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Sh’ma. The word is small, but 
powerful. It means hear, but in the 
active and imperative sense. It reminds 
us to listen.

Throughout this issue of Shalom Y’all and throughout 
2019, we’re focusing in on the concept of active listening. The 
entire board and staff of the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of 
Southern Jewish Life (ISJL) is tuning in to the idea of listening 
as an imperative; of heeding others’ words and insights as our 
primary call to action.

One of the ways we’re doing this is through a series of 
Listening Tours, which you’ll learn more about in the following 
pages. Over the course of the year, we’ll visit at least one 
community in each of the thirteen states we serve, and take 
notes on the conversations community members have while 
we’re in the room. We’ll pose questions about what’s on their 
minds now, what’s on their radar next, and yes, of course—we’ll 
provide the bagels.

As we go to publication for this issue, we’ve already 
conducted our first few tours. One thing we’ve already heard at 
each event:

“Thank you for listening.”
It’s so simple, but so profound, to truly feel heard.
It is our humbling honor to get to listen to what our 

communities have to say. The Southern Jewish experience 
is unique and universal in its complexities. We don’t want to 
assume or overlook anything as we plan for the ISJL’s future, 
working in partnership with the communities we serve. We 
want to hear what you have to say. We want to be good 
listeners, who take what we hear and help apply it to the 
solutions and strategies we develop, together.

Thank you for talking with us, and here’s to all of the 
conversations and cultivation of community ahead.

Shalom, y’all – 
and sh’ma, y’all! 

Sh’ma, Y’all
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IN EXODUS, THE 
Israelites hear a whole 
lot about how much 
they’ll have to take on 
in order to be God’s 
partners. When asked if 
they agreed to take on 
this mantle, the response 
from our ancestors is one 
that has inspired a lot 
of interpretation, study, 
debate, and even poetry: 
“Na’aseh v’nishma” – “We 
will do and we will listen” 
(Ex. 24:7).

When they made this 
declaration, our people 
had already heard some 
of the obligations that 
would be incumbent 
upon them; knowing 
that more requirements 
were still to come, they 
nevertheless responded 
that they would do, and 
they would listen. 

The work was about to 
begin—and the listening 
would never end.

This aligns with the 
ISJL’s approach to Jewish 
life, historically and in 
this specific moment. 
Having heard what 
some of the needs of 
this region were, we 
began to do the work of 
supporting, celebrating, 

and connecting Jewish 
life in the South. But 
even though the work is 
now well underway, we 
know we must continue 
listening.

We have conducted 
needs assessments 
and regional field 
studies before. In the 
past, we hired field 
representatives to hit 
the road and gather 
insights on our behalf. 
We know it’s important 
to periodically have an 
outside expert weigh in 

on our work, and listen 
to what folks throughout 
our region have to say. 
But this time around, 
it’s our own senior 
staff hitting the road 
to hear what’s on the 
minds of the folks in the 
communities we serve.  
We decided that it was 
important for our senior 
staff members—the ones 
who do the work, day in 

Michele Schipper
ISJL CEO

CEO
MESSAGE

and day out—to do the 
listening.

So much of the ISJL’s 
work involves outreach. 
We travel to communities 
and bring our programs 
and resources directly 
to the individuals and 
organizations with which 
we partner. I am proud of 
how far we have traveled 
today and know that 
these listening tours will 
help inform the work of 
tomorrow. 

When the ISJL was in 
our earliest years, there 
were supporters – many 
of you among them – 
who took a chance on 
the idea of the ISJL, after 
hearing the vision of 
what the ISJL could be. 
It was a big dream: an 
organization that would 
preserve and enrich 
Jewish life throughout 
the South. Recently, one 
of our long-term donors 
shared why he became 
one of those early 
supporters. He said he 
listened as our founders 
explained how the ISJL 
would provide resources 
to communities large 
and small. Today he 
continues to listen as we 
share updates; he reads 
the stories from staff and 
program participants 
throughout the pages of 
this magazine and sees 
the proof that what was 
once a “big idea” is now 
an actual dream come 
true. He said that’s why 

he continues to support 
the ISJL today.   

I am thankful that he 
took the time to listen. 
I hope that you will too. 
And as CEO, I promise 
that we, too, will continue 
to listen to your ideas, 
concerns, and hopes for 
Jewish life in the South.  

WHEN THE ISJL 
WAS IN OUR 
EARLIEST YEARS, 
THERE WERE 
SUPPORTERS - 
MANY OF YOU 
AMONG THEM 
- WHO TOOK A 
CHANCE ON THE 
IDEA OF THE ISJL, 
AFTER HEARING 
THE VISION OF 
WHAT THE ISJL 
COULD BE. 

WHEN THEY 
MADE THIS 
DECLARATION, 
OUR PEOPLE 
HAD ALREADY 
HEARD SOME 
OF THE 
OBLIGATIONS 
THAT WOULD 
BE INCUMBENT 
UPON THEM 
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RIGHT OUT OF LAW 
school, I served as a law 
clerk to Chief Judge John 
D. Schwartz of the United 
States Bankruptcy Court 
for the Northern District 
of Illinois in Chicago.  I 
was excited, nervous 
and just plain scared to 
death. I didn’t know what 
to expect or what exactly 
was expected of me; all I 
knew was that this tall, 
loud, white-haired man 
needed me to research 
the law and write memos 
for him.  

Little did I know how 
this one-year clerkship 
would change my life 
forever – not only because 
of the experience I 
gained, but also because 
of an important life lesson 
I learned.

When I began the job, I 
was at the very beginning 
of my career. I didn’t 
think Judge Schwartz 
would actually ask for my 
opinion or listen to what I 
had to say about the legal 
matters at hand. After 
all, he was the expert in 
bankruptcy law, and I was 
just a recent law school 
graduate.  

Judge Schwartz quickly 

informed me that he did 
want to know what I had 
to say. He wanted to know 
what I thought about the 
law and how I interpreted 
the Bankruptcy Code. He 
wanted me to speak up, 
because, as he reminded 
me, that was a major part 
of my job. 

I learned under his 
leadership that my voice 
was important. Judge 
Schwartz listened to his 
law clerks over the many 
years he faithfully served 
as a bankruptcy judge. 
I’m not the only one 
who benefited from his 

mentoring and listening. 
Although there was 
never any doubt during 
my time working for him 
that Judge Schwartz 
was The Judge and I was 
The Law Clerk, I, too, had 

Rachel Reagler 
Schulman
ISJL Board Chair

BOARD CHAIR 
MESSAGE

I INVITE YOU 
TO JOIN THE 
CONVERSATION, 
BECAUSE YOUR 
VOICE DOES 
MATTER. 
MOREOVER, IT IS 
A GREAT FEELING 
TO BE AN ACTIVE 
MEMBER OF THE 
TEAM. 

I WAS EXCITED, 
NERVOUS, AND 
JUST PLAIN 
SCARED TO 
DEATH. I DIDN’T 
KNOW WHAT TO 
EXPECT...
LITTLE DID I 
KNOW HOW 
THIS ONE-YEAR 
CLERKSHIP 
WOULD 
CHANGE MY LIFE 
FOREVER.

an important role. I was 
proud to be his law clerk 
and part of his team.  

At the ISJL, we work in 
teams as well.  We refer 
to the communities we 
serve as our “partners,” 
and we want to listen 
to and learn from their 
voices. Throughout the 
coming year, members 
of the ISJL team will 
travel around our 13-state 
region to conduct 
Listening Tours.  We will 
have at least one tour in 
each state.  Believe it or 
not, a Listening Tour is just 
what it sounds like: ISJL 
team members will listen 
to what you have to say! 

And what will be the 
subject of the Listening 
Tours?  What will the ISJL 
be listening to?  We want 
to understand what is on 
your mind regarding the 
future of YOUR Jewish 
community.  What you 
say will be heard.  What 
you say, is important to 
the ISJL.  I invite you to join 
the conversation because 
your voice does matter.  
Moreover, it is a great 
feeling to be an active 
member of the team.   

We thank you for 
being part of our team!  
The board and staff of the 
ISJL appreciate the power 
of all of our partnerships. 
By donating to the ISJL, 
you are another type of 
partner with the ISJL in 
the work we do.
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who feel that now that their kids 
have left home, the synagogue 
can’t offer them anything.  Others 
feel that their synagogues are first 
and foremost (and perhaps only) 
a place for organized prayer and 
nothing else. Maybe they had a 
negative experience with a Jewish 
leader. Maybe no one has invited 
them to participate recently. 
There are also those who, in the 
words of one rabbi, “were looking 
for an excuse their entire lives to 
stop coming to shul and being 
Jewish, and once they found it, 
they latched on to it, and held on 
for dear life.” 

Getting people back into 

the building isn’t easy. It can 
be an uphill struggle, but one 
that is certainly winnable—and 
worthwhile! So how do we begin 
to tap in to what might excite 
and re-engage our congregants?

The first step is to listen. 
Reach out to former and inactive 
members and ask them why 
their participation has waned, 
and what it would take for them 
to return to the synagogue. 
Take their responses and input 
seriously. Respect the fact that 
their Judaism might not be your 
Judaism. We have to remember 
that being Jewish is far more than 
just tefilah (prayer) and da’at 

FROM TORAH ON TAP TO 
RUNNING WITH THE RABBI:

LISTEN TO WHAT GETS YOUR COMMUNITY EXCITED

I HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF 
conducting one of the ISJL’s 
very first Listening Tours—a 
great opportunity to hear what 
people in the region have to say. 
One of my main takeaways from 
that experience, as well as from 
my regular visits to our partner 
congregations, is the anguish that 
communities large and small feel 
over the considerable number of 
disaffected and disengaged Jews 
in their midst.

Why have so many individuals 
separated themselves from 
synagogues, and from organized 
Jewish life in general? The reasons 
may vary. Some are empty nesters, 

Rabbinical Services

A great example of engaging programming. For their seder during last year’s Passover Pilgrimage, the community in Greenwood, MS, met at 
the Viking Cooking School!

By Rabbi Aaron Rozovsky
ISJL Director of Rabbinical Services
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We’re calling these visits 
Listening Tours. The Listening 
Tour will cover our entire thirteen-
state southern region. Senior 
staff will visit communities with 
which we already partner, as 
well as communities we have 
not served in some time or 
where we have yet to bring any 
programming. 

As we look ahead to 2020, 
which will mark the ISJL’s 
twentieth year, and plan for many 
more years of service, we want 
to be sure that the resources 
and programs we provide align 
with your current and emerging 
needs. The goal of the Listening 
Tour is not for us to pitch 
programs or make the case for 
the ISJL. It’s for us to listen to the 
communities across our service 
area and facilitate community 
conversations around the issues 
that matter most in the Southern 
Jewish community. 

We want these tours to be 

engaging, meaningful, and 
enjoyable. To set a positive 
tone, the ISJL staff member 
conducting the tour shows 
up early, brings snacks, asks 
questions, and takes notes while 
community members do the 
talking. We’re looking forward 
to candid conversations about 
current and emerging needs, 
gathering individuals’ thoughts 
on the issues specific to their 
communities and across the 
spectrum of Jewish life.

At the conclusion of the year 
of Listening Tours, we’ll outline 
our findings (maintaining 
confidentiality as needed). 
The lessons learned from the 
Listening Tours will become the 
framework for our board and 
staff to begin planning for 2020 
and beyond, ensuring that the 
needs expressed are the ones 
we’re working to address.

See you soon at a Listening 
Tour near you!

(religion). Judaism is about music, 
cuisine, movies, TV shows, dance, 
discussion, social justice, debate 
and learning, culture, peoplehood, 
community, lifecycle events, 
social gatherings, and history… 
it’s everything! From community 
members input, create and 
tailor unique programs that 
address their wants and needs. 

Next, allow for creativity and 
innovation. In the siddur Mishkan 
Tefilah, we implore God during 
Friday night services: “Wake us, 
O God, and shake us from...half-
forgotten melodies and rubric 
prayers of yesteryears.”  Instead of 
just reciting these words, let’s take 
them to heart and live by them. 
Make new memories, and find 
new ways to bring prayer alive. 
Maybe this means adding a family 
Shabbat, a concert Shabbat, or a 
meditative Shabbat into the mix. 
The sky’s the limit!

Finally, publicize everything 
that your community has going on, 
and carefully target your audience.  
If people don’t know you’re out 
there, and don’t know about the 
amazing programs you’re offering, 
they won’t know to show up. Make 
sure to publicize in ways old and 
new. Newsletters and flyers are 
still important; active and inviting 
Facebook pages, Twitter profiles, 
Instagram accounts, and websites 
are also crucial to promoting your 
community and demonstrating 
that you are relatable across 
the generational spectrum.

Bottom line: if your synagogue 
isn’t relevant, people simply won’t 
come. In the ISJL, you have a 
committed partner that not only 
wants you to succeed, but will also  
work tirelessly with you to ensure 
that you and your congregation 
thrive. Whenever you want to talk 
about how to get people more 
involved in your local community, 
we’re here to listen—and to help.

LISTENING TOURS: 
Coming to a Community 
Near You

The ISJL puts staff on the road all the 
time – Education Fellows spend weekends 
in education partner communities, 
Rabbis on the Road puts clergy into 
small towns for Shabbat and holidays, 
Community Engagement staff travel to 
lead ASK module experiences; but this 
year, in addition to the usual reasons we 
hit the road, senior staff will be adding 
another kind of trip to their itineraries.

To connect with Rabbi Rozovsky, 
email arozovsky@isjl.org.
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WE MAKE A LOT OF PROMISES 
in the ISJL Education Department. 
We make commitments not only 
to the communities with which we 
partner, but also to the staff we hire. 
We promise to give Fellows the 
experience of a lifetime, enabling 
them to grow and develop over the 
course of two years. 

Of course, we also promise our 
communities a lot in terms of what 
we will deliver—a comprehensive 
Curriculum, Community Support 
including visits from Fellows, and 
an amazing annual Conference (our 
3 C approach to Jewish education). 
Sometimes, because we’re so 
focused on one aspect of our job 

or another, we forget to check in to 
see if we are fulfilling said promises. 
That’s why it’s important to never 
stop listening. 

As the Fellows’ supervisor 
and mentor, I can’t be in 
every community they visit or 
debrief with every single school 
director each week—but I can 
invite continued feedback and 
conversations through evaluations. 
After each Fellow visits their 
community in-person, we send a 
digital evaluation to find out how 
the Fellow did before their visit, 
during their trip, and during follow-
ups with the community. This helps 
us understand if we’re serving 

YOU GOT SERVED: 
FELLOWS & COMMUNITIES

Education

By Rabbi Matt Dreffin, MAJE
ISJL Director of Education

the Fellows themselves while 
also serving our communities. 
The following quotes, taken from 
actual evaluations of Fellow visits, 
illustrate the ways in which we are 
fulfilling our promises.

“[The Fellow] followed my 
request for a very musical focus 
and it was great; people asked for 
a repeat in spring.”

 One of the things we advertise 
is that we’ll help build up Fellows’ 
service-leading skills. This sort of 
hands-on training enables them to 
serve far into the future—either as 
clergy or as lay leaders—in a variety 
of congregational settings. For the 
communities, it allows them to 
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To connect with Rabbi Dreffin, email mdreffin@isjl.org. 

think big about what their prayerful 
moments can look like (even 
when the Fellow is not leading). 
It’s always a good sign that we’ve 
fulfilled expectations when we’re 
asked for a repeat experience.

“[The Fellow] gave a well 
prepared and interesting d’var 
[Torah], and they did a warm and 
age-appropriate Havdalah with 
our little ones.” 

Writing and delivering a d’var 
Torah is, for most people, a weird and 
unnerving enterprise. It requires 
public speaking, a knowledge of 
the text, and the ability to convey a 
message. Some Fellows come to us 
with more experience than others, 
but we work with all of them 
to improve this area of delivery. 
Furthermore, we’re constantly 
looking at every activity to make 
sure we’re meeting the needs of all 
the learners involved. In this case, 
it looks like we hit the nail on the 
head with age appropriateness — 
whew! We spend time throughout 
the year discussing programs that 
run well and activities that are best 
suited for different ages.

“[The Fellow] ran a scavenger 
hunt around camp and just 
became part of our congregation. 
They had to be ‘on’ the entire 
weekend and it seemed effortless.”

It always warms our hearts to 
hear that not only did the Fellow 
do a good job of executing their 
programs, but they also connected 
with the community. We offer a 
wide variety of experiences across 
geographical and denominational 
lines, saying that “Fellows really 
get to know the communities.” The 
previous quote shows how, even 

over the course of just three visits, 
the Fellow and the community 
really bonded. I always love hearing 
how Fellows even stay in touch with 
community members long after 
their Fellowship; every now and then 
someone gets invited to a wedding!

“The way [the Fellow] spoke 
to and about anti-Semitism was 
unreal. They got the older kids to talk 
and share. Their quiet leadership 
and kind, gentle way of speaking is 
so welcoming.”  

When we recruit new community 
partners, we almost always tell 
them how we are available to write 
programs for a variety of topics and 
events. Sometimes, however, the 
Fellows are not experts in that area; 
they may need to research the topic 
and confer with the rest of our team. 
In the instance of the above quote, I 
know the Fellow was intimidated at 
first about the request, essentially 
stating, “I’m not exactly sure how to 
help in this situation.” But through 
thorough investigation and a good 
amount of teamwork, the Fellow 
was able to provide exactly what 
the congregation needed at that 
time. And, now that they have that 
experience, they’re ready to tackle the 
next topic area that is new to them.

A little listening goes a long 
way, but only if it inspires informed 
action. Any time our communities 
have feedback—in an evaluation, 
or when they want to call to talk 
something through, or when they 
endorse a program by requesting 
a repeat of it— we’re all ears. After 
all, it helps us honor a whole lot of 
promises— improving our service 
to communities and improving 
the experience of our Fellows. 

This page: Humble, TX, students pose 
with Gratitude Pumpkins. Opposite page: 
Education Fellow Mackenzie Haun at Beth 
Israel in Houston. 
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FOCUS ON FAN:
ONCE A FELLOW, ALWAYS A FELLOW

 THERE’S A PHRASE WE HEAR FORMER ISJL FELLOWS SAY MORE THAN 
any other: “Once a Fellow, always a Fellow!” 

Any time former ISJL Community Engagement or Education Fellows run 
into each other in the wild—at conferences, on campuses, at celebratory 
events—they connect over their shared experience. And nine times out 
of ten, they take a picture, tag us on social media, and proudly declare 
#onceafellowalwaysafellow.

So for this issue’s focus on the Fellow Alumni Network (FAN), we’re sharing 
what we’ve heard and seen from our fine FAN folks lately. Enjoy!  

Education
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WHERE THERE’S A WILL  
THERE’S A WAY TO SUPPORT SOUTHERN JEWISH LIFE

Legacy is more than what we leave behind—it’s what we send ahead to 
those we love. It’s how we impact the future, starting today.

What is a “legacy gift” or “planned giving”?
A planned gift is a charitable gift that you decide now to make at some time in the future as part of your 
estate planning. A planned gift can benefit you and loved ones that you name. At the same time, it stands as a 
lasting reminder to your children and succeeding generations of the values and charitable works that are most 
important to you. Wills, trusts, and endowments are all examples of planned giving and legacy gifts. 

How can the ISJL help?
Whether it’s preserving Southern Jewish stories, putting rabbis on the road to small towns, furthering Jewish 
education or making our world a better place through literacy and life-changing community engagement 
initiatives—whatever touches your heart and resonates with your legacy will shape the conversation of how 
together, we can plan for a meaningful future.

The ISJL’s Legacy Giving program can help you meet your planned giving goals.
To learn more, visit www.isjl.org/planned-giving or email us at kander@isjl.org. 



HEARING HISTORY
History

By Dr. Josh Parshall
ISJL Director of History

WHILE THE ISJL’S VARIOUS 
senior staff members have been 
conducting Listening Tours in 
communities across our region, 
the History Department has been 
hearing from folks who are the 
most-directly-linked to the ISJL—
longtime partners, board members, 
and former employees. As part 
of our 2018 Chai Celebration, we 
collected a small set of oral history 
interviews that tell the story of the 
ISJL itself, from the people who 
have made it what it is today. 

Listening to these pioneering 
staff and partners has been 
informative and illuminating; 
hearing firsthand stories of the 
ISJL’s history gives a personal touch 
to our institutional history. The 
interviews have been transcribed 
and are a great addition to our Oral 
History Program—stay tuned for 
opportunities to hear some of those 
intriguing interviews soon! 

I’m also hoping to hear from 
some of you, our Shalom Y’all 
readers. When I wrote last fall 
about conducting research in North 

Florida, I received a letter from 
a South Florida reader who was 
concerned that we wouldn’t be 
addressing Jewish history there. 
Rest assured that the Florida 
section of the Encyclopedia of 
Southern Jewish Communities will 
include entries on South Florida, 
Key West, Tampa, and several other 
cities below Ocala. Additionally, 
when the new essays go live, I 
look forward to hearing what you 
think about our work! Feel free to 
send any Florida insights my way, 
and check our website for the 
encyclopedia additions in the year 
ahead.

We’ve also been hearing a lot 
from others interested in Southern 
Jewish history. We continue 
to receive interesting research 
queries. In December, Heather 
Akers at the Highlands Museum 
and Discovery Center in Ashland, 
Kentucky, contacted me about 
materials related to Ashland’s 
two former synagogues, House 
of Israel and Agudath Achim. She 
was developing an exhibit about 

local religious congregations and 
wanted to make sure not to omit 
the synagogues. I shared a number 
of photographs that we collected 
for our encyclopedia entry on 
Ashland and for a set of short oral 
history videos that we created 
about the local Jewish community. 

As summer quickly approaches, 
the History Department and 
Heritage and Interpretation 
Department are getting ready to 
welcome a new set of interns. Based 
on feedback from last summer’s 
excellent crew, we plan to formalize 
some of the learning that happens 
during the internship with the 
introduction of a weekly seminar. 
The ISJL’s Director of Heritage and 
Interpretation, Nora Katz, and I will 
organize a series of discussions 
based on a variety of readings on 
public history, digital humanities, 
southern Jewish history, Civil 
Rights history, and other pertinent 
topics. We heard from the interns 
that they want more of that content 
and we’re eager to respond to that 
interest.

HEAR THE HISTORIAN
4

2019

Apr.

FREDERICK, 
MARYLAND

If you’re in or near Frederick, Maryland, you’ll 
have the chance to listen to Dr. Josh Parshall on the 
evening of Thursday, April 4, when he speaks on 
Southern Jews and the Civil Rights Movement at 
Beth Sholom Congregation. Interested in bringing 
Dr. Parshall to your community? Email Ann Zivitz 
Kientz: akientz@isjl.org 

Want to learn more about Southern Jewish history? Have something you’d like to share? 
Email Dr. Parshall: jparshall@isjl.org.
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Event sponsorship opportunities are still available. 
Contributions honoring Macy will be used to establish 

the Susan and Macy B. Hart Fund for the ISJL. For more 
information and to make your gift or RSVP for the event, 

visit www.isjl.org/celebrating-macy.

SAVE DATETHE

April

6
2019

to celebrate Macy B. Hart!
We’ll gather in Jackson in honor of 
Macy’s retirement, and thank him 

for his five decades of service to the 
Jewish community and beyond. 
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IMAGINE VISITING THE BURIAL 
site of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. You’ve just spent a few hours 
on a tour of the Breman Jewish 
Heritage Museum of Atlanta with a 
Holocaust survivor. Then you drive 
to nearby Birmingham, Alabama, 
to enjoy Shabbat services and 
dinner with members of the city’s 
Jewish community. You talk to your 
friend about the lecture you heard 
earlier about Jewish immigration 
to the American South beginning 
in the 17th century. You catch up 
to your guide to ask a question 
about the history of Kahal Kadosh 
Beth Elohim in Charleston, South 
Carolina, one of the oldest Jewish 
congregations in the United States. 

A few days later, you’re at Temple 

Mishkan Israel in Selma, Alabama, 
exploring the relationships 
between southern Jewish 
congregations and black churches 
in the Civil Rights Movement. You 
consider what it would have been 
like to live in Selma on Bloody 
Sunday in 1965. Later tonight, you’ll 
attend a play about Nina Simone 
at the Alabama Shakespeare 
Festival and chat with your guide 
about the intersection between 
Jewish music and the blues. Your 
guide mentions Mississippi natives 
B.B. King and Muddy Waters and 
describes an exhibit you’ll soon see 
at the Stax Museum in Memphis. 

Imagine that your trip takes you 
to Jackson, Mississippi; to Little 
Rock, Arkansas; to Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

These hotbeds of activism in the 
Civil Rights Movement are also 
hubs of southern Jewish life. You 
discuss Jewish immigration in 
Savannah, Georgia; Galveston, 
Texas; and New Orleans, 
Louisiana. You ponder issues of 
food insecurity on a farm in the 
Mississippi Delta and read books 
with students at the ISJL’s Literacy 
Achievement Bonanza in Jackson.

Imagine that you’re doing all of 
this with your congregation, your 
Hillel, your community group, or 
your friends and family. Imagine 
the complex conversations and 
challenging discussions you’ll 
have on the bus, walking between 
sites, and standing in museum 
galleries. Imagine that you’re part 

HEARING JEWISH STORIES, 
SEEING SOUTHERN SITES

Heritage & Interpretation

By Nora Katz
ISJL Director of Heritage & Interpretation

Students from Kehillah High in Houston on an Alternative Winter Break trip in New Orleans — pictured in front of Touro Synagogue.
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of a large network of people who 
have taken trips like this in the 
past, and who will be traveling on 
life-changing journeys through 
the Jewish South all year long.

This spring, hundreds of people 
won’t need to imagine these 
experiences. They’ll be living them. 
We listened to what people wanted 
when it comes to Southern Jewish 
Heritage Tours, enhanced our 
itineraries, and as a result we’ll be 
welcoming more groups than ever 
to join us for these trips in 2019. 

Here are the experiences that Southern Jewish Heritage 
Tour groups will have this spring:

•   Learning about running a kosher restaurant – while enjoying a 
delicious meal – in New Orleans
•   Collecting soil from the site of a lynching in Port Jervis, New York, 
and bringing it to the National Memorial for Peace and Justice in 
Montgomery, Alabama 
•   Performing an a capella Shabbat service in Metairie, Louisiana
•   Crossing the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama
•  Visiting historic Jewish communities in Birmingham and 
Montgomery, Alabama;  Atlanta, Georgia; Cleveland, Greenville, 
Greenwood, Vicksburg, Natchez, and Jackson, Mississippi; and 
Lafayette and New Orleans, Louisiana
•   Dancing to southern music at Preservation Hall in New Orleans; 
the B.B. King Museum in Indianola, Mississippi; and Sun Studio in 

Memphis
•   Learning about Rabbi Perry Nussbaum’s activism at the 
Mississippi Civil Rights Museum
•   Preparing sustainable water catchment systems for 
low-income New Orleans residents
•   Attending plays at the Alabama Shakespeare Festival
•   Reflecting on legacies of enslavement in Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Louisiana
•   Exploring their faith in a new context, and gaining a 
deeper appreciation for the diversity of the American 
Jewish story

These itinerary items aren’t all simply designed by us; 
they’re directly informed by the questions and requests 
we get from prospective tour participants. What’s on 
your southern Jewish bucket list? We’re listening! Get   

        in touch so we can make it happen.

 Contact ISJL Director of Heritage and Interpretation Nora Katz at nkatz@isjl.org.

Top: Yale Hillel students getting ready to help clean out the Isaiah T. Montgomery House 
in Mound Bayou, Mississippi, on their 2018 Alternative Spring Break trip. Mid: Preparing 

barrels for transformation into sustainable backyard rain catchment systems with Green Light 
New Orleans. Bottom:  Trip participants from Congregation Beth Torah (Richardson, Texas) on 

the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama.
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LIKE MOST ISJL STAFF, I’M 
often asked what exactly the ISJL 
does. When I answer the question, 
explaining our philosophy of service 
and the extent of our programmatic 
reach, the most common thing I 
hear is simply: “Wow, I had no idea!” 

I never get tired of hearing that, 
especially because that response 
always lets me know that we at the 
ISJL now have a new friend. 

The Cultural Programming 
department is best known for 
having a variety of terrific presenters 
available for any congregation in 
the Southern region. What many 
people don’t know is that we also 
work with Jewish Community 
Centers, universities, day schools, 
churches, and other organizations; 
we want all of our programs to 
be as inclusive and relevant as 
possible. We do all the heavy lifting 
for the programs, for communities 
large and small—because time and 
again, we’ve heard how helpful that 
can be. 

The Jewish community of 
Greenville, South Carolina is having 
their first-ever Jewish film festival 
this month. Their plans were already 
well underway, but the coordinator 

YES, WE DO THAT! 
By Ann Zivitz Kientz

ISJL Director of Programming

of the festival contacted me, 
hoping I could connect them with 
a presenter who could provide 
context for each film before the 
showing and do a question and 
answer segment at the end. I heard 
their needs and was delighted to 
be able to reply with the perfect 
person—one of the presenters on 
our roster. Dr. Eric Goldman, film 
educator, critic and historian, will 
be filling that role. And while he’s 
in the area, he will be speaking at a 
local university as well as traveling 
to Beth Shalom in Columbia, South 
Carolina! 

Risa Strauss, the Director 
of Education at Beth Shalom, 
commented, “I was so happy 
that ISJL and Ann Kientz 
[recommended] Dr. Eric Goldman. 
Ann has helped us with publicity, 
the program, and all arrangements.  
She is fun to work with and I would 
love to get to know her! We look 
forward to working with the ISJL 
again, and very much look forward 
to Dr. Goldman’s visit.”

Another example of hearing and 
meeting a need through cultural 
programming: Temple Emanu-El in 
Dothan, Alabama was working on 

their second annual congregational 
retreat and contacted me to assist 
with finding just the right song-
leader to add that extra sparkle 
to their weekend. In no time, we 
found him– Leo Henkin, a former 
New Yorker now living in New 
Orleans with exactly the skill set 
they sought. 

Dothan’s Religious School 
Director Stephanie Butler said, “We 
love the ISJL! The programming 
department has been wonderful in 
helping Dothan’s Temple Emanu-El 
find talented Jewish professionals 
that match our needs and budget 
perfectly. They take the time to 
listen to the unique needs of our 
community.”

Taking the time to listen is what 
it’s all about. Being contacted 
about a specific need, interest, 
or area of opportunity is one of 
my favorite parts of my job. I am 
always delighted to hear from 
you—so whether you need a 
speaker, song-leader, or full-on 
theatrical production, call or email 
me. Because if you’re wondering 
if we can help with your Jewish 
programming need… the answer 
is probably “Yes, we can do that!” 

To learn more about the ISJL Programming Department, email Ann: akientz@isjl.org.  

Cultural Programming



JOE BUCHANAN

AMAZING JEWISH TALENT CONNECT WITH US

facebook.com/theisjl

@theisjl

@theisjl

youtube.com/theisjl

myjewishlearning.com/southern-
and-jewish

BLOG

THE BIBLE PLAYERS

ERIC & HAPPIE TIM LORSCH

SARA RONIS ANTHONY RUSSELL

BREATHTAKING PERFORMANCES. BUILDING COMMUNITY.

 Ready to bring Jewish performances, songs, stories, and scholarship 
to your community? View the presenters’ roster, read bios, and watch 

sample videos at www.isjl.org/presenters-roster
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THE OPPORTUNITY TO LISTEN 
to our partners is built into the 
framework of the ISJL’s Community 
Engagement department; in fact, 
it’s one of the most meaningful 
aspects of our work. Sometimes 
it occurs intentionally during the 
course of a program. Other times it 
comes during the interactions with 
participants and partners outside 
of a structured setting. 

This is why we often incorporate 
breaking bread into our programs 
(that, and there is nothing better 
than homemade challah, latkes, 
matzo ball soup, and kugel). The 
more you listen and deepen your 
relationships, the more people are 

WE CAN ONLY ENGAGE WHEN 
WE LISTEN

By Dave Miller
ISJL Director of Community Engagement

willing to share. Sometimes sharing 
a meal and some conversation 
really is the first step to repairing 
the world.

The Community Engagement 
team cherishes each interaction 
and appreciates how some 
conversations can touch on 
sensitive topics that define how 
people approach life, parenting, 
their values, and their faith. 
Listening to the communities we 
serve helps us become better allies, 
advocates, and partners. What have 
we been hearing recently? 

In a conversation with our most 
recent cohort of Our Reading Family 
(a literacy program that involves 

the entire nuclear family), parents 
shared how they feel as though 
schools are making important 
strides, but need to improve their 
parent engagement efforts. 

We hear over and over again 
from middle school students in 
our peer mediation program, 
TAP, express that they want more 
opportunities to be leaders at their 
schools and in their communities; 
similarly, our high school TAP 
participants tell us their wishes 
for safer neighborhoods—and the 
seniors cite these wishes as their 
impetus to pursue career paths 
that will teach them how to be a 
part of the solution. 

To learn more about the ISJL’s Community Engagement work, email Dave: dmiller@isjl.org.

Community Engagement
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Leaders in the Jewish community 
tell us they want to find meaningful 
ways to engage with young people 
to ensure that synagogues and 
religious centers thrive. 

Those involved in Jewish social 
justice work tell us they’re seeking 
more opportunities to bring people 
together to build relationships. 

Most of all, we hear countless 
voices across all demographics and 
faiths echoing fundamental values 
of respect, peace, and love.

Listening constantly to partners 
committed to bettering the world, 
I want to find the themes and 
patterns within the sentiments 
expressed. When I think about 
what achieving greater respect, 
peace, and love would take, what 
would have to be said, and what I 
am listening for, I’ve come to realize 
that above all, it’s “yes.” 

Yes to breaking bread with those 
who are different from you. Yes to 
inviting others to a program and 
looking at building partnerships 
even if you don’t share the same 
denomination. Yes to thinking 
outside the box and creative 
solutions, even if they may make 
people nervous. Yes to showing 
up, to making a difference, to truly 
engaging. 

We are commanded to ask 
questions and seek understanding; 
it is so fundamental to who we are 
that it is built into our holidays, our 
traditions, and even our jokes. But 
that is only half of the equation. The 
response you receive to questions is 
just as important as the questions 
themselves. One of the lessons I 
have learned in this work is that if 
you are trying to move a mountain, 
talk to people, listen, build 
relationships, and then ask them to 
pick up a rock. Before you know it, 
pebble by pebble, you will get there 
together.

All year, and always, we’re 
listening. We look forward to 
hearing from you, and responding 
to communal needs with you.

TWO JEWISH LEADERS
ONE INCREDIBLE WEEKEND

Chancellor Arnold M. Eisen leads the Jewish 
Theological Seminary (Conservative). Rabbi David 
Ellenson is President Emeritus of Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion (Reform). When two of the 
people who have stood at the helm of contemporary 
American Jewish life come together in Texas to talk 
frankly about what’s on their minds when it comes to 
the future of American Jewry... you won’t want to miss it.

 “THOUGHTS ON THE JEWISH FUTURE”
MARCH 15 & 16, 2019 | HOUSTON, TEXAS

FRIDAY, MARCH 15
Erev Shabbat Services followed by dinner at 
Congregation Beth Israel (Topic: “The State of Our 
Union: Jews & Judaism in America Today”).

SATURDAY, MARCH 16
Shabbat morning services followed by luncheon at 
Congregation Beth Yeshurun (Topic: “The Future of 
American Judaism”). Later that day, Havdallah and 
discussion at Congregation Beth Yeshurun (Topic: “Who 
We Are, What We Stand For, How We Lead”).

RSVP TODAY AT
WWW.ISJL.ORG/HOUSTON-MARCH-2019
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$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Anshe Chesed Congregation- 
   Vicksburg, MS 
Imogene Berman
Ms. Libby Francis Brateman
Central Synagogue-
   New York, NY
Community Foundation for 
   Mississippi
Toni D. Cooley
Pepe Prince & Terry Finn
Dr. & Mrs. Marshall Frumin
Gail M. & Michael Goldberg
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Hertz
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Herzog
Sally & Bob Huebscher
Jewish Federation of Greater 
   New Orleans 
Junior League of Jackson
Mark & Marcy Kanter
Kirschner Trusts
Alan Leifer & Marcia Siskind
Mr. Stuart Leviton
Morris & Stacey Lewis
Stephen Libowsky & Sue Berman
Dr. Alan S. Luria

$100,000+
The Anne & Henry Zarrow Foundation

Charles & Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation
The Goldring Family Foundation

Jim Joseph Foundation
The Marcus Foundation, Inc.

Robert G. & Ellen S. Gutenstein Family Foundation
The Rosalinde & Arthur Gilbert Foundation

Woldenberg Foundation

THANK YOU 
TO OUR 
SUPPORTERS

Gifts & Gratitude

In these pages, you can see the impact our 
education, history, heritage and interpretation, 
cultural, community engagement, and 
rabbinical programs have on thousands of 
people just like you. With deep appreciation, 
the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern 
Jewish Life extends thanks to everyone who 
made a contribution or pledge from January 
1 - December 31, 2018, to enable our important 
work. 

Meyer Family–Margaret, Helen 
   Marie & Harold Meyer, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Orgel
Mr. Lester Pinkus
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Rittenberg, III
Dr. Robert Roubey & Lisa 
   Brachman
Spencer & Debra Simons
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Stein, Jr.
Ann & Rick Streiffer
Jay & Bz Tanenbaum
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Weinrib
Mrs. Kathryn Wiener
Mary L. Wiener & Sandy Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Zeidman

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous
Ms. Jan Aronson
Mr. & Mrs. Dub Ashner
Dr. Miriam Bensman
The Bernheim Foundation, Inc.
Lottye S. Brodsky-Lyle
Mrs. Elizabeth Brown
Mr. & Mrs. James Cahn
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cooper
Mr. Jonathan Coopersmith

$10,000 - $99,999
AMSkier Agency Insurance-Aimee, Jeffrey 

& Henry
Ben May Charitable Trust

Congregation Emanu-El of New York
Dr. Laura Corman

Elaine and Emanuel Crystal Family Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Marty Davidson
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Dreeben

Ms. Ilene Engel
Mr. Albert Fraenkel

The Goldstein Family Foundation
The Diane P. & Paul Guilford Glazer Fund

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Hesdorffer
Jewish Federation of Central Alabama

Joseph & Sally Handleman Foundation (Joan 
Sadoff)

Meyer & Ida Gordon Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Alex Miller

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
Mr. & Mrs. Russ Robinson

Ms. Rachel Reagler Schulman
Scott & Julie Miller Philanthropic Fund of the 

Dallas Jewish Community Foundation
Rayman L. Solomon & Carol Avins 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael H. Steinhardt

Mr. Kenneth Zadeck

Delta Jewish Open Golf   
   Tournament-Greenville, MS
The Dollar General Literacy 
   Foundation
Lori and Scott Dreffin
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Edelson
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Finegold
Mr. Arnold Feinstein
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Feldman
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Franco
Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Fried, Jr.
Ms. Kathy Friedman
Mr. & Mrs. Lowell J. Friedman
Drs. Robert & Marlene Garnett
Elaine & Michael Gutenstein
Jack & Michal Hart Hillman
Mrs. Marcus Hirsch
Mr. & Mrs. Rocky Horowitz
Franklin Harris Hytken
Jackson Jewish Federation
Dr. & Mrs. Ben F. Jacobs, III
Judge and Mrs. Jacob L. Karno
Mr. Leo Kayser, III
Jean Kent
Mr. & Mrs. Cary A. Koplin
The Aurelia Konrad Charitable 
   Foundation
Bari & Keith Levingston

Dr. & Mrs. Julius L. Levy, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Peter L. Malkin
Mr. Gerald W. Miller
Julia Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Morris F. Mintz
Mrs. Saul A. Mintz
Dick Molpus
Rose L. Morrison
Dr. and Mrs. Al Mushlin
Dr. & Mrs. Ike Muslow
North Louisiana Jewish 
   Federation
The Olive Tree Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Steven D. Orlansky
Rabbi Stephen S. Pearce
David & Karen Reagler
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Romberg
James Rosen Charitable 
   Foundation
Ms. Ann J. Rubin
Mrs. Harold Samuels, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Julian D. Saul
Michele & Ken Schipper
Dr. & Mrs. Carl Schmulen
Dr. Stuart Schnider
Mr. Howard Schultz
Mr. & Mrs. William Sizeler
Lafe Solomon & Catherine 
   Crockett
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Ms. Mary Ann Sternberg
Stoller Family Charitable Trust
Mr. B. J. Tanenbaum
Temple Emanu-El-Longview, TX
Tri-City Jewish Community 
   Fund-Petersburg, VA
Mrs. Alyse Michelle Wagner
Mr. & Mrs. Victor C. Weisskopf
Ms. Dolores Wilkenfeld
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Williams
Mr. Marvin Wolf & The Jewish 
   Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

$500 - $999
Mr. & Mrs. Hirschel B. Abelson
Ruth Anderson
Mrs. James Banks
Mr. & Mrs. Jack C. Benjamin, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Berenson
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Berkeley
Beth Israel Congregation-
   Fayetteville, NC
Beth Israel Sisterhood-
   Jackson, MS
Mr. & Mrs. William Braunig, Jr.
Congregation Am Shalom-
   Bowling Green, KY
Congregation B’nai Israel-
   Monroe, LA
Amanda Abrams & Ben 
   Dorfman
Ms. Laurie Bell Dworkin & 
   John Bell
Mr. & Mrs. J. Kent Friedman
Mrs. Joseph A. Gerache
Mrs. Ira Gershner
Wendy P. and Robert D. 
   Gordon
Dr. & Mrs. Fred Guidry
Mr. & Mrs. Maury Harris
Mrs. Reva Hart
Mr. & Mrs. L.A. “Ladd” Hirsch
Dr. Michael Honan & Dr. Roxanne 
   Travelute
Jewish Federation of Fort 
   Worth and Tarrant County-
   Fort Worth, TX
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Kahn, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Kline, II
Judy and Mark Konikoff
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Lamensdorf
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Legum
Ms. Cynthia M. Lyons
Mr. M.J. Lyons, II
Hannah & Will Martin
Meridian Jewish Welfare 
   Fund-Meridian, MS
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Northrip
Ambassador John N. Palmer
Pensacola Jewish 
   Federation-Pensacola, FL
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis B. Pollak, Sr.
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Posner
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Preis
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer Preis
Mr. & Mrs. Gerry Printz
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Rabin
Mrs. Phrose Raphael
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Riemer
Suzanne Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Rosenfield
Dr. Marcelo Ruvinsky & Dr. 
   Eugenia Ruvinsky
Mr. & Mrs. David Shemper
Mr. Charles Skibell

Dana & Turia Stark-Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Steinberg
Mrs. James P. Stephan
Temple Beth Or-
   Montgomery, AL
Temple B’nai Israel-Tupelo, MS
Dr. & Mrs. Barry Uretsky
Mr.  Bernard Van der Linden
Mrs. Benno Wallach
Mr. Jacob Wasserman
Dr. & Mrs. A. R. White
Mr. J. Edward Wise
Mr. & Mrs. Joel F. Zemans

$250 - $499
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Ackermann
Adas Yeshurun Synagogue-
   Augusta, GA
Ahavath Rayim Synagogue-
   Greenwood, MS
Mr. Stephen B. Alderman
Dr. & Mrs. David Barton
Mrs. Peter K. Baumgarten
Congregation Beth Shalom-
   Auburn, AL
Dr. & Mrs. Malcolm 
   Bonnheim
Dr. & Mrs. Harold Brandt
Mr. & Mrs. Julian Brook
Mr. & Mrs. Larry W. Buck
Mrs. Adele Lander Burke
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Caller
Congregation Adath 
   Yeshurun-Aiken, SC
Congregation B’nai Israel-
   Fayetteville, GA
Congregation B’nai Israel-
   Natchez, MS
Congregation Beth Israel-
   Gulfport, MS
Congregation Beth Shalom-
   Auburn, AL
Mr. & Mrs. Martin 
   Coopersmith
Mr. & Mrs. George Copen
Mr. Michael Davidson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Donn
Susan D. Eisenfeld
Entergy Mississippi, Inc.
Mr.  Jerry B. Epstein
Drs. William & Marcie Ferris
Rabbi Steven & Vicki Reikes 
   Fox
Mr. Monte S. Finkelstein
Mr. & Mrs. Harley Frank
Lauren Fredman & Josh Rogoff
Mr. Steven Friedland
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Friedlander
Stephen Gelman
Perry Gethner
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Gilberg
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Glazer
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Glenn
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Glenn
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Goldberg
Dr. & Mrs. Phillip Gorden
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Green
Ms. Lisa D. Gurwitch
Hebrew Union Sisterhood-
   Greenville, MS
Mr. & Mrs. Donald E. Hess
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Hiller
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Hirt
Mr. & Mrs. L.R. Jalenak, Jr.

Ms. Jane S. Kerr
Mr. & Mrs. David Kessler
Mr. Herman S. Kohlmeyer, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Kevin Krane
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Landers
Mr. Albert J. Leveck
Dr. Ellsworth & Janet Levine
Larry & Maria-Luisa Loeb
Mrs. Richard Lowenburg
Dr. & Mrs. Leo Lowentritt
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Lurie
Dr. Leon J. Marks
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Marks, Jr.
Shaun & Jeremy Medows
Dr. & Mrs. Morton Meltzer
Lieutenant Colonel Ed Nagler
Mr. & Mrs. Benjy Nelken
Claire Solomon Nisen
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin R. Palmer
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Parshall
Mrs. Maurice Pearl
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Polland
Dale & Lee Ronnel
Susan & Gordon M. Rubinett
Mr. & Mrs. Ellis Rudy
Mr. & Mrs. Philip R. Russ
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Samuels
Judge & Mrs. Gerald Schiff
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Selber
Mr. Mandel C. Selber, Jr.
Ms. Sara Speer Selber
Mrs. Martin Simmons
Mrs. Joseph Simmons
Judge & Mrs. John F. Simon
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Sissman
Temple Israel-Paducah, KY
Temple Kol Ami-Fort Mill, SC
Temple Solel-Fort Mill, SC
Mr. & Mrs. Alan E. Weil, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Roy S. Weiner
Rabbi and Mrs. Greg 
   Weisman
Mrs. Donald P. Weiss
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Zapletal

$100 - $249
Adas Israel Congregation-
   Brownsville, TN
Alan and Esther Fleder 
   Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. James Y. Albert
Barry Altshuler
Ms. Barbara G. Andrews
Mr. & Mrs. Robert P. Antler
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Back
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley F. Baker
Mr. William Baker
Dr. Laurie Ballew
Mrs. Jeffrey L. Ballon
Jordan Barkin
Harvey Barnett
Mr. & Mrs. Robbie Barron
Mr. William T. Beck
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Beeber
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Behrendt
Dr. A. Mitchell Bell
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Bendorf
Judge & Mrs. Robert Benham
Ms. Jan Carole Benjamin
Dr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Bergman
Ms. Rachel Ann Bergman
Ms. Celia I. Berk
Mr. Mitchell P. Berliner
Dr. & Mrs. Henri Bernard

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bindursky
Mr. & Mrs. Irving M. Blank
Lawrence Bleiberg
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Bleyer
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Block
Mrs. Julian Bloom
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Blumenthal
Michelle Blumenthal
Mr. & Mrs. Charles G. Boardman
Ms. Heather R. Boshak & Paul  
   Kotlawski
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Botnick
Sam & Deborah Brackstone
Mr. Henry L. Brenner
Dr. Maury W. Bronstein
Elizabeth R. & Eldon J. Brunton
Joseph Buchanan
Mr. Ed Buchman
Margie & Dick Buxbaum
Mr. & Mrs. Eli Capilouto
Mrs. Leonard Carp
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Chapman
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Chod
Mr. & Mrs. John Clayman
Dr. Gerald Cohen
Dr. & Mrs. James Cohen
Debra & John Kozuch Cohen
Mr. Samuel Cohen
Mr. Dan Cohn
Congregation B’nai Israel-
   Columbus, MS
Ms. Annette Corman
Ms. Lynn Crystal
Dr. Rachel Cyrlak Cusnier & 
   Mr. Edward A. Cusnier
Rabbis Michael & Lindsey 
   Danziger
Shelby Deeney
Dr. Sheldon S. Diamond
Mrs. Victoria J. Dodd
Mayo Dorsey & Jody Lubritz
Dr. Martin J. Drell
Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Dubin
Sara & Mark Edelman
Rabbi Denise Eger
Mr. & Mrs. Michael N. Fein
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Fijman
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fine
Dr. & Mrs. Joel Fine
Arty & Amy Finkelberg
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Fleisig
Mr. Gilbert Fox, Sr.
Ms. Diane B. Frankel
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Freedman
Dr. & Mrs. David Friedman
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Friedman, Jr.
Ms. Loris Mayersohn Fullerton
Ms. Marilyn Gelman
Dr. Mark L. Gilberstadt
Mr. John E. Gilcrease
Barbara Gitkin
Mr. David Glatstein
Dr. Alan Gold, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Goldberg
Mark Goldfus and Beverly 
   Rubman
Mr. Bernard Goldstein
Fred & Edwen Goldstein
Dr. & Mrs. Gordon I. Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Goldstein
Dr. & Mrs. Martin I. Goldstein
Mr. Rodney Goldstein
Mrs. Rosanne G. Goldstein
Dr. & Mrs. Carl Goodman



22 The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life   •   SHALOM Y’ALL |  SPRING 2019

TRIBUTES
9/28/18 – 12/31/18

In Memory Of:

Lois W. Gordon Endowment
   Fund of the Dallas Jewish 
   Community Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Greely
Mrs. Sylvia Ehrman Green
David S. & Margaret W. 
   Greenberg
Dr. & Mrs. Marc Greenberg
Mr. J. Bradley Greenblum
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Greenspon
Mr. Steven J. Greil
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Grollman
Susan G. Talley & James C. 
   Gulotta, Jr.
Buster Hale
Mr. & Mrs. Claude Tully Hall Sr.
Commissioner Dick Hall
Mrs. Maurice Handelman
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Nazarenko
Mrs. Gloria Herman
Mrs. Albert Herzog
Hickory Jewish Center-
   Hickory, NC
Claire Nicols & Elbert Hilliard
Mr. & Mrs. Steven N. Hirsch
Mr. Ellis Hoffman
Ms. Paula Hoffman
Ms. Elizabeth H. Hoover
Ellie Streiffer & Ben Horwitz
Ms. Bonnie Hurtig
Ms. Barbara S. Hyman
Dr. Charles Itzig, Jr.
Mrs. Lawrence Jackofsky
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Jalenak
Jewish Federation of Arkansas-
   Little Rock, AR
Lauren Johns
Arnold Kahn
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Kalotkin
The Kander-Dauphin Family
Mrs. Gerald Kane
Mr. Mark R. Kaplan
Rabbi & Mrs. Paul M. Kaplan
Professor & Mrs. Donald 
   Kartiganer
Dana Katz
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Katz
Dr. Madelyn Mishkin Katz
Stuart and Vicky Kelman
Ms. Esther King
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Klein
Mr. Stanley B. Kline
Mr. Andrew Kohen
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Kolchin
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Kole
Rabbi David Komerofsky
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Koppel
Mr. & Mrs. Herb Kornguth
Mr. & Mrs. Haig Koshkarian
Ms. Deborah Krinitzsky
Mr. & Mrs. Paul M. Kurtz
Mr. Donald G. Lambert, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Larkin
Mrs. Alan Lease
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Leavitt
Mr. Rene Lehmann
Ms. Marla Greenberg Lepore
Stuart J. Levin & Sondra Panico
Dr. Richard B. Levine
Ernest Levinson
Ms. Carol J. Levy
Mr. Gus Levy
Mrs. Nathan Levy, Jr.
Ms. Pamela R. Levy
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Lichtenfeld

Ms. Jan Abby Liff
Dr. Carolyn Lipson-Walker
Heather Locus
Mrs. Joan B. Loeb
Mary Ann Long
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Lowe
Ms. Jeanne B. Luckett
Mr. & Mrs. Earl J. Magdovitz
Jay Marcus
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Marks
Mr. & Mrs. Sanford Maslansky
Meer Family Fund
Lori Mesirow
Mr. Don A. Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Munn
Mr. Michael B. Mushlin and 
   Thea Stone
Mr. & Mrs. Don Naron
Mr. &  Mrs. Donald F. Newlin
Northshore Jewish 
   Congregation-Mandeville, LA
Dr. & Mrs. Tom Oelsner
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Oppenheim
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Orkin, Jr.
Mr. David Pace
Dr. Judith & William Page
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore H. Pailet
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Perlman
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Pickus
Dr. & Mrs. Donald I. Posner
Mr. & Mrs. Don Potts
Ms. Mollie Rabinovitz
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Robbins
Susan Robertson
Julia & Ken Robinowitz
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Rosen
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Rosenbaum
Mr. & Mrs. Elliott Rosenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Ricky Rosenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Rosenkranz
Cantor Jessica Roskin’s 
   Discretionary Fund of Temple 
   Emanu-El
Mrs. Milton Rubel
Mr. Ted Rubenstein
Mr. Sherwin B. Rubin
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Sallis
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Sandgarten
Dr. Jonathan Sarna & Ruth 
   Langer
Ms. Barbara Sasser
Alan Scheinine
Mrs. Leon Schipper
Lorraine & Morton A. Schrag
Ms. Robyn Schudmak Hyer
Mr. & Mrs. David Schulman
Laura Schulman
Max Schulman
Jack & Diane Schuster
Mr. Stanley Schwam
Mr. & Mrs. Myron H. Schwitzer
Rabbi & Mrs. Robert Sharff
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Sharp
Susan Shender
Mr. & Mrs. R. Louis Shepard
Dr. & Mrs. Barry Siegel
Mary Ann & Ezra Singer
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Silverblatt
Mr. Fred Silverstein, Jr.
Mr. Andrew Simmons
Mr. & Mrs. Edward L. Simon
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Simon
Mrs. Loraine Simons
Mr. Paul Skolnick

Lolly & Sam Abrams
Mr. & Mrs. Rocky Horowitz

Florence F. Berman
Susan & Allan Donn

Dr. Maxwell D. Berman
Susan & Allan Donn

Dr. Walter I. Berman 
Susan & Allan Donn

Charles F. Boardman
Chip & Lisa Boardman

Rhoda Pesses Boardman
Chip & Lisa Boardman

Harold & Helen Davis
Bob & Kathy Davis

Ernestine Feeney
Dr. Mitchell Bell

Judy Feldman
Amy & Gerry Printz

Eleanor Frankel
Mr. Mandel Selber, Jr.

Dorrit Friedlander
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cooper

Bill Gordon
Don A. Mitchell

Ellis Hart
Don A. Mitchell

Mary Lou & Dr. Mosler Kahn
Robert & Carolyn Landers

Harry & Susan Kessler
Mr. & Mrs. David Kessler

Louis Kleinman
Rachel Reagler Schulman

Ben Lamensdorf
Amy Brownstein & Bruce      
   Mencher
Dan Cohn
Irv & Cindy Munn
Pam & Lee Rubin

Betty Lee & Ben Lamensdorf
Katherine E. Friedman
Dale & Lee Ronnel
Ms. Lesley Silver
Mr. & Mrs. Claude Tully Hall, Sr.

Dr. Hugh Lamensdorf
Mr. & Mrs. Jerold Klein
Dale & Lee Ronnel

George M. Lapides
Michael & Amanda Lapides

Etta Joan (Nickey) Levine
Yvonne Stephan

Nathan Levy, Jr. 
Pamela R. Levy

Freda and Morris Lewis
Julia Miller

Eleanor Bell Light
Ms. Laurie Bell Dworkin

Mrs. Sadie Luchinsky 
Craig Young

Morris Maslow
Mr. Aaron D. Maslow

Ida and Max Mushlin
Mr. Michael B. Mushlin and Thea 
   Stone

Richard E. Orgel  
Michele & Ken Schipper
Rachel Reagler Schulman

Mrs. Shirley Ettinger Orlansky
Lynn & Finny Aronson
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Blumenthal
Rose Mary I. Foncree
Mrs. Sydney Geiger
Susan G. Talley & James C. 
   Gulotta, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Seth Kaplan
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Larkin
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Levingston
Mr. Gus Levy
Mr. Bruce Mintz
Drs. Marcelo J. & Eugenia 
   Ruvinsky

Our Parents
Drs. Marcelo & Eugenia Ruvinsky

Rose Perl and All of the Dearly 
Departed
Mr. Robert Feirstein

Arnold Pesses
Chip & Lisa Boardman

Helen Rose Pesses
Chip & Lisa Boardman

I. L. Pesses
Chip & Lisa Boardman

Ida Blum Pesses
Chip & Lisa Boardman

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Slive
Ms. Jane Slotin
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Sonenshine
Beth Stearman
Rachel Stern & Scott Pullen
Thomas Stiyer
The Joseph & Helen Swiff 
   Fund of the Dallas Jewish 
   Community Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Teitelbaum
Temple Israel-Jonesboro, AR
Barry and Teri Tillman
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Traub
Upper Cumberland Jewish 
   Community-Crossville, TN
Mr. & Mrs. J. P. Villedrouin
Harriet Walters
Mr. Adam Wassell
Mr. & Mrs. Sherwin Weinstein
Professor & Mrs. Stephen 
   Whitfield
Mr. Max R. Whitney
Dr. & Mrs. John S. Wiener
Leah Wittenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Wolf
Mr. Ralph W. Yaffee
Mr. Dan Zimmerman
Dr. Jack Zoller
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Leonard Pesses
Chip & Lisa Boardman

Syril Portnoy
Susan & Allan Donn

Rita & Jack Printz
Amy & Gerry Printz

The Rubenstein Family-
Boonville, MS
Ted Rubenstein

Simon Sharp
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Sharp

Mr. Stanley Sherman
Katherine E. Friedman
Dr. Charles Itzig, Jr. 

James Paul Stephan 
Yvonne Stephan

Arnold & Dorothy Turner
Judge & Mrs. Robert Benham

Elaine Van der Linden
Van der Linden Family
  Foundation

Dr. Lauren Antler
Mr. & Mrs. Robert P. Antler

Dr. & Mrs. Dore Binder
Connie, Donald, Ben, Alan,
   Valerie and Corinne Posner

Carrie Bohn
Wendy Korr

Rabbi Harry Danziger's 80th 
Birthday
Mrs. Reva Hart

Rabbi Matt Dreffin
Elizabeth R. & Eldon J. Brunton
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Freedman
John E. Gilcrease
Wendy P. & Robert D. Gordon
Mr. Mark R. Kaplan

Mr. Irving Feldman
Amy & Gerry Printz

Pepe Finn
Fred & Nancy Guidry

Lynette Fried
Mary Jo Gunde

Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Fried
Mary Jo Gunde

Ms. Deena Gerber
Mr. & Mrs. Richard H. Greenberg

Leah Gersh's Birthday
Maury Kohn

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Gilmore
Connie, Donald, Ben, Alan,
  Valerie and Corinne Posner

Mike & Gail Goldberg's 
Birthdays
Mr. & Mrs. Steven N. Hirsch

Paul Goldberg & Doreen 
Goldberg Butterklee
Jack & Elinor Goldberg Fund

Anonymous
The Stanford and Joan Alexander Foundation

Maurice Amado Foundation
The David Berg Foundation

Bezalel Foundation
Samuel Bronfman Foundation

Covenant Foundation
Elaine and Emanuel Crystal Charitable Fund

Nathan Cummings Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel M. Edelman

The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation
Goldring Family Foundation

The Gottesman Fund
Eugene M. Grant

Ronne & Donald Hess Foundation
Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc.
Jim Joseph Foundation

W. K. Kellogg Foundation
Robert G. & Ellen S. Gutenstein Family Foundation

Charles and Esther Kimerling Foundation
Ben L. and Betty G. Lamensdorf Endowment Fund

Legacy Heritage Fund Limited
Ted Levi

Lawrence Magdovitz z”l
The Marcus Foundation

Ben May Charitable Trust
Mintz Family

Jean and Bill Mosow
Natan

Righteous Persons Foundation
AMSkier Agency Insurance

Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation
Shornick Family

The Slingshot Fund
Samuel and Helene Soref Foundation

Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation
Woldenberg Foundation

M.B. and Edna Zale Foundation
Anne & Henry Zarrow Foundation

The Institute is indebted to the following 
foundations and individuals whose generous 
investments, past and present, have enabled us to 
move our vision forward with confidence:

Bill Goldring
Jan Aronson

Gary & Susan Goldstein's 
Wedding Anniversary
Bernard S. Goldstein

Macy B. Hart
Amanda Abrams & Ben Dorfman
Mr. & Mrs. Dub Ashner
Dr. & Mrs. Harold Brandt
Mr. & Mrs. William Braunig, Jr. 
Mr. Michael Davidson
Susan Donn & Allan Donn
Ms. Ilene Engel
Ms. Diane B. Frankel
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Friedlander
Ms. Loris Mayersohn Fullerton
Dr. & Mrs. Carl Goodman
Reuben Herzfeld Fund of The 
Greater Cincinnati Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Herzog
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Hesdorffer
Ms. Paula Hoffman
Dr. Michael Honan & Dr. Roxanne 
     Travelute
Dr. & Mrs. Ben F. Jacobs, III
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Jalenak
Hannah & Will Martin
Gerald Miller
Julia Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Oppenheim
Mr. & Mrs. Steven D. Orlansky
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore H. Pailet
Esther Polland
Mr. & Mrs. Ricky Rosenberg
Cantor Roskin's Discretionary 
   Fund of Temple Emanu-El
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip R. Russ
Michele & Ken Schipper
Rachel Reagler Schulman
Rabbi and Mrs. Robert Sharff
Judy & Michael H. Steinhardt
Ms. Dolores Wilkenfeld

Macy B. & Susan Hart
Mary Ann Sternberg
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Streiffer

Julius Herscovici's Birthday
Mr. Stanley B. Kline

Jay Hesdorffer
Rob & Nancy Northrip

Susan & Rocky Horowitz
Carolyn, David & Sam Abrams

Frank Hytken
Vivian Steinborn

Nora Katz
Barry & Teri Tillman

Marshall & Lynn Kohen's 25th 
Wedding Anniversary
Mr. Andrew Kohen

Janet Brueck & Jerry Lang
Ms. Ann J. Rubin 

Steve Libowsky
Mr. & Mrs. Paul M. Kurtz

Ben Litoff
Alex Litoff

Scott Miller
Julia Miller

Myra Penton, Professional 
Staffing Group-Jackson, MS
LaTaunya Holmes

Jennifer Posner & Gabriela 
Green
Connie, Donald, Ben, Alan, 
   Valerie and Corinne Posner

Dr. & Mrs. Mark Posner, Joshua, 
Aaron and Rachel
Connie, Donald, Ben, Alan, 
   Valerie and Corinne Posner

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Posner
Connie, Donald, Ben, Alan, 
   Valerie and Corinne Posner

Rabbi Aaron Rosovsky
Anshe Chesed Congregation-
   Vicksburg, MS
Congregation B'nai Israel-
   Natchez, MS
Congregation Beth Israel-
   Gulfport, MS
Congregation Beth Shalom-
   Auburn, AL

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Lamensdorf
Ric & Nancy Linkov   

Mr. & Mrs. Joey Samuels      
Connie, Donald, Ben, Alan,
  Valerie and Corinne Posner

Michele Schipper
Hannah & Will Martin
Dr. & Mrs. Gary Traub 

Michele & Ken Schipper’s 
Wedding Anniversary
LaTaunya Holmes

Rachel Reagler Schulman
Heather Locus
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Perlman

Rabbi Steve Silberman
Ken & Ginny Bloch

Alan & Leanne Silverblatt
Woods Eastland

Rabbi Yosef & Hanah Levanon
Jo Ellen Hirsch

In Honor Of:
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Honor Macy’s retirement and thank him for his five decades of service to the 
Jewish community and beyond! Visit www.isjl.org/celebrating-macy

CELEBRATE MACY B. HART!




