiting their
communities and watching
their teacher training
sessions — so that we can

be introduced to as many
congregations as possible.
We come home tired after
traveling thousands of miles,
often for days at a time, but
as soon as we get to the Pit,
the energy, excitement, and
enthusiasm steadily return.
And just as we wave goodbye
to summer, fall visits are
right around the corner.
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Minyan Mission accomplished!
Rabbinic Department visits 10 states in 2010

Many of us are aware that 10 was determined by the sages as the minimum number needed for communal worship. Taking this
teaching to heart, the ISJL Rabbinic Department attempted something it has not done in its history: to fulfill its own sense of a
minyan, or quorum! Not just through visiting 10 individuals... or just 10 communities.

We established a goal - in honor of the ISJL’s 10th anniversary - to visit countless individuals in numerous communities in 10 separate
states in the year 2010! From Texas and Oklahoma to Georgia, Tennessee and Kentucky, we have been on the road and in the air,
making our way to these communities in support of their valiant efforts to maintain and celebrate Jewish communal life. We thank
each and every person who opened the doors of their congregations and their lives to us. It is truly a blessing! You are our heroes.

Oklahoma

Monroe (2)
Wicksburg (4]}

Natcher (4)

g Lafayette {2}
Lake Charles (2] Naw Orloal

Louisiana
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Auburm (2)

Biloud ()

Rabbinic Intern Jason Levine (left), Rabbi Marshal Klaven
and Administrative Assistant Shirley Eriksen

The Rabbinic Department is starting to schedule congregational
visits for 2011. If your congregation is without full-time
rabbinic support and would like a rabbi to conduct Sabbath/
Holiday observances, lead life-cycle events, teach adult

Florida

education, etc., please don’t hesitate in contacting us at
(601) 362-6357 or mklaven@isjl.org.

Mississippi

CIRCA / Fall 2010 e The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life
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On the road again

ISJL historians travel
through Texas to research
state’s Jewish heritage

By Dr. Stuart Rockoff, Director, History Department

As I tacked an oversized map
of Texas on my office wall

a few months ago, I was
struck by the sheer number
of highlighted towns. I

had identified 58 Jewish
communities that either had
a congregation or a Jewish
population large enough

to warrant inclusion in the
ISJL’s online Encyclopedia
of Southern Jewish
Communities. This was twice
as many communities as the
next biggest states in the
encyclopedia, Mississippi
and North Carolina, which
have 28 and 26 community
histories, respectively.

Tackling the Jewish history
of the Lone Star State will be
a daunting task, I thought.
However, I wasn't starting
from scratch. My first step
was to look through the
ISJL's filing cabinets and
library. Historians Hollace
Weiner, Bryan Stone,

Ph.D., and Rabbi Jimmy
Kessler have published
tremendously insightful
and useful histories of Texas
Jews, while our files are filled
with material I copied from
the Texas Jewish Historical
Society collection at the

Center for American History
at the University of Texas

at Austin. I found a great
deal of information about
the Jewish communities in
larger cities such as Houston,
Dallas and even Waco. But
ISJL had accumulated little
or no information about the
history of Jews in smaller
communities like Columbus,
Palestine, and Wichita Falls.
I knew, then, where to
concentrate my research.

This past summer, the
History Department,
including Oral Historian
Josh Parshall, myself and
three summer interns made
three research trips into
southeast and northeast
Texas. We visited several
towns in order to unearth
historical information about
their Jewish communities.
(Even in this digital age,
many important original
documents are available only
on paper, and many photos
remain to be digitized.)
Driving into Gainesville,
TX, our first stop was the
local cemetery. The Jewish
section was surprisingly large
for a town where no Jews
remained. After recording
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Leon Toubin, caretaker of B'nai Abraham Synagogue in Brenham,

TX, stands in front of the Ark. The synagogue was built in 1893. He

and his wife, Mimi, sat for an interview with ISJL Oral Historian Josh

Parshall.

all of the information from
the gravestones, I dropped
off intern Aaron Aruck at the
local library to read old issues
of the Gainesville newspaper
on microfilm for information
about this extinct Jewish
community.

I went with my other
intern, Kristin Schumacher,
to the Cooke County
Historical Museum. We
were greeted there by Lary
Kuehn, whose last name
we recognized from the

Jewish cemetery. Though

his family is no longer
Jewish, he had recently
found the original minute
book of Gainesville’s United
Hebrew Congregation, which
had been defunct since

1922, in his late father’s

old desk. Contained in its
well preserved pages was

the history of this small
congregation from the early
20t century, a history that
had largely been lost since
the congregation disbanded
and sold the synagogue. Lary



gave me a CD containing
digital images of each page
of the minute book, which
we already have used in our
research.

We spent the rest of the

day looking through

old newspapers and city
directories. We met with Joe
Rosenstein, who grew up in
Gainesville but now lives in

Dallas. His first-hand account

helped us to fill in many
of the blanks of the town’s
Jewish history from the
1930s and ‘40s.

Meanwhile, Josh and his
intern, Tracy Pfeiffer, were
conducting oral history
interviews. Over two

trips through Texas this
summer, they filmed Jewish
community members

in Beaumont, Brenham,
Corsicana, Dallas and
Dennison.

During this past summer,
the History Department
also visited the Texas
communities of Bay City,
Bonham, Galveston,
Greenville, Hempstead,
Orange, Port Arthur,
Sherman, Tyler and
Wharton. During the next

year, the History Department

will crisscross Texas,
gathering information and
collecting oral histories to
tell the full story of Jewish
life in the Lone Star State.

A local effort is attempting to preserve the former Simon Theater in
downtown Brenham, which had been owned by a Jewish family.

This papercut Mizrach marks the eastern wall of the sanctuary at
B’nai Abraham Synagogue in Brenham.

AN R AN,

T L E

Humanities
Texas grant
to fund
research

in state

The ISJL History
Department is pleased
to have been awarded

a major grant from
Humanities Texas, the
state affiliate of the
National Endowment
for the Humanities.
Working with the

Texas Jewish Historical
Society, the ISJL History
Department will use
the $5000 grant to help
fund research for the
Texas section of the
Encyclopedia of Southern
Jewish Communities.
With approximately 60
community histories,
the Texas section of the
online encyclopedia will
be the largest by far.

The grant will enable
Department Director Dr.
Stuart Rockoff and Oral
Historian Josh Parshall

to travel across Texas
collecting information
and stories about the
many pockets of Jewish
life in the Lone Star State.
Working with the ISJL
Education Fellows, the
History Department will
also develop a curriculum
for Texas schools about
the history of Jews in the
state.
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Cultural Programming

You want Jewish culture?
ISJL will bring it to you

Whether it’s a musician, author, scholar or comedian your community wants,
the ISJL can help you find the ideal Jewish cultural presenter. The ISJL’s Cultural
Programs Menu lists six presenters and a variety of programs. They are:

Southern States Jewish Literary Series

e Charles London - The author will speak on Far from Zion: In Search of a Global
Jewish Community, an exploration of the Jewish Diaspora, including New Orleans
and Bentonville, Ark.

¢ Ellen Bernstein — Teacher, rabbinical student and founder of modern Jewish
environmentalism, Ellen Bernstein wrote Let the Earth Teach You Torah, Ecology
& the Jewish Spirit and The Splendor of Creation. She speaks on “The Bible’s
Ecological Roots”; “What Can Judaism Offer the Environmental Movement?”; and
“Ecological Understanding of Shabbat.”

Southern States Jewish Music Series

¢ Lil’ Rev - The singer, multi-instrumentalist,
songwriter and music historian offers three
one-man programs that weave his singing
and string instruments with narrative: “The
Jews of Tin Pan Alley,” “Jews & Blues” and
“'Fiddler on the Roof’ Meets ‘O Brother,
Where Art Thou.””

Bert Stratton, AKA Klezmer Guy - The

two-person show “Driving Mr. Klezmer” features klezmer, Yiddish swing, Tin Pan
Alley and spoken word. Bert plays clarinet and reads his comedic prose sketches
accompanied by Alan Douglas on vocals and piano. They’re members of the
Yiddishe Cup klezmer band.

Uri Barnea -Through live music (violin, recorder and voice) and recordings, Rabbi
Barnea of Hattiesburg, MS, presents an historical survey of Jewish music from
ancient times to hip-hop. He has a Ph.D. in music and enjoyed a long career as
conductor, composer and violinist.

Southern States Jewish Performance Series

* Michael “Ziggy” Danziger — The comedian performs at clubs, colleges and
gatherings nationwide. His Jewish-themed humor is popular with synagogue
crowds. Ziggy has won Comedy Tennessee’s “Funniest Person in Memphis”
competition and is the reigning “Funniest Jew in the Deep South.”

To see the full programming menu, visit the “Cultural and Art Offerings” section of

the ISJL website, www.isjl.org, or contact Director of Programming Andy Muchin at
amuchin@isjl.org or (601) 362-6357.
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Author London to
speak in Arkansas

The ISJL’s Southern States Jewish
Literary Series continues Nov. 6-7
in Arkansas with Charles London,

author of Far From Zion: In Search

of a Global Jewish Community. He'll
speak Saturday, Nov. 6, at 7:30 p.m. in
Bentonville’s Congregation Etz Chaim
and Sunday, Nov. 7, at 3 p.m. in Little
Rock’s Congregation Agudath Achim.

In Far From Zion, a 2009 National
Jewish Book Award Finalist, London
explores the Jewish Diaspora in some
unexpected places, including Burma,
Tehran, Cuba, New Orleans and
Bentonville, as he searches for his
own place among the Jewish people.
In Bentonville, he writes about a
public Chanukah candle-lighting, a
Chanukah party at a bowling alley
and shmoozing and worshiping at Etz
Chaim.

The Southern States Jewish Literary
Series is a distinguished ongoing
program of presentations and book
signings with leading authors of
newly released works on the Jewish
experience, creating a vibrant literary
circuit throughout the South.

For more information on sponsoring
a literary or other cultural program,
contact ISJL Director of Programming
Andy Muchin at amuchin@isjl.org or
(601) 362-6357.



Summer Interns

WE THANK THEM AND MISS THEM- The ISJL benefitted greatly from
June through August from the hard work and pleasant demeanors

of six summer interns. They were (from left): Mara Benenson
(Community Engagement), Rob Friedman (Museum of the Southern
Jewish Experience), Jason Levine (Rabbinic), Kristen Schumacher and
Aaron Aruck (History) and Tracy Pfeiffer (Oral History).

Mississippi Public Radio
to air Jewish music show

Jewish music in all of its styles — from klezmer to cantorial to
Israeli rock ‘n’ roll to songs about Jews in the South - is coming
to Mississippi Public Broadcasting’s Music Radio. “Sounds
Jewish” will air Sundays from 3-4 pm. The show was scheduled
to debut on Sept. 26.

The host and producer is Andy Muchin, who moved to
Mississippi to become the ISJL’s Director of Programming. Andy
co-hosted a similar show in Milwaukee, WI.

If you're not near a radio or find yourself outside of Mississippi,
you can hear a live webcast of “Sounds Jewish” by visiting
www.mpbonline.org, clicking on the “Radio” page and then
on “Listen Live.”

Save the [Date

Jewish National Fund

October 10 - 11, 2010

Special event far Migiar Denors, rvening of October 90

Intercontinental Buckhead —
Atlanta, GA g e for

ISRAEL
WJ For information please contact e TOTCVEL.
— L no@jnt.org woemjnlong  1-HHHJMED000

Join some of the nicest people
imaginable at

The 23" Annual
Jay Mosow
Memorial
Delta Jewish Golf
Open

Benefitting Henry S. Jacobs Camp
and the Goldring/Woldenberg
Institute of Southern Jewish Life

Saturday, Oct. 16
Social hour - 6:30 p.m.

Dinner - 7:45 p.m
Hebrew Union Congregation
Greenville, MS

Sunday, Oct. 17

Putting contest — 8:30 a.m.
Opening shofar blast — 9 a.m.
Scramble format
Greenville Country Club Golf Course

Prizes!!
For more information about
entry fees, hotels or other questions, contact:
Richard Dattel — (662) 332-7208
Barry Piltz — (662) 332-3322
Earl Solomon, Jr. — (662) 378-2423
Alan Silverblatt — (662) 887-5878

P i
o [,
i? 5
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Giving Opportunities

A Living Legacy for the Future

It is incredible what the ISJL has accomplished in our first 10 years. Some said we would be
unable to accomplish all we set out to do. Our visions have become realities. Today we serve our
13-state region with a myriad of programs, as you have seen through the pages of CIRCA. But,
we need your help to sustain these programs and ensure a bright future for those individuals we

serve.

Create a lasting personal legacy at the ISJL by establishing an endowment fund in support of ISJL
staff positions and programs. The following table illustrates available options. Please call Macy at
(601) 362-6357 to discuss endowment giving opportunities.

If you or a family member has been touched directly by a program that we have delivered or if
you feel the responsibility that Jews support one another, no matter where they live, we ask you

to support the ISJL. Every Jewish life does count!

With your support, we will continue to make a difference for the next 10 years.

ISJL Staff Position and Program Endowments
ISJL Staff Positions

Title Number of Endowment cost Endowment cost

positions per position total

Jewish Educator 6 $1,800,000 $10,800,000
Education Fellow 18 $700,000 $12,600,000
Rabbinic Chair 2 $2,000,000 $4,000,000
Historian 1 $1,900,000 $1,900,000
Oral Historian 1 $1,200,000 $1,200,000
Museum Coordinator 1 $1,200,000 $1,200,000
Cultural Programs

Director 1 $1,400,000 $1,400,000

The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life
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Title Number of Endowment cost Endowment cost
positions per position total

Community
Engagement Director 1 $1,600,000 $1,600,000
Summer History Intern 3 $50,000 $150,000
Summer Museum Intern 1 $40,000 $40,000
Summer Community
Engagement Intern 1 $50,000 $50,000

ISJL Programs

Program Name Total available Annual Cost Endowment cost
Literary Series Multiple $50,000 $1,000,000 (per series)
Jewish Cinema South 1 $50,000 $1,000,000
Cemetery Trust Fund 1 $250,000 $5,000,000
Other
ISJL General Unrestricted
Endowment Fund n/a No established limit.

The Perfect Gift: An Oral History Interview

Do you know a parent or grandparent who seems to have everything? Then commission an oral history interview for

your loved one with the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life.

Commissioned oral history interviews:

® Result in edited DVDs of interview footage (video and audio) and, optionally,

bound interview transcripts.

® Are conducted by a skilled interviewer with a strong background in Southern

Jewish culture and history.

® Take advantage of extensive pre-interview research.

® Preserve your loved one’s story in his or her own words.

® Provide unique and rewarding opportunities for interviewees to reflect on their

experiences and achievements.

® Support our History Department’s documentation of the Jewish experience in the

American South.

For more information about fees and availability, please contact Josh Parshall at the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of

Southern Jewish Life by email (jparshall@isjl.org) or telephone (601-362-6357).

CIRCA / Fall 2010 e The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life
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The Peddler’s Cart

The ultimate Southern Jewish shopping experience!

Southern Cooking Special-
Was $60, now $45!

Add a little Southern Jewish spice to your kitchen with a gift set of
Marcie Cohen Ferris’ Matzoh Ball Gumbo cookbook, a Shalom Y’all
apron and a box of Star of David Cookie Cutters. Start cooking those
bagels and grits today! Set will be gift-wrapped if requested; please ask
about pricing.

Peddler’s Cart Book Clearance Sale
For all items including new and sale items, check our website, www.isjl.org. Quantities are
limited, so order now!
B #1347 | Chicken Soup for the Jewish Soul, edited by Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen

and Rabbi Dov Peretz Elkins. These 86 stories deal with the themes of life,
being Jewish, love, kindness, humanity and family. Was $12, now $9!

------ Gl Jews: How World War Il Changed a Generation by Deborah Dash Moore.
= This book follows the lives of 15 young Jewish men as they faced the demands
of military service. Was $26, now $20!

[ 0o | Glass Hearts by Terri Paul. This novel traces the lives of a Hungarian Jewish
= rnderi | family during and after World War Il. Was $25, now $20!

The Jewish Confederates by Robert N. Rosen. In his latest study, Rosen e
introduces readers to the community of Southern Jews in the 1860s. Was $40, JE&5 1 HEE

Sol’s Story by Richard Chardkoff. The biography of a Holocaust survivor who |,
settled in Monroe, LA, and became a successful businessman. Was $25, now gi=

$20! FeSEN
Troubled Memory: Anne Levy, the Holocaust, and David Duke’s Louisiana by lnﬁﬁ?ﬁ_’ﬂ;ﬁ
Lawrence N. Powell. The story of a Holocaust survivor’s successful missionto =

defeat Duke in his bid to become Louisiana governor in 1991. Was $35, now $25!

Landsman by Peter Charles Melman. This novel is the Civil War story of Elia
Abrams, orphan son of an indentured Jewish immigrant. Abrams flees his New
Orleans gangland home to enlist with the Third Louisiana infantry. Was $25, now
$20!

Kabbalah: A Love Story by Rabbi Lawrence Kushner. Was $12, now $10!

Heart of a Wife: The Diary of a Southern Jewish Woman by Helen Jacobus Apte.
Was $18, now $15!

NVINSANVT

Your purchase supports the ISJL’s work!
Visit the Peddlers Cart online at www.isjl.org
Ordering is a simple click away
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Donors

Thank You to Our
Contributors!

In these CIRCA pages, you can see the impact our
education, history, museum, cultural and rabbinic
programs have on thousands of people just like you.
With deep appreciation, the Goldring/Woldenberg
Institute of Southern Jewish Life extends thanks

to everyone who made a contribution from January1,
2010-Aug. 1, 2010, to enable our important work.

$100,000+
Anonymous
Bezalel Foundation
Goldring Family Foundation
The Gottesman Fund
Legacy Heritage Fund Limited
Gladys Hyman Trust
The Marcus Foundation, Inc.
Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation
Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation
Woldenberg Foundation

M. B. and Edna Zale Foundation

$10,000 - $99,999

AMSkier Agency Insurance -
Aimee, Jeffrey, Henry Skier

Anonymous
lan Arnof
The David Berg Foundation

In Memory of Reva and Joe Engel —
Ilene Engel and Bob Arotsky

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Franco
Mr. Ed Grauman
Meyer Crystal Family Foundation - Lynn Crystal
Natan
The Slingshot Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Stein

$5,000 - $9,999

Ms. Imogene Berman

Susan B. Boshwit

Janet Brueck

Mr. & Mrs. Marty Davidson

Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Fried, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Michael
Goldberg

Susan and Macy B. Hart

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Hertz

Charles and Esther
Kimerling Foundation -
Deborah Kimerling
Schneider & Faye
Kimerling

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Levin

Dr. Richard B. Levine

Dr. & Mrs. Julius L. Levy, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Lipsey, 111

Meyer Family —
Margaret, Helen Marie
and Harold Meyer

Melinda and Morris Mintz

Mr. & Mrs. Marc Rosen

Dr. Robert Roubey & Ms.
Lisa Brachman

Joseph & Sally Handleman
Charitable Foundation -
Dr. & Mrs. Robert S. Sadoff

Dean Rayman L. Solomon
and Carol Avins

Mr. & Mrs. David Solomon

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Stein, Jr.

Dr. & Mrs. Rick Streiffer

Bz and Jay Tanenbaum

Mr. & Mrs. Charles
Wurtzburger

Kenneth Zadeck

$1,000 - $4,999

Nancy M. Berman and
Alan J. Bloch

Cellular South Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Chatles Cooper

Stanley Davidow

Mr. & Mrs. Si Davidson

Delta Jewish Open Golf
Tournament

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Engel

The Rosalinde and Arthur
Gilbert Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Fox, Sr.

Dr. & Mrs. Carl Goodman

Mr. & Mrs. Marcus Hirsch

Jackson Jewish Federation,
Jackson, MS

Jewish Federation of
Central Alabama

Jewish Federation of
Greater Baton Rouge

Jewish Federation of
Greater New Orleans

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Lewis

Dr. & Mrs. Steve Liverman

Alan, Jackie and Josh Luria

Lawrence M. Magdovitz

Mr. & Mrs. Peter L. Malkin

Mrs. Susan Miller

Mrs. Mayer Mitchell

Ms. Rose L. Morrison

Mr. & Mrs. Russell Palmer

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Pasternack, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Samuels

Mr. & Mrs. Robert H.
Schaffer

Michele & Ken Schipper

Mr. & Mrs. Marc Shapiro

Louis Shornick

Donna §. Taylor

Mrs. Clifford Tillman

Alyse Michelle Wagner

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin S.
Warren

Mrs. Julian Wiener

Mr. Marvin Wolf

$500 - $999

Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Allen

Mrs. James Banks

Beth Israel Sisterhood,
Jackson, MS

Mr. James Breman

Larry, Ginger, James Henry
& Eli Frank Brook

Mrs. Alan Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Larry W. Buck

Dana Desenberg

Jewish Federation of
Arkansas

Arnold Feinstein

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Feller

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Goldin

Fredric H. Gould

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Heaster

Dr. Jeffrey A. &
Rabbi Sherre Hirsch

Dr. & Mrs. Howard Hurtig

Jewish Federation of South
Palm Beach County

Leo Kayser, III

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Klein

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Kline, II

Mr. & Mrs. Herman
Kohlmeyer, Jr.

Dr. & Mrs. Robert E.
Lahasky

Mrs. Richard Lowenburg

Dr. E. Ralph Lupin
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Marx
Meridian Jewish Welfare
Fund
Mrs. Charlton Meyer, Jr.
Mrs. William A. Mosow
Dr. & Mrs. Tke Muslow
Mr. & Mrs. Gregg S.
Philipson
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Rabin
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Raphael
Dr. & Mrs. Dan Reikes
Mr. & Mrs. E. L. Ronnel
Rosenfeld Memorial
Foundation Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Rosenfield
Rabbi Seymour Rossel
& Sharon Wechter
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin G.
Rotenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Stoller
Tri-Cities Jewish Federated
Charities of the Shoals
Mrs. Donald P. Weiss
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Wertheim
Jody West
Ms. Mary Wiener &
Mr. Sandy Cohen
George Young

$250 - $499

Mr. & Mrs. Herschel Abelson

Dr. & Mrs. Leo Abraham

Stephen B. Alderman

Mr. & Mrs. Richard B.
Altman

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Arst

Dr. & Mrs. David Benson

Mr. & Mrs. Morris E.
Capouya

Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Cohen

Dr. & Mrs. Carmel J. Cohen

Jonathan Coopersmith

Jack S. Cristil

Dr. & Mrs. Edward A.
Cusnier

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Edelson

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Frapart

Harry R. Friedman

Mr. & Mrs. J. Kent Friedman

Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Friend

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Frisch

Rabbi & Mrs. David Gelfand

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A.
Gerache

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Ghertner

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gibian

Mrs. Herbert Ginsberg

Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Glenn

Dr. & Mrs. Phillip Gorden

Dr. Robert Graber
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Mr. & Mrs. Howard Green

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph H. Greil

Mr. & Mrs. Maury Harris

Hebrew Union Sisterhood,
Greenville, MS

Sue Ellen Hobart

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Jacobs

Jewish Federation of
Fort Worth and
Tarrant County

Mrs. Mary Lou Neth Kahn

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Kaplan

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley B. Kline

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Kohn

Dr. & Mrs. James Krell

Dr. & Mrs. Hugh Lamensdorf

Mr. Albert Leveck

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Levingston

Mr. & Mrs. Morris Lewis

Mr. & Mrs. Sanford
Lichterman

Rabbi & Mrs. Seth Limmer

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Loeb

Mr. & Mrs. Larry M. Loeb

Dr. & Mrs. John Lowe

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Lurie

Ms. Cynthia M. Lyons

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Mayer

Mr. & Mrs. Dick Molpus

Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Oreck

Ambassador & Mrs. John N.
Palmer

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Paris

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Paris

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Pereles

Rabbi Amy Perlin

Mr. & Mrs. Randy Pick

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Polland

David Rayman

Mr. & Mrs. Leon H.
Rittenberg, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Howard C.
Rubin

Rabbi & Mrs. Neil Sandler

Mr. & Mrs. Charles
Schulman

Rabbi Ron Segal

Mr. & Mis. Simon Shlenker, IIT

Mrs. Martin Simmons

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Sir

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Siskin

Ms. Micki Beth Stiller

Mrs. David Toomim

United Hebrew Congregation,
Fort Smith, AR

Harold Wainer

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Waitzer

Dr. Michael Williams

Mrs. Jack Wormser

$100 - $249

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Abroms

Congregation of Adas
Yeshurun, Aiken, SC

Dr. & Mrs. Joel M. Adler

Drs. Bill & Isa Aron

Jake Aronov

Dr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Axelrod

Mark B. Baker

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley F. Baker

Dr. & Mrs. H. J. Barnhard

Dr. & Mrs. David Barton

Mr. & Mrs. Leo Bearman, Jr.

Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Beeber

Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Behrendt

Rabbi Martin Beifield, Jr.

Mr. Jack Belz

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Bender

Mr. & Mrs. Murray P.
Benenson

Judge & Mrs. Robert Benham

Drs. Stephen & Miriam
Bensman

Dr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Bergman

Ms. Rachel Ann Bergman

Rabbi Leah Berkowitz

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Berlin

Mark W. Bernstein

Mrs. Bernard Bindursky

Mr. & Mrs. Allan Bissinger

Mrs. Fannette Blum

Mr. & Mrs. Donald L.
Blumenthal

Mr. & Mrs. Chatrles G.
Boardman

Lottye S. Brodsky

Dr. & Mrs. Maury Bronstein

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur T. Brooks

Mrs. Saul Brooks

Mr. & Mrs. Milton L. Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Isidore Brucker

Dr. & Mrs. Ralph E. Capouya

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Carp

Mr. & Mrs. William E. Carroll

Mr. & Mrs. John Clayman

Mr. & Mrs. Eliot Cohen

Mr. & Mrs. Martye Cohen

Drs. Jackie & Michael Cohen

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Cohen

Mr. & Mrs. Seymour Cohn

Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Cooper

Mr. & Mrs. Martin
Coopersmith

Mrs. Aileen Weiner Dampf

Dr. & Mrs. C. Ralph Daniel, III

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Davidson

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald P. Davis

Ms. Vera Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Scott G. Denaburg

Mrs. Donald DeWitt

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Diamond

Dr. & Mrs. Sheldon S.
Diamond

Dr. & Mrs. Martin J. Drell

Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Van Os
Dreyfus

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Dubin

Mr. & Mrs. John Dupaquier

Steven Edelson & Leslie
Schwartz

Mr. & Mrs. William H. Elson, Jr.

Betty Gotthelf England

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry B. Epstein

Mrs. Herbert P. Feibelman, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fein

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Felt

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fine

Mr. & Mrs. David Finegood

Mr. & Mrs. David E. Fisher

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Fleisig

Rabbi & Mrs. Jerome Fox

Rabbi & Mrs. Steven Fox

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Fraenkel

Sam & Lottie Friedland
Foundation

Mrs. Albert Friedlander

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Friedman, Jr.

Dr. & Mrs. Howard M.
Friedman

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Friedman

Mr. & Mrs. Roland Fry

Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Gammill, 1T

Mrs. Herbert Garon

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gartenberg

Mrs. Ira Gershner

Mr. & Mrs. David J. Ginzl

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Glaser

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Goldberg

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Goldberg

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Goldin

Dr. & Mrs. Leonard Goldman

Margaret Anne Goldsmith

Dr. & Mrs. Gordon 1.
Goldstein

Dr. & Mrs. Martin L. Goldstein

Mr. & Mrs. Seyman Goldstein

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen E. Gordon

Dr. & Mrs. Herbert S.
Greenwald, Jr.

Rabbi & Mrs. Adam Grossman

Mr. & Mrs. Maury Gurwitch

Mr. & Mrs. John Habshey

Commissioner Dick Hall

Drs. Robert and Diane
Hammer

Mrs. Maurice Handelman

Mr. & Mrs. Ellis Hart

Mr. & Mrs. David L. Harwood

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Hasson

Ms. Leslie H. Hayes

Mr. & Mrs. Drew Herzog

Mrs. Robert J. Hesslein

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Hirt

Drs. Michael Honan and
Roxanne Travellute

Elizabeth H. Hoover

Mr. & Mrs. Clay Humphrey

Ms. Barbara S. Hyman

Mr. & Mrs. James Isenberg

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Jacobs

Mr. & Mrs. James B. Jalenak

Mr. & Mrs. L. R. Jalenak, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Harry D. Kahn

Mr. & Mrs. James Kahn

Robert D. Kahn

Rabbi & Mrs. Lewis Kamrass

Dr. & Mrs. Eugene L. Kanter

Rabbi & Mrs. Paul M. Kaplan

Professor & Mrs. Donald
Kartiganer

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Keisler

Mrs. Dorothy Kelly

Bank of Kilmichael,
Kilmichael, MS

Ms. Esther King

Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. King

Mr. & Mrs. Steven C. Kline

Drs. Myron & Angela Koltuv

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Konikoff

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Koock

Mr. & Mrs. S. L. Kopald, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Krinsky

Dr. & Mrs. Jacob R. Lahasky

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley J. Lappen

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Lehmann

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lehmann

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Leibowitz

Ms. Marla Greenberg Lepore

Theodore Levi

Stuart J. Levin and Sondra
Panico

Mr. & Mrs. Julian Levine

Carol J. Levy

David Levy

Mrs. Nathan Levy, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Lichtenfeld

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis J. Liefer

John Lippman

Mr. & Mrs. James L. Loeb, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. William .
Loewenberg

Rabbi & Mrs. Robert Loewy

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Lorch

M. ]. Lyons, II

Morris Macey

Mr. & Mrs. Earl J. Magdovitz

Mr. & Ms. Jerome P. Magdovitz

Dr. & Mrs. Charles
Mansbach, II

Mr. & Mrs. Chatrles D. Marks

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Maselli

Mr. & Mrs. Sanford
Maslansky

Mrs. Fay Millstein May

Peter A. Mayer

Drs. Leslie and Craig McClure

Mr. & Mrs. Charles
McCowan, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Miller

Ms. Julia Miller

Mr. & Mrs. William Mimeles

Mr. & Mrs. [rving Munn

H. Ben Nelken

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Orgel

Dr. Alan J. Orkin

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Orlansky
Mrs. Nathan Ostrich
Mrs. Inez P. Pachter
Mrs. Maurice Pearl
Mr. & Mrs. George Penick
Rabbi & Mrs. James H. Perman
James B. Pfeifer &
Dr. Robynn Zinser
Mr. & Mrs. Don Potts
Rabbi & Mrs. Stanley T. Relkin
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald D. Riches
Philip I. Roby
Dr. Leonard W. Rogoff
Dr. & Mrs. Irving Rosen
Dr. & Mrs. Lane Rosen
Mr. & Mrs. Ricky Rosenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Rosenbush, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. David K. Rosenthal
Mirs. Melvin M. Rosenthal
Kenneth Y. Rosenzweig
Cantor Jessica Roskin
Mr. & Mrs. George Rothkopf
Mr. Julius S. Rubel
William K. Rubenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Samuels
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Schipper
Mr. & Mrs. Morton A. Schrag
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Selber
Mandel C. Selber, Jr.
Rabbi & Mrs. Robert Sharff
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Shawyer
Rabbi & Mrs. Charles P.
Sherman
Cantor & Mrs. Michael
Shochet
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Silberberg
Judge & Mrs. John F. Simon
Mr. & Mrs. Moirris S. Solomon
Dr. & Mrs. Eli Sorkow
Mrs. Harcourt Stebbins
Mr. & Mrs. Philip N. Steel, Jr.
Rabbi & Mrs. Jonathan Stein
Jory Stein
Mrs. James P. Stephan
Steven Strauss
Dr. & Mrs. John L. Stump
Mrs. Earl S. Suffrin
Dr. & Mrs. Warren Summer
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Sussman
Temple Israel Sisterhood,
Memphis, TN
Barry and Teri Tillman
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Trachtenberg
Paul Uhlmann, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Charles
Wampold, Jr.
Dr. Marvin Weintraub
Jay L. Wiener
Dr. & Mrs. Steven M. Wilson
Judge Jerome M. Winsberg
Rabbi Eric B. Wisnia
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathon Wolfson
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Yule
Mr. & Mrs. Joel E. Zemans
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Zipes

Covenant Foundation

Hart with Hart Foundation

Nathan Cummings Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel M. Edelman
Goldring Family Foundation

Ronne & Donald Hess Foundation

Jim Joseph Foundation

Legacy Heritage Fund Limited

Ted Levi

Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc.

Charles and Esther Kimerling Foundation

Ben L. and Betty G. Lamensdorf
Endowment Fund

Natan

AMSKier Agency Insurance

The Marcus Foundation
Mintz Family
Jean and Bill Mosow

Righteous Persons Foundation

Charles and Lynn Schusterman

The Institute is indebted to the following foundations and individuals whose generous investments,
past and present, have enabled us to move our vision forward with confidence:

The David Berg Foundation
Samuel Bronfman Foundation

Shornick Family
The Slingshot Fund
Samuel and Helene Soref

Foundation

Family Foundation

Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation
Woldenberg Foundation
M.B. and Edna Zale Foundation
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Contributions received
between April 26 and
August 30, 2010.

IN BLESSED
MEMORY OF:

Mr. & Mrs. Leo Bearman, Sr.
Joy & Leo Bearman, Jr.

Pearl & Nathan Bergman
Rachel Ann Bergman

Fred Berman
Gail & Michael Goldberg

Margaret & Morris D.
Blumenthal

Bette Ann & Donald
Blumenthal

Sandy Breslauer

Charlett & Marshall Frumin
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Julie & Bob Lang

Esther & Gary Polland

Fannie Tepper Brooks
Arthur Brooks

Sylvia & Harold Brownstein
Cindy & Irv Munn

Mavis K. Cristil
Jack Cristil

Geraldine & Leonard Davis
Karen & Ronald Davis

Jesse Dobel
Ruth Conway

Lynn Edelston

Mindy & Clay Humphrey
Claire Simon

Susan & Macy B. Hart

Dr. David Epstein
Sondra & Howard Epstein

Genevieve Falk

Janice & Buddy Blumenthal
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Mindy & Clay Humphrey
Claire Simon

Ralph A. Franco
Lila K. Franco

Rabbi Albert Friedlander
Evelyn Friedlander

Rabbi Ephraim Frisch
Henry Frisch

Myron Gavant

Susan & Macy B. Hart
Mindy & Clay Humphrey
Betsy & Joey Samuels
Claire Simon

Mace Goodman
Linda & Mark Posner

Norman Graber
Dr. Robert Graber

Eileen Hanf
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Mindy & Clay Humphrey

Ricka Hart

Ellie & Albert Fraenkel
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Mindy & Clay Humphrey
Susan & Paul Miller

Ricka & Carol Hart
Dr. Leonard W. Rogoft
Susan & Neil Sandler

Nelly Hartogs
Elise & Leon Schipper

Julius Hyman
Gladys Hyman

Rabbi Lawrence Jackofsky
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Ron Kaizer
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Toodles (Elizabeth) Kantor
Inez Pachter

Isadore Karpf
Janet H. Brueck

Eileen Davis King
Helen & Harold Davis

Julius King
Esther King

Sigi Kleeman
Elise & Leon Schipper

Joni Lehmann
Katharine Garit & family
Dr. John & Dianne Stump

Kurt Levi
Janet H. Brueck

Stanley Levin
Emma Jane & Bill Carroll

Milton Levy
Lottye Brodsky

Freda & Morris Lewis
Julia Miller

Miriam Lipson
Carolyn Lipson-Walker &
George Walker

Margaret Loeb
Minette & Charles Cooper

Freda Lupin
Dr. Ralph Lupin

Morris Lewis Lustberg
Sandra L. & David Ginsburg

Lenabel & Harry Magdovitz
Barbara & Jerome
Magdovitz

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Magdovitz
Joy & Leo Bearman, Jr.

Harold Jerome May
Fay M. May

Ruth & Sidney Mimeles
Gabrielle & William
Mimeles

Dr. Marshall Nirenberg
Claire Simon

Kate Ordinsky
Dr. Eli & Claire Sorkow

Estelle & Bernard Pearl
Bette Ann & Donald
Blumenthal

Dr. Maurice A. Pearl
Rochelle Pearl

Lorraine Perdeck
Rachael & Edward Cusnier

Dr. & Mrs. Herman Rabin
Diane & Ronald Rabin

Frank Robinson
Barbara Kabakoff

Henrietta Schneider
Nanette & Mel Cohen

Charles Shapero
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Mindy & Clay Humphrey

Jean & Sol Shepp
Barbara & Jerome Magdovitz

Rose Shusterman
Sue Greener

Sylvia Silver
Janet H. Brueck

Ed Simon
Emma Jane & Bill Carroll

Peggy Sternberger
Gail & Michael Goldberg

David Toomim
Shirley Toomim

Howard Turner
Elise & Leon Schipper

Pompey Ucci

Susan & Macy B. Hart
Mindy & Clay Humphrey
Betsy & Joey Samuels
Lynda & Don Yule

Charles H. Wampold, Jr.
Ann & Sidney Dreyfus

Elliot Weiss
Elise & Leon Schipper

Jack Wormser
Carla W. Wormser

IN HONOR OF:

Jonathan Backman
Rabbi Paul M. Kaplan

Bea Bozof
Sylvia & Seyman Goldstein

Sandra & Steve Breslauer’s
anniversary
Suzie & Mel Rockoff

Bunny & Jerome Chapman’s
anniversary

Charlett & Marshall
Frumin

Elaine Crystal
Dr. Gilbert Gradinger

Susan Berman Donn’s
birthday
Syril Portnoy

Bee Farrell’s recovery
Reva & Ellis Hart

Mpyra & Bert Fischel
Betty & Jay Lorch

Dorrit Friedlander’s birthday
Minette & Charles Cooper

Lou Ginsberg’s birthday
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Betsy & Joey Samuels
Nonnie & Butch Wright
Lynda & Don Yule

Nancy Grishman & Pete
Scaramela’s engagement
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Harberg’s
anniversary
Mac Lyons

Ellis Hart's birthday
Phyllis Stern
Lynda & Don Yule

Macy B. Hart
Rabbi Eric B. Wisnia

Reva & Ellis Hart’s
anniversary
Susan & Macy B. Hart

The Macy Hart family
Lou Ginsberg

Mr. & Mrs. Don Hertzog
Sylvia & Seyman Goldstein

Dr. Charlotte Kaplan's
birthday
Barbara & Jeff Levingston

Lily Katz becoming a Bat
Mitzvah
Janice & Buddy Blumenthal

Rabbi Marshal Klaven

Am Shalom-Bowling
Green, KY

Belle & Lewis Bear

Jennifer & Lewis Bear

Congregation B'nai Israel-
Fayetteville, GA

Congregation B'nai Israel-
Monroe, LA

Congregation Etz Chaim-
Bentonville, AR

Ruth & Richard Leibowitz

Rodeph Sholom Cong.-
White, GA

Seminole Hebrew Center-
Ada, OK

Shalom B’harim-
Clarkesville, GA

Donna Taylor

Temple Beth Ahaba-
Muskogee, OK

Temple Beth Shalom-
Auburn, AL

Temple Israel-Paducah, KY

United Hebrew
Congregation-
Fort Smith, AR

Ted Kohn'’s birthday
Miriam Kohn

Jason Levine — Student Rabbi
William K. Rubenstein

Richard Levine’s birthday
Sandi & Bob Kahn

David Levy

Elaine Crystal

Bea Gotthelf

Helen Greenberg

Gilda & Gene Hesdorffer

Shirley & David Orlansky
Lynn & Roger Rosenfield
Joyce & Arthur Salomon

Mac Lyons IIs birthday
Susan & Mark Jacobson

Maurice Raphael’s birthday
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Joanne & David Reagler’s
anniversary
Rachel & Chuck Schulman

Dr. Stuart Rockoff

Athens Jewish Film Festival

East Meadow Jewish Center-
East Meadow, NY

Dr. Leonard Rogoff’s book
“Down Home”
Sondra Panico & Stuart Levin

Sam Rosenblum’s recovery
Gail & Mike Goldberg

Ruth Rosenthal
Carol L. Hart

Robert Roubey
Joanne & Barry Roberts

Rabbi Neil Sandler receiving
his Ph.D.
Reva & Ellis Hart & gang

Jessica Warren Schaeppi
Joy & Benjamin Warren

Alexander Shemper Schwartz’s
Bar Mitzvah
Dr. Joel & Toni Adler

Marilee & Frank Sher’s
birthdays
Charlett & Marshall Frumin

Jay Silberberg’s birthday
Del & Harold Silberberg

Rayman Solomon
Katherine & Larry Buck

Leland Speed
The Gould-Shenfeld Family
Foundation

Eden Sussman
Dr. Howard Sussman

Muriel Turner’s recovery
Reva & Ellis Hart
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GOT HOMETOWN PRIDE?

Then how about a little friendly competition? Please let us know where you grew up! We will officially
announce the community from which we heard the most responses by Nov. 1, 2010. Your response will
help our History Department track the demographic changes that have transtormed the Jewish South and
preserve the legacy of congregations and communities that have disappeared.

Please visit our website - www.ISJL.org — and click on the Hometown Pride tab to complete the brief
questionnaire.
We will ask for:

Your name

Current address

E-mail address

Phone numbers

Spouse’s or significant other’s name

Childhood hometown

Parents’ childhood hometown(s) & family name(s)

Spouse’s or significant other’s childhood hometown & family name:
Where do your children live, currently?

Would you or another family member be willing to share more information about the Jewish community
in which you were raised?
Do you have any photographs/artifacts of your Jewish childhood to share with the History Department?

® Which other members of your Jewish childhood community could enhance the documentation of Jewish life
in your hometown?
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