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We’re always looking for new ways to share, 
celebrate, and explore Southern Jewish life. So for 

our fall edition of CIRCA, this year we’re 
getting on board with a trend that has kept the 
internet sharing memes and listicles for years: 

LifeHacks.

But of course, with us, it’s all about Southern Jewish 
LifeHacks.

In case you’ve missed out on this phenomenon so 
far, a “LifeHack” (or its identical twin, the “pro-tip”) is 

a clever way to approach something you do 
frequently in your life… and “hack” your way in to 
doing it even better. For example, try the cupcake 

LifeHack: The next time you treat yourself to a 
cupcake, don’t just bite into the beautiful dessert 
as-is; instead, cut off the top (all of the frosting, 
some of the cake), turn it upside down onto the 

bottom cake-half, and voila—now you have a 
cupcake sandwich, with less mess and more frosting 

in every bite! 

Hey, you know we love examples taken from food.

Throughout this CIRCA, you’ll see ways that each of 
our departments takes a make-it-better 

Lifehack approach to our work in the Southern 
Jewish world. In ways big and small, we’re always 

seeking solutions to take the Jewish aspects of our 
lives and make them even better, more 

meaningful, more accessible—in other words, less 
mess and more frosting in every bite! 

From education to service to services, and even 
when it comes to lasting legacies, there’s a 

Southern Jewish Lifehack for all of y’all in this issue. 
And of course, from recipes to resources, if you have 

your own Jewish Lifehacks you want to send our 
way, please reach out! We love hearing from our 

readers.   

As we approach the end of 2016, we are excited for 
another year of sharing our Southern Jewish 

experiences with you. Don’t forget to visit our 
website (www.isjl.org), follow us on social media, 
and stay in the loop for the latest stories, events, 

photos, and “pro-tips” for celebrating the beauty that 
is the Jewish South.

IN THIS ISSUE OF CIRCA…
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““Lifehack” is a part of the modern-
day vocabulary now. Defi ned as “a 
tool or technique that makes some 
aspect of one’s life easier or more 
effi cient,” it is a way of doing things 
better—hopefully leading us to 
make changes that not only benefi t 
ourselves, but also our communities. 
This issue of CIRCA is all about our 
organization’s “hacks” in the Jewish 
world, all of which are intended to 
benefi t our communities.   

For me, some very personal 
lifehacks have shaped my life and 
work. First, a confession: I am an 
accidental Jewish Professional. 
Many of you know my story. Raised 
in Winona, Mississippi, by parents 
Ellis and Reva who were committed 
to giving us strong Jewish identities 
and thus drove my siblings and 
me to Sunday School—160 miles 
round-trip each week. They 
encouraged involvement in youth 
group, civic life, the arts. I became 
President of the North American 
Federation of Temple Youth (NFTY). 
When I graduated from college, I 
called the legendary Director of 
NFTY, Rabbi Hank Skirball, to ask if I 
could come to NYC and volunteer to 
work for NFTY for two years as I just 

had to give something back to the 
organization. He asked me if I might 
want to go back to Mississippi for 
those two years instead, to be at 
the Jacobs Camp set to open in June 
of 1970. Two years became thirty 
spent as Director of the URJ Henry 
S. Jacobs Camp, and the rest, as they 
say, is history. 

In those 30 years at Jacobs, I 
learned so much about the Jewish 
communities of the South. They 
needed support. We needed to 
be serving them better. And so I 
came up with a Southern Jewish 
Lifehack—which is, of course, the 
ISJL.

As you will see throughout this 
issue, each of the ISJL’s departments 
are beautiful examples of how we 
“hack” Southern Jewish Life and 
make it a more vibrant, connected 
collection of communities. From 
our regional approach to Jewish 
Education to putting Rabbis on 
the Road, our world-class Cultural 
Programming to our life-changing 
Community Engagement initiatives, 
and of course our Museum and 
Historic Preservation efforts, in 
every area we are always seeking 
“hacks” to fi nd smarter, more 
effective approaches to Jewish 
communal life and service.

While our work is systemic, it 
always comes back to the personal. 
My father, Ellis, turned 100 this 
July; my mother, Reva, turned 92 
in September. Mark Twain wrote, 
paraphrasing, “The older I get, 
the smarter my father gets.” My 
parents weren’t Jewish educators, 
but they were committed parents 
and dedicated volunteers who did 
whatever they had to do to ensure 
Jewish pride and identity in their 

children. My brother and sisters 
and I might have complained 
during those long car rides back 
then—but it was the best “hack” 
my parents had available. Now, 
my staff hits the road to help 
families like mine, bringing Jewish 
programs and education into small 
communities instead of making 
them schlep to get it. Looking 
back, I am amazed at the wisdom 
my parents had to hack their way 
into Jewish life and leadership and 
forge a path for us. They are so 
smart! 

As the year draws to a close, and 
you think about the year-end 
contributions you might make 
to help and “hack” the world 
around you, I hope you will 
consider fi nancially supporting the 
ongoing help and hacks that the 
ISJL provides to Southern Jewish 
communities. We are always 
striving to make access to Jewish 
life “easier and more effective,” and 
we cannot do it without your help.

ISJL President

Macy B. Hart

President’s Message

Reva and Ellis Hart
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As the end of the year approaches, 
and I refl ect on a past year fi lled 
with emotional highs and lows, 
one thing always brings joy to my 
heart and a smile to my face: My 
family.   

I have learned that my family 
is not just my two wonderful 
children, who are defi nitely 
(and will always be) the center 
of my world. However, they are 
now almost-20 and 23-year-old 
adults. I proudly see them joining 
their own various communities 
excitedly, successfully… and 
without me. I also see how my 
“family” is constantly evolving 
and growing, yet always fi lling me 
with love and pride. So here is my 
very personal refl ection on the 
concept of advice, pro-tips, and 
“lifehacks” you’ll see in this issue.

2016 started out with the loss of 
my father. I will never forget the 
moving eulogies given by my son, 
my brother, and my sister. I will 
never forget the support of family 
and friends from the communities 
I have lived in, from birth until 
now—and the support shown by 
friends of my parents, siblings, 
and extended family. I have 
only seen this love and support 
continue as my mother faced 
health issues during the year.  

I think of my niece, age 11, 
so caring and compassionate 
that she texted my daughter at 
college just to say that she had 
played her voicemail message 
so their grandmother could 
hear the message, and then 
let my daughter know that her 
grandmother said she loved her.  
My heart fi lled with love when I 
received a copy of the text too. 
This is what family looks like.

I also think of my ISJL family, and 
how this family fi lls me with pride 

as it grows and evolves. I felt 
great pride last year during the 
high holidays at Congregation 
House of Israel in Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, when former Education 
Fellow, Lex Rofes, came back to 
act as the cantorial soloist for 
the congregation after serving 
as a beloved Education Fellow. I 
also think of the recent children 
born to ISJL staff (three babies 
in the last two years!) and of the 
excitement I feel for these young 
Jewish professionals starting 
their own families. I was so proud 
to read the article published in 
our “Southern & Jewish” blog in 
August by Leah Apothaker, about 
her Gift of Life bone marrow 
donation. This, too, is what family 
looks like.
 
Although the ISJL Fellows and 
staff are not “my” kids, the parent 
in me is inspired by them and 
proud of them—as people, as 
professionals, as part of the 
fabric of Southern Jewish Life.

My advice for the coming year 
involves family and my children’s 
paternal great grandmother, 
Eleanor Lesak (“GG” as she was 
lovingly called by all her Great 
Grandchildren and family). GG 
had a saying that she used with 
her friends and it was “FF.”  If 
you were not able to go to the 
planned movie, dinner or outing 

ISJL Board Chair

Rachel Reagler 

Schulman

Board Chair’s Message

with the group, all you had to say 
was “FF” because they all knew it 
meant “FAMILY FIRST.” Once you 
said FF, the group knew that your 
family needed you for something 
and you would be taking care of 
your family until further notice. 
Nothing more needed to be 
said. I always loved that code 
as it lovingly acknowledged the 
importance of family and was 
respected by the group at large.   

Although families come in many 
sizes and shapes, from blood 
relatives to extended families 
to larger circles or communities 
that are also known as families, I 
believe I adhere to the FF tradition 
today. My FF is my son and 
daughter, my mom and extended 
family, and my ISJL family. So that’s 
my Southern Jewish LifeHack – FF: 
Let’s put Family First, and keep 
supporting our families through 
the innovative work of the ISJL.

All of you reading CIRCA are 
members of the ISJL family. Thank 
you to those of you who have 
already made contributions to 
keep our work going, and as the 
year draws to a close, I urge those 
of you who have not yet given to 
consider making a gift now.

With all best wishes for 2017,

Max, Sarah and Rachel Schulman
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Rachel Stern and Rabbi Matt Dreffi n

EDUCATION

Hack Th em With Hospitality! 

ABOVE
Education Fellows 
Rachel Fraade, Ali 
Duhan and Leah 
Wittenberg during 
a Finding Dory Tot 
Shabbat in 
Columbus, Georgia. 

One thing we’re proud to be 
known for down South is that 
special brand of “Southern 
hospitality.” What exactly does 
Southern hospitality mean? 
Many people picture being 
offered a cold glass of sweet 
tea and a baked treat of some 
kind, and that’s a pretty good 
representation of Southern 
hospitality. But Southern 
and Jewish hospitality is 
something special, because 
hospitality is so central to 
Judaism. We pretty much put 
together the original pro-tips 
for hospitality! 

The fi rst time we are intro-
duced to the Jewish concept 
of hospitality is in the Torah, 
when Abraham invites the 
three wanderers from Mamre 
into his tent to rest while he 
feeds them. From this story 
we get the Jewish value of 
Hachnasat Orchim, welcom-
ing the stranger.

Because of the nature of 
our work, the ISJL Educa-

tion Department thinks about 
hospitality all the time. We 
not only host speakers at our 
conference, visitors to our 
offi ce, and more—we are also 
guests in someone’s home 
almost every weekend, giving 
us the incredible experience of 
receiving a wealth of hospital-
ity. Thus we take a closer look 
at the concept of hospitality 
not only because we hope that 
we will be warmly welcomed 
into our host family’s homes, 
but also because we strive to 
be worthy guests. That’s part of 
our Southern Jewish LifeHack 
approach to hospitality: Wheth-
er we are hosts or hosted, we 
should always be presenting 
our best selves. We understand 
hospitality to be a two-way 
street.

In fact, our being good guests 
very much determines how 
much we will be utilized and 
welcomed into a community. 
Meeting people’s families and 
even pets, sitting down to a 
meal, watching a movie, and 

even just relaxing and chatting 
makes us feel like we are more 
than guests, and instead are 
truly part of the community. 
We may arrive as strangers on 
a fi rst visit, but we are quick-
ly welcomed, and Hachnasat 
Orchim is beautifully embodied 
in our communities.

The relationships we make 
with the communities we serve 
are long lasting. These face to 
face moments are what sets 
us apart from other programs 
and what we love best about 
the job.

Over the years we have come 
up with some great pointers 
for hospitality that guide us 
in being the best hosts and 
guests we can be. Here are just 
a few:

1. Always have a plan. Whether 
you are the guest or the host, 
it’s always nice to know what’s 
happening. Be open about 
what meals you will be having 
together and brainstorm some 
fun things to do together 
during free time.

2. Never come empty handed. 
When we visit our communi-
ties, we always bring a host gift 
such as fresh baked challah, 
a fun magnet for the fridge 
or even a cool fl ashlight. As a 
host, you can also have a spe-
cial treat for your guest too.

3. Cleanliness is next to godli-
ness. Hosting visitors is always 
a great excuse to tidy up your 
house. It shows your guests 
that they matter. We also make 
sure to tidy up after ourselves 
after visiting someone else’s 
home. It shows our apprecia-
tion for staying there.

4. Make sure to introduce 
everyone. When visiting a new 
place it can be overwhelming if 
you are the only stranger. Make 
sure to introduce everyone 
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to your guest so that everyone is 
involved in 
welcoming and hosting. You can 
even make nametags or seating 
labels to make it fun and 
decorative.

5. When in Rome. When we are in 
someone else’s home or community, 
we may eat different foods, experi-
ence different customs, or be there 
for traditions that may feel foreign 
to us. It’s important to recognize 
that as guests, we have to be open 
to what others share with us and 
view everything as a new 
experience.

6. Saying please and thank you 
matters. Saying please and thank 
you go a long way in any host/
guest situation. We send hand-
written thank you notes after every 
visit to our hosts. It may seem 
old-fashioned, but we want the 
people we meet to know how ap-
preciative we are for the chance to 
be with them.

As we look back to the ancient 
example of Abraham welcoming 
the guests, we are reminded that 
this fi rst story of Jewish hospitality 
is still embodied in the Southern 
Jewish hospitality we promote 
today. People still want to meet 
each other, to care for others, to 
be taken care of, and to know that 
they made a difference. That’s 
what hospitality is all about—and 
whether we are hosts or guests, the 
ISJL Education team is committed 
to continuing to embody the values 
of Southern Jewish hospitality and 
we’re happy to share with you 
everything we have learned and 
loved along the way!

To learn more about the ISJL 
Education Department and all of 
the ways they can help and “hack” 
Southern Jewish Life, email Rachel 
Stern (rstern@isjl.org) or Rabbi Matt 
Dreffi n (mdreffi n@isjl.org). 

The life of Lawrence Magdovitz is a truly inspiring Southern Jewish story. Born in 
1937 in Clarksdale, Mississippi, he was welcomed into 
a family active and central in their community. The 
Magdovitz family operated Mack’s Department Store 
for several decades. An Eagle Scout, baseball player, 
and dedicated student, Lawrence graduated from 
Clarksdale High School and then went on to Vanderbilt 
University where he earned a Bachelor of Arts followed 
by a Bachelor of Legal Letters and Juris Doctorate. He 
passed the Tennessee and Mississippi bar exams in 
the same week by taking the Tennessee bar exam in 
Nashville, then driving that night to Oxford to sit for 
the Mississippi bar exam the next morning. After briefl y 
working in Kentucky, Mr. Magdovitz returned home to 
Clarksdale and opened the Law Offi ces of Lawrence 
Magdovitz in 1962; his law practice would span 52 
years.

In addition to his respected legal career, Mr. Magdovitz was an accomplished 
businessman who became a real estate afi cionado. He maintained his professional 
passions for all of his life: He was a licensed attorney in Kentucky, Mississippi and 
Tennessee, a residential contractor and real estate broker in Mississippi, until the day 
he died May 24, 2015 after a long illness.

Though he dedicated vast time and attention to his professional pursuits, even 
becoming the largest single owner of post offi ce buildings in the United States, second 
only to the United States Postal Service itself, Mr. Magdovitz also prioritized his family 
and community. He was preceeded in death by the love of his life, Kerin Northrup 
Coffey, whom he married in 1972 in a ceremony at Temple Beth Israel in Clarksdale; 
he was devoted to his children, Beth Ann and Lawrence M. “Larry” Magdovitz II, and 
adored his four grandchildren. He gave generously to various charities including the 
Boy Scouts and the ISJL, and ensured that good work would continue through the 
Lawrence M. & Kerin C. Magdovitz Foundation. 

At the ISJL, we are most grateful that the legacy of this 
Southern Jewish legend will continue specifi cally through 
his support of the ISJL Education Department and our 
Education Fellows. The Magdovitz family is honoring 
the memory of Lawrence Magdovitz through the naming 
of two of our Education Fellows after their patriarch: 
Two of the ISJL Education Fellows are designated as the 
Lawrence Magdovitz ISJL Education Fellows, and their 
work is supported in honor of Lawrence Magdovitz z”l. 
The Lawrence Magdovitz ISJL Education Fellows will 
embody the commitment to hard work, dedication, and preserving Jewish identity that 
shaped Mr. Magdovitz’s life and work. His legacy lives on through the work the Fellows 
will do educating thousands of Jewish children throughout the South. For the two year 
period of 2016-2018, Rachel Fraade and Leah Wittenberg are the designated Lawrence 
Magdovitz ISJL Education Fellows. 

We are honored and humbled to know that by serving Southern Jewish communities, 
these Lawrence Magdovitz Education Fellows will play a role in ensuring that Mr. 
Magdovitz’s memory will continue to be a blessing throughout the Southern Jewish 
world.

To learn more about legacy giving and supporting the ISJL, email kander@isjl.org.

Lawrence Magdovitz: 
Legacy and Meaning

Lawrence Magdovitz

Rachel Fraade and Leah Wittenberg
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beautiful historic synagogues, and all 
too often, other than the Jewish citizens, 
most members of the local community 
have never been inside! By making an 
effort to publicize welcoming Shabbat 
services, facilitating public programs, 
teaching courses about Judaism, putting 
together a food festival, or inviting mem-
bers of other interfaith congregations to 
tour the building and learn about your 
congregation’s history, you can preserve 
and promote the legacy of the Jewish 
presence in your community. Think of it 
as an “open house”—fi nding a reason to 
throw wide your building’s doors and 
usher the whole community inside! Be 
sure your website is up to date with 
information about when the synagogue 
is open and accessible to the pub-
lic. We’ve been working with historic 
synagogues that are open for tours by 
appointment (like Temple B’nai Israel in 
Natchez) and whose volunteers are 
happy to be liaisons for Jewish life, 
greeting guests and ensuring that the 
legacy of the congregation is not 
forgotten. 

Create a Pop-Up History Exhibit
Ask your community members to pull out 
their boxes from their attic, and donate 
something that represents their own 
take on Southern Jewish life to create a 
temporary exhibit. Ask them to write a 
brief explanation of their artifact. Set the 
exhibit up in a public area for the whole 
congregation and community to enjoy. By 
using local artifacts like Judaica, pho-
tos, letters and scrapbooks, community 
members will have access to an in-depth, 
direct connection to the past. They may 
recognize faces of older congregants and 
rabbis or names of older businesses they 
are familiar with around town. This can 
also be an appropriate time to collect 
oral histories. It’s such a fun intergenera-
tional and creative activity opportunity! 
Use the Encyclopedia of Southern Jewish 
Communities as a resource to highlight 
the history of your congregation and/or 
others like it in your state. Make a list of 
places and names that your 
congregants are familiar with and 
engage in a scavenger hunt to fi nd 
buildings, photos or memorial plaques 
that contain those names.  

While we work hard to write articles 
for this magazine, to prepare descrip-
tive grant narratives, and to produce 
blog posts for our Southern & Jewish 
blog – it’s still sometimes hard to do 
justice to all of the work that goes on 
here at the ISJL. When I meet 
someone new and they ask me “what 
I do,” I always make a quick assess-
ment of my audience to determine 
which answer I’ll give. My most 
common is simply “I teach about 
Southern Jewish history.” This often 
follows with a chat about educa-
tion, Jewish life and culture, the one 
Jewish person we have in common, 
or a quick nod before they move on 
to a different topic. There is a wide 
range of reactions—and some of the 
hacks I’ve learned to employ help me 
engage in the most meaningful way 
possible with everyone I encounter 
in my role as Director of Museum 
Programs.

For the ISJL’s Museum Department, 
teaching about Southern Jewish 
history not only means sharing the 
rich legacy with students young and 
old, but also supporting congrega-
tions in their efforts to preserve and 

Strategies for Celebrating
Southern Jewish History 

present their own important stories 
and artifacts. Looking back on 
those who came before us enables 
us to refl ect on our own lives and 
practices. Learning about Jewish 
immigrants to America, how they 
traveled, what they did to make a 
living, how they built congregations 
and eventually became infl uential 
community members is essential to 
promoting strong Southern Jewish 
identities and appreciating the 
legacy of those who came 
before us. That is our departmental 
Southern Jewish Lifehack: Making 
the Southern Jewish experience 
relevant to all of our audiences by 
understanding our material and 
conveying it in ways specifi c and 
special to the various 
demographics we reach.

Over the years I’ve come up with 
a few strategies on how to best 
preserve and present Southern 
Jewish history in ways that fulfi ll 
the mission of this department. 
These include:

Open House
Our region is home to so many 

Rachel Myers

Museum/
History

Ann Gerache leading a tour in the Anshe Chesed Cemetery in Vicksburg, MS
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Sam Gruber speaks about synagogue architecture in historic Gemiluth Chassed in
Port Gibson, MS

Spend A Day in the 
Cemetery
Since many Jewish 
communities started 
fi rst as burial societies, 
our region’s cemeteries 
are some of our most 
historic sites. Many are 
maintained by dedi-
cated congregational 
committees, or as I’ve come to hear as a common 
refrain — the “one guy with the records.” Do you know 
who is managing your congregation’s cemetery? If 
so- you should thank them! Then ask how you can 
help. Honor the early members of your congregation 
by participating in a cemetery preservation service day. 
But what happens when the congregation isn’t around 
and there isn’t anyone left to give the tour, to mow the 
grass, to open the gates? Here at the ISJL, we consult 
with congregations considering de-consecrating their 
synagogues on how to take care of their artifacts and 
archives. 

Celebrate the Anniversaries
Many of our Southern 
Jewish congregations have 
been around for more than 
a hundred years, and there 
is no better way to get 
energized about celebra-
ting Jewish history than 
with an anniversary! 
Planning a homecoming 

weekend, publishing a memory book, honoring commu-
nity leaders in a public ceremony—all of the efforts put 
into a 100th  or 150th or 200th anniversary celebra-
tion will greatly benefi t future generations of Southern 
Jews. A favorite 
practice of mine is to create a time capsule. Write 
letters to future congregants that describe the state of 
the community today and what we hope for the future. 
Store the letters somewhere safe in the temple 
building marked with a date to open them—and maybe 
add some contemporary Judaica, photos, and more!

Activities like these aren’t my personal Southern Jew-
ish Lifehacks—they’re the sort of incredible events and 
activities that are driven by enthusiastic and dedicated 
congregants throughout the region. I am lucky to work 
with these individuals and institutions. Teachers and 
students that are excited to learn about history by 
implementing our Jewish Immigrant Traveling Trunk 
Program, congregations that embrace and celebrate 
their unique history, visitors who come down South 
for Southern Jewish Heritage Tours… the list of those 
taking advantage of all we have to offer is almost as 
long as the list of tips, tricks, and terrifi c programs we 
implement all year long! 

To learn more about the ISJL Museum Department and all 
of the ways it can help and “hack” Southern Jewish Life, 
email Rachel Myers at rmyers@isjl.org.

Highlights from Southern Jewish 
Historical Society Conference 

Natchez, MS  November, 4-6 2016

SJHS participants enjoy lunch in the historic B’nai B’rith Club in Vicksburg, MS

150 SJHS participants fi lled the pews in Temple B’nai Israel, Natchez, MS, throughout 
the three days of engaging sessions. 
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What advice or “hacks” will the 
Rabbinic Department choose 
to share? Some pro-tips on 
prayers and blessings, natu-
rally! Here’s how to get even 
more out of your daily expe-
riences through the power of 
intention and the inspiration 
of blessings.

Open any prayer book and 
you’re bound to fi nd blessings. 
Most of us are familiar with 
the prayers we recite over 
candles, meals, and holidays. 
But that’s just scratching the 
surface! Dig a little deeper 
and you’ll discover specifi c 
blessings for unique events 
like seeing the fi rst signs 
of spring, meeting a distin-
guished scholar, and even for 
hearing good news. 

Tefi lat Haderech, often called 
the Traveler’s Prayer, is a 
blessing meant to be said at 
the start of a journey. There’s 
an obvious reason for the 
prayer: journeys were (and 
still are) often dangerous. 
Setting off into the unknown 
carries a certain amount of 
risk that could be avoided by 
staying home. It’s no surprise 
that our ancestors found 
comfort in asking for God’s 
protection before taking those 
fi rst steps. 

But there’s another theme in 
the prayer that we might not 
expect. This is the true “pro-
tip” we can glean if we look 
closely: In addition to praying 
to God, we’re also, in a sense, 
praying to ourselves. We pray 
that we have the strength to 

succeed in our travels, and fi nd 
meaning in our journeys. Before 
setting off, we don’t just pray for 
a safe trip, we pray for a mean-
ingful one. 

Tefi lat Haderech has a special 
signifi cance for the Rabbinic 
Department. Covering over 
43,000 miles last year, and 
visiting 26 communities, safety 
is a real concern. But so too is 
meaningful travel. We accom-
plish our best work when we 
are in communities teaching, 
praying, and meeting with our 
region-wide congregation. Yes, 
there are tangible markers of 
success measured in the num-
bers we serve and how we serve 
them. However, our real success 
is in the intangible. It’s in the 
connections made over the 
Shabbat table, the social hall, 
and the temple parking lot. 

The prayer isn’t just for trav-
eling rabbis. It’s for all of us, in 
all of the work that we do and 
on all of the trips that we take. 
Before setting off on a journey, 
long or far, take a moment in 
preparation. Think about the 
purpose of the trip and how to 
achieve it successfully. A journey 
that isn’t worth such prepar-
ation probably isn’t worth 
taking. 

May we fi nd success, fulfi llment, 
and divine protection in all our 
travels— and I hope to see you 
soon in mine! 

To learn more about the ISJL 
Rabbinic Department and all of 
the ways we can help and “hack” 
Southern Jewish Life, email Rabbi 
Jeremy Simons at
 jsimons@isjl.org 

Rabbi Jeremy Simons

RABBINIC

The Traveler’s Prayer: 
A Southern Jewish 
LifeHack To-Go

Rabbi Jeremy Simons leading services at Congregation Beth Israel in 
Gulfport, MS.

Th e Traveler’s Prayer
תפלת הדרך
T’fi lat Haderech

ינוּ וְאִמּוֹתֵינ ינוּ וֵאÏהֵי אֲבוֹתֵֽ יÎ, יְיָ אÏֱהֵֽ יְהִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָנֶֽ
נוּ לְשָׁל נוּ לְשָׁלוֹם, וְתַדְרִיכֵֽ נוּ לְשָׁלוֹם, וְתַצְעִידֵֽ וּ, שֶׁתּוֹלִיכֵֽ

נוּ לְחַיִּים וּלְשִׂמְחָה וּלְשָׁלוֹם, נוּ לִמְחוֹז חֶפְצֵֽ  וֹם, וְתַגִּיעֵֽ
רÍֶ, וּמִכָּל מִינֵי פֻרְעָנִיּוֹ נוּ מִכַּף כָּל אוֹיֵב וְאוֹרֵב בַּדֶּֽ וְתַצִּילֵֽ
 ת הַמִּתְרַגְּשׁוֹת לָבוֹא לָעוֹלָם, וְתִשְׁלַח בְּרָכָה בְּ(כָל) מַעֲשֵׂה
יÎ וּבְעֵינֵי כָל ר סֶד וּלְרַחֲמִים בְּעֵינֶֽ נוּ לְחֵן וּלְחֶֽ ינוּ, וְתִתְּנֵֽ יָדֵֽ
עַ תְּפִלָה וְתַחֲנוּן ינוּ, כִּי אֵל שׁוֹמֵֽ ינוּ, וְתִשְׁמַע קוֹל תַּחֲנוּנֵֽ  וֹאֵֽ

ע תְּפִלָּה תָּה. בָּרוÍּ אַתָּה יְיָ, שׁוֹמֵֽ אָֽ

Y’hi ratzon milfanecha Adonai Eloheinu v’Elohei 
avoteinu v’imoteinu, shetolicheinu l’shalom v’tatzi-
deinu l’shalom, v’tadreichanu l’shalom, v’tagei-aynu 
limchoz cheftzaynu l’chayim ul’simchah ul’shalom. 
V’tatzilaynu micaf kol o-yev v’o-rev baderech, umikol 
minei furaniyot l’chein ulchesed ulrachamim b’einecha 
uvaynay chol ro-aynu, v’tishma kol tachanuneinu, ki el 
shomei-a t’fi lah v’tachanun atah. Baruch atah, Adonai, 
shomei-a t’fi lah. 

May it be Your will, Adonai our God and God of our 
fathers and mothers, to lead us to peace, direct 
our steps to peace, guide us to peace, and bring 
us to our desired destination in life, joy and peace. 
Rescue us from any enemy or ambush on the way, 
and from all affl ictions that trouble the world. Send 
blessing to the work of our hands, and let us fi nd 
grace, kindness and compassion from You and 
from all who see us. Hear our pleas, for You are a 
God who hears prayer and pleas. Blessed are You, 
Adonai, who listens to prayer. 
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Jane Larkin presents to a group at Congregation Beth Israel in Houston.

This year, I’m encouraging our partners 
to stick a little closer to home when 
it comes to funding programming. It’s 
a great way to reduce cost and foster 
connection (interfaith and otherwise) 
within your community, and who 
knows…you may even make some new 
friends! Look inward, reach outward, 
and when you need some help making 
programs happen, your easiest hack is 
just to drop me an email or give me a 
call.

To learn more about the ISJL 
Programming Department and all of the 
ways it  can help and “hack” 
Southern Jewish Life, email Alachua 
Nazarenko at anazarenko@isjl.org.  

Here we are, y’all! We made it 
through another piping hot summer, 
a calendar-packed fall, and now as 
the weather gets cooler and the High 
Holidays move further into my rear-
view mirror, I am starting to think 
about the amazing opportunities 
for winter and spring programming. 
That’s my personal favorite way to 
“hack” Southern Jewish life in a truly 
dynamic way: By bringing the best 
of the best of Jewish performers and 
programs to the South. 

What better way to celebrate 
Chanukah than with a meaningful 
fi lm followed by engaging conver-
sation over some delicious latkes? 
How much more enjoyable could an 
evening at your congregation become 
with a comedian? How much more 
meaningful might a Yom HaShoah 
remembrance program be with a 
concert, Jewish music fi lling the 
building and stirring everyone in 
attendance? You get the picture.

But while programming enhances 
events, the costs associated with 
great programs can be intimidating. 
That’s the Southern Jewish Lifehack 
the ISJL’s Programming Department 
offers you: A way to make these 
programs accessible, cost-wise as 
well as content-wise.

As Director of Cultural Programming 
at the ISJL, I work hard to set up tours 
for our artists to help defray the cost 
of expenses for any one community 
that utilizes our services. With these 
tours, artists typically book a gig 
through us at one big “anchor” 
congregation and then travel within 
four hours of the anchor congrega-
tion for multiple events. This is a 
great system, and one that I certainly 
try to employ whenever possible. But 
it’s not the only programming hack 
out there.

There’s another way to afford 
programming: By looking in your own 
backyard.

What tremendous talent do you have 
locally? Who else can you involve in 
a larger-scale program? Call a church 
down the street, your local Jewish 
Federation, the other Jewish 
congregation in town, or even a 
university. Ask them to partner with 
you to make programming happen 
– and consider bringing in an ISJL 
performer or presenter. Our programs 
are suitable for all ages, faiths, and 
interests, and I can help you decide 
on the best presenter to fi t your 
particular audience and occasion. 
Additionally, I am happy to assist in 
contacting local folks with whom 
you’d like to partner. It is a great way 
to save money while getting to know 
your neighbors.

Cultural LifeHacks: Looking In, 
Reaching Out

Cultural 
Programs

Alachua Nazarenko
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in a complex discussion on confl ict, 
peace, race, class, and their duty as 
citizens, reinforcing the importance of 
the mediators’ role in their schools and 
communities. They empowered the stu-
dents to step up in their communities as 
leaders sooner rather than later, called 
upon them to speak up to their peers 
about cyber-bullying, and challenged 
them to recognize that, as Mayor Yarber 
put it, “Your net work is equal to your 
net worth.” In other words, you earn your 
keep by working to improve the space 
you share. By bringing together 
members of various ethnic, age, and 
interest groups who already have 
investment in their sub-communities, 
we can combine their efforts to reach 
across these boundaries in the interest 
of the greater community. 

Read, Lead, Succeed had a successful 
summer partnership with Jackson State 
University’s 21st Century Program “Call 
Me Misters,” a group of young black men 
studying early childhood education. 
These inspiring role models for students 
to look up to were tremendous partners 
in our work. Supporting and partnering 
with this group meant connecting with 
educators committed to early childhood 
education, known to be a key time for 
early interventions and positive long-
term outcomes—providing us all with a 
stronger future. Cultivating readership 
and leadership is what we strive for in 
this endeavor, and working with Call Me 
Misters was another great step towards 
constantly achieving this goal.

We don’t always have to talk about 
social justice in Hebrew terms to make 
a difference Jewishly. The values we 
hold dear and the opportunity to pass 
them along to our surrounding com-
munities are all around us and without 
limits. As Jews, it is our duty not just to 
teach, but to inspire a love of learning; 
not just to serve, but to inspire a love of 
service. That’s something the Communi-
ty Engagement Department at the ISJL 
strives to do every day.

To learn more about the ISJL Community 
Engagement Department and all of the 
ways they can help and “hack” Southern 
Jewish Life, email Dave Miller at 
dmiller@isjl.org. 

In our Community Engagement 
programs, fundamental Jewish values 
anchor everything we do. That doesn’t 
mean all of our programs serve Jews, 
or are overtly Jewish; but the values 
of Judaism and our commitment to 
repairing the world are central to 
the concepts and skills that we seek 
to impart through our community 
engagement initiatives. That’s our 
“hack”: Making community service 
stronger by infusing it with Jewish 
ideals.

One idea that drives us in our work 
shines brightly in both our peer medi-
ation program, Talk About the Prob-
lems (T.A.P.), and our literacy initiative, 
Read, Lead, Succeed: Kol Yisrael arevim 
zeh l’reicha kamocha, or communal 
responsibility. This value in itself is 
multifaceted, embracing aspects of 
tikkun olam (repairing the world), ka-
vod (respect), tzedek tirdof (the pursuit 
of justice), and many more.

In T.A.P., students are chosen to be 
mediators precisely because they 
are respected by their peers and can, 

Repairing the World: Jewish Values in 
the Secular Sphere

in return, make the disputants feel 
respected and listened to, rather than 
disciplined or judged. Ultimately, we 
seek to create a culture of respect 
which helps students actively seek 
peaceful solutions. By reinforcing these 
skills during mediation, disputants 
learn to replace tense or inappropriate 
dialogue with discourse driven by pos-
itive mutual regard. Feeling like what 
you do matters to someone else and 
that your actions can make a difference 
is a powerful lesson for us to impart to 
these students—and our own Jewish 
understanding of tikkun olam, kavod, 
and tzedek tirdof help us teach these 
concepts.

At the recent T.A.P. Summit, during 
which 80 student mediators, site 
coordinators, and administrators from 
across the state met and trained for 
the new school year, we heard from 
a panel of notable leaders from the 
Jackson, Mississippi community. Mayor 
Tony Yarber, Chief of Police Lee Vance, 
School Board President Beneta Burt, 
and School Board Member Jed 
Oppenheim engaged our participants 

Dave Miller and Rachel Glazer

COMMUNITY
eNGAGEMENT
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Jewish Social 
Justice LifeHacks
Get active!
Engaging in Jewish Social Justice doesn’t need to be a 
big operation; it can be as simple as:
• Volunteering at a food shelter
• Cleaning a park
• Volunteering at a help line
• Making dinner for someone who had a tough day
• Visiting or sending cards to someone in the hospital
• And more!

Read about it!
There are a lot of books that have been written about 
Jews and Social Justice. Some of the ones we 
recommend are: God’s To-Do List, Judaism and Justice, 
Where Justice Dwells, Shared Dreams, and Jewish Roots in 
Southern Soil.

Talk with young people! 
Don’t wait until the ISJL’s 7th grade curriculum to get 
your students talking about Jewish Social Justice. You 
can start teaching them about Kavod (Respect), Kol 
Yisrael Arevim Zeh Bazeh (Communal Responsibility), and 
V’ahavta L’Reiacha Kamocha (Loving your neighbor as 
you love yourself) at a very young age.

Read Lead Succeed with Call Me Misters volunteer. 

Panel Discussion during this summer’s TAP Training.

2016 ISJL IMPACT

283 visits made to 85
Southern Jewish Communities

187 visits made by ISJL 
Education Fellows to 

Southern congregations

60 Rabbinic visits to 
26 different communities 

in 10 states
 

32 Cultural programs held in
15 cities in 7 states

232 visitors traveled 5850 miles over 47 days 
on Southern Jewish Heritage 
tours of 16 Southern cities

92 students serve as trained peer 
mediators in 8 partner schools

More than 150,000
 visits to our website

Tens of thousands of shares of our 
“Southern & Jewish” blog posts
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Keeping it 100: Southern Jewish Centenarians
Ellis Hart
What does one hundred years of a Southern Jewish life look like? All you have 
to do is spend a few minutes with Ellis Hart to get the answer to that question. 
Ellis turned 100 this July, and was able to celebrate this magnifi cent milestone 
with friends and family from near and far. His wife Reva, their four children, 
fourteen grandchildren, and twenty-one great-grandchildren are the heart of 
Mr. Hart’s legacy. From his youth in New Orleans to serving the United States 
Army in World War II, courting his bride, joining the family business in Winona, 
Mississippi, and making his own name in the retail world, Ellis has spent his life 
in the South; and through the long drives to get his kids to Sunday School to 
celebrating simchas for all those great-grandchildren, he has instilled a strong 
Jewish identity in his Southern family. Mazel tov and many more, Ellis—thank 
you for being such a shining example of Southern Jewish strength!

Ellis Hart’s 100th Birthday Celebration with family and friends.

Southern
& Jewish

David Solomon
When David Solomon reached his one hundredth year, hundreds of his 
friends, family, and neighbors braved the heat of July in the Delta to gather 
and recognize one of their favorite folks. Mr. Solomon has long  been one of 
Arkansas’ most respected attorneys. A native of Helena, he left Arkansas to 
earn a bachelor’s degree from Washington University in St. Louis and his law 
degree from Harvard—and then returned to Arkansas. Always a major fi gure 
in his local and regional Jewish community, Mr. Solomon is another ISJL 
patriarch: Rayman, his son, is a past ISJL Board Chair, and granddaughter 
Claire is a former ISJL Education Fellow. His position of honor in both the 
secular and Jewish community was testifi ed to as he sat for more than two 
hours this summer in his hometown, greeting a steady stream of visitors 
who wanted to wish him well and show their affection for this Southern and 
Jewish stalwart.
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In this issue, you can see the updates from each ISJL 
department, learn from our “Southern Jewish Lifehacks,” and also 
read the stories of three inspiring Southern Jewish luminaries
—Lawrence Magdovitz, Ellis Hart, and David Solomon. These are 
all representative of the vast impact and importance of the work 
the ISJL does, sharing stories, celebrating and supporting Jewish 
life, and ensuring a vibrant Jewish future.

As the year comes to a close and you contemplate your year-end 
giving, we hope you will remember the ISJL. Your tax-deductible 
gift supports the work we do each and every day, and without do-
nors like you, we would not be able to have the impact that we do, 
throughout the South and beyond.

We also hope that when your thoughts turn to long-term giving and 
to your lasting legacy, you will also think of the ISJL. Planned giving 
in the form of donor-advised funds, charitable remainder trusts, wills and 
estates can help not only to support our ongoing work but also 
to ease your tax burden while providing a gift for future 
generations through your vision and commitment to a 
bright Jewish future.

To give a gift right now, visit www.isjl.org/donate or call us 
anytime at 601-362-6357.

We would also love to discuss legacy gifts and planned giving 
options. Email information@isjl.org to schedule a conversation or 
send your questions our way.

Thank you.

Lasting Legacies: 
Supporting Southern Jewish Life

wills and 

r 

Chanukah is soon
and The Peddler’s Cart 

can help!

We have more items for all your gifting needs at the Peddler’s Cart online
(www.isjl.org/peddlers_cart)or call 601.362.6357.

Your purchase supports the ISJL’s work! 

Shalom Y’all Mug
$10

Acrylic Tumbler
$10

Shalom Y’all T- Shirts $20
Shalom Y’all Onesies $15

Shalom Y’all Cap $25
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Snapshots from the Road

On the 
Road

3. TALLAHASSEE, 
FLORIDA
Education Fellow Gabi 
Cohn and families from 
the Shomrei Torah 
religious school. 

4. WILLIAMSBURG, 
VIRGINIA
Education Fellow Leah 
Wittenberg and Jake 
Podolin share a smile 
in matching polo shirts 
during Temple Beth El’s 
family Sukkot program. 

1 2

3

4

1. GREENWOOD, 
MISSISSIPPI
Education Fellow Elias 
Chajet celebrates
Havdallah with the 
Goldberg family. 

2. ROME, GEORGIA
Education Fellow Rachel 
Fraade engages in a 
discussion about Tisha B’av 
with Rodeph Sholom 
congregants. 
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5

5. CORPUS 
CHRISTI, TEXAS
Education Fellow 
Shira Muroff and 
students from 
Congregation Beth 
Israel show off their 
decorations for 
Sukkot. 

6. JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI
URJ Mitzvah Corps 
students visited the 
ISJL offi ces during 
their two week 
Civil Rights Journey 
through the Deep 
South. 

7. HOUSTON, 
TEXAS
Students at Beth 
Yeshurun became 
Pokemon masters 
during this fun 
Havdallah program 
with their Education 
Fellow Gabi Cohn.

5

6

7
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Th ank You to Our Supporters! 
In these CIRCA pages, you can see the impact our education, history, museum, cultural, community engagement 
and rabbinic programs have on thousands of people just like you. With deep appreciation, the Goldring/
Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life extends thanks to everyone who made a contribution or pledge from 
January 1- September 30,  2016 to enable our important work. 

$100,000+

The Rosalinde & Arthur Gilbert Foundation
Goldring Family Foundation

Jim Joseph Foundation
W. K. Kellogg Foundation

The Marcus Foundation, Inc.
Lawrence Magdovitz z”l

Charles & Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation
Woldenberg Foundation

Anne & Henry Zarrow Foundation

Maurice Amado Foundation
Anonymous

AMSkier Agency Insurance – Aimee, Jeffrey, 
Henry Skier

The David Berg Foundation
Congregation Emanu-el of the City of New York

Dr. Laura Corman
Mr. & Mrs. Clay Crystal

Lynn Crystal
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Dreeben
Goldstein Family Foundation

Meyer & Ida Gordon Foundation
Ed Grauman

Charles & Esther Kimerling Foundation

2016 ISJL Contributions

Lynette & Steve Koppel
Bequest of Becky & Alvin Labens

Ben Lamensdorf Family, Mike Lamensdorf 
Family, & the Deborah Lamensdorf Jacobs 

& Lou Jacobs Family
Ben May Charitable Trust

Lester Pinkus
Mr. & Mrs. Russ Robinson
Rachel Reagler Schulman

Rayman L. Solomon & Carol Avins
Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Stein
Shirley & David R. Toomim Family 

Foundation
Kenneth Zadeck

$10,000 - $99,999
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$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Abroms
Imogene Berman
Janet Brueck & Jerry Lang
Community Foundation of Jackson, MS
Mr. & Mrs. Marty Davidson
Mr. & Mrs. David Elgart
Pepe & Terry Finn
Mr. & Mrs. Harley Frank
Dr. & Mrs. Marshall Frumin
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Grant
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Goldberg
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Douglas J. Hertz Family Foundation, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Herzog
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Hesdorffer
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Huebscher
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Kanter
Kirschner Trusts
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Leifer
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Lewis
Steve Libowsky & Sue Berman
Meyer Family – Margaret, Helen Marie & 

Harold Meyer
Dr. & Mrs. Alex Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Orgel
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Rittenberg, III
Dr. Robert Roubey & Lisa Brachman
Joseph and Sally Handleman Charitable 

Foundation - Dr. & Mrs. Robert S. 
Sadoff

Spencer Simons
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Sklar
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Stein, Jr.
Arthur L. Stern, III
Steven Strauss
Dr. & Mrs. Rick Streiffer
Bz & Jay Tanenbaum
Harold Wainer
Mary Wiener & Sandy Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Woocher

$1,000 - $4,999
Mr. & Mrs. Hirschel Abelson
Advanced Microsytems
Mr. & Mrs. Jack C. Benjamin, Sr.
Mrs. Alan Brown
Cahn Family Foundation Inc.
Rabbi Angela Buchdahl
Jonathan Coopersmith
Delta Jewish Open Golf Tournament
Arnold Feinstein
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Feldman
Arty & Amy Finkelberg
Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Fried, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. J. Kent Friedman
Drs. Robert & Marlene Garnett

Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Goldberg
The Gottesman Fund
Elaine & Michael Gutenstein
David M. Harris
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen J. Heyman
Jack & Michal Hart Hillman
Mrs. Marcus Hirsch
Jackson Jewish Federation, Jackson, MS
Jewish Federated Charities of the Shoals
Jewish Federation of Greater New 

Orleans
Leo Kayser, III
Drs. Myron & Angela Koltuv
Mr. & Mrs. Cary A. Koplin
Michael H. Laufer
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Legum
William M. Lehman
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Levingston
Mr. & Mrs. Elton Lipnick
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur L. Litman
Dr. Alan S. Luria
Mr. & Mrs. Peter L. Malkin
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Mayersohn, Jr.
Julie Grant Meyer
Gerald Miller
Julia Miller
Susan Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Mintz
Mrs. Saul A. Mintz
Dick Molpus
Rose L. Morrison
Dr. & Mrs. Al Mushlin
Roger Ogden
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Orlansky
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Pasternack, Jr.
David & Karen Reagler
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Romberg
Ann J. Rubin
Mrs. Harold Samuels, Sr.
Michele & Ken Schipper
Dr. & Mrs. Carl Schmulen
Dr. Stuart Schnider
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Schultz
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Shemper
Louis H. Shornick & Bette Shornick
Mary Ann Sternberg
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Stoller
Mrs. Saul Stone
Tri-City Jewish Community Fund, 

Petersburg, VA
Mrs. Benno Wallach
Mrs. Julian Wiener

$500 - $999
Brad & Robin Axelrod
Mrs. James Banks
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Bart, III
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Berenson
Rachel Oestreicher Bernheim

Mr. & Mrs. William Braunig, Jr.
Cheryl Brownstein &  Jane Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. Larry W. Buck
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Buxbaum
Congregation Beth Israel Sisterhood, 

Jackson, MS
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Dreffi n
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry B. Epstein
The Sharna & Irvin Frank Foundation
Mrs. Joseph A. Gerache
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Glenn
Fredric H. Gould
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Green
Rabbi & Mrs. Micah Greenstein
Dr. Jeffrey & Rabbi Sherre Hirsch
Drs. Michael Honan & Roxanne 

Travellute
Jewish Federation of Arkansas
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Karesh
Sol Kimerling
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Klein
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Kline, II
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley B. Kline
Mr. & Mrs. Herman S. Kohlmeyer, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Konikoff
Marisa Levi
Andrea & Paul Levy
Rabbi Robert Levy
Dr. & Mrs. Steve Liverman
Mrs. James Loeb, Sr.
Mrs. Richard Lowenburg
Cynthia M. Lyons
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome P. Magdovitz
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Maibach
Dr. & Mrs. Ike Muslow
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Nemer
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Northrip
Ohavay Zion Synagogue, Lexington, KY
Susan Oppenheim
Ambassador John N. Palmer
Pensacola Jewish Federation
Rabbi Amy & Gary Perlin
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Preis
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer Preis
Mrs. Maurice Raphael
Mr. & Mrs. Charles R. Rayman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Riemer
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Rosenfi eld
Mr. & Mrs. David K. Rosenthal
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Saharovich
Barbara Sasser
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Sembler
Robert A. Shapiro
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Silver
Rabbi David E. Stern
Dr. & Mrs. Barry Uretsky
Mrs. Donald P. Weiss
Dr. & Mrs. A. R. White
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Wurtzburger

George Young
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Zapletal
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Zemke

$250 - $499
Dr. & Mrs. Joel Adler
Stephen B. Alderman
Mr. & Mrs. Richard B. Altman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert P. Antler
Drs. Bill & Isa Aron
Bank of Anguilla (MS)
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Ballard
William T. Beck
Laurie Blitzer & Sam Levine
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Blumenthal
Mr. & Mrs. Charles G. Boardman
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Boyd
Jerry Branson
James Breman
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Burson
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Caller
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Capouya
Rabbi Beth Jacowitz Chottiner
Ms. Jamie Cohen
Mr. & Dr. Edward A. Cusnier
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Donn
Laurie Bell Dworkin & John Bell
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Edelson
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Engel
Mr. & Mrs. John Engel
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fain
Drs. William & Marcie Ferris
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Friedlander
Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Friend
Samuel Gardner
Rabbi & Mrs. David Gelfand
Mrs. Ervin Goldberg
Dr. & Mrs. Phillip Gorden
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph H. Greil
Michael & Nez Gross
Cdr. & Mrs. Julian Hart
Hebrew Union Sisterhood, Greenville, MS
Ronne & Donald Hess Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Hiller
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Hirt
Dr. & Mrs. Gary Hurwitz
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome E. Hyman
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Jacobs
Leon Jacobs, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Katz
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Katz
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen J. Katz
Stu Kaye
Mr. & Mrs. David Kimerling
Dr. & Mrs. Kevin Krane
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Krinsky
Mr. & Mrs. Carl B. Lee
Mrs. Howard Lenhoff
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Albert J. Leveck
Dr. & Mrs. Ellsworth Levine
Robert Lipson & Sharon Kean
Mr. & Mrs. Larry M. Loeb
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Lurie
M. J. Lyons, II
Joy & Ronald Mankoff
Dr. Leon J. Marks
Mr. & Mrs. Sanford Maslansky
Meridian Jewish Welfare Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Miller, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. William Mimeles
Debi & Sam Mishael
Darla Newman
Judge & Mrs. J. David Orlansky
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Palmer
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Paris
Mrs. Maurice Pearl
Dr. & Mrs. Donald Posner
Mr. & Mrs. Leon H. Rittenberg, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Irving Rosen
Rabbi & Mrs. Peter J. Rubinstein
Rabbi & Mrs. Neil Sandler
Judge & Mrs. Gerald Schiff
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Schiffer
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Schwartz
Rabbi Ron Segal
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Shawyer
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sisken
Claire Solomon
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Spanjer
Rabbi & Mrs. Samuel M. Stahl
Rabbi & Mrs. Jonathan Stein
Mrs. James P. Stephan
Leon & Alice Waldoff
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Wexler
Dr. Michael Williams

$100 - $249

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Abroms 
Marilyn & Ted Alford
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Alpert
Mel Altschul
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Arnold
Mr. & Mrs. James M. August
Mr. & Mrs. Mark B. Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley F. Baker
Dr. Laurie Ballew
Mrs. Jeffrey L. Ballon
Dr. & Mrs. H. J. Barnhard
Mr. & Mrs. Robbie Barron
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Bearman, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Behrendt
Jack Belz
Judge & Mrs. Robert Benham
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome E. Benjamin
Dr. Joan Berger & Sherwood H. Weil

Rachel Ann Bergman
Mitchell Berk & Beth Stearman
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Berlin
Mrs. Arthur Berman
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Berman
Nancy M. Berman & Alan J. Bloch
Dr. & Mrs. Henri Bernard
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Bissinger
Mr. & Mrs. Irving M. Blank
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Block
Fannette Blum
Michelle Blumenthal
George E. Bodin
Sam & Deborah Brackstone
Rich Brenner
Lottye S. Brodsky
Dr. & Mrs. Maury W. Bronstein
Mr. & Mrs. Milton L. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Burns
Mrs. Leonard Carp
Betsy Chernau
Ellen Barnett Cleary
Mr. & Mrs. David L. Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Eliot Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. James Cohen
Drs. Jackie & Michael Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Cohen
Dan Cohn
Congregation of Adas Yeshurun, 

Aiken, SC
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Coopersmith
Annette Corman
Dr. & Mrs. Joe Cracraft
Aileen Weiner Dampf
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald P. Davis
Mrs. Donald DeWitt
Dr. & Mrs. Sheldon S. Diamond
Bren Dorsey & Jody Lubritz
Dr. Martin J. Drell
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Dubin
Sara & Mark Edelman
Rabbi Denise Eger
Susan D. Eisenfeld
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart E. Eizenstat
Samuel Elrod
Rabbi & Mrs. Bruce Elder
Julius M. Falkoff
Mrs. Herbert P. Feibelman, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Michael N. Fein
Rabbi Daniel Fellman
Mark & Susan Fijman
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fine
Mr. & Mrs. David E. Fisher
Jeff Fleishmann
Dianne Orkin Footlick
Gilbert Fox, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Freedman
Mrs. Albert Friedlander

Ednah B. Friedman
Mr. & Mrs. Henry L. Friedman
Mr. & Mrs. Henry J. Frisch
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Gachman
Dolores Galea
Gary Geisler
Marilyn Gelman
Stephen Gelman
Mrs. Ira Gershner
John E. Gilcrease
Mrs. Jerome Glatstein
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Glenn
Dr. Alan Gold, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Marc D. Goldberg
Rabbi Lynne & Robert Goldsmith
Betty Allenberg Goldstein
Dr. & Mrs. Gordon I. Goldstein
Jay A. Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Martin I. Goldstein
Rod Goldstein
Frances P. Goodman
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Gottlich
Laney Gradus
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Greely
Sylvia Ehrman Green
J. Bradley Greenblum
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Grishman
Commissioner Dick Hall
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hanan
Mrs. Maurice Handelman
Marla Harbor & Erik Hearon
Mrs. Albert Herzog
Margaret S. Hesslein
Mrs. Joseph D. Hoffman
Hank Holmes
Elizabeth H. Hoover
Ellie Streiffer& Ben Horwitz
Clay & Mindy Humphrey
Paula Hunker
Barbara S. Hyman
Dr. & Mrs. Harris Hyman, III
Mr. & Mrs. James Isenberg
Dr. Charles Itzig, Jr.
Mrs. Lawrence Jackofsky
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Jalenak
Mr. & Mrs. L. R. Jalenak, Jr.
Jewish Endowment Foundation, 

New Orleans, LA
Daniel M. Jonas
Dena Kahan
Mrs. Robert P. Kahn
Beth Kander-Dauphin
Professor & Mrs. Donald Kartiganer
Joanne Kauvar
Mr. & Mrs. David Kessler
Mr. & Mrs. Steven C. Kline
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Koock
Mr. & Mrs. S. L. Kopald, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Elliot Kornreich
Dr. Charles R. Kossman

Dr. & Mrs. John Kubaryk
Mr. & Mrs. Paul M. Kurtz
David Kweller
Dr. & Mrs. Jacob R. Lahasky
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Lahasky
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Larkin
Mrs. Sidney Lazarov
Judith Leavitt
Mrs. Howard Lenoff
Arnold Leon
Ms. Marla Greenberg Lepore
Stuart J. Levin & Sondra Panico
Dorothy G. Levin
Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Levin
Dr. Richard B. Levine
Ms. Carol J. Levy
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Levy
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Levy
Saundra K. Levy
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Lewis
Lena & Eric Lieb
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Lieber
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis J. Liefer
Dr. Carolyn Lipson-Walker & George 

Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald I. Loeb
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Lorch
Robert K. Lyford
Rabbi David Lyon
Mr. & Mrs. Earl J. Magdovitz
Mrs. Arthur D. Mager
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Mansbach, II
Deborah Marcus
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Marcus
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Marcus
Kate Margolis
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Marks
Jennifer Meer
Jeff & Mary Kate Mellow
Dr. & Mrs. David Micklin
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Hart Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Miller
Susan Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Morris
Rabbi Barbara Moskow
Mrs. Lazar Murov
Lt. Col. Ed Nagler
Jerome P. Newmark
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Newstadt
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Oppenheim
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Oreck
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Orkin, Jr.
Mrs. Nathan Ostrich
Mr. & Mrs. Ted H. Pailet
Seinwil Perl
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Perlman
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Plesofsky
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Potlock
Mr. & Mrs. Don Potts
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Prohofsky
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Dr. & Mrs. Leon Reiss
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. E. L. Ronnel
Cantor Jessica Roskin
George Rothkopf
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Royal
Mrs. Milton Rubel
Sherwin B. Rubin
Drs. Marcelo & Eugenia Ruvinsky
Dr. Jonathan Sarna & Ruth Langer
Mr. & Mrs. Dan S. Scharff, Jr.
Alan Scheinine
Hi Schendle
Mr. & Mrs. Elliot Schewel
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Schilit
George & Ann Schimmel
Dr. Barry Schneider
Mr. & Mrs. Morton A. Schrag
Stanley Schwam
Kenneth & Karen Scopp
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Selber
Mandel C. Selber, Jr.
Mrs. Herb Seligman
Mike Sepanic
Abram J. Serotta
Allen Furr & Abby Shapiro
Rabbi & Mrs. Robert Sharff
Dr. & Mrs. William Siegel
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Silverblatt
Drs. Eric Simon & Cathy Lazarus
Eva Simons
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Simon
Loraine Simons
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Simonson
E. H. & Susan Simpson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Slive
Jane Slotin
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Solmson
Mr. & Mrs. Allan B. Solomon
Mr. & Mrs. Morris S. Solomon
Dr. & Mrs. Neil Solomon
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Sonenshine
The Rev. Frank & The Rev. Carol 

Spencer
Alyssa Sperber
Robert E. Spiller
Mr. & Mrs. Philip N. Steel, Jr.
Jory Stein
Dr. & Mrs. John L. Stump
Mark Swick
Dr. & Mrs. Matthew Tarr
Rabbi & Mrs. Joshua S. Taub
Temple Israel, Jonesboro, AR
Temple Israel Sisterhood, 

Memphis, TN
Raquel Tennen
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Tettlebaum

Robert & Dr. Virginia Troy
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Wahba
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Wainer
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Walsh
Sammy Waxman
Mr. & Mrs. Alan E. Weil, Jr.
Sam Weintraub
Beth Phillips Weiss
Professor & Mrs. Stephen 

Whitfi eld
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Whitman
Dr. & Mrs. John S. Wiener
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Wolf
Mrs. Jack Wormser
Carol Yellin
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Zeidman
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Zell
Rabbi & Mrs. Sheldon Zimmerman
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Zipes
Dr. & Mrs. Gary Zola

Tributes

Contributions received between 5/1/2016–9/30/2016

IN BLESSED MEMORY OF:

David & Minnie Adler
Joel & Toni Adler

Rose Marie Album
Nanette & Mel Cohen, Phrose 
Raphael

Ruth Asher
Leanne, Alan & Seth Silverblatt
Brett & Oz Friedmann 

Dennis Beavers
Randle Beavers

Robyn Facher Berger
Lisa & Chip Boardman

Walter Berman
Imogene Berman & Family
Anonymous 

Charles F. & Rhoda Pesses 
Boardman
Lisa & Chip Boardman

Mary Bronstein
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Jacque Segall Caplan
Sylvia Goldstein
Laurie Bell Dworkin, John Bell & 
A. Mitchell Bell

Barbara Cohen
Rachel Reagler Schulman
Michele & Ken Schipper
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Martin Cohen
Stephen & Elaine Kovner

Rheta Hyam Cole
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Elaine & Manny Crystal
Lynn Crystal

Hilda Cubell
Michele & Darren Cubell

Laura Dardick
Craig Young

Frances Davidson
Arnold Cooper

Elaine Meyer Davis
Norma Frachtman

Jonathan Dworkin
James & Laurie Dworkin

Dauna Emmich
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Ann Gerache

Judy Feldman
Irv Feldman

Albert Friedlander
Evelyn Friedlander

Dorrit Friedlander
Evelyn Friedlander

Rabbi Ephraim Frisch
Henry J. Frisch

Anna & Harry Gingold
Dr. John E. Hirsch and Herbert 
Leiman

Barbara Letow Goldfarb
Goldie L. & Marvin Brody

Barbara Goldsmith
Michele & Ken Schipper
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Rachel Reagler Schulman
Alice & David Elgart 

Morton Gorden
Reva & Ellis Hart
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Jerome C. Hafter
Jim Koerber

Martha & Isadore Hirsch
Dr. John E. Hirsch and Herbert 
Leiman

Judith Holzer
Harriet & Donald Schaffer

Michael Horowitz
Wendy & Rich Horowitz

Samuel & Anne Hupart
Ted Roum

Mimi Hussey
Siesel Maibach

Charles and Yvonne Itzig
Dr. Charles Itzig, Jr.

Helene Brill Jonas
Daniel Jonas

Vadim Jonson
Laurie Bell Dworkin, John Bell, Dr. 
A. M. Bell

Eugene L. Kanter
Nancy Kanter

Dorothy Kaplan
Lisa & Chip Boardman

Kay Seligman Katz
Reva & Ellis Hart

Goldie Kweller
David Kweller

Morris Kweller
David Kweller

Morris Lewis, III
Julia L. Miller 

Freda & Morris Lewis, Jr.
Julia L. Miller 
Gerald W. Miller 
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Steven Lipson
Carolyn Lipson-Walker & 
George Walker

Sheldon Lustgarten
Elaine & Michael Gutenstein

Arthur Mager
Sandra Mager

Caroline Klotz Masur
Jay Goldstein, Carole 
Goldstein, Debra Goldstein 
Smith
Al & Donna Tanenbaum
Melinda & Morris Mintz, 
Jean Mintz
Ann G. Gerache
Phil Albin & Elaine Kline 
Albin
Debbie Goldstein Smith, 
Gary Smith, & Family
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Rick Klotz
Nanette & Mel Cohen, 
Phrose Raphael
Rose & Henry Paris

Elaine Goldberg Meyer
Laurie Bell Dworkin & John 
Bell

Sylvia G. Meyer
Laurie Bell Dworkin & John 
Bell

Morris Meyer
Laurie Bell Dworkin & John 
Bell

Herb Moore
Reva & Ellis Hart

Lazar N. Murov
Pauline Murov

Pauline Murov
Steve Strauss

Celeste and D. H. Orkin
Dianne Footlick

Dr. Nathan Ostrich
Jean Ostrich

Inez Price Pachter
Ilse M. Goldberg
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Tamra Perlman
Michele & Ken Schipper
Rachel Reagler Schulman

Arnold Pesses
Lisa & Chip Boardman

Helen Rose Pesses
Lisa & Chip Boardman

I.L. & Ida Blum Pesses
Lisa & Chip Boardman

Leonard Pesses
Lisa & Chip Boardman

Beryl Goldberg Pincus
Laurie Bell Dworkin & John 
Bell

Joseph & Sally Roum
Ted Roum

Jerome J. Safer
David L. Safer

Bobby Schendle
Reva & Ellis Hart

Carol Schneider
Michele & Ken Schipper
Rachel Reagler Schulman

Simon Sharp
Tamar & Peter Sharp

Lee Shornick
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Reva & Ellis Hart

Herbert Silverberg
Pauline Carp

Lionel Silverfi eld
Nora Silverfi eld

Dr. Gil Spivey
Reva & Ellis Hart

Carolyn Stein
Betsy & Joey Samuels
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Beth & Steve Orlansky
Reva & Ellis Hart
Debra & Joel Jacobs

Jack Wormser
Carla Wormser

Evelyn Wylen
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Ed Zerlin
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Michele & Ken Schipper

IN HONOR OF:

Dawn Bachman
Jodi and Rick Prohofsky

Marjie Berman Block
Scott & Julie Miller

Frances Brenner
Richard T. Brenner

Janet Brueck & Jerome Lang
Ann Rubin

Ben Chaidell
Joel Chaiken & Sue Ellen 
Dodell

Adam Cohen’s graduation & 
scholarship
Carol M. Ginsburg

Peggye Cohen’s birthday
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Mike Cooper’s recovery
Gail & Mike Goldberg

Erica & Rabbi Matt Dreffi n’s 
new baby - Riley
Gail & Mike Goldberg

Rabbi Matt Dreffi n
Temple Shalom of NWA - 
Fayetteville AR
Congregation B’nai Israel - Monroe, 
LA
Temple B’nai Israel - Panama City, 
FL
Congregation B’nai Israel - 
Natchez, MS
Congregation Shomrei Torah - 
Tallahassee, FL
Darla Newman

Irv Feldman’s birthday
Amy & Arty Finkelberg
Michele, Ken, Alana, Jacob & Eric 
Schipper

Roz Fowler
Arati Moses

Diane & Alan Franco
Lisa & Chip Boardman

Jack Friedlander’s recovery
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Rob Friedman
Temple Emanu-El - Longview TX
Anshe Chesed Congregation - 
Vicksburg MS
Congregation B’nai Israel - 
Natchez, MS

Charlett Frumin’s birthday
Susan & Butch Frumin
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Michelle & Marc Gary
Zachary Taylor

Leah Gersh’s Birthday
Her Children, Grandchildren, 
  & Great Granddaughter

Annie Bayer Goldberg
Ilse M. Goldberg
 
Gail Goldberg
Marilyn & Herb Notowich
Janet Brueck

Gail Moyer Goldberg
Ilse M. Goldberg

Gail & Mike Goldberg’s anniversary
Ilse M. Goldberg

Jerome Goldberg 
Ilse M. Goldberg

Mike Goldberg 
Ilse M. Goldberg

Rachel Hirsch Goldberg
Ilse M. Goldberg

Dr. Richard A. Goldberg
Ilse M. Goldberg

Scott A. Goldberg 
Ilse M. Goldberg

Rabbi Lynn Goldsmith’s service to 
Temple Emanu-El, Dothan AL
Jack Blumenfeld

Sidney Mace Goodman
Rebecca Goodman

Sylvia Goodman – becoming a 
“Louisiana Legend”
Sandra & David Ginsburg

Bea Gotthelf
Dianne Footlick

Faye & Gaston Greil
Ralph H. Greil

Karen & Jay Harberg’s anniversary
Maxwell J. Lyons, II
 
Leah Harrison
Terry & Bert Romberg

Ellis Hart’s 100th birthday
Sidney & Lynn Morris
Syl Benenson
Sandy Kahn
Michele & Ken Schipper
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Rachel Reagler Schulman
Amy & Jack Friedlander
Beth & Steve Orlansky
Bill & Susan Martin
Jay & Bz Tanenbaum
Barry Schneider
Cyril Portnoy
Arty & Amy Finkelberg
Shirley & David Orlansky
Betsy & Joe Samuels
Nonnie & Butch Wright
Ilse M. Goldberg
Lou Ginsberg
Leanne & Alan Silverblatt
Rose & Henry Paris
Gail & Mike Goldberg
Susan & Ed Simpson
Eleanor & Albert Fraenkel

Frank Hart’s birthday
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Macy B. Hart
Susan & Jonathan Stein

Reva & Ellis Hart’s anniversary
Susan & Ed Simpson

Reva Hart’s birthday
Cheryl & Van Hart
Kathryn Wiener
Sally & Phil Cohen
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Joe Herzog
Alice & Jim Gordon

Ellen Hirsch
Ilse M. Goldberg

Ellen & Steve Hirsch’s new home
Ilse M. Goldberg
Gail & Mike Goldberg

ISJL Ed Fellows who come to 
Greenwood
Else Goldberg

Rabbi Harley Karz-Wagman
Mitchell Bell, Laurie Bell Dworkin, 
John Bell

Bettye Sue Kline’s one year 
anniversary of successful lung 
transplant
Stanley B. Kline
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The Institute is indebted to the following foundations 
and individuals whose generous investments, past 

and present, have enabled us to move 
our vision forward with con fi  dence:

The David Berg Foundation
Bezalel Foundation

Samuel Bronfman Foundation
Covenant Foundation

Elaine and Emanuel Crystal Charitable Fund
Nathan Cummings Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel M. Edelman

The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation
Goldring Family Foun da tion

The Gottesman Fund
Ronne & Donald Hess Foundation

Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc.
Jim Joseph Foundation

Charles and Esther Kimerling Foundation
Ben L. and Betty G. Lamensdorf Endowment Fund

Legacy Heritage Fund Limited
Ted Levi

The Marcus Foundation
Mintz Family

Jean and Bill Mosow
Natan

Righteous Persons Foundation
AMSkier Agency Insurance

Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation
Shornick Family

The Slingshot Fund
Samuel and Helene Soref Foundation

Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation
Woldenberg Foundation

M.B. and Edna Zale Foundation

Dena Levin becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah
Sondra Panico & Stuart Levin

Jeff Levingston’s recovery
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Leslie & Richard Marcus’ 
anniversary
Ann Gerache

Emily Micklin’s birthday
Georgia & Leon Reiss

Scott Miller
Julia L. Miller 
Gerald W. Miller 

Shira Moskowitz’s birthday
Harriett Joseph

Rachel Jarman Myers
Marilyn & Randle White
Museum of the Mississippi Delta
Deborah Marcus
Marlene Trestman
Miriam & John Engel
Temple Emanu-El - Longview, TX

Janey Pillsbury
Lisa & Chip Boardman

Dr. Mark Posner
John E. Gilcrease

Brittany Rader & Family
Lauren Rosenbaum Brown

Sharon & Martin Rothberg
Stephen Whitfi eld

Pam & Lee Rubin’s birthdays
Dan Cohn

Susan Hart Sandler’s birthday
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Reva & Elis Hart

Elise Schipper
Michele, Ken, Alana, Jacob & Eric 
Schipper

Michele Schipper
David Kweller
Rabbi Denise L. Eger

Jen & Chuck Schulman’s marriage
The Hamburg & Furman 
Families

Rachel R. Schulman-Happy New 
Year
Georgia & Leon Reiss

Rachel R. Schulman for her 
generosity
Carol & David Schulman

Shirley Seligman’s birthday
Jackie & Jerry Bendorf

Leanne & Alan Silverblatt’s 
anniversary
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Leanne Silverblatt’s theater debut
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Rabbi Jeremy Simons
Sam Schulman
Congregation Shalom b’Harim - 
Dahlonega GA
Marilyn & Randle White
Anna Weinstein & Chris Qualls
Temple Beth El - Anniston, AL
Temple Israel - Paducah, KY
Upper Cumberland Jewish 
Community - Fairfi eld Glade, TN
Anshe Chesed Congregation - 
Vicksburg, MS
Randle Beavers
Mindy & Bruce Seidman
Rodeph Sholom Congregation - 
Rome GA
Temple Beth El - Knoxville, TN
Mountain Synagogue - Franklin, 
NC
B’nai Israel - Alexandria, LA
Randle Beavers
Darla Newman
Anshed Chesed Congregation - 
Vicksburg, MS
Temple Israel - Paducah, KY

David Solomon’s 100th Birthday
Drs. Alka & James Cohen
Jay & Bz Tanenbaum
Laney Gradus
Anne & Mike Sepanic
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Reva & Ellis Hart

Janet Stuart
Lisa & Chip Boardman

Jay Tanenbaum’s birthday
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Paxton Simmons Tanenbaum
Rachel Reagler Schulman
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As you contemplate your year-end
 giving, please consider a tax-deductible 

gift to the ISJL. Your contributions 
enable us to accomplish all of the

 wonderful work you’ll read about in this 
issue of CIRCA! 

To give, visit www.isjl.org/donate, call 
601-362-6357, or mail your donation to 
ISJL, P.O. Box 16528, Jackson, MS 39236. 

Thank you! 


