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TWENTY YEARS 
OF SOUTHERN 
JEWISH LIFE

The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life 
(ISJL) opened its doors on February 13, 2000. This year marks our 
twentieth anniversary. 

There are so many wonderful milestones, memories, and 
meaningful partnerships to look back on—but in this issue, 
we’re looking forward. (Don’t worry, we promise some nostalgic 
content over the course of this year, too.) We’re calling 2020 
our Year of Vision, and we’re inviting all of you to participate in 
envisioning the future of southern Jewish life.

In the year leading up to 2020, our staff conducted Listening 
Tours in each of the thirteen states we serve. It was important 
to us to hear directly from the communities in our region about 
current and emerging needs. We’re wrapping the tour soon, 
and will then compile the insights and trends emerging from 
the conversations, identifying common threads and sharing 
some of the initial results with our supporters and community 
partners.

As a follow-up to the Listening Tour, we will also be continuing 
to gather input through a Survey of Southern Jewish Life. If you 
want to be included in the email when the survey is distributed, 
drop us a line at information@isjl.org and we’ll be sure you’re on 
the email list! The survey link will also be available on the main 
page of our website, www.isjl.org, in March.

The staff and board of the ISJL will also be immersing 
ourselves in a Beyond 2020 Strategic Planning process, mapping 
out our goals for our next several years of service… a process 
which will be directly influenced and informed by the results of 
the Listening Tour and survey. 

We’re doing all this to ensure that when it comes to envisioning 
the future of southern Jewish life, we’re all working together. 
The future of the ISJL will not be determined simply by looking 
inward as an organization—but by looking outward, listening, 
and continually inviting all of our partners to share their visions 
for vibrant Jewish life in the South.

We hope you’ll enjoy reading about some of the department-
by-department hopes and dreams for the future—and keep 
sharing your own hopes, dreams, and feedback with us!

L’shalom,
The Board & Staff of the ISJL
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FROM THE 
CEO

Michele Schipper
CEO

IN MANY WAYS, THE GOLDRING/
Woldenberg Institute of Southern 
Jewish Life (ISJL) is something no 
one saw coming. Twenty years 
ago, who would have guessed that 
a dynamic, trans-denominational 
Jewish organization would be 
serving more than a hundred 
communities, training the next 
generation of Jewish leaders, 
re-shaping how we think about 
communal programming… and 
doing it all from a headquarters in 
Jackson, Mississippi?

I’m proud that over the years, our 
organization has always partnered 
with visionaries who supported our 
work even when it was something 
new and unexpected. I’m thankful 
for those who have continued to 
partner with us, ensuring that the 
ISJL is rooted and secure, looking 
ahead to many more years of serving 
southern Jewish communities.

So what happens next for the 
organization no one saw coming?

Over the years of doing the 
communal work of the ISJL, I 
have come to believe all the more 
deeply that the strongest vision is 

a shared vision. As we begin 2020, 
the ISJL’s Year of Vision, we invite 
you to share your thoughts on the 
ISJL’s work, now and down the road, 
through a survey available on our 
website throughout March. Our 
team is beginning the process of a 
new round of strategic planning, to 

ISJL by considering becoming 
a monthly donor to support the 
ongoing work of the organization. In 
this issue, you can also learn more 
about including the ISJL in your 
legacy giving plans, and you’ll meet 
our new Director of Development, 
Risa Herzog, who is excited to have 
conversations with you about your 
giving goals.

Before closing out my message, 
I also want to offer my heartfelt 
thanks to Rachel Reagler Schulman, 
who recently concluded her term as 
the ISJL’s Board Chair. Rachel saw 
the ISJL through these past few 
years of transition and impact with 
grace, commitment, and generous 
leadership. I also want to welcome 
Jay Hesdorffer, our newly-installed 
chair. Jay’s energy and attention to 
detail will be crucial in continuing 
to advance the ISJL’s mission in the 
years ahead. 

The vibrancy of the ISJL, twenty 
years into its existence, is due to the 
vision of our leaders, our partners, 
and our supporters. The ISJL at 
thirty will continue to be shaped by 
your contributions. Thank you!

“OVER THE YEARS OF 
DOING THE COMMUNAL 
WORK OF THE ISJL, I HAVE 
COME TO BELIEVE ALL THE 
MORE DEEPLY THAT THE 
STRONGEST VISION IS A 
SHARED VISION.” 

envision the decade ahead. We have 
a lot of ideas and excitement already, 
within the board and staff; we’ve 
been in touch with community 
partners and conducting our 
Listening Tours; but there is room 
for more vision. More voices. More 
excitement.

I encourage you to share your 
thoughts, and hope you will also 
deepen your commitment to the 

L’shalom,
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FROM THE
BOARD CHAIR 

AS WE WELCOME 2020, 
we have much to celebrate. 
This is the 20th year of the 
Goldring/Woldenberg Institute 
of Southern Jewish Life (ISJL). As 
we acknowledge our impressive 
history, we simultaneously kick off 
our “Year of Vision.” 

In this spirit, I asked each of our 
department heads to share their 
visions for the future. Taking it a 
step further, I urged them to dream 
big, as if they had a magic wand and 
could achieve their ultimate visions. 
I believe their answers will make 
you proud — as the ISJL’s new board 
chair, they certainly inspired me.

Dave Miller, ISJL’s Director of 
Community Engagement, would 
love to expand our footprint and 
leverage our work by training 
other organizations to provide our 
programs. 

Nora Katz, Director of Heritage & 
Interpretation, wants to tell the stories 
of Jews in the South via a podcast.

Rabbi Matt Dreffin, our Director 
of Education, sees our Fellowship 
program, which has trained more 
than 50 Fellows, as a premier 
program to be used before entering 
rabbinical or cantorial school, and 
a model of immersive service-

learning that prepares young 
professionals for any career they 
choose to pursue. 

That’s just a taste of the clear 
vision and dedicated leadership 
guiding the work of the ISJL. 
Throughout the pages of this issue, 
you’ll hear more about the vision of 
our staff and their impact on our 
program partners. Those program 
partners are indeed critical to our 
vision for the future. Through our 
Listening Tours this past year, our 

I hope to continue to create 
opportunities where all of our board 
members’ participation is driven by 
their personal passions. 

The ISJL has a unique role. We 
are an anchor for southern Jewish 
communities regardless of size, and 
we’re a source of empowerment 
for the broader communities 
we serve. Our Jewish Education 
program serves approximately 
4,000 students across the South, 
providing curriculum, Fellow 
visits, training and connectivity for 
teachers, and more. Our Community 
Engagement programs teach 
families to read and kids to mediate 
conflicts. Our History Department 
has a one-of-a-kind Encyclopedia 
of Southern Jewish Communities 
which is digital and freely available 
(check out our website if you 
haven’t seen it yet). Our Rabbinical 
Services department provides 
rabbinical support to communities 
too small to have their own full-
time clergy in place. Our Heritage 
& Interpretation department gives 
people meaningful, hands-on 
experiences with southern Jewish 
stories past and present. And our 
Cultural Programming brings 
Jewish theatre, music, and artists to 
all corners of 13 southern states. 

We have an amazing story at the 
ISJL; my dream is for more people to 
hear the story, and add their voices 
and vision to it.

Jay Hesdorffer
ISJL Board Chair

“I SEE US EXPANDING OUR 
REACH BY ATTRACTING 
MORE SUPPORT AND 
ADVOCACY FROM ACROSS 
THE U.S., PARTICULARLY 
FROM FOLKS WITH TIES TO 
THE SOUTH.” 

program partners were also able to 
weigh in on the needs, hopes, fears, 
and dreams of Jewish life in the 
South—and we’ll keep listening to 
what our partners have to say. 

My vision for the ISJL board 
is simple. I see us expanding our 
reach by attracting more support 
and advocacy from across the 
U.S., particularly from folks with 
ties to the South. I’m proud of our 
board’s commitment and selfless 
investment of intellectual capital. 



6	 The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life   •   SHALOM Y’ALL |  SPRING 2020

REFLECTING ON THE FUTURE
Education

By Rabbi Matt Dreffin, MAJE 
Director of Education
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To learn more about the ISJL’s Education Department, email jewisheducation@isjl.org. 

THE HEBREW WORD FOR 
glasses, mish’kafayim, and the 
Hebrew word for binoculars, 
mish’kefet, have the same root. The 
root, shin-kuf-fay, means to “reflect,” 
“indicate,” or “show (the way).” In 
other words, we need to reflect on 
what we have done so far if we truly 
want to visualize where we would 
like to go in the future. 

In the ISJL’s education division, 
we started with two Education 
Fellows serving a handful of 
congregations back in the summer 
of 2003. In a little over a decade and 
a half, we’ve expanded into 13 states 
and over 60 religious schools. We 
grew the curriculum and expanded 
our offerings, solidifying our 
commitment to lifelong learning by 
recently making the move to have 
our education program include 
Adult Education congregation 
partners. 

That’s a big-picture glance back 
at what we’ve done. Now let’s use 
our binoculars to look forward.

How do we continue to stay 
relevant in an ever-shifting 
educational landscape? More often 
than not, inquiries from potential 
new partner communities are 
specifically about our curriculum. As 
we continue to overhaul it piece by 
piece, we will also need to explore 
new ways in which we can use 
that curriculum. More and more 
schools are looking to upend their 
“traditional” models of religious 
school, and we want to support 
every congregation with our 
resources and talent. We will need 
to continue to update our current 
curriculum, so it evolves with the 
best practices in education and the 
changing needs of our constituents. 

What does that look like? It looks 
like incorporating more new media. 

Designing additional “add-ons,” 
including in-person experiences. 
Having constant conversations 
around content. Those are some of 
the ways we’ll continue keeping our 
program dynamic.

One of the unique aspects of our 
program is the relationship-building 
that happens between Fellows and 
their communities. It’s one of the 
highlights of the Fellowship for 
most Fellows—traveling, meeting 
new people, experiencing different 
styles of worship, and autonomously 
implementing creative and 
experimental learning. Some of 
our congregations have expressed 
a desire to look at different ways 
in which they can use their Fellow. 
We’ve looked at alternative days for 
visits, and alternatives to the usual 
pattern of three visits per year. 

Related to that personal 
connection, we want to make 
the ISJL Education Program the 
premiere Jewish pre-professional 
program for those seeking to 
become rabbis, educators, cantors, 
and non-profit leaders. That starts 
with continuing to recruit the 

best and brightest to take on our 
fellowships. To that end, in a more 
competitive marketplace we’re 
exploring partnerships with various 
institutions to send candidates our 
way to increase and continually 
improve our Fellow applicant pool. 
We believe we can have the best 
training ground for candidates 
who are thinking of spending their 
lives working in the Jewish field. 
Every Fellow sent our way will, 
two years later, be an emerging 
professional heading on to their 
next great adventure, inspired by 
their immersive experiences hitting 
the road for the ISJL.

We also want to become more 
sustainable, more supported, and 
more connected to those who have 
worked with us, past and present. 
We’re looking forward to convening 
our Fellow Alumni Network (FAN) 
group again soon, and deepening 
our relationships with everyone who 
interacts with our education team.

How do you see yourself 
interacting with the ISJL’s education 
team? Drop us an email—we’d love 
to hear from you.
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MEET MISSY: THE NEW FAN CHAIR!
Fellow Alumni Network

 THE ISJL FELLOW ALUMNI NETWORK (FAN) IS A GROUP OF INSPIRING young professionals whose 
careers and studies span a variety of fields, but all have one thing in common: they spent two immersive 
years as ISJL Education or Community Engagement Fellows! We’re excited that the new Chair of the FAN 
group is 2012–2014 ISJL Education Fellow Missy Goldstein Gleisser, and we were thrilled to chat with Missy 
about her ISJL memories, what she’s up to now, and her vision for FAN in 2020 and beyond.

SY: What are some of your 
favorite memories from your time 
as an ISJL Fellow?

M: 	 My favorite memories are 
from incredible road trips with 
fellow Fellows. It’s a great way to 
get to know what people like and 
what they do for fun. I geocached 
with Elaine Barenblat, sang Taylor 
Swift at the top of my lungs with 
Alachua Nazarenko, listened to NPR 
with Abby Klionsky, visited college 
campuses with Leah Apothaker and 
took lots of pictures with state signs. 
I also loved all of our brainstorms to 
create fun and innovative programs 
for our communities. Sometimes 
we would start with our worst and 

Shalom Y’all: So, Missy—where 
has life taken you, post-ISJL-
Fellowship?

Missy: After finishing my 

Visit 
www.isjl.org/donate 

to learn more.

Monthly gifts 
to the ISJL 
are an easy 
way to make 
a meaningful 
impact. 

Join the Chai 
Club today and 

help us support 
southern Jewish 

communities! 

to one another. I love being able to 
help young adults find community 
in a new and unfamiliar city and 
make it feel more like home.

Missy with 
her husband Rob 

and their dog Gertie

fellowship, I began my studies at 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion (HUC-JIR). 
I completed the Joint Master’s 
program, earning an M.A. in Jewish 
Education and an M.A. in Jewish 
Nonprofit Management. During 
my year in Israel, I also met my 
now-husband, who is currently 
finishing his final year of rabbinical 
school! These days, I’m the Esther 
and Maurice Becker Networking 
and Mentoring Coordinator (YAD 
Engagement Officer) at the Jewish 
Federation of Cincinnati. I meet with 
young adults who are new to the city, 
moving back to Cincinnati, or newly 
looking to get involved here, to tell 
them all that our Jewish community 
has to offer. I plan events where 
everyone can gather and meet new 
people, and I connect young adults 
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SY:  What’s your vision for FAN in 
2020 and beyond?

M: My vision for the Fellow 
Alumni Network is to keep this 
fantastic group of former Fellows 
connected to the work and mission 
of the ISJL and to link us to one 
another. The ISJL Fellowships are 
such unique experiences and there’s 
a strong connection to those who 

craziest ideas and sometimes an 
amazing program would come from 
it. Other times, it got the bad ideas 
out of our system to make way for 
great ones. It’s a very useful skill to 
be able to generate good and bad 
ideas, identify which are which, and 
go with the best ones!

have come before and after us, even 
if we’ve never met. I’ve run programs 
that they’ve written, and I’m sure 
someone after me used something 
that I created. If I’m at a conference 
and there’s a Fellow who I’ve never 
met who’s also there, I make sure to 
find them, introduce myself, and get 
a picture with them (in a non-creepy 
way, of course). Our FAN board 
implemented a mentoring program 
to connect with current and recently 
“graduated” Fellows and help them 
on their future paths. And we share 
and rejoice in each other’s simchas 
(celebrations), like weddings, 
graduations, babies, and more! We 
also know all the hard work that the 

ISJL team puts in everyday to make 
sure that Judaism is accessible across 
the South and that we’re giving back 
to our local communities. We’ve 
done the work, and now I want to 
make sure that FAN is helping sustain 
that work. I’m looking forward to 
representing FAN on the ISJL Board 
of Directors, planning for an in-
person FAN gathering in the not-
too-distant future, and hearing what 
other FAN members are hoping our 
group will do!

SY: Finally… what’s your current 
favorite Jewish pop culture offering?

M:  I recently binged The 
Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, and it was 
wonderful!

Available on our website throughout 
the month of March: www.isjl.org.

Please take the survey and share your thoughts — 
we want to envision the future with you.

From left, Missy with her Fellow 
cohort… now, and then!; JFNA General 
Assembly selfie with Amanda Abrams; 

First Day as Second Year Fellows

SURVEYING SOUTHERN JEWISH LIFE
What do you see? What do you think?

Want to get an email alert when the survey goes live? 
Email information@isjl.org and ask to be added to the email list.

We want to hear from you — take the survey on southern Jewish life!

creo
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ZADECK TAP MENTORS
Special Feature

Donald and Frances Zadeck 
have long committed themselves 
to bettering their world, and 
inspired their children to do the 
same. Theirs is a unique, engaging 
southern Jewish story: Donald 
came to Louisiana at the age of 
ten, when his family in St. Louis 
sent him there during the Great 
Depression to live with his aunt. In 
Shreveport, Donald met Frances 
Katzenstein—a Shreveport native 
whose family had emigrated from 
Hungary and Germany in the 
1880s.

Donald and Frances always 
believed in supporting their 
community not only through 
philanthropy, but also through 
direct service and guidance. Says 
their son Kenneth, a member of 
the ISJL’s Board of Directors: “My 
father is an extremely generous 
person; not just with money, but 
with his time and expertise. He was 

respected for his business ethics 
and practices, all that he gave to 
the local community and to his 
family. My mother, too, always 
gave back; she became interested 
in dyslexia, volunteered at a local 
public school, served as Secretary 
of the Council of Jewish Women at 
B’nai Zion Temple, was a member 
of the Shreveport Opera Board 
and was a member of the Board 
of the Strand Theater.”

The Zadecks’ zest for 
everything included enjoying 
golf, opera, and hunting. They 
were active on all fronts, and 
believed in making things better 
at a local level. Over the years, 
they have supported the causes 
they cared about so deeply, from 
their local synagogue to large-
scale contributions to health and 
welfare. Donald served as Chair of 
the Foundation for Louisiana State 
University’s Medical School for 
twelve years, and in that time took 
it from a $500,000 endowment 

to an endowment of $40 million. 
With their children and 

grandchildren, the Zadecks are 
now supporting an initiative 
that embodies their own Jewish 
values, civic engagement, and 
commitment to helping children. 
Their son Kenneth works with 
the ISJL and other organizations; 
their daughter Julie is an active 
volunteer in the community and 
continues the tradition of giving 
of her time, as well as raising 
funds for many causes. The family 
legacy of philanthropy and hands-
on volunteering shapes every 
generation.

“Whenever my parents were 
‘tapped’ to help, they helped,” 
says Kenneth. “We try to do the 
same. So the mentors for the 
TAP program bearing the Zadeck 
family name is particularly fitting.”

TAP is a peer mediation 
program making a difference in 
schools throughout the South. 
Students are trained as mediators, 
then work in pairs to assist their 
peers who are in conflict reach 
meaningful, mutually agreeable 
resolutions— stopping conflicts 
before they escalate to violence, 
detention, or suspension. TAP 
empowers students to strengthen 
their schools by building 
communication and leadership 
skills that will last a lifetime and 
bolster an environment that is 
ideal for teaching and learning. 
The Zadeck TAP Mentors will 
guide, advise, and support 
students as they improve their 
communities—just as the Zadeck 
family continues to guide, advise, 
and support communities as they 
work to better the world.

If your family is interested in endowing a program or position at the ISJL, email development@isjl.org. 
Thank you! 

THE ISJL IS HONORED 
and humbled to share 
the news of a recent gift 
from the Zadeck family of 
Shreveport, Louisiana. They 
are endowing a program 
to support the ISJL’s Talk 
About the Problems (TAP) 
Peer Mediation Program, 
funding annual training 
for the mentors who guide 
the student mediators. The 
Zadeck TAP Mentors will 
embody the family’s values 
of guiding, advising, and 
supporting people.
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DEVELOPMENT

To get in touch with Risa, email rherzog@isjl.org.

INTRODUCING 
RISA KLEIN HERZOG, 

ISJL DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

SA
V

E 
TH

E 
D

A
TE

WWW.ISJL.ORG/REGISTER-
FOR-THE-CONFERENCE

JUNE
28–30
2020

THE ISJL 2020 
EDUCATION 
CONFERENCE

Jackson, Mississippi 
June 28–30

Early bird 
registration is 
open now and 

runs through 
April 15 – 

sign up now 
to save!

will be in

THE ISJL IS DELIGHTED TO 
welcome our new Director of 
Development, Risa Klein Herzog. 
Risa hails from Nashville, Tennessee, 
and will remain there working 
remotely for the ISJL and traveling 
frequently on the organization’s 
behalf.

Risa brings thirty years of 
development experience to the 
team, having worked for twenty-
two years at the Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, 
and eight years in the secular 
nonprofit world at the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation and the Tennessee 
Performing Arts Center.

An empty nester now, Risa is the 
proud mother of two daughters. She 
and her husband Drew Herzog are 
active in the Nashville community, 
and Risa is excited for this new 
southern Jewish professional 
opportunity.

“I’ve kept an eye on the ISJL as 
it developed over the years,” says 
Risa. “My hometown, Nashville, is a 
larger southern Jewish community, 
and my husband, Drew, grew up in 
Meridian, Mississippi. So I’ve long 
known of the importance the ISJL 
has and how it impacts so many 
southern Jewish communities, 
never forgetting the smaller and 
under-served communities like 
Meridian while also partnering 
with larger communities like 
Nashville. I’m honored to join the 
ISJL at such an important time 
in the organization’s history, and 
I’m so excited to connect with 
communities and help take the ISJL 
to the next level.” 

As Risa connects with our 
communities and hits the road for 
the ISJL, she’s looking forward to 
meeting many of you. Don’t hesitate 
to reach out if you would like to 
schedule a conversation or visit!

creo
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MEET THE 
DONOR: 

MAX 
SCHULMAN

THE ISJL IS THRILLED 
to periodically feature 
some of our supporters, 
and get insights from 
them into why they give 
and what drives their 
passion to support our 
communities. Here are 
some inspiring insights 
from one of our younger 
donors, Max Schulman, 
of Charlotte, North 
Carolina.

Shalom Y’all: Max, what’s your 
connection to the ISJL?

Max: I am extremely proud to 
say that I am the son of former 
ISJL Board Chair, Rachel Reagler 
Schulman. My mother was born and 
raised in Wynne, Arkansas, where 
being Jewish was not easy. Traveling 
to synagogue, youth group events, 
and Jacobs Camp was something 
she and her family had to do to 
connect with Jewish life. But I think 
I can speak for her when I say she 
wouldn’t change a thing about the 
time and commitment required to 
form and strengthen those Jewish 
bonds. Those experiences led her to 
the ISJL. 

But the question was, what 
is my connection to the ISJL. 
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We’re so grateful to Max for his enthusiastic support of the ISJL and for sharing his donor story! 
If you would like to share your donor story, or learn more about contributing to the ISJL, 

email development@isjl.org. 

After all, although my mother 
is from Arkansas, I was raised in 
suburban Chicago. When I was 
13, I had multiple Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
celebrations to attend every 
weekend. My synagogue was 15 
minutes away from my house and 
we passed three other synagogues 
on the way to ours. So where is 
the connection? I would say the 
connection is two-pronged: I have a 
personal southern connection, and 
I’m proudly Jewish. Very recently, 
those prongs connected—in my 
support of the ISJL, and my recent 
relocation to Charlotte, North 
Carolina.

But even before living in the 
South, my connections here were 
strong. We came to Arkansas 
multiple times a year to visit my 
Mum and Pop (grandparents), my 
biggest fans and inspirations. To 
this day, I am a die-hard Arkansas 
Razorbacks fan. I have a hog on my 
keychain at all times. And of course, 
being Jewish certainly makes up 
a big piece of who I am and I am 
proud of that. I was fortunate that 
growing up, I had a strong Jewish 
foundation. I want to help others 
access Jewish life, too.

SY: Why did you decide to donate 
to the organization?

M: I have witnessed first-hand 
the work the ISJL does in the 
communities they serve. Visiting 
Hot Springs frequently, I was able to 
sit in on the Sunday School that my 
cousins participated in and that my 
uncle taught. Allowing our children 
to establish Jewish connections 
is how we keep our wonderful 
traditions and heritage thriving. The 
mission and the results produced 
by this powerful organization are 
just amazing. The core values and 
beliefs are displayed at all times 

which drives successful outputs. 
However, there’s another 

important reason I give: the people 
of the ISJL. With my mother 
being the Chair of the Board, I 
was fortunate enough to meet 
her fellow Board members and 
the executives of the organization 
multiple times. Immediately, I knew 
this organization was in good hands. 
Being an auditor at KPMG, I know 
that “tone at the top” is extremely 
important in the business world. 
If you cannot trust the leaders and 
decision makers of an organization, 
you really have a big problem. The 
leaders and decision makers of the 
ISJL are the reason I continue to 
give. The amount of time, effort, 
and hard work that goes into this 
organization is truly inspirational. 

I think it’s safe to say that I am not 
a top donor of the ISJL. Hopefully 
one day I can be! But their CEO 
Michele Schipper makes me feel like 
one every time I get my handwritten 
personal note thanking me for my 
donation. Everyone is treated with 
the utmost respect and makes you 
feel like family. That is what the ISJL 
is about. 

SY: How did you 
decide to give?

M: Being an 
employee at KPMG 
where giving back 
is in our DNA, I 
don’t think twice 
about donating to 
my favorite causes. 
Every year during 
the holiday season 
KPMG sends out an 
email promoting 
KPMGiving where 
the firm facilitates 
donating to any 
organization I want. 

The ISJL is the first organization 
I donate to, and knowing that 
my employer contributes as well 
is a huge motivation driving my 
support. 

I want to stress that donating 
comes in all forms and sizes. It is 
imperative that our society has the 
notion of giving back to others and 
helping others. Giving back does 
not have to be a big check. It can 
be donating your time, it can be 
simply promoting a cause, it can be 
participating in a run or walk for a 
cause, and in 2020 it can even be 
sharing something on social media. 
Anything can make a difference. 
How do you want to leave your 
legacy and how do you want to 
be remembered? I want to be 
remembered for being kind, honest, 
loving, and a person people can rely 
on. Donating and helping others 
gets me closer to my goal.

SY: Finally, just for fun… what’s 
your favorite Jewish food?

Very tough question. If you give 
me a spoon and a tub of chopped 
liver, I am a very happy man. But I 
know that’s gross, so let’s all just 
pretend that I said “noodle kugel.” 



Taking place April 8–15 in towns across the South, the 
Passover Pilgrimage brings seder celebrations to communities, 

brings neighbors together, and brings joy to all. 
Watch our social media for maps and updates as we prepare

 for the eleventh annual #ISJLPassoverPilgrimage

GET READY 
FOR THE 

PASSOVER 
PILGRIMAGE!
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CAN YOU SEE YOURSELF IN A 
SMALL SOUTHERN TOWN?

RABBINICAL

To learn more about the ISJL’s Rabbinical Services Department, email rabbi@isjl.org.

THERE’S ONE DEPARTMENT 
at the ISJL with a unique vision. 
While the rest of our organization 
serves communities of all sizes, the 
Rabbinical Services department 
maintains a singular mandate: 
to serve the smallest of southern 
Jewish communities, those with no 
full-time clergy of their own. Our 
vision is to keep engaging in this 
sacred work, with ever-deepening 
commitment. 

One of the early trends that 
has emerged in the Listening 
Tour conversations is a growing 
concern in today’s small-to-midsize 
communities that their numbers 
will dwindle, and they will find 
themselves in need of Jewish 
services and support. They fear being 
unable to fill their building, to hire a 

rabbi, to maintain the community 
that means so much to them.

This has long been a worry with 
which small congregations in our 
region have struggled; and it is 
the niche our Rabbinical Services 
Department will continue to address. 

This department offers video-
conferenced marital counseling, 
conversion studies, and b’nei 
mitzvah preparation; clergy 
traveling directly to small towns 
for holiday, Shabbat worship, and 
lifecycle events; weekly Taste of 
Torah emails; and so much more. 
We’re committed to meeting the 
needs of our smallest southern 
Jewish communities… and we’re not 
going anywhere. We’ll keep showing 
up and demonstrating our belief 
that anywhere a Jewish person 

lives, they deserve the same Judaic 
support and sense of community as 
anyone living anywhere else.

To that end, we invite you to 
envision a few things with us.

First, consider our Passover 
Pilgrimage, which for a dozen years 
now has brought seder celebrations 
to communities across the South. 
Is there a Pilgrimage stop near you, 
or near folks you know? When our 
map goes live on our website and 
on social media shortly, we urge you 
to check it out. These celebrations, 
attended by a diverse cross-section 
of every town in which they take 
place, truly exemplify the best of 
southern Jewish life in fellowship 
with our neighbors. If you can see 
the Pilgrimage taking place in your 
town, reach out and let us know!

Second, if you know of rabbis 
who have recently retired, are 
on sabbatical, or may have some 
flexibility in their schedule—
please tell them about our Rabbis 
on the Road program! We love 
coordinating opportunities for 
rabbis and cantors, including those 
from outside our region, to spend 
a Shabbat, a weekend, or a more 
extended time visiting our small 
communities. The experience is 
enriching for the visiting clergy as 
well as the local congregants, and is 
a meaningful way to connect.

Finally, if you can imagine 
a way that Jewish life can be 
enhanced through the work of our 
department—dream big, and share 
your dreams with us! Programs 
like the Linda Pinkus Memorial 
Labyrinth, a portable maze with 
accompanying program, and our 
Taste of Torah recipe-and-Torah-
portion book sponsored by the 
Bear Family Foundation, both came 
from supporters with vision for 
meaningful Judaic outreach. We’d 
love to hear from you! 
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HISTORY IS NEVER COMPLETE— 
nor is the work of curating, parsing, 
and sharing historic documents 
and insights. That’s certainly true 
of the work of the ISJL History 
Department.

In 2019, the ISJL’s online 
Encyclopedia of Southern Jewish 
Communities reached 300 entries 
in 13 states. With the addition of our 
Florida section, the local histories 
are, in a sense, complete. We know, 
however, that the Encyclopedia 
will require regular updates and 
revisions as communities develop 
and change, and as new information 
becomes available.

We can also improve the 
Encyclopedia by paying more 
attention to diversity. Where 
southern Jewish histories overlap, 

as they often do, with the histories 
of indigenous nations, African 
Americans, and other minority 
or marginalized groups, we have 
to address those interactions 
sensitively as well as accurately. 
We have already begun to do so 
in our newest entries and with 
small revisions to older essays. 
At times, this may obligate us to 
tell challenging stories about the 
realities of history in our region and 
within our communities. Our vision 
is to provide an honest and rigorous 
accounting of Jewish history in the 
region.

As an example, we received an 
email a few years ago from Adam 
Lewis, son of one of the ISJL’s board 
members, Morris Lewis. Adam had 
uncovered an error in our history of 

By Dr. Josh Parshall
ISJL Director of 

History

HISTORY

THE 
FUTURE 

OF 
HISTORY 
AT THE ISJL

Want to learn more about southern 
Jewish history? Email history@isjl.org.
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Jewish life in Lexington, Mississippi. 
We had written that Adam’s ancestor 
Jacob Sontheimer owned land near 
Lexington prior to the Civil War, but 
that he had farmed it without using 
slave labor. Lewis had conducted 
his own research and produced 
evidence that Sontheimer had in fact 
enslaved more than a dozen African 
Americans during that period. 
Based on the new information and 
after some additional research, we 
changed the Lexington page to 
provide a more accurate history. 
In the coming years, we will 
continue to address inaccuracies 
and omissions such as this.

We also find diversity within 
southern Jewish communities 
with regard to race, gender and 
sexuality, language, place of 

Ralph Franco (top) 
and Albert Capp (bottom)

origin, religious practice, and so 
on. Jewish scholars and activists 
have become increasingly aware 
of how Ashkenazi culture often 
serves as the default in American 
Jewish culture and history. While 
Ashkenazi Jews (migrants from 
Central and Eastern Europe and 
their descendants) have made up 
the majority of southern Jews since 
the mid-19th century, Sephardic 
and Mizrahi Jews do live in the 
South and have formed their own 
congregations in the larger cities. 
Last summer, History and Heritage 
intern Mimi Brown, a graduate 
student at Vanderbilt University with 
an interest in Sephardic-American 
history, reviewed our Montgomery 
entry, and felt that we had not 
provided enough information on 

Etz Ahayem, the city’s historical 
Sephardic congregation. As part 
of her summer work, she not only 
revised our Montgomery entry but 
also added a short video that features 
archival oral history interviews 
with congregants Albert Capp and 
Ralph Franco. In it, Capp and Franco 
discuss some of the minhagim 
(customs) that differentiated Etz 
Ahayem from other congregations. 

As we continue to revise and 
update the Encyclopedia of 
Southern Jewish Communities in 
coming years, we look forward to 
providing accurate and complex 
histories, sharing interesting and 
unexpected Jewish experiences, 
and keeping the encyclopedia 
up-to-date with the changing 
landscape of the Jewish South.
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HERITAGE & INTERPRETATION

2020

A YEAR 
OF STORIES

By Nora Katz
Director of Heritage & Interpretation
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In 2019, I had the pleasure of 
traveling across our region exploring 
and telling the stories of southern 
Jews, and thinking about the ways 
in which southern Jewish history 
intersects with American history 
and the themes of memory, identity, 
migration, and community. The 
story of southern Jewish life is the 
story of American Jewry, southern 
culture, and American immigration. 

In January 2019, I heard the 
transcendent sounds of Broadway, 
opera, and art songs ring out in 
the historic sanctuary of Temple 
B’nai Israel in Natchez at the first 

FOR THE HERITAGE AND INTERPRETATION 
Department, 2020 will be a year of stories. 
The department’s mission has always been to 
interpret and share the rich legacy of Jewish 
life in the American South, and I’ve had the 
opportunity to tell that story through our 
Southern Jewish Heritage Tour program, our 
Immigration Traveling Trunk program, and our 
work on historic preservation projects, especially 
at Temple B’nai Israel in Natchez, Mississippi. 

annual Cabaret Under the Dome. 
In February, I spent a few days 
with Temple Emeth of New Jersey 
following in the footsteps of Civil 
Rights heroes in Alabama. In April, 
we brought diverse communities 
together at the Mississippi Freedom 
Seder at the Mississippi Civil 
Rights Museum and the Museum 
of Mississippi History. In May, we 
welcomed our amazing History 
and Heritage Interns, who spent 
the summer developing and 
cataloguing the ISJL Institutional 
History Archive. 

There was no slowdown over 

Opposite page: The garden at the 
Philbrook Museum in Tulsa. 

Above, from top: The Aiken Rhett House 
in Charleston, where visitors can begin to 

understand the striking differences between 
the lives of enslaved people and enslavers; 

Nora with History and Heritage Interns Rose 
and Mimi exploring the ISJL Institutional 

History Archive; Nora teaching visitors how 
to tie tzitzit at the Mississippi Museum of 

Art’s Family Day in November.
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the summer: June saw our annual 
Education Conference, where I 
had the pleasure of welcoming 
conference participants to Tougaloo 
College to consider the complex 
legacy of Jews in the Civil Rights 
Movement, and to explore the 
important community-building 
work of Dr. Ernst Borinski. In July, 
our interns and I traveled to the 
Mississippi Delta to visit the sites 
painstakingly preserved and 
truthfully interpreted by the Emmett 
Till Memory Project. The Southern 
Jewish Historical Society Conference 
took place in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, in October, which gave us 
the opportunity to hear from the 
city’s Jewish community about the 
aftermath of the white supremacist 
violence in the city in August 2017. 

The fall proved busy, too. In 
November, I traveled to Charleston, 
South Carolina, for a Listening 
Tour stop, and got to experience 
firsthand the historic city that was 
once home to the largest Jewish 
community in the United States. In 

December, I drove through Arkansas 
and Oklahoma for Listening Tour 
stops in Tulsa and Bentonville, and 
had the opportunity to experience 
incredible works of art, stunning 
landscapes, and themes of resilience 
and change in the histories of the 
Trail of Tears and the Dust Bowl.

These experiences across our 
region have me thinking: how do 
we most effectively tell and share 
these stories, knowing that many 
people in our country might not have 
the opportunity to take road trips 
through Arkansas or spend time with 
congregations in Virginia, Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Oklahoma? How 
does southern Jewish history 
intersect with the institution of 
slavery, the Civil War, Native American 
history, the Civil Rights Movement, 
southern foodways, architecture 
and design, political and economic 
history, and environmental history? 
How do we explore the complexities 
and joys of southern Jewish life in a 
way that is accessible, meaningful, 
and engaging?

There’s a lot on the horizon for 2020 
in the Heritage and Interpretation 
Department, addressing all of 
the above: more Southern Jewish 
Heritage Tours than ever before, a 
new and improved Traveling Trunk 
available in all thirteen states in our 
region, internship opportunities for 
college students with interest in 
public history, even more excellent 
programming at Temple B’nai Israel, 
and even more projects we have yet 
to announce… including, perhaps, a 
podcast. 

Stay tuned—these are stories 
you won’t want to miss.

To learn more about the 
work of the ISJL’s Heritage & 

Interpretation department, email 
heritage@isjl.org.

From top: mural of Woody Guthrie 
outside of the Woody Guthrie Center 
in Tulsa; Mississippi Department of 
Archives and History Director Katie 
Blount welcomes Mississippi Freedom 
Seder participants; making the 
pilgrimage across the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge in Selma.



S
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T H E
R N J E
W I S H L
I F E N E E
D S Y A L L !

www.isjl.org/donate
We see a bright 

future for Jewish life 
in the South.

We hope you see 
yourself supporting 

this vision.
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ELEVEN YEARS AGO, MALKIE 
Schwartz became the ISJL’s 
first Director of Community 
Engagement. Over her tenure and 
mine, we have worked to create a 
department that meets two big 
goals. First, we aim to define what 
Jewish social justice is and provide 
opportunities for Jews in the South 
to learn about and engage with 
these core concepts in a creative 
and meaningful way. Second, we 
establish secular programming that 
reflects our values and meets the 
needs of the community. 

These two goals led to the 
creation of ASK (Act, Share, Keep), 
TAP (Talk About the Problems), Our 
Reading Family, and the Literacy 
Achievement Bonanza (LAB).

As the ISJL celebrates its 20th 
anniversary, the Community 
Engagement Department wants to 
set two resolutions for 2020:

1.	 Reach all 13 states in the 
region with our ASK and TAP 
programs

2.	 Empower more communities 
to locally adopt and implement 
the Our Reading Family program. 

So which of these resolutions can 
you help us meet? That all depends 
on your vision for the years ahead!

Do you want to learn about 
Jews and baseball, infuse chesed 
(kindness) into your family’s daily 
life, increase your resiliency, bring 

together multiple generations, 
or reflect on how we can all be a 
blessing? If so, ASK is the program 
for you. With over two dozen 
different ninety-minute modules, 
the content is appropriate for 
congregations, religious schools, 
interfaith groups, JCCs, Federations, 
camps, retirement communities 
and more. And of course, since this is 
the ISJL, you won’t find any lectures 
here; all the modules are interactive, 
creative, engaging, and fun. 

Conflict is part of life, but we have 
created the TAP Workshops to help 
any person or organization learn 
how to approach it constructively. 
Similarly to the ASK modules, these 
too are ninety minutes and highly 
interactive. Some of our topics 
for teenagers and adults include 
emotional advocacy, understanding 
conflict, communication and 
conflict, and managing conflict. For 
children, we have the shorter Keep 
it Cool workshop. During our time 
together we explore how to express 
one’s feelings and successfully 
manage conflict in day-to-day life. 

Lastly, we all know that literacy 
is an essential component of a 
successful career and life. In a time 

By Dave Miller
Director of Community 
Engagement

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

ENVISIONING A BETTER WORLD 
– AND WORKING FOR THAT WORLD!

To learn more about the work of the ISJL’s Community Engagement department, email engagement@isjl.org. 

when parents are busier than ever, 
it is increasingly difficult for them to 
learn with their children. Our Reading 
Family helps people of all ages 
engage with literacy. The six-week 
program brings families together 
and engages them in a variety of 
fun literacy activities. Children have 
the opportunity to reinforce critical 
skills while parents can learn with 
them as well as participate in their 
own specially-designed workshops. 
Here’s the best part: we can train 
you to provide this program in your 
community. No need to reinvent the 
wheel; we have created everything 
for you. All you need to do is attend 
our Facilitator Training, and we will 
support you as you implement the 
program.

We know that in almost every 
community, money is tight and 
time is short. Therefore, all of our 
programs are incredibly cost-
efficient and accessible. You can 
even attend the Our Reading Family 
Facilitator Training at the Education 
Conference this summer. Together 
we can deepen our relationship with 
Jewish values, positively impact our 
communities, and make 2020 our 
best year yet!



BECAUSE 
I BELIEVE

IN THE 
FUTURE OF 
SOUTHERN 
JEWISH LIFE

LEGACY is more than what we LEAVE BEHIND.
     It’s what we SEND AHEAD to those we love. 

                 It’s how we IMPACT THE FUTURE, starting today.

What is a “legacy gift” or “planned giving”?
A planned gift is a charitable gift that you decide now to make at some time in the future as part of your 
estate planning. A planned gift can benefit you and loved ones that you name. At the same time, it stands as a 
lasting reminder to your children and succeeding generations of the values and charitable works that are most 
important to you. Wills, trusts, and endowments are all examples of planned giving and legacy gifts. 

How can the ISJL help?
Whether it’s preserving southern Jewish stories, putting rabbis on the road to small towns, furthering Jewish 
education, or making our world a better place through literacy and life-changing community engagement 
initiatives—whatever touches your heart and resonates with your legacy will shape the conversation of how 
together, we can plan for a meaningful future.

The ISJL’s Legacy Giving program can help you meet your planned giving goals.
To learn more, visit www.isjl.org/planned-giving or email development@isjl.org. 
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CULTURAL EXPERIENCES 
CONTRIBUTING TO 
COMMUNITY

PROGRAMMING

By Ann Zivitz Kientz
ISJL Director of Programming
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The spotlight beamed on Joe 
Buchanan, The Bible Players, and 
the Jewish Women’s Theatre as the 
most frequently booked presenters. 
Joe Buchanan and The Bible Players 
are gearing up for another busy year 
with the ISJL in 2020, as they are 
already booked for several venues 
January through March! The Jewish 
Women’s Theatre did an amazing 
whirlwind six-state tour in eight 
days covering Georgia, Florida, 
Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, and 
Tennessee. They performed The 
Matzo Ball Diaries and The Art of 
Forgiveness. The shows drew raves, 
and we’re so excited to announce 
that this theatrical group will be 
touring with us again in 2020! 

What have we learned over 
these last few years, and what is our 
vision for programming in the years 
ahead? 

We know that Jews in small 
towns and big cities all have the 

To learn more about the ISJL’s Cultural Programming, email programming@isjl.org.

same desire for affordable, high 
quality Jewish programming. 
In order to serve the most 
communities, the shared-expense 
tours have been a serious focus of 
the ISJL’s programming efforts. An 
example of a shared-expense tour 
from 2019 was when Joe Buchanan 
was booked by Temple Israel in 
Columbus, Georgia, for a concert. 
We went to work reaching out to 
nearby communities, and Joe was 
soon booked for a concert at nearby 
Temple Beth Israel in Macon, the 
day after the one in Columbus. Both 
of these congregations benefitted 
from the travel expenses being split 
in half! 

The Bible Players have also been 
a part of several shared-expense 
tours including this December at 
Adat Chaverim in Plano, TX, and 
Shearith Israel in Dallas, TX. Over 
the course of 2019, Tim Lorsch, Eric 
Goldman, Eliana Light, Peter Maer, 

and of course The Jewish Women’s 
Theatre all traveled the region on 
shared-expense ISJL tours! 

We want to continue this trend 
in 2020. Our presenters cover a wide 
variety of topics and you can see the 
current list anytime on our website. 

Jewish programming isn’t 
only entertainment, though that 
is very important. Our cultural 
programs also build community, 
celebrate Jewish identity, and 
foster acceptance. They expand 
our knowledge on a wide variety 
of topics. Whether you are 
programming for seniors, empty-
nesters, young adults, teens, or 
children, we can provide ideas and 
programs to enrich your community. 

I invite you to dream BIG with 
me for 2020! How can I help to 
bring more Jewish programming 
to your community? If you have 
ideas or comments, please feel 
free to contact me at akientz@isjl.
org. Whether you have partnered 
with any other department of the 
ISJL or not, I invite you to reach out 
to me, invite me (virtually) to one 
of your board meetings and we 
can discuss ways to connect your 
Congregation, JCC, Federation or 
any other organization with ISJL 
Programming. Here’s to a great year! 

2019 WAS A RECORD-BREAKING YEAR FOR 

the ISJL’s Cultural Programming department! 

We coordinated thirty-seven joyful programs in 

eleven states over the course of the year. 
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The 2019 recipients were 
Rabbi Matthew Dreffin, Director 
of Education at the Goldring/
Woldenberg Institute of Southern 
Jewish Life (ISJL) in Jackson, 
Mississippi; Natan Kuchar, Director 
of Edah in Berkeley, California; 
Na’amit Sturm Nagel, English 
Teacher and Associate Director of 
The Shalhevet Institute at Shalhevet 
High School in Los Angeles, 
California; Shara Peters, Head of 
School at Adat Ari El Day School in 
Valley Village, California; and Beverly 
Socher-Lerner, Founding Director of 
Makom Community in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.

The Pomegranate Prize is 
designed to honor rising leaders 
who have been in the field of Jewish 
education for up to ten years. By 

encouraging Prize recipients in 
their pursuits, and enabling them 
to accelerate their professional 
development and amplify their 
impact on the field, The Covenant 
Foundation aims to nurture 
Pomegranate Prize recipients in an 
intentional way, and empower them 
to take risks and make a difference 
in the field of Jewish education.

“The five 2019 Pomegranate Prize 
recipients are truly multi-talented, 
which is reflective of an important 
trend in Jewish education,” said 
Cheryl R. Finkel, Board Chair of 
The Covenant Foundation. “By 
enhancing their educational practice 
with skills in visual arts, music, 
literature, community engagement 
strategies, and creative problem 
solving, they offer the learners they 

work with a more well-rounded and 
rich Jewish learning experience. We 
are so excited about the potential 
they promise to the field.”

“It is a tremendous privilege to 
welcome a new cohort of Poms 
each year, each of whom offers an 
innovative and impressive slate of 
accomplishments,” said Harlene 
Appelman, Executive Director of The 
Covenant Foundation. “And it is so 
encouraging that the field continues 
to produce Jewish educators year 
after year who are as motivated, as 
creative, as engaged, and as talented 
as our first cohort was in 2011.”

We are so proud of Matt for 
this tremendous honor, and hope 
you will join us in wishing a hearty 
mazel tov to him and his fellow 
Pomegranate honorees!

SPECIAL FEATURE

RABBI MATT 
DREFFIN WINS 
POMEGRANATE 
PRIZE

FIVE EMERGING JEWISH 
educators received the 
2019 Covenant Foundation 
Pomegranate Prize, joining 40 
others, who, since the Prize’s 
inception in 2011, have trailblazed 
a path toward the most dynamic, 
responsive, inclusive, and creative 
ideas in Jewish education.
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$100,000+

THANK YOU 
TO OUR SUPPORTERS

Gifts & Gratitude

IN THESE PAGES, YOU CAN SEE 
the impact our education, history, 
heritage and interpretation, 
cultural, community engagement, 
and rabbinical programs have 
on thousands of people just like 
you. With deep appreciation, the 
Goldring/Woldenberg Institute 
of Southern Jewish Life extends 
thanks to everyone who made 
a contribution or pledge from 
January 1 – December 31, 2019, to 
enable our important work.

Congregation Beth Israel - Houston, TX
Congregation Beth Yeshurun - Houston, TX

Congregation Emanu-El of New York, NY
Dr. Laura Corman

Clay & Deborah Crystal
Elaine & Emanuel Crystal Family Fund

Lynn Crystal
Estate of Mr. Walter Fleishhacker

Charlett & Dr. Marshall Frumin
Joseph & Sally Handleman Foundation-Joan Sadoff

Jay & Marietta Hesdorffer
Jewish Federation of Central Alabama

The Leon Levine Foundation
Morris & Stacey Lewis

Stephen Libowsky & Sue Berman
Mrs. Anne Lowenburg & Family

The Stanford & Joan Alexander 
Foundation

Anonymous

Rosalinde & Arthur Gilbert Foundation

Goldring Family Foundation

Robert G. & Ellen Gutenstein Family 
Foundation

The Marcus Foundation

Charles & Lynn Schusterman Family 
Foundation

Woldenberg Foundation

The Anne & Henry Zarrow Foundation

Ben May Charitable Trust
The Meyer Family - Margaret, Helen Marie & Harold Meyer, Jr.

The New Venture Fund
Leslie & Russ Robinson

Rabbi Jack & Audrey Romberg
Rachel Reagler Schulman

AMSkier Agency Insurance - Aimee, Jeffrey, & Henry Skier

Rayman L. Solomon & Carol Avins & Family
Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation

Jay & Deanie Stein
Shirley & David Toomim Family Foundation

Mrs. Kathryn Wiener
Dolores Wilkenfeld

Kenneth Zadeck & Lisa Weiss
Mary L. Wiener & Sandy Cohen
M. B. & Edna Zale Foundation

$10,000 – $99,999



28	 The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life   •   SHALOM Y’ALL |  SPRING 2020

$250 – $499
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Beth Sholom Temple - 
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Kaki & Larry W. Buck
Susan & Steven Caller
Congregation B’nai Israel - 
   Columbus, MS
Congregation Beth Israel - 
   Meridian, MS
Rabbi Matt Cohen
Alice & George Copen
Congregation Shomrei Torah - 
   Tallahassee, FL
Dr. Ralph & Missy Daniel, III
Rabbi Harry & Jean Danziger
Sid Davis
Susan & Allan Donn
Harryette Anne Duncan
Nancy & Dr. Isaac Eberstein
Susan D. Eisenfeld
Jeff Fleishmann
Rabbi Steven & Vicki Reikes Fox
Lauren Fredman & Josh Rogoff
Jacob M. & Amy Friedlander
Frank & Mimi Friedman
Mrs. Ann Gerache

$500 – $999
Hirschel B. & Elaine S. Abelson
Linda & David Altshuler
Anonymous
Mrs. Peggy Banks
Ron Barshop
Jennifer & Jack C. Benjamin, Jr.
Lynn & Alan J. Berkeley
Beth Israel Sisterhood - Jackson, MS
Dr. Malcolm & Beverly 
   Bonnheim
Sam & Deborah Brackstone
Beth Sholom Congregation - 
   Frederick, MD
Mrs. Joan Burwell
Congregation B’nai Israel - 
   Natchez, MS
Martin & Barbara Coopersmith
Rabbi Dr. Jana De Benedetti
Rabbi Bruce Elder
David & Alice Elgart
Barbara & David Elson
Dr. Richard & Rachel Goldberg
Dr. Lawrence & Peggy Goldstein
Nancy & Dr. Fred Guidry
Donald & Ronne M. Hess
Drs. Michael Honan & Roxanne 
   Travelute
Dr. Howard & Mary Hurtig
Barbara Jakobson
Jewish Historical Society of 
   Memphis & The Mid-South
Jackson Jewish Federation - 
   Jackson, MS
Suzanne & Robert H. Kahn, Jr.
Lynne & Robert Kanter
Rabbi Debbie & Alec Kassoff
Leah & Paul Katz
Kay & Stephen J. Katz
Stanley B. Kline
Henry & Laura Kline, II
Anne & Herman S. Kohlmeyer, Jr.
Judy & Mark Konikoff
Tobin Lassen
Edward & Ruth Legum
Albert J. Leveck
James L. McArthur
Bill McCarty, III
Carol & Michael Mittel
Meridian Jewish Welfare Fund - 
   Meridian, MS
Amy & Howard Neistein
Nancy & Robert Northrip
John N. Palmer
Henry & Rose Paris
Jitu Patel
Pensacola Jewish Federation - 

   Pensacola, FL
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis B. Pollak, Sr.
Fred & Sue Preis
Amy & Gerry Printz
Cindy & Leon H. Rittenberg, Jr.
James Rosen Charitable 
   Foundation
Maurice & Tricia Rosenbaum
Roger & Lynne Rosenfield
Joe & Betsy Samuels
Paul & Jill Schulman
Lynda Shanblum
Mrs. Yvonne Stephan
Rabbi David E. Stern
Trinity Episcopal Church - 
   Natchez, MS
Temple Emanuel - McAllen, TX
Temple Israel - Jonesboro, AR
Dr. Barry & Sandra Uretsky
Marilyn & Dr. A.R. White
Gary & Sherry Wolff
Frances & Joel F. Zemans

$1,000 – $4,999
Anonymous
Drs. Bill & Isa Aron
Laurie & Mark Aronson
Mrs. Doris Faye Baumgarten
Lewis & Belle Bear, Jr.
Julie & David Benson
Susan B. Boshwit
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Brown
Ed Buchman
Susan & Dr. Leslie R. Burson
Toni D. Cooley
Charles & Bettie Minette Cooper
Jonathan Coopersmith
Covenant Foundation
Iris & Marvin Edelson
Ilene Engel
Rabbi Stuart Federow
Arnold Feinstein
Irving & Trenia Feldman
The Aurelia Konrad Charitable 
   Foundation
Albert Fraenkel
Shorty & Frances Fraenkel
Mollie & J. M. Fried, Jr.

Bobette & Lowell J. Friedman
Dr. Kim Frumin & Ben Waters
Reuben Gamoran
Drs. Robert & Marlene Garnett
Rabbi Micah & Sheril Greenstein
Michael & Elaine Gutenstein
Laurie & Maury Harris
Barbara & Stephen J. Heyman
Jack & Michal Hart Hillman
Mrs. Rachelle Hirsch
Alex & Susan Horowitz
Gail & Robert Israel
Natalie & James B. Jalenak
Peggy & L. R. Jalenak, Jr.
Jewish Federation of Columbus, GA
Jewish Federation of Fort Worth 
   & Tarrant County
Jewish Federation of Greater 
   New Orleans
Honorable Jacob & Vickie Karno
Leo Kayser, III
Chris & Ann Kientz
Rabbi David-Seth Kirshner & 
   Dori Frumin Kirshner
Sharon & Cary A. Koplin
Robert J. & Carolyn Kahn Landers
Bradley & Marion Levy Lapidus
Robert & Faye Levin
Keith & Bari Levingston
Andrea & Paul Levy
Barry & Barbara Lewis
Sharlyn & Avery Lubin
Cynthia M. Lyons
Doyne-Oury-Rosenfeld Family 
   Philanthropic Fund - Elizabeth 
   & Peter Maer
Peter & Isabel Malkin
Julie Grant Meyer
Gerald W. Miller Philanthropic 
   Fund of the Dallas Jewish 
   Community Foundation
Julia Miller Philanthropic Fund 
   of the Dallas Jewish 
   Community Foundation
The Jean & Saul A. Mintz Family 
   Foundation
The Morris & Melinda Mintz Fund
Dick Molpus
Mrs. Rose L. Morrison
Dr. Al & Linda Mushlin
Dr. Ike & Berte Muslow
Lieutenant Colonel Ed Nagler
North Louisiana Jewish 
   Federation
Robin & Billy Orgel
Beth & Steven D. Orlansky
Honorable J. David Orlansky
Mark & Linda Posner
Spencer & Lani Preis
Mrs. Phrose Raphael
Stepheny & Robert Riemer
Terry & Bert Romberg
Ann J. Rubin
Julian & Anita Saul
Dr. Stuart Schnider
Jeri & Marc Shapiro
Bette Shornick
Mark Silberman
Jane & William Sizeler

$5,000 – $9,999
Anonymous
Imogene Berman
Community Foundation for 
   Mississippi
Central Synagogue - New York, NY
Linda & Marty Davidson
The Dollar General Literacy 
   Foundation
Barbara & Alan Dreeben
Arty & Amy Finkelberg
Pepe Prince & Terry Finn
Alan & Diane Franco
Elizabeth & David Friedman
Katherine E. Friedman
Gail & Michael Goldberg
Susan & Macy B. Hart
The Douglas J. Hertz Family 
   Foundation
Joe & Candace Herzog
Sally & Bob Huebscher
Kirschner Trusts
Drs. Myron & Angela Koltuv
Marcia Siskind & Alan Leifer
Stuart Leviton & Herb K. Schultz
Jackie & Dr. Alan S. Luria
Monica Lizka-Miller & Alex Miller, 
   M.D.
Scott & Julie Miller Philanthropic 
   Fund of the Dallas Jewish 
   Community Foundation
David & Judi Mink
Lester Pinkus
Heather & Leon Rittenberg, III
Dr. Robert Roubey & Lisa 
   Brachman
Michele & Ken Schipper
Spencer & Debra Simons
Helen & Andrew Spector
Joanne & Joseph Stein, Jr.
Steven Strauss
Ann & Dr. Richard Streiffer
Bz & Jay Tanenbaum
Joy & Benjamin S. Warren

Lafe Solomon & Catherine Crockett
Nancy & David P. Solomon
Mike & Corky Stoller
Al & Donna Tanenbaum
Tri-City Jewish Community Fund
Temple Emanu-El - Longview, TX
Trustmark National Bank
Alyse Michelle Wagner 
   Philanthropic Fund
Mrs. Madeline Wallach
Victor C. & Barbara Weisskopf
Joe & Becky Williams



Michelle Blumenthal
Rabbi Erin Boxt

Sandy & John DeMuth
Mayo (Bren) Dorsey & 

Jody Lubritz
Lori & Scott Dreffin

Debra & Michael Fein
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Feldman

Marilyn Gelman
Michael Goodman

Charlotte & Bruce Greely
Susan & Howard Green

Darlene Grossman
Elaine & Michael Gutenstein

Barbara Hyman
Barbara Joseph

The Kander-Dauphin Family
Lyn & Don Kartiganer

Rabbi Debra & Alec Kassoff
Dr. Madelyn Mishkin Katz

Ann & Chris Kientz
Laura & Henry Kline

Judy & Mark Konikoff
Janet & Dr. Kevin Krane

Marla Greenberg Lepore
Cynthia M. Lyons

Alicia Margolis
Lt. Col. Ed Nagler

Claire Solomon Nisen 
& Max Nisen

Mrs. Phrose Raphael
Rabbi Deborah Silver

Loraine Simons
Hayley Smith

Yvonne Stephan
Rachel Stern & Scott Pullen

Adam Wassell
Diane & Alan Weil

THE CHAI CLUB 
is the ISJL’s monthly 
giving society—all of 

the donors listed below 
make recurring gifts to 

the ISJL each month, 
directly deducted from 
their accounts; an easy, 

meaningful way to give! 

WANT TO JOIN 
THE CHAI CLUB? VISIT 

ISJL.ORG/DONATE!

Gerald & Bonnie Cohen
Jackie & Michael Cohen
Dan Cohn
Susan & Kenneth Cohn
Annette Corman
Dr. Rachel & Edward Cusnier
Corene & Si Davidson
Sandra & John DeMuth
Jay & Fay Dever
Dr. Sheldon S. Diamond
Rabbi Lucy & Jeff Dinner
Luis & Robin Dorfman
Mayo Dorsey & Jody Lubritz
Lori & Scott Dreffin
Rabbi Matthew Dreffin & Erica Weil
Charles & Celia Dubin
Mark & Sara Edelman
Steven Edelson & Leslie 
Schwartz
Rabbis Denise Eger & Eleanor 
   Steinman
Rabbis David H. & Jacqueline 
   Ellenson
Carey & Robert Emmich, Jr.
Debra & Michael N. Fein
Charles & Fritzie Fine
Mindy Fineman & Peter Sessler
Myra & Bert Fischel
Rebecca & Leonard Fishman
Lawrence & Anne Fleder
Dr. & Mrs. Stuart A. Fleischner
Howard & Betsy Fleisig
Jen & Fred Fox
Rabbis Daniel H. Freelander & 
    Elyse D. Frishman
Loris Mayersohn Fullerton
Stewart & Lynn Gammill, III
Robin Levy & Bobby Garon
Rabbi David & Kathy Gelfand
Marilyn Gelman
Dr. Mark L. Gilberstadt
David Glatstein
Dale & Jimmy Glenn
Marc & Kimberly Glenn
Elinore & Jack Goldberg
Lawrence Goldman
Mark & Judy Goldsmith
Lisa & Lee Goldstein
Dr. Martin & Doris Goldstein
Dr. Nathan Goldstein, III
Mrs. Rosanne G. Goldstein
Roslyn & Dr. Gordon I. Goldstein
Barbara Golub
Dr. Carl & Sylvia K. Goodman
Michael Goodman
Dr. Steven & Lauren Goodman
Lois W. Gordon Endowment 
Fund of the Dallas Jewish 
Community Foundation
Lynn Gordon & Hy Penn
Dr. Mark Gottesman
Charlotte & Bruce Greely
David S. & Margaret W. Greenberg
Mrs. Helen Greenberg
J. Bradley Greenblum
Steven J. Greil
Michael & Clare Grisham
Milton Grishman & Roberta Avila
Darlene Grossman

Mitchell & Jacque Gilberg
Susan & Mark Glazer
David Goldberg
Vivian & Dr. Phillip Gorden
Howard & Susan Green
Risa & Drew Herzog
David & Wynnie Hoodis
Hebrew Union Sisterhood - 
   Greenville, MS
Jerome & Isabelle Hyman
Mark & Susan Jacobson
Rabbi Michael & Debbie Joseph
Daniela & Seth Kaplan
Nancy & Gary Karesh
Rabbi Stuart & Vicky Kelman
Robert D. & Karen King
Fredda Korber
Dr. Kevin & Janet Krane
Mary Jane & Mike Lamensdorf
Amanda & Michael J. Lapides
Carl & Barbara Lee
Julian & Natalie Levine
Carol J. Levy
Larry & Maria-Luisa Loeb
Joan B. Loeb
Dr. Paul & Leslie Lux
Dr. Leon J. Marks
Benjy & Jeanette Nelken
Claire Solomon Nisen & Max Nisen
Donna & Ted Orkin, Jr.
Larry & Naomi Orlansky
Caren & Nick Orum
David Pace
Judy & Edwin R. Palmer
Gary & Esther Polland
Dr. Donald & Connie Posner
Don & Becky Potts
Susan Resnick
Mrs. Carol Lise Rosen
Susan & Gordon M. Rubinett
Melissa & Philip Russ
Rabbi Neil & Susan Sandler
Laura Schulman
Terry Schuster
Rabbi Ron Segal
Mindy & Bruce Seidman
Honorable John F. & Louise Simon
Mary Ann & Ezra Singer
Ben & Nancy Sissman
Todd Siwak & Gianna Jacobson
Jane Slotin
Lisa Sockett
Rachel Stern & Scott Pullen
Gail & Gary Swartz
Rebecca & Thomas W. Tardy, III
Temple B’nai Israel - Monroe, LA
Temple B’nai Israel - Tupelo, MS
Temple Israel - Columbus, GA
Temple Israel - Schulenburg, TX
Temple Shalom of Northwest 
   Arkansas - Fayetteville, AR
Temple Solel - Fort Mill, SC
Stephan Turner
J. P. & Judy Villedrouin
Anna Weinstein & Chris Qualls
Sam Weintraub
Mrs. Carol B. Wise
Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Wolf
Peter & Jarmila Zapletal
Rabbi Ben Zeidman

$100 – $249
Alan S. Abrams
Lori & Jeff Actor
Toni & Dr. Joel M. Adler
Wendy & Howard Allenberg
Mrs. Elinor S. Alpert
Barry & Claudia Altshuler
Ruth Anderson
Mark S. Anshan
Carol & Robert P. Antler
Karla & Larry Back
Joan & Stanley F. Baker
William Baker
Jacquelyn Barish
Millie Baron
Marcia & Robbie Barron
Lynn & Dr. David Barton
Sue & Herbert Barton
Dr. David & Kathy Bauman
Jill & Steve Bauman
William T. Beck
Dr. Bruce & Linda Barash Beeber
Robert & Lynn Behrendt
Jack Belz
Tobin Belzer & Jesse Ruskin
Mrs. Syl Benenson
Honorable Robert & Ann Benham
Jan Carole Benjamin
Rabbi Peter Berg
Celia I. Berk
Rabbi Leah Berkowitz
Sharon Berman
Henri & Anaruth Bernard
Linda Bernstein
B’nai Israel - Alexandria, LA
Mark & Emily Biggs
Rabbi Richard J. Birnholz
Judy & Steve Bleyer
Carol Anne & Sidney M. Blitzer, Jr.
Rita N. Blumenfeld
Michelle Blumenthal
Charles G. & Lisa Boardman
Heather R. Boshak & Paul 
   Kotlawski
Marvin & Miriam Botnick
Rabbi Erin Boxt
Jerry Branson
Henry L. Brenner
Rabbi Kenneth Brickman
Lottye S. Brodsky-Lyle
Sara Brook
David & Dawn Buck
T. G. & Kelly Butler
Pat & James Caldwell
Kelly & Morris E. Capouya
Congregation Am Shalom-
   Bowling Green, KY
Congregation B’nai Israel - 
   Fayetteville, GA
Congregation Beth Israel - 
   Gulfport, MS
Congregation Emanu El - 
   Houston, TX
Norman & Isabella Chapman
Erin Chernow
John & Leah Clayman
Babette & Dr. Carmel J. Cohen
Mrs. Doris Cohen
Elisa & Brad Cohen
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TRIBUTES
In Honor Of:
Jennifer Posner 
& Gabriela Green
The Posners: Connie, Donald, 
Ben, Alan, Valerie, & Corinne

David Abrams
Alex & Susan Horowitz

Joshua Altshuler
Barry & Claudia Altshuler

Dr. Lauren Antler
Carol & Robert Antler

Belle & Lewis Bear, Jr.
Mary Ann Long

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin H. Bender
Ralph & Edie Bender

Lisa & Dr. Dore Binder
The Posners: Connie, Donald, 
Ben, Alan, Valerie, & Corinne

Dr. & Mrs. Harris Blackman
The Posners: Connie, Donald, 
Ben, Alan, Valerie, & Corinne

Susan R. Calman
Harrylyn & Charles Sallis

Rabbi Matt Dreffin
Lori & Scott Dreffin
Ann & Rick Streiffer

Irving Feldman
Amy & Gerry Printz
Michele & Ken Schipper

Pepe & Terry Finn
Ezra & Skipper Singer

Pepe Prince Finn
Nancy & Fred Guidry

Shelley Foels
Michelle Foels

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Frank
The Posners: Connie, Donald, 
Ben, Alan, Valerie, & Corinne

Mrs. David Fried
Mrs. Mary Jo Gunde

Jimmy Fried
Cheryl Brownstein & Jane 
   Thompson
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Mr. & Mrs. J.M. Fried
Mrs. Mary Jo Gunde

Bea Gavant
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Sheliah & Scott Gruber
Kathy & Jack Grundfest
Commissioner Dick Hall
Grace & Jack Hanchrow
Natha & Scott Hancock
Mrs. Harriet Handelman
Commander Julian & Gail Hart
Mrs. Reva Hart
Susan & David L. Harwood
Bernice Heilbrunn
Mary Heiman
Morella & John C. Henegan
Claire Nicols & Elbert Hilliard
Dr. David & Billie Hirsch
Steven N. & Ellen Z. Hirsch
Edward S. Hochman
Ellis Hoffman
Mrs. Joan Hoffman
Paula R. Hoffman
Holly Mound Land Company
Elizabeth H. Hoover
Carson & Kay Hughes
Mindy & Clay Humphrey
Barbara S. Hyman
Florence Isaacs
Ellen F. Jackofsky
Marcia Jacoby
Arthur Jones & Deedee Baba
Anita & Harry D. Kahn
Arnold Kahn
Janet & Charles Kahn, Jr.
Mrs. Sandi Kahn
Arthur & Abby Kalotkin
The Kander-Dauphin Family
Mark R. Kaplan
Edward & Betsy Karotkin
Prof. Donald & Lyn Kartiganer
Dr. Madelyn Mishkin Katz
Philip Katz
Dr. Stephen & Karen Katz
Kenneth & Joanne Marks Kauvar
Michael Kentor
David & Sharon R. Kessler
Esther King
Iris & Albert Klein
Richard & Paula Klein
Lynn Orkin Koff
Maury Kohn
Fred & Linda Kolchin
Don & Kaye Kole
Joseph Kornfeld
Mrs. Kitty Kossman
Lewis & Ellen Krinsky
Paul & Carol Kurtz
Robin Kurtz & Gilbert Rivera
Marilyn & Bryan Lawver
Betty & Harry Lazarus
Gary Lazarus
Dr. & Mrs. Barry J. Leader
Sandra Lease
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Leavitt
René Lehmann
Marla Greenberg Lepore
Louis & Amy Lettes
Linda Lou Levey
Dorothy G. Levin
Stuart J. Levin & Sondra Panico
Dr. Ellsworth & Janet Levine
Dr. Richard B. Levine

Bob & Julia Levingston
Ernest Levinson
Mrs. Billie Levy
Gus & Michelle Levy
Pamela Levy & Charles Nelson
Brenda & Alan Lewis
Nancy & Dennis J. Liefer
Sue Ann & Bernard Lipsey
Dr. Steve Liverman
Lewis & Paula Loeb
Rabbi Robert & Lynn Loewy
Mary Ann Long
Dr. John A. & Karen Lowe
Beverly & Dr. Leo Lowentritt
M. J. Lyons, II
Elizabeth & Peter Maer
Barbara & Earl J. Magdovitz
Adam Magnus
Leigh & Danny Mansberg
Deborah Marcus
Jay Marcus
Alicia Margolis
Susan & Joe E. Marx, III
Kenneth Mayers
Betsy & Arnold Mayersohn, Jr.
Meer Family Fund
Dr. Morton & Rosaly Meltzer
Mrs. Arlene Merson
Ellen & Allan Metz
Zammy Migdal & Jose Szapocznik
Dave Miller
Leslie & Fred Miller, Jr.
Susan Miller
Lynn & Sidney Morris
Rabbis Steve & Susie Moskowitz
Leslie Mosow
Mrs. Cecile Murov
Debra Murov & Joseph Engelman
Sally G. Nash
Frances Jean & Walter Neely
Deborah & Lon Neese, Jr.
Mrs. Ruthie Nierman
Perry & Amy Nisen
Ellen & Jeffrey Oppenheim
Julie & Marshall Oreck
Marie & LaRue Owen
J. S. & Ilene Pachter
Theodore & Louise M. Pailet
Wendy & Lee Pake
Mrs. Rochelle Pearl
Sally & Charles Pehr
Harriette & Theodore Perlman
Randy & Gale Pick
Brad Pigott
Phillip & Kay Pollack
Jennifer Posner
Susan & Mark Preston
Mollie Rabinovitz
Sanford A. Ramras
Bryna & Greg Rapp
Rabbi Steven & Julie Rau
Jerrold Rehmar
Lecie & Jack Resneck
Michael & Marinel Robbins
Philip I. Roby
Rabbi David & Marcie Rosen
Dr. Howard & Betty Lee Rosen
Susan Rosenbaum
Alice & Elliott Rosenberg

Shirlee Rosenthal
Trevor Rosenthal
Cantor Jessica Roskin
Stuart & Elaine Rothenberg
Pam & Lee Rubin
Sherwin B. Rubin Fund
Michael & Lisa Sackett
Susan Sandler
Dr. Jonathan Sarna & Ruth Langer
Shalom B’harim - Dahlonega, GA
Sid & Debbie Scheinberg
Alan Scheinine
Hon. Gerald & Kathleen Schiff
Mrs. Elise Schipper
Morton & Lorraine Schrag
Wendy Schudmak
Jack & Diane Schuster
Mr. & Mrs. Myron H. Schwitzer
Mandel C. Selber, Jr.
Phyllis & Jack Selber
Mrs. Barbara Sevier
Robert & Linda Sharff
Peter & Tamar Sharp
Arnold A. Sheetz
David & Teejay Shemper
Dr. Barry & Marlene Siegel
Jeff & Judy Siegel
Rabbi Deborah Silver
Alan & Leanne Silverblatt
Andrew Simmons
Gloria & Steven Simon
Mrs. Loraine Simons
Dr. Charles & Rhea Simonson
Paul Skolnick
Ed & Betty Smith Donor Advised 
   Fund
Hayley Smith
Pam & Byron Spanjer
Beth Stearman
Jory Stein
Ellie Streiffer & Ben Horwitz
Dr. Howard & Pat Sussman
The Joseph & Helen Swiff Fund 
   of the Dallas Jewish 
   Community
Temple Emanu-El - Dallas, TX
Mildred & Ron Teitelbaum
Francine Thomas Reynolds
Barry & Teri Tillman
Temple Israel - Memphis TN
Temple Kehillat Chaim - Roswell, GA
Temple Sinai - Lake Charles, LA
Upper Cumberland Jewish 
   Community - Fairfield Glade, TN
Danielle Wahba
Leon & Alice Waldoff
Adam Wassell
Jonathan Wax
Diane & Alan E. Weil, Jr.
Marjorie & Dr. Roy S. Weiner
Elizabeth & Dr. John S. Wiener
Sherwin & Linda Weinstein
Edward Weiss
Woman’s Hospital - Baton 
   Rouge, LA
Michele & Jacques Wiener
Dennis & Anita Williams
Tracei Willis
Judy & Daniel Wolbe

Ken Wolf
Dr. Thomas M. Wolf
Kevin & Stacy Wolff
Dr. Ron & Susie Wolfson
Dr. Elliott Yolles
Craig Young
Ronald & Lillian Zell
Connie & Robert Zerden
Janet Zerlin & Mark Fagan
Dan Zimmerman
Lori & Paul W. Zipes



Ann G. Gerache
Katherine E. Friedman

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Gilmore
The Posners: Connie, Donald, 
Ben, Alan, Valerie, & Corinne

Gail Goldberg
Marilyn & Dr. A.R. White

Mike & Gail Goldberg
Ellen & Steven Hirsch

Leah Harrison
Terry & Bert Romberg

Macy B. Hart
Jeri & Van Hart, Jr.
Rabbi Stuart & Vicky Kelman
Dr. Richard B. Levine

Susan & Macy B. Hart
Dr. Isaac & Nancy Eberstein
Ellen & Jeffrey Oppenheim
Amy & Howard Neistein

Van Hart
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Risa Herzog
Elizabeth & Peter Maer

Jay Hesdorffer
Rob & Nancy Northrip

Nora Katz
Ruth Anderson
Philip Katz

Steve Libowsky
Paul & Carol Kurtz

Rabbi Len Muroff
Temple Israel - Schulenburg, TX

Lena Kirk Murrell
Harrylyn & Dr. Charles Sallis

Henry Paris
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Linda & Dr. Mark Posner
The Posners: Connie, Donald, 
Ben, Alan, Valerie, & Corinne

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Posner
The Posners: Connie, Donald, 
Ben, Alan, Valerie, & Corinne

Lauren, Josh, & Elijah Lev 
Rogman
Claire S. & Max Nisen

Rabbi Aaron Rozovsky
Anshe Chesed Congregation - 
   Vicksburg, MS
Beth Shalom Temple - 
   Fredericksburg, VA
Congregation Adas Yeshurun - 
   Aiken, SC
Congregation B’nai Israel - 
   Natchez, MS
Temple B’nai Israel - 
   Panama, City
Temple B’nai Israel - Tupelo, MS
Trinity Episcopal Church - 
   Natchez, MS
Temple Israel - Columbus, GA
Temple Sinai - Lake Charles, LA

Betsy & Joe Samuels
The Posners: Connie, Donald, 
Ben, Alan, Valerie, & Corinne

Anonymous
The Stanford and Joan Alexander Foundation

Maurice Amado Foundation
The David Berg Foundation

Bezalel Foundation
Samuel Bronfman Foundation

Covenant Foundation
Elaine and Emanuel Crystal Charitable Fund

Nathan Cummings Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel M. Edelman

The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation
Goldring Family Foundation

The Gottesman Fund
Eugene M. Grant

Ronne & Donald Hess Foundation
Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc.
Jim Joseph Foundation

W. K. Kellogg Foundation
Robert G. & Ellen S. Gutenstein Family Foundation

Charles and Esther Kimerling Foundation
Ben L. and Betty G. Lamensdorf Endowment Fund

Ted Levi
Lawrence Magdovitz z”l
The Marcus Foundation

Ben May Charitable Trust
Mintz Family

Jean and Bill Mosow
Natan

Righteous Persons Foundation
AMSkier Agency Insurance

Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation
Shornick Family

The Slingshot Fund
Samuel and Helene Soref Foundation

Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation
Woldenberg Foundation

M.B. and Edna Zale Foundation
Anne & Henry Zarrow Foundation

The Institute is indebted to the following 
foundations and individuals whose generous 
investments, past and present, have enabled us to 
move our vision forward with confidence:

In Memory Of:
Sam & Lolly Abrams
Alex & Susan Horowitz

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Benham, Jr.
Amanda & Michael J. Lapides

Mitchell Berk
Beth Stearman

Dr. Maxwell D. Berman
Susan & Allan Donn

Dr. Walter I. Berman
Susan & Allan Donn

Florene Feinberg Berman
Susan & Allan Donn

Elizabeth Bleiberg
The Bleiberg Family

Ginny Brooks
Judy & Jerome Caplan

Anna K. Bush
Deborah Bush

Brent Caplan
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Willie Cohen
Lois Baur

Hildegard Cubell
Darren & Michele Cubell

Jacob Dinner
Cheryl Brownstein & Jane Thompson

Judy Feldman
Gerry & Amy Printz

Carlee Renee Fine
Laurie & James Dworkin

Evelyn Friedlander
Charles & Bettie Minette Cooper

Carol Ginsburg
Barbara & Curtis Joseph

Lois Goldberg
Gail & Mike Goldberg

Lois Gordon
Byrna & Joe Funk Family 
   Philanthropy Center

Gaston & Faye Greil
Steven J. Greil

Julius King
Esther King

Lucette Lagnado
Dianne & Dr. John Stump

Ben & Betty Lee Lamensdorf
Katherine E. Friedman

Dr. Alvin H. Lassen
Tobin Lassen

Leo & Sis Lowentritt
Beverly & Dr. Leo Lowentritt

Beatrice Marks
Dr. Leon J. Marks

Robert Merson
Rhonda & Ronald I. Loeb

Sidney Opotowsky
Mrs. Ann Gerache
Claire & Lee Kaufman, Jr.

Barbara H. Orkin
Julia & Bob Levingston

Rose Perl
Robert Feirstein

Jack & Rita Printz
Amy & Gerry Printz

Samuel Rabinovitz
Mollie Rabinovitz

Rosanne Rabinowitz
Roberta Rabinowitz

Ina Ramras
Sanford A. Ramras

Jarrell D. Rubinett
Susan & Gordon M. Rubinett

Muriel & Herbert Schnider
Dr. Stuart Schnider

Ann Ginsberg Weiler
Jan Brussell-Weiler

Bertha & Leslie Zell
Ronald & Lillian Zell

Michele Schipper
Dub & Joel Ashner
Gail & Mike Goldberg

Rachel Reagler Schulman
Dub & Joel Ashner
Mrs. Sharon Berman
Howard Stolar

Coco Bayer Shipp
Gail & Mike Goldberg

Rabbi Steven Silberman
Ken & Ginny Bloch

Alan & Leanne Silverblatt
Woods & Lynn Eastland

Phyllis Stern
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Jerry Tanenbaum
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Margo Wagner
Gail & Mike Goldberg
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supports, connects, and celebrates Jewish life in the South.
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